Minutes of the meeting of the STANDARDS
HEARINGS PANEL held at 11.00 am on
Friday, 1st May, 2015 at Meeting Room 2,
Civic Centre, Stone Cross, Northallerton

Present

Councillor Mrs C Patmore Councillor J N Smith
M Rigby

Independent Person

Mr R C Pennington

Parish Council Representative

Mrs J Crampton

Also in Attendance

Councillor D A Webster

SHP.31 ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN

THE DECISION:
That Councillor M Rigby be elected Chairman for duration of the meeting.

(Councillor M Rigby in the Chair)

SHP.32 EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC

THE DECISION:

That under Section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the press and public
were excluded from the meeting during consideration of the items of business at
minute no SHP.33 on the grounds that it involved the likely disclosure of exempt
information as defined in paragraph 1 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the Act as the Panel
was satisfied that the public interest in maintaining the exemption outweighed the
public interest in disclosing the information.

SHP.33 ALLEGATIONS ABOUT A PARISH COUNCIL MEMBER

The subject of the decision:

The Monitoring Officer presented a report about allegations that a Parish Councillor
failed to comply with the provisions of the Parish Council’'s Code of Member Conduct.

The Panel heard from those who had made the allegations.
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Alternative options considered:
None.
The reason for the decision:

Having considered the Monitoring Officer’s report, the accompanying documents and
having heard from the complainant in person, and having considered the Councillor's
written representations, the Panel’s findings were as follows:-

The Panel had seen no evidence that the Councillor had misled the public, or by his
actions contributed to the Parish Council misleading the public, about a consultation on
mineral extraction in 2015.

The quality of the Councillor’s report into the complainant’s complaint, and the Parish
Council’s procedures used in producing it, were not matters covered by the Code of
Conduct.

In disclosing the complaint to the clerk and his fellow Councillors, the Councillor did
not disclose confidential information about the complainant. It was appropriate for the
Councillor to disclose the complaint to his fellow Councillors and the Clerk in order to
seek their views when dealing with the complaint. It was noted that the Councillor had
not disclosed the complaint to any other parties.

It followed that the Panel found that there had been no breaches of the Code of
Conduct in this case.

THE DECISION:

That the Panel recommends to the Parish Council that the allegations be not upheld
and the Parish Council be notified of the Panel’s findings.

The meeting closed at 1.00 pm

Chairman of the Panel



