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1.0 PURPOSE OF REPORT

1.1 To provide an update regarding the Department for Transport (DfT) Cycling
Delivery Plan and to present a long list of potential schemes along with the
identified priority schemes (Appendix A).  The report seeks approval to
finalise an Expression of Interest (EoI) to be submitted to the Dft upon
release of the final Cycling Delivery Plan paper.

2.0 RECOMMENDATIONS

2.1

2.2

That the schemes presented in Appendix A form the basis of a programme
plan to propose to the DfT subject to final agreement with North Yorkshire
County Council.

A full expression of interest alongside a scheme list is to be brought back to
the Cabinet Member for Sustainable Transport when the contents of the final
Dft Cycling Delivery Plan have been published.

3.0 RECOMMENDED REASON FOR DECISION

3.1 The schemes presented offer a targeted, deliverable and community led way
of increasing and improving walking and cycling infrastructure across
Harrogate and Knaresborough and potentially other areas of the district.
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4.0 ALTERNATIVE OPTION CONSIDERED AND RECOMMENDED FOR
REJECTION

4.1 The Cycling Delivery Plan presents an opportunity to work in partnership with
the Dft to increase the level of cycling across the country.  The alternative
option would be to not pursue partnership working with the Dft and look for
local funding.  Under this scenario HBC would miss out on opportunities to
match fund significant infrastructure schemes and would be completely
reliant on local funding sources which are not guaranteed to be focussed on
cycling. Not having a proposed scheme list provides little structure to build an
EoI on.

5.0 CYCLING DELIVERY PLAN

5.1

5.2

5.3

The national Cycling Delivery Plan was produced in draft by the Dft in
October 2014.  There are two key ambitions as part of the draft delivery plan,
these are:

 To double cycling, where cycling activity is measured as the estimated
total number of bicycle stages made each year, from 0.8 billion
stages in 2013 to 1.6 billion stages.

 To increase the percentage of children aged 5 to 10 that usually walk
to school from 48% in 2013 to 55%

The plan period is for ten years, covers England and invites local authorities
to submit an EoI to work with the Government in order to achieve the
ambitions outlined above.

The final Cycling Delivery Plan has not yet been published and it is
understood that any final draft will contain more information regarding the
submission of an EoI than is currently included within the October 2014
document.  The date of publication for the final Cycling Delivery Plan is not
yet known.

5.4 The content of the EoI should be agreed in confidence with the groups
involved in the cycle forum and with the Cabinet Member for Sustainable
Transport in order to ensure that HBC ideas are kept private from others who
may be looking to submit competing proposals.

5.5 A long list of schemes has been produced by local cycling groups with input
from other interested parties through the HBC Cycle Forum.  Further
discussions have led to this long list of schemes being prioritised into what is
considered a deliverable shortlist.  These schemes are identified as the
priority schemes through the list at Appendix A and on the plan at Appendix
B.

5.6 When developing the shortlist, the key focus has been to ensure that
schemes meet the requirements of linking (or enabling connections to
existing links) employment, education and residential areas within Harrogate
and Knaresborough.
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5.7 The shortlist comprises:

 One major scheme to link Harrogate with Knaresborough alongside
the A59.

 Six medium term or high impact schemes
 Nine short term schemes which could be programmed over the course

of the ten year period of the Cycling Delivery Plan.
 Provision for future rollout of success from a partnership focussed on

Harrogate and Knaresborough to other parts of the district.

5.8 It is proposed that this list, subject to full consultation with North Yorkshire
County Council as highway authority, forms the basis of a programme plan to
provide Harrogate District with a strong case to access future national
funding sources and deliver new cycling infrastructure.

5.9 A final EoI and schemes list will be brought back to this meeting upon
assessment of the final version of the Cycling Delivery Plan and alignment
with the recent Infrastructure Act.

6.0 REQUIRED ASSESSMENTS AND IMPLICATIONS

6.1 The following were considered:  Financial Implications;  Human Resources
Implications;  Legal Implications;  ICT Implications;  Strategic Property/Asset
Management Considerations;  Risk Assessment;  Equality and Diversity (the
Public Sector Equality Duty and impact upon people with protected
characteristics).  If applicable, the outcomes of any consultations,
assessments, considerations and implications considered necessary during
preparation of this report are detailed below.

6.2 There are no foreseen implications at this stage.  A full assessment of
implications will be undertaken in the future report to formalise the EoI and
associated final proposed programme.

7.0 CONCLUSIONS

7.1 The list contained in Appendix A provides a comprehensive set of cycle
initiatives and potential new cycling infrastructure which would assist in
providing a network capable of attracting new cyclists.  It is important to
agree the schemes that are intended to form the basis of an expression of
interest in order to provide a clear structure for the proposals to assist
government in achieving their ambitions.  The Cycling Delivery Plan
represents an opportunity that should not be missed for creating new cycling
infrastructure across Harrogate and Knaresborough.

Background Papers –
Cycling Delivery Plan. Department for Transport. October 2014.



4

Appendix A: Scheme List
Appendix B: Scheme Plan

OFFICER CONTACT: Please contact Tom Horner if you require any further information
on the contents of this report.  The Officer can be contacted at Knapping Mount, West
Grove Road, Harrogate, HG1 2AE by telephone on 01423 500600 extension 58332 or by
e-mail at thomas.horner@harrogate.gov.uk

mailto:thomas.horner@harrogate.gov.uk

