
From: Naiomi Kempton
Sent: 05 August 2014 17:50
To: Paul Casey
Subject: RE: Public Consultation - Trees at Knaresborough Castle

Dear Paul,
I have now had an opportunity to consider your consultation regarding works to trees
within Knaresborough Castle precinct. Further to my response to the previous
consultation earlier this year- much of the content of which is directly applicable to
the current consultation- which I have copied below for ease of reference, I have the
following comments:

The trees in question add character to the site, in particular they provide enclosure
and help to define the key spaces. Some minor crown thinning would, in my view, be
acceptable as this would open up filtered views through the canopies to the Castle
Keep, which is a designated heritage asset. Crown reduction, however is considered
to constitute a severe approach to management of these trees. If this approach is
taken, it is considered that these trees will appear incongruous in relation to the
remaining trees in the vicinity, to the detriment of this characterful and otherwise
mature and leafy site.

Paul,
I have been asked to respond to your consultation on the above. Please note I only
received this email on Friday of last week but as I have just returned from annual
leave, this morning is my first opportunity to respond.

These comments are made following discussion with both Wendy Wright and Simon
Hartley and following a desk- based assessment- given the time constraints referred
to above, it has not been possible to visit the site.

The consultation omits any information about the health and condition of the trees in
question and fails to detail the criteria which was used to select the individual trees to
be removed. A detailed tree survey should be carried out and this survey, together
with a management plan for the trees within the Castle Precinct, should inform the
proposed removal of any trees in this area.

Whilst it is considered that there is merit in opening up views of the Castle Keep and
in managing the mature trees within the Castle grounds and indeed in or on the
Moat, Bebra Gardens, Castle Bank and the land to the north west, in principle the
presumption would be in favour of retention of mature trees. It should be noted that
the mature trees within the Castle Precinct contribute to the character and
appearance of the conservation area and the aesthetic significance of the
designated asset.

As identified in the consultation, the trees in question are within the designated
Knaresborough Conservation Area. As such, due regard should be given to the
Knaresborough Conservation Area Character Appraisal (CAA) (approved December
2008). The Castle Precinct is described in chapter 10 of the CAA Section D: The
Castle Precinct p.27 onwards. Furthermore trees within the Castle grounds are



identified as ‘landmark trees’ at paragraph 10.17 and on map LD: Character Area D:
The Castle Precinct- Landscape, p.51.

If removal of the trees that are the subject of this consultation is deemed to be
acceptable, it is considered that the planting of replacement trees in a suitable
location within the immediate vicinity should be required, species and siting to be
agreed.

Advice should be sought from Keith Emerick, Inspector of Ancient Monuments at
English Heritage, regarding the potential impact of the proposals on the Scheduled
Ancient Monument. Keith can be contacted via email keith.emerick@english-
heritage.org.uk and by telephone on 01904 601988.

Due regard should be given to the following policies:
Harrogate District LDF: Core Strategy DPD (February 2009)
Policy EQ2: The Natural and Built Environment and Green Belt

Local Development Framework (Saved Policies):
HD3- Development in Conservation Areas

Local Development Framework (Emerging Policies):
EQ4 – Designated Heritage Assets
EQ5 – Local Distinctiveness
(The emerging policies of the Sites and Policies DPD are material considerations in
determining planning applications.  Currently they should be given limited weight.
However, the weight to be attached to them may increase significantly now the
publication draft of the DPD has been published when the objections submitted to
them are reviewed).

Government  and other Guidance
National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) (April 2012), particularly Chapter 12
Conserving and Enhancing the Historic Environment
Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Regulations Act 1990. Section
72of the Act requires that special attention shall be paid in the exercise of planning
functions to the desirability of preserving or enhancing the character or appearance
of a conservation area.
Conservation Principles; Policies and Guidance (April 2008) English Heritage
Heritage Management Strategy (January 2014)
Knaresborough Conservation Area Character Appraisal (December 2008) HBC.

I hope these comments are helpful.

Regards,

Naiomi

Mrs Naiomi Kempton BA Hons PGDip MA MRTPI
Principal Conservation Officer
Department of Development Services
Harrogate Borough Council


