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Minutes of the meeting of the STANDARDS 
HEARINGS PANEL held at 10.30 am on 

Monday, 16th June, 2014 at Main Committee 
Room, Civic Centre, Stone Cross, Northallerton  

 
 
 

Present 
 
Councillor R Kirk 

Mrs C Patmore 
 

Councillor B Griffiths 
 

 
Independent Person 

 
Mr R C Pennington 
 

 
 

 
Parish Council Representative 

 
Mrs C Artingstoll 
 

 
 

 
 

SHP.4 ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN 
 

 
THE DECISION: 
  
That Councillor R Kirk be elected Chairman for duration of the meeting. 
  
(Councillor R Kirk in the Chair) 
 
 

SHP.5 EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC 
 

 
THE DECISION: 
  
That under Section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the press and public 
were excluded from the meeting during consideration of the items of business at 
minute no SHP.6 on the grounds that it involved the likely disclosure of exempt 
information as defined in paragraphs 1 and 3 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the Act as 
the Panel was satisfied that the public interest in maintaining the exemption 
outweighed the public interest in disclosing the information. 
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SHP.6 COMPLAINT ABOUT LACK OF PUBLIC CONSULTATION/INFORMATION RE 
AUCTION MART CAR PARK, BEDALE 

 
 
The subject of the decision: 
  
The Head of Legal and Information Services submitted a report regarding a complaint 
about the lack of consultation/information in connection with the potential disposal of 
the Auction Mart Car Park, Bedale. 
  
The Panel heard from the complainant who had made the allegations and the District 
Council’s Corporate Director. 
  
Alternative options considered: 
  
None. 
  
The reason for the decision: 
  
Having considered the Director of Head of Legal and Information Services report and 
the accompanying documents, and having heard oral representations from the 
complainant and the Corporate Director, the Panel made the following findings:- 
  

•         that there had been public consultation and community engagement during the 
adoption of the Local Development Framework which had, amongst other things, 
addressed development in Bedale including the Auction Mart Car Park.  

•         that the agenda of 13 September 2013 expressly referred to the Auction Mart Car 
Park and this was dealt with more generally in future agendas under the same 
heading “Bedale Gateway Car Park”. 

•         that the decision to exclude the press and public from relevant meetings had been 
properly applied as the reports contained exempt information as defined in 
paragraphs 1 and 3 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A Local Government Act 1972, and the 
public interest in maintaining the exemption had outweighed the public interest in 
disclosing the information. 

  
THE DECISION: 
  
That the complaints set out in paragraphs 3.2.1, 3.2.2 and 3.2.3 of the Head of Legal 
and Information’s report are not upheld. 
  
The appeal is, therefore, dismissed. 
 
 
 
The meeting closed at 12.30 pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
___________________________ 
Chairman of the Panel 
 


