Agenda ltem 6

Report to : Stokesley Area Forum

Date : Monday 17 October 2011

Subject : LSP AREA FORUM ACTION PLANS
Author: Peter Cole, Community Link Officer
Background/Context :

The Area Forum gives Members the opportunity to monitor and influence those Council-led
activities identified in the Stokesley & Villages Community Plan. The Stokesley and Villages
Community Regeneration Group published their Community Plan in 2002. The Plan was
completed following consultation with the community and identifies those organisations
responsible for the delivery of specific projects across Stokesley and the surrounding villages.

Summary

Funding For Community Projects

Each of the five Area Partnerships within Hambleton have recently been awarded £2,400 to
support groups that are seeking funding for capital projects that will be of benefit to the wider
community. This grant funding has been available from the Hambleton & Richmondshire
Strategic Forum to each of the Area Partnerships to help with the delivery of the Hambleton &
Richmondshire Sustainable Community Strategies (HRSCS.) The priorities for the Hambleton
Sustainable Community Strategy are:

Supporting local communities to take their own actions
e Building capacity and supporting infrastructure
e Building skills and confidence
e Safeguarding local services and facilities

Promoting the individual health & well being of residents

Addressing financial inclusion

Preventing fuel poverty

Reducing the carbon footprint of our communities

Reducing the impact alcohol has on our communities

Tackling obesity in our communities

Promoting a healthier workforce

Providing support to vulnerable and older people in the community
Providing support to young people in the community

Ensuring equality of access to services
e Supporting broadband, digital and mobile access
e Engaging with community transport providers to enhance accessibility
e Providing sufficient affordable housing to meet community need

Supporting the creation of economic prosperity
e Providing support to businesses, including workforce skills and development and
inward investment
¢ Facilitating development




Key criteria for the capital funding is that the grant awarded must be spent by the end of March
2012 and that no more that 75% of the total project cost can be applied for.

It has been suggested that in Stokesley funds be allocated using a ‘Participatory Budgeting’
process though this has yet to be agreed by members of the Stokesley & Villages Community
Regeneration Group.

= Broadband Task/Finish Group

The Task/Finish Group continues to work closely with NYCC, NYnet and local communities to
identify broadband ‘not-spots’ across Hambleton and Richmondshire and to recommend priority
areas that would benefit from investment in the broadband infrastructure. Frequently asked
guestions about community broadband initiatives have been collated, expressions of interest in
improved broadband performance from communities are being sought and broadband
‘champions’ are being encouraged to take responsibility for the sharing of accurate and
consistent information within their own communities. Community Broadband champions have
been identified in Swainby and Seamer.

=  Winter Weather Group

Work is underway to ensure residents of Hambleton & Richmondshire can ‘Keep Safe, Keep
Warm’ this winter. Members of the Winter Weather Task/Finish Group have signed up to an
Action Plan that seeks to address issues faced by elderly and vulnerable people during periods
of severe weather. Literature providing advice and guidance is to be distributed via flu-jab
surgeries across Hambleton & Richmondshire and a series of bi-weekly press releases will be
circulated to the local media encouraging residents to prepare for winter weather. Parish
Councils and volunteer-led organisations across Hambleton and Richmondshire are being
invited to suggest practical community solutions to ensure that elderly and vulnerable people are
supported during periods of severe weather.

= Hambleton & Richmondshire Strategic Forum News

The first edition of the bi-monthly newsletter has been published which provides an update on
the work being undertaken by members of the Forum and the 10 Area Partnerships across
Hambleton & Richmondshire. The next issue of the bulletin will be published in November.

Annex A provides an update on the work being undertaken by Hambleton District Council’s Rural
Housing Enabler.

Recommendations :

That Members note the Report and the progress made towards the completion of the Affordable
Housing Schemes across the Stokesley area.




District Council Projects within the Community Plan

Annex A

COMMUNITY PLAN PROJECTS

Project Project Description Progress Status
Name
Affordable | Affordable housing | The Rural Housing Enabler continues to work Ongoing
Housing initiatives for rental | alongside HDC Planners when potential sites
Initiatives or purchasing for | are identified and planning applications are

young people.

Encouragement
given to schemes
that will develop
starter homes for
young people

submitted.

The following activity has been undertaken by
the Rural Housing Enabler since the previous
Area Forum:

= Swainby: Due to a number of planning
conditions being put on the planning
application by NYMNPA, the start on site
has been delayed and is expected
imminently.

= Seamer: The landowner of Seamer Farm
has withdrawn his offer of a site.
Alternative sites will be investigated.

= Hutton Rudby: Pre application
discussions have been held with a number
of interested parties and the affordable
provision has been discussed. There are a
number of interested housing associations
willing to work in partnership with whoever
takes this site forward. The RHE will be
involved in reviewing the Housing Need
information and all consultations held.

= Great Broughton/Kirkby: A possible
scheme has been drawn up by a private
developer and a planning application has
been submitted.

» Crathorne: Work is progressing on
developing a suitable scheme to meet the
identified need.

The Rural Housing Enabler is currently
working on re-visiting the rejected LDF
Housing Allocation Sites to see if any can be
considered as ‘Exception Sites’ for a small
scheme. An exercise is underway to consider
empty properties that could be brought back
into use as affordable units.

Amanda can be contacted on 01609 767048
for Hambleton and 01748 828755 for
Richmondshire or at:
Amanda.madden@hambleton.gov.uk




