
107/05 - LIBRARY GARDENS HARROGATE – NORTH YORKSHIRE COUNTY 
 COUNCIL FAMILY HISTORY/DISCOVERY CENTRE:  Further to Cabinet 
Minute 46/05 the Head of Parks and Open Spaces submitted a further written report in 
order to update Cabinet on this proposal and which, in addition, sought approval for the 
land to the west of Library Gardens to be made available to the County for the 
progression of this development.  In respect of the latter, Cabinet were advised that in 
order for the scheme to progress a firm assurance was now required from the Council 
with regard to the availability of the land in question, without which the County Council’s 
bid for Heritage Lottery funding could be jeopardised. Negotiations on other aspects of 
the scheme were to continue with the County Council, which would take on board the 
suggestion made by the Cabinet Member for Environmental Health with regard to the 
inclusion of super loo provision within the development.  The Head of Parks and Open 
Spaces reminded Cabinet that the adjoining Rose Gardens would be unaffected by the 
proposals and that at the present time, the scheme was cost neutral to this Council. 
 
RESOLVED (UNANIMOUSLY): 
 
That (1)  approval be given in order that the area of land as shown on Appendix 1 
(cross hatched) can be developed by North Yorkshire County Council (NYCC) to 
progress the proposed Family History/Discovery Centre subject to: 
 

• Agreeing to the terms and conditions of the land with NYCC including reciprocal 
benefits in kind; 

• Satisfactory conclusion of the advertising of the proposed disposal of the Public 
Open Space needed for the extension in accordance with S123 (2A) of the Local 
Government Act 1972; 

• North Yorkshire County Council obtaining the appropriate planning approvals; 
• Adequate provision of toilet facilities in the development; 
• The scheme being suitably integrated with the gardens; 
• NYCC securing the required funding; and 

 
(2)  Officers continue to work with NYCC to develop the scheme and comply with 

this recommendation and previous resolutions and report back on progress at a later 
date. 

 
Reasons for making decision: 
 
For this scheme to progress we are advised by NYCC that they need a firm assurance 
from HBC that the land to the west of Library Gardens is available for this development.  
Without this agreement, they feel their bid for Heritage Lottery Funding (HLF) could be 
jeopardised. 
 
Alternative options considered and rejected: 
 
Not to agree to the recommendations. This was recommended for rejection as it was 
likely that this would jeopardise the bid from the NYCC to the HLF. 



 
(5.52 pm – 5.56 pm) 

 
(D) 

 


