Agenda Item 7

Report to : Stokesley Area Forum

Date : 18 July 2011

Subject : LSP AREA FORUM ACTION PLANS
Author: Peter Cole, Community Link Officer
Background/Context :

The Area Forum gives Members the opportunity to monitor and influence those Council-led
activities identified in the Stokesley & Villages Community Plan. The Stokesley and Villages
Community Regeneration Group published their Community Plan in 2002. The Plan was
completed following consultation with the community and identifies those organisations
responsible for the delivery of specific projects across Stokesley and the surrounding
villages.

Summary

Public Transport links to Stokesley Business Park

The 80/89 service operated by Abbotts of Leeming now provides a ‘hail and ride’ service
through the Stokesley Business Park. The morning service leaves the White Rose Hotel in
Leeming Bar at 7.06 and arrives at the Business Park at 8.21 via Northallerton, Ellerbeck,
Osmotherley, Ingleby Cross, Faceby and Kirkby. The evening service departs the High
Street Stokesley at 17.03, arrives at the Business Park at 17.08 and reaches Leeming Bar at
18.17. The Monday to Saturday service has been operating since 17" April 2011 and the
contract is for four years. NYCC will be undertaking a review to determine whether the
volume of passengers using the service (a) represents value for money and (b) provides
sufficient evidence of need to install a bus shelter.

Broadband: Community Champion

As Chair of the Broadband Task & Finish Group set up by the former Hambleton LSP,
Rosemary Taylor has been appointed the ‘Community Broadband Champion’ for Hambleton
& Richmondshire to work in partnership with NYCC, NyNet and others to help ensure more
communities and businesses across the District are able to access high quality broadband.

Over the past few months a series of meetings have been held across Stokesley and the
surrounding villages and it is anticipated that subject to the resolution of technical issues and
further liaison with landowners the network facilitated by LN Communications will be rolled
out in two phases in 2011 as part of project funded by Yorkshire Forward:

* Phase 1
Kirby; Hutton Rudby; Stokesley; Carlton; Potto; Seamer (or part thereof); Newby; Great
Ayton; Ingleby Arncliffe & Swainby (subject to the availability of a suitable ‘host’.)

= Phase 2
Great Broughton; Easby; Ingleby Greenhow & Battersby

Further work is also currently being progressed by the task & finish group alongside NYCC,
NYnet and Community Internet Service Providers to identify priority areas in each District to
receive Performance Reward Grant funding (approx. £100k per District across North
Yorkshire.).




Stokesley & Villages Community Regeneration Group

At the Group’s 6™ AGM held on the 8" June ClIr. Bridget Fortune was re-elected Chair. John
Fletcher was elected Vice-Chair and Clir Caroline Seymour was elected Treasurer of the
Group.

Cycleways Across Stokesley & Surrounding Villages

A ‘Cycleways Requirement’ Report for the Stokesley area, prepared by the Stokesley
Cycleways Group was published in August 2010. Since then work has been undertaken to
explore in more detail the suggested routes between Stokesley and Great Ayton and the
proposed Ingleby Arncliffe to Swainby route, which requires two short lengths of dedicated
cycleway to create a 3.4km route linking the two villages. A site visit to the Ingleby Arncliffe
to Swainby route is to be held on Thursday 11" August. David Hall, SUSTRANS Regional
Director, and Paul Roberts, NYCC Highways, have agreed to attend the meeting. Funding
has been secured to design and develop a website to raise awareness of the work being
undertaken by the Group, to manage expectations and to promote Stokesley as a ‘cycle-
friendly’ tourist destination. As a result of work undertaken by members of the Steering
Group free ‘Bike Bitz’ cycle maintenance workshops are now being held at Stokesley School
and local photographer Joe Cornish is lending his support to the Group.

HMP Northallerton & Offender Resettlement

Category D inmates at HMP Northallerton are undertaking supervised volunteer/work
opportunities across Hambleton as part of the resettlement programme. A team of offenders
assisted members of the Carnival Committee erect staging at the Northallerton Carnival on
Sunday 10™ July. The resettlement programme is being co-ordinated by David Munton,
Head of Reducing Offending at Northallerton prison.

Hambleton & Richmondshire Strategic Forum Task & Finish Group: Winter Weather

A Winter Weather Task & Finish Group has been established by the new joint Hambleton &
Richmondshire Strategic Forum to develop a ‘winter weather strategy’ that is adopted by
those organisations responsible for the wellbeing of older and vulnerable people across
Hambleton & Richmondshire. Recent experience has demonstrated that the dissemination of
information, advice and guidance to vulnerable people is inconsistent and that partners are
unaware of the provision offered both by statutory and voluntary organisations. It has been
suggested that a partnership approach will safeguard the welfare of vulnerable at a local
level and provide support for voluntary organisations when demand for help is high. Key
priorities for the Group are:

= |dentification of elderly/vulnerable people and those at risk during
periods of severe weather

= Clarification of current and future snow clearance legislation

= Dissemination of accurate information

= |dentification and deployment of additional support & resources

The Task/Finish Group is being Chaired by Age Concern with representation from a range of
partners and support from the HDC Partnerships Team

Annex A provides an update on the work being undertaken by Hambleton District Council’s
Rural Housing Enabler.

Recommendations :

That members note the Report and the progress made towards the completion of the
Affordable Housing Schemes across the Stokesley area.




District Council Projects within the Community Plan

Annex A

COMMUNITY PLAN PROJECTS

Project

young people.

Encouragement
given to schemes
that will develop
starter homes for
young people

submitted.

The following activity has been undertaken by
the Rural Housing Enabler since the previous
Area Forum:

= Swainby: It is anticipated that work will
start on site on Monday 20" June. Work
will commence on the garage site first to
refurbish and use as site store room. It is
expected that the project will be completed
in spring 2012.

= Seamer: The landowner of Seamer Farm
has withdrawn his offer of a site.
Alternative sites will be investigated.

= Hutton Rudby: Dunelm Properties are
negotiating with the landowner for the
purchase of the site. The anticipated
timescale for development for this scheme
is 18 months which will include a number
of community consultations prior to the
submission of a planning application.

= Great Broughton/Kirkby: A possible
scheme has been drawn up by a private
developer and a planning application has
been submitted.

= Crathorne: Alternative sites are being
investigated.

The Rural Housing Enabler is currently
working on re-visiting the rejected LDF
Housing Allocation Sites to see if any can be
considered as ‘Exception Sites’ for a small
scheme. An exercise is underway to consider
empty properties that could be brought back
into use as affordable units.

The Rural Housing Enabler has been
appointed as the Officer for Hambleton &
Richmondshire and is working across both
districts.

Amanda can be contacted on 01609 767048
for Hambleton and 01748 828755 for
Richmondshire or at:
Amanda.madden@hambleton.gov.uk

Name Project Description Progress Status
Affordable | Affordable housing | The Rural Housing Enabler continues to work Ongoing
Housing initiatives for rental | alongside HDC Planners when potential sites
Initiatives | or purchasing for | are identified and planning applications are




