Agenda Item 8

BOROUGH COUNCIL

REPORT TO: The Cabinet

DATE:

14 December 2005

REPORTING OFFICER: Head of Parks & Open Spaces

(Patrick Kilburn)

SUBJECT: Library Gardens — North Yorkshire County Council —

Family History/Discovery Centre

WARDS AFFECTED: Low Harrogate

FORWARD PLAN REF: DCS/FP122
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PURPOSE OF THE REPORT
To update Cabinet on the current position with regards to this proposal.

To seek approval from Cabinet for the land to the West of Library Gardens to
be made available to the County for the progression of this development.

To make available to the County the land, which is the key component for this
scheme progressing.

Officers of the Council and the Corporate Management Team (CMT) have
been consulted in the preparation of this report and their comments are
included within.

RECOMMENDATIONS

That Cabinet give approval that the area of land as shown on Appendix 1
(cross hatched) can be developed by North Yorkshire County Council (NYCC)
to progress the proposed Family History/Discovery Centre subject to:

e Agreeing to the terms and conditions of the land with NYCC including
reciprocal benefits in kind,;

e Satisfactory conclusion of the advertising of the proposed disposal of the
Public Open Space needed for the extension in accordance with S123
(2A) of the Local Government Act 1972;

e NYCC obtaining the appropriate planning approvals;

e Adequate provision of toilet facilties in the development;
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e The scheme being suitably integrated with the gardens;
NYCC securing the required funding.

That officers continue to work with NYCC to develop the scheme and comply
with this recommendation and previous resolutions and report back on
progress at a later date.

RECOMMENDED REASONS FOR THE DECISION

For this scheme to progress we are advised by NYCC that they need a firm
assurance from HBC that the land to the west of Library Gardens is available
for this development. Without this agreement they feel their bid for Heritage
Lottery Funding (HLF) could be jeopardised.

ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED AND RECOMMENDED FOR
REJECTION

Not to agree to the recommendations. This is recommended for rejection as it
is likely that this will jeopardise the bid from the NYCC to the HLF.
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INTRODUCTION

Cabinet gave approval in principal to progress this scheme on 24 August
2005 (Minute number 46/05 refers).

Since then officers from both NYCC and HBC along with Levitt Bernstein the
Architects appointed by NYCC to draw up the provisional plans for the site
have been working together to move this project forward.

This report looks at those issues and seeks approval from Cabinet for the

disposal of the land to the West of Library Gardens to NYCC, subiject to:-

e Agreeing to the terms and conditions of the land with NYCC including
reciprocal benefits in kind;

e Satisfactory conclusion of the advertising of the proposed disposal of the

Public Open Space needed for the extension in accordance with S123

(2A) of the Local Government Act 1972;

NYCC obtaining the appropriate planning approvals;

Adequate provision of toilet facilties in the development;

The scheme being suitably integrated with the gardens;

NYCC securing the required funding.

There are significant issues still to be resolved between the Borough Council
and NYCC on the terms and conditions and so further reports will be brought
back to Cabinet as required seeking any necessary approvals.

PROMOTING THE SCHEME
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One issue request raised by Cabinet on 24 August 2005 was to ensure that
the concept proposals were promoted and the public have an opportunity to
make their observations.

Consequently, NYCC with their architects have put together a consultation
display board, which has been in the library on Victoria Avenue since

1 December 2005. Details of this including the drawings are available in the
Members Room and were circulated to the Cabinet and Ward Councillors on
30 November 2005. They were circulated to the County Councillors by NYCC
on the same day.

The display boards will be in the Library until January 2006 and whilst it is not
possible to advise Cabinet in this report what the outcome of the consultation
has been, | should be able to update Cabinet at the meeting on 14 December
2005.

In addition NYCC have also commissioned an independent market research
company to carry out in depth consultation with several focus groups which
include members of the Harrogate Community as well as current users of
Harrogate Library/County Archives/Local Studies Services.

PREVIOUS RESOLUTION 46/05

Since the meeting of 24 August 2005 officers have continued to discuss the
issues with NYCC. These include the issue of the Customer Resource
Service, electric sub station, toilets etc., planning and the advertising of the
site for its subsequent disposal in accordance with S123 (2A) of the Local
Government Act 1972.

Progress is being made on all these fronts but as of yet nothing has been
finalised as no concept scheme has been approved. Once the concept has
been approved and a submission made to the HLF (assuming they approve it)
then it will be possible to develop these a lot further. Outcomes of this will be
reported in future reports to Cabinet as required.

FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS

There are no financial considerations at this time.
TIMESCALES

As Cabinet is aware NYCC need to move this project on rapidly if they are to
have any chance of securing Heritage Lottery Funding to enable this project
to be developed. The NYCC timetable for the proposed development is
currently at the stage where a Phase one bid needs to be made to the HLF.
The rest of the timetable is as shown below.

December 2005 Submission of Phase One bid to Heritage Lottery Fund



June 2006 Phase One bid decision — If successful start on detailed

design work

July 2007 Submission of Phase Two bid to Heritage Lottery Fund

December 2007 Phase Two bid decision

July 2008 Construction phase begins

December 2009 Construction complete, opening of new Centre.

10.0 SUMMARY

10.1 Consultation is currently being undertaken on an outline scheme for the
Family History/Discovery Centre.

10.2 A clear decision is required making the land to the West of Library Gardens
available to NYCC for the progression of this development subject to various
agreement on terms and conditions, planning, toilets etc.

Officer: Patrick Kilburn, Head of Parks and Open Spaces — if you require further
information on the contents of this report. The Officer can be contacted at Springfield
House, Kings Road, Harrogate, HG1 5NX or by telephone on 01423 556704 or Email
Patrick.Kilburn@harrogate.gov.uk
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