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HARROGATE BOROUGH COUNCIL 
DECISION NOTICE 

  
 Cabinet Member for:  Sustainable Transport 
  

  
 Date of Decision:  14th January 2019 
  

   
1. Decision No/ 

Your Ref: 
ST015Jan14/CC 1a. Wards affected:  All 

   

  
2. Subject: 

 Implementation of a Car Club in Harrogate District 
  

  
3. A. The information given in this form is a fair and accurate record of          

the decision made by Councillor Phil Ireland  
   
  Portfolio Holder: (Signature)   

   
 B. The Cabinet Member (Cllr P Ireland) declared the following interest:  

None 
   
 C. Was a substitute appointed?:  No 
   

  
4. DECISION: 
  
 Please state: 
  
 A. Decision made: 
  That the Council go out to tender to facilitate the establishment of a Car 

Club in the Harrogate District. 
 
That up to a maximum of £28,000 from the Council Investment Reserve, 
earmarked for sustainable transport is used to seed fund the 
establishment of a Car Club in the Harrogate District. 

   
 

 B. Reason for making decision: 
 
A car club will provide an important addition to the sustainable transport 
offer in the district by; 
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 Offering the opportunity for residents to give up their car, or second 
car whilst still maintaining access to a vehicle; 

 Reducing the demand for car use as residents using the car club 
will consider their travel choices more carefully, look to walking, 
cycling and public transport more and only use a car when 
necessary; 

 Enabling visitors arriving by air and rail to have access to a car 
when they need it to reach their final destination. 

 The risk to Harrogate Borough Council is limited as the car club 
operators carry the risk with regards to vehicles being involved in 
accidents. The car club operators have been running for a relatively 
long time and run a national operation with sustained usage and a 
working business model, one of the operators is also backed by a 
multi-national car hire business. 

 
  The Council Investment Reserve, earmarked for Sustainable Transport 

was specifically established in order for HBC to contribute towards 
schemes that will reduce vehicle usage in the district.  Each car club car 
can be expected to take 10 to 11 vehicles off the road 
 
The £28k allocation will enable the scheme to become commercially 
sustainable thereby providing an initiative that can be further expanded 
particularly at major new developments in future 

  
C. 

 
Alternative options considered and rejected: 
 

1. Not facilitating the development of a car club is recommended for 
rejection. Car clubs have been demonstrated to reduce 
dependence on private cars, increase uptake in active travel and 
utilisation of public transport; consequently reducing congestion and 
air pollution. 
 

2. Rely purely on public transport, walking and cycling in order to 
reduce congestion on the district’s roads.  This option is also 
recommended for rejection, whilst a vital part of the fabric of a car 
club, public transport on its own they would not be able to meet the 
on-demand, go anywhere nature of a car club. The car club should 
add to the existing public transport offer and look to be integrated 
into the sustainable transport system to complement buses and 
trains and provide a seamless door to door service. 

   
   

  
5. Please outline all additional material or information considered at the 

meeting whether written or oral and not detailed in the written report:  N/A 
  

  
6. With regard to the written report please indicate: 
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 A. The number of appendices:  1 
    
 B. The number of background papers and their 

location/file reference:  
 

0 
    
 C. The number of any additional papers considered 

which are to form part of the ‘definitive report’ on 
the matter:  

 
 

0 
  

  
7. Was all or any part of the report deemed to be exempt? No 
  

  
8. If so: 
  
 A. 

 
Please state to which part of the report it is applicable and give the 
wording of the relevant paragraph of Schedule 12A to the Local 
Government Act 1972:    

   
 B. Is there an Exempt Decision Notice? No 
  

   
9. A. Is this a Key Decision? No 
   
 If so, please state: 
   
 B. Forward Plan reference number:  
 C. Relevant Overview and Scrutiny Commission:  
 D. Date Democratic Services were supplied with 

report and accompanying papers for publication 
and consequent circulation to the Scrutiny 
Commission Chair: 

 

 E. Urgent Item of Business – Call-in 
  

If a matter is urgent and Call-in cannot be applied please state: 
   
 (i) Reasons: 
 (ii) Date of agreement of Scrutiny Commission Chair that the decision is 

urgent: 
 (iii) Means of communication of agreement: 
   

  
10. Officers in attendance at the meeting during consideration of this item:   

1. Daniel Harper - Executive Officer Economy and Transport 
2. Thomas Horner - Strategic Transport Planner 
3. Thomas O’Donovan - Project Officer, Transport 
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11. Decision to be actioned by: 
Thomas O’Donovan - Project Officer, Transport 
Thomas Horner - Strategic Transport Planner 

  

  
12. Please confirm that all Officers required to be consulted prior to 

forwarding this Decision Notice to the Democratic Services Section have 
been consulted:  Confirmed 

  

  
13. Date Decision Notice despatched to Democratic Services via Email: 
 14 January 2019 
  

  
14. NOT TO BE COMPLETED UNLESS it was impracticable to include the 

Key Decision in the Forward Plan: 
  
 A. Call-in to apply: 

  Please state: 
 (i) Reasons: 
 (ii) Date Proper Officer and Scrutiny Commission Chair were supplied 

with report and papers: 
   
 B. Special Urgency Provision (Call-in cannot be applied): 
  Please state: 

 (i) Reasons: 
 (ii) Date on which agreement obtained from Scrutiny Commission Chair 

that the decision is urgent:  
 (iii) Means of communication of agreement: 
   

  
15. (For use in Democratic Services Section) 
  
 A. Decision Validated by: Elizabeth Jackson 
    
 B. Date decision validated and published: 14 January 2019 
    
 C. Date Call-in procedure ends (if appropriate) –  

4.30 pm on: 
 

N/A 
    
 D. If 9D or 14A is answered give date of public 

notice: 
 

N/A 
    
 E. File Ref and Officer Ref: ST015Jan14/CC 
    
 F. If Special Urgency Provision (14B above) has 

been applied please confirm that relevant 
item will be included on next Council Agenda: 

 
 

N/A 
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