
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Agenda Item No..... 
 
REPORT TO: Corporate Overview and Scrutiny Commission 
  
DATE: 23 January 2007 
  
DEPARTMENT: Resources 
  
REPORTING OFFICER: Head of Legal and Democratic Services 
 (Mr P R Jordan) 
  
SUBJECT: 

STANDARDS COMMITTEE/TERMS OF 
REFERENCE/GOVERNANCE PANEL 

  
WARD/S AFFECTED: All 
  
FORWARD PLAN REF: N/A 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
1.0 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 
 
1.1 

 
Attached at Appendix A to this document is the report submitted to the 
Governance Panel meeting held on 18 December 2006.  The purpose of the 
report submitted to the Governance Panel was twofold: 
 
1. To consider a request from the Standards Committee to allow an  
Independent Member of that Committee to be co-opted to the Governance  
Panel. 
 
2. To consider the involvement of the Governance Panel in payment of any 
significant amount of compensation under Section 92 of the Local 
Government Act 2000 in respect of actual or possible maladministration. 
 

1.2 In this instance the Corporate Commission is required, under the 
Constitution, to ratify the recommendations of the Governance Panel, set out 
above. 
 

2.0 
RECOMMENDATION/S 

 
2.1 

 
That the Corporate Commission endorse the recommendations of the 
Governance Panel to agree to the co-option of an Independent Member of 



the Standards Committee to the Governance Panel. 
 
2.2 

 
That the Commission endorse the recommendation of the Governance Panel 
in agreeing to support the proposed addition of the delegated power of the 
Chief Executive in respect of a settlement of Ombudsman complaints subject 
to the Leader being consulted and the subsequent report to the Panel. 
 

3.0 RECOMMENDED REASON/S FOR DECISION/S 
 
3.1 

 
To encourage good communication and respective understanding of roles 
between the Governance Panel and Standards Committee. 

 
3.2 

 
To avoid Standards Committee involvement in payments under Section 92 of 
the Local Government Act 2000 as this might conflict with its statutory 
obligation to consider ethical issues subsequently arising from the same 
case (as set out in Appendix A). 
 

4.0 
ALTERNATIVE OPTION/S CONSIDERED AND RECOMMENDED FOR 
REJECTION 

 
4.1 

 
The original report to the Governance Panel is attached as an Appendix.  
The Appendix therefore sets out the background reasoning and protocols in 
this regard. 

  
5.0 CONCLUSIONS 
 
5.1 

 
The conclusions are the same as those set out in Section 5 of the 
Governance Panel’s report attached as an appendix to this document. 

  
Background Papers - None 
 
 
OFFICER CONTACT:  Please contact Peter Jordan if you require any further 
information on the contents of this report.  The officer can be contacted at Crescent 
Gardens by telephone on (01423) 556029 or by Email: 
peter.jordan@harrogate.gov.uk                
 
 
SUSTAINABILITY ASSESSMENT / POLICY CONSIDERATIONS 

  Implications are 
  Positive Neutral Negative 

A Economy  �  
B Environment  �  
C 
i) 
ii) 
 

iii) 

Social Equity 
General 
Customer Care / People 
with Disabilities 
Health Implications 

 
�  

            

 
 
 
 

 



D Crime and Disorder  
Implications 

 �  

 
If all comments lie within the shaded areas, the proposal is sustainable. 
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