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REPORTING OFFICER: Scrutiny Officer (Mark Codman)

SUBJECT: Consideration of Draft General Fund Revenue
Budget 2009/2010 — Overview and Scrutiny
Response

WARD/S AFFECTED: All

FORWARD PLAN REF: N/A

1.0 PURPOSE OF REPORT

1.1 In accordance with the Council’s Budget and Policy Framework Procedure
Rules the Overview and Scrutiny Commissions are required to consider the
Executive’s budget proposals in January of each year.

1.2 The Organisation Improvement and Environment Overview and Scrutiny
Commission and the Community and Partners Overview and Scrutiny
Commission considers the detailed budgets within their remits and the
Corporate Overview and Scrutiny Commission brings together the comments
from the two Commissions and considers the overall comments from
Scrutiny regarding the General Fund Budget 2009/2010 to refer to Cabinet.

1.3 This report therefore details the comments from the Environment Overview
and Scrutiny Commission and the Community and Partners Overview and
Scrutiny Commission regarding the Executive’s budget proposals for the
General Fund Revenue Budget 2008/2009 to enable the Corporate
Commission to consider the overall comments from Scrutiny.

2.0 RECOMMENDATION/S
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4.2

It is recommended that Commission considers the comments from the
Environment Overview and Scrutiny Commission and the Community and
Partners Overview and Scrutiny Commission regarding the Draft General
Fund Revenue Budget 2009/2010 and agrees the overall Scrutiny response
including format to refer to Cabinet.

THE REPORT

In accordance with the Council’s Budget and Policy Framework Procedure
Rules the Overview and Scrutiny Commissions are required to consider the
Executive’s budget proposals in January of each year.

The timetable of meetings for the and Environment Overview and Scrutiny
Commission and the Community and Partners Overview and Scrutiny
Commission and the budgets considered are listed in APPENDIX A.

The process for the consideration of the Revenue Budget 2009/2010
provides a standard and consistent approach allowing the Commissions to
focus work on key areas, prevent unnecessary work and provide a robust
challenge to Portfolio Holders. This was used throughout the budget Scrutiny
process and Portfolio Holders addressed this format in their presentations at
each meeting. A copy of the format is attached at APPENDIX A for
information.

General Fund Revenue Budget 2009/2010 Consideration

Attached at APPENDIX B is an overall summary of the comments from the
Organisation Improvement and Environment Overview and Scrutiny
Commission and the Community and Partners Overview and Scrutiny
Commission regarding the Draft General Fund Revenue Budget 2009/2010

Also attached for information at APPENDIX C is a copy of the report from the
Corporate Overview and Scrutiny that was considered by Cabinet in 2008.

The Commission can consider the comments from the Environment
Overview and Scrutiny Commission and the Community and Partners
Overview and Scrutiny Commission regarding the Draft General Fund
Revenue Budget 2009/2010 and agree the overall response from Scrutiny.
The report detailing the Commission’s response in 2008 can be used to
agree a format for the submission of the a response to Cabinet at its meeting
on 4 February 2009.

CONCLUSION/S
In accordance with the Council’s Budget and Policy Framework Procedure
Rules the Overview and Scrutiny Commissions are required to consider the

Executive’s budget proposals in January of each year.

The process for the consideration of the Revenue Budget 2009/2010
provides a standard and consistent approach and allowed the Commissions



to focus work on key areas, prevent unnecessary work and provide a robust

challenge to Portfolio Holders.

4.3 The Environment Overview and Scrutiny Commission and the Community
and Partners Overview and Scrutiny Commission considered the budgets
within the agreed timetable and their comments are summarised in the report
together with a copy of the report considered by Cabinet in 2008 from the
Corporate Commission. This enables the Commission to agree the overall
Scrutiny response including format for the Draft General Fund Revenue
Budget 2009/2010 to refer to Cabinet.

Background Papers -

OFFICER CONTACT: Please contact Mark Codman if you require any further

information on the contents of this report. The officer can be contacted at The

Department of Corporate Policy and Improvement, Crescent Gardens, Harrogate, by

telephone on 01423 556153 or by Email mark.codman@harrogate.gov.uk
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If all comments lie within the shaded areas, the proposal is sustainable.
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