43/07 - DRAFT GOVERNANCE PANEL ANNUAL REPORT: The Scrutiny Officer
submitted the draft version of the Governance Panel’'s annual report for 2007/08 and
invited the Panel to consider and complete the self-assessment attached to Appendix C
to the report. The Panel was also invited to consider any comments or amendments to
the draft in advance of its presentation to Council.

The Panel considered the self-assessment attached as an Appendix to the report, and
felt able to respond positively to every question set out therein. It was agreed that
Officers would review work to improve Members’ skills and experience in relation to
Governance, and indeed Dr French advised that he would welcome training in relation
to his role as a member of the Governance Panel. It was noted that Dr French had been
co-opted to the Panel and had not been able to benefit from the same training as those
Members of the Panel who had been present from its establishment.

The Scrutiny Officer then referred to the written report, which was a summary of work
carried out by the Panel during the course of the last year, and it was noted that the
Panel considered that it had operated effectively during the course of the last year, and
that it had fulfilled its Terms of Reference. Panel Members asked to see how other local
authorities approached this kind of work, and the Audit Manager agreed to contact
colleagues in other authorities to provide the Panel with this information. The Panel
recognised its greater role in 2007/08 in the finalisation of the final accounts.

Overall the Panel felt that it had worked well together as a group and had built up a level
of experience and expertise that it hoped would be maintained when the panel
reconvened in the new municipal year.

Councillor Theakston then led the Panel in thanking Councillor Clark for his
chairmanship during the course of the last year. The report was then received.

(5.58 pm —6.10 pm)



