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Minutes of the meeting of SCRUTINY
COMMITTEE 2 held at 4.00pm on Tuesday
6 September 2011 at the Civic Centre, Stone
Cross, Northallerton

Present

Councillor M J Prest (In the Chair)

Councillor A W Barker Councillor Mrs C Patmore
Mrs F M Greenwell M Rigby
B Giriffiths Mrs M Skilbeck
K G Hardisty J N Smith
N A Knapton A Wake

(Apologies for absence were received from Councillors P Bardon and S Watson)

Also in Attendance

Councillor R Kirk Councillor T Swales
M S Robson

MINUTES

The Chairman informed the Committee that a request had been submitted to
undertake a mini review on the content of minutes. The Committee was advised
that this issues did not fall within the remit of Scrutiny and was therefore not
appropriate.

THE DECISION:

That the minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 5 July 2011 (SC2.6 -
SC2.7), previously circulated, be signed as a correct record.

COUNCIL BUSINESS PLAN 2011-2015 - CONSULTATION

All Wards

The Cabinet Member for Corporate Management and the Chief Executive submitted
a report setting out the latest version of the new Council Business Plan. The
Committee was asked for its views which would be considered in preparing the final
version.

A number of questions were raised which related to:-

» performance monitoring and the role of Scrutiny;
e consultation;
» the priorities and aims contained within the Business Plan.

Detailed discussion on each individual aim was undertaken and Members obtained
further information on a question and answer basis.

The Committee requested that it be consulted further on the Business Plan once
more detail had been included and it had been considered by Cabinet.
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The Committee also expressed concern over the level of involvement of Scrutiny in
performance monitoring and sought clarification regarding representation at the
Boards. The Committee was advised that there was opportunity for a representative
of each Scrutiny Committee to attend the Board meetings when performance reports
were being considered.

THE DECISION:

That:-
(@) the comments of the Committee on the Council Business Plan be noted;

(b) the Council Business Plan be referred back to Scrutiny for further consultation
following consideration by Cabinet; and

(c) one representative from each Scrutiny Committee be nominated to attend the
Board meetings when performance monitoring reports are considered.

POLICY REVIEW — PLANNING ENFORCEMENT

As a continuation of this particular review, a report of the Chairman of the
Committee was considered which reminded the Committee of the terms of reference
of the review and of information which had been identified in the Project Plan.

Maurice Cann, Head of Regulatory Services; Martyn Richards, Head of Legal
Services and Councillor Tim Swales, Cabinet Member for Planning and Housing
attended the meeting to provide evidence.

(A full account of the questions raised and responses is available as part of the
Committee’s records).

The Committee was satisfied with the information provided, but considered it
needed more information on issues raised in order to progress the review. The
Committee agreed that no further witnesses were required at this stage in the
review.

THE DECISION:

That:-

(1) the information provided so far be received;

(2) the Committee consider further information as requested at the next meeting
on 11 October 2011.

CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENT

The Chairman advised the Committee that, in the event of a Task and Finish Group
being arranged to assist with a Policy Review, the number of Members assigned to
the Group would be either 5 or 7. The Vice-Chairman of the Committee would take
the Chair and Members would be appointed by the Committee as appropriate.

The meeting closed at 5.40pm.

Chairman of the Committee



