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Background/Context : 
The purpose of this report . 
 
Summary : 
1. The Boundary Commission for England is an independent and impartial public body 

which is responsible for reviewing parliamentary boundaries in England.  The 
Parliamentary Voting System and Constituencies Act 2011 sets out the process for a 
review of the current boundaries.  The review process is intended to be heavily 
informed by public consultation. 

 
2. The Boundary Commission is therefore seeking views on the shape of the 

parliamentary constituencies in England.  The consultation is open until 5 December 
2011.  Responses should be in writing by letter, e-mail or on-line form.  You can also 
make representation in person by attending a local public hearing.  There is one 
planned for Northallerton at The Golden Lion Hotel on the High Street for 20 and 21 
October.  The times of the hearing will be 11.00 am to 8.00 pm on day 1 and 9.00 am to 
4.00 pm on day 2.  The hearings will be chaired by an Assistant Commissioner. 

 
3. Consultation responses will be published in Spring 2012, together with a 4 week 

opportunity for written responses and any proposed revisions published in Autumn 
2012, which may be subject to further consultation.  The Boundary Commission is 
required to make final recommendations by 1 October 2013. 

 
4. The overall proposal is to reduce the number of constituencies from 533 to 502. 
 
5. Constituencies are based on an electoral quota which is 76,641.  Every constituency, 

except for 2 on the Isle of Wight, must be within +/- 5% of this figure which gives a 
range of 72,810 to 80,473.  The boundaries must also recognise May 2010 ward 
boundaries.  The Boundary Commission has no discretion to make recommendations 
which do no meet these parameters.  The electoral quota was applied to the 9 regions 
of England.  Within the regions it was not possible to allocate whole numbers of 
constituencies to individual counties.  Boundaries can therefore cross county or unitary 
boundaries, but no regional boundaries. 

 
6. The legislation also states that when deciding on boundaries, the Boundary 

Commission may also take into account any local ties that would be broken by changes 
in constituencies. 

 
7. Yorkshire and Humberside has been allocated 50 constituencies which is a reduction of 

4.  Only 5 of the existing 54 constituencies remain unchanged.  One is in North 
Yorkshire and 4 are in South Yorkshire.  There are 3 constituencies that contain 
electors from both North Yorkshire and West Yorkshire.  One is from Harrogate 
Borough and 2 from Selby.  There are also two constituencies that contain electors 
from both North Yorkshire and the City of York. 



 
8. In North Yorkshire it is not proposed to change the existing constituency of 

Scarborough and Whitby.  A new Malton constituency is proposed which will contain 
the whole of the District of Ryedale, 9 wards of Hambleton, 2 wards of Scarborough 
and 1 ward (Strensall) from the City of York. In the North of the County a Richmond and 
Thirsk constituency is proposed which contains 21 wards of Hambleton and 18 of 
Richmondshire.  This includes Northallerton, Thirsk and Richmond. 

 
9. In terms of the local significance; Stokesley, Great Ayton and Swainby will fall into the 

Malton constituency, whereas Hutton Rudby, Potto and Osmotherley will fall into the 
Richmond and Thirsk constituency.  The attached annex is an extract from the 
Boundary Commission's proposals plan. The Malton constituency will have 79,140 
electors and the Richmond and Thirsk constituency will have 75,898 electors.  The 
Boundary Commission could consider a variation to this local boundary but only based 
on following existing ward boundaries and maintaining the electoral quota referred to 
above.  This could not be achieved by amending the boundaries between these two 
constituencies alone as the Hambleton element of the Malton constituency is 22,117. 

 
Recommendation : 
The Forum notes the report. 
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