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APPENDIX C
REPORT TO: Cabinet
DATE: 6 February 2008
DEPARTMENT: Overview and Scrutiny

REPORTING OFFICER: Chairman of The Corporate Overview and Scrutiny
Commission - Councillor J Clark

SUBJECT: Consideration of Draft General Fund Revenue
Budget 2008/2009 — Overview and Scrutiny
Response

WARD/S AFFECTED: All

FORWARD PLAN REF: N/A

1.0 PURPOSE OF REPORT

1.1 In accordance with the Council’s Budget and Policy Framework Procedure
Rules the Overview and Scrutiny Commissions are required to consider the
Executive’s budget proposals in January of each year.

1.2 The Organisation Improvement and Environment Overview and Scrutiny
Commission and the Community and Partners Overview and Scrutiny
Commission considered the detailed budgets within their remits and the
Corporate Overview and Scrutiny Commission brought together the
comments from the two Commissions and considered the overall comments
from Scrutiny regarding the General Fund Budget 2008/2009 to refer to
Cabinet.

1.3 This report therefore details the comments from the three Overview and
Scrutiny Commissions regarding the Executive’s budget proposals for the
General Fund Revenue Budget 2008/2009.
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RECOMMENDATION/S

It is recommended that Cabinet have regard to the various comments from
the Overview and Scrutiny Commissions when considering the General Fund
Revenue Budget 2008/2009 (summarised in APPENDIX B and in paragraph
5.8).

RECOMMENDED REASON/S FOR DECISION/S

To enable the comments of the Overview and Scrutiny Commissions
regarding the Executive’s budget proposals for the General Fund Revenue
Budget 2008/2009 to be considered by Cabinet.

ALTERNATIVE OPTION/S CONSIDERED AND RECOMMENDED FOR
REJECTION

Not to report the comments of the Overview and Scrutiny Commission
regarding the Executive’s budget proposals for the General Fund Revenue
Budget 2008/2009 was not considered for the following reasons:

1) The Cabinet would not be able to take into account the comments
of the Commissions in accordance with the Council’s Budget and
Policy Framework Procedure Rules.

2) The Commissions would not have the opportunity to comment on
the Executive’s budget proposals for the General Fund Revenue
Budget 2008/2009 in accordance with the Council’s Budget and
Policy Framework Procedure Rules.

THE REPORT

In accordance with the Council’s Budget and Policy Framework Procedure
Rules the Overview and Scrutiny Commissions are required to consider the
Executive’s budget proposals in January of each year.

The timetable of meetings and the budgets considered are listed in
APPENDIX A.

As part of the process for the consideration of the Revenue Budget
2008/2009 the Scrutiny Coordinating Board agreed a standard and
consistent approach allowing the Commissions to focus work on key areas,
prevent unnecessary work and provide a robust challenge to Portfolio
Holders. This was used throughout the budget Scrutiny process and Portfolio
Holders addressed this format in their presentations at each meeting. A copy
of the format is attached at APPENDIX A for information.

General Fund Revenue Budget 2008/2009 Consideration

Attached at APPENDIX B is an overall summary of the comments from the
Organisation Improvement and Environment Overview and Scrutiny
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Commission and the Community and Partners Overview and Scrutiny
Commission regarding the Draft General Fund Revenue Budget 2008/2009

At the Corporate Overview and Scrutiny Meeting held on 22 January 2008
the Commission considered the views from the other two Commissions
regarding the budgets within their remits and the overall comments from
Scrutiny to refer to Cabinet

All comments from the Commissions regarding the budgets were considered
and there was discussion regarding the following:

o The Community and Partners Overview and Scrutiny Commission
agreement that when reporting the Draft General Fund Revenue
Budget in the future the report from the Public Protection Unit should
be prepared for Community Safety and CCTV only for this
Commission.

o The Community and Partners Overview and Scrutiny
recommendations regarding the Cultural Services Budgets 2008/2009
that:

1) Cabinet be asked to consider making provision for the £20,000
for the grants to Voluntary Organisations as a core budget
commitment, rather than providing for such funding out of
under spends;

2) Cabinet also be asked to consider a top up for the grants to
Voluntary Organisations out of under spends, should they
become available

o The Corporate Performance Panel at its meeting held on 12
December 2007 had, considered the results of the budget consultation
for 2008/09 and informed by the responses agreed that car parking
fees and charges could be increased at a rate higher than inflation.

The Chairman confirmed that Opposition Groups could submit an alternative
budget, should they wish for it to be considered for scrutiny. There was no
alternative budget submitted and it was noted that an alternative budget
could be submitted when the Draft General Fund Revenue Budget
2008/2009 was considered by Council

The Commission agreed the following;

1. The administration’s proposed General Fund Revenue Budget
2008/09 be noted by the Corporate Overview and Scrutiny
Commission; and

2. The Scrutiny Officer prepare a report for submission to Cabinet on 6
February 2008 on behalf of the Chair of the Corporate Overview and
Scrutiny Commission, presenting the Commission’s comments on the
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budget for 2008/09 including:-

(@)  the summarised comments (APPENDIX B) of the various
Overview and Scrutiny Commissions in finalising the
General Fund Revenue Budget 2008/09;

(b)  support for the Community and Partners Overview and
Scrutiny Commission in that when reporting the draft
General Revenue Fund Budget for future years, a specific
report from the Public Protection Unit should be prepared
for that Commission on Community Safety and CCTV;

(c) support for the Community and Partners Overview and
Scrutiny Commission that;

(i) Cabinet be asked to consider making provision of
£20,000 for grants to voluntary organisations as a
core budget commitment, rather than providing for
such funding out of underspends;

(i) Cabinet also be asked to consider a top-up for grants
to voluntary organisations out of underspends,
should they become available.

(d)  Support for the views of the Corporate Performance Panel,
having regard to the budget consultation responses for
2008/2009, which currently informs that car parking fees
and charges could be increased at a higher rate than
inflation.

CONCLUSION/S

In accordance with the Council’s Budget and Policy Framework Procedure
Rules the Overview and Scrutiny Commissions are required to consider the
Executive’s budget proposals in January of each year.

As part of the process for the consideration of the Revenue Budget
2008/2009 the Scrutiny Coordinating Board agreed the approach to be
followed and this was undertaken

The Commissions considered the budgets within the agreed timetable. The
comments from the Organisation Improvement and Environment Overview
and Scrutiny Commission and the Community and Partners Overview and
Scrutiny Commission were considered by the Corporate Overview and
Scrutiny Commission at its Meeting on 22 January 2008. This Commission
considered the comments from the other two Commissions regarding the
budgets within their remits and agreed the overall comments from Scrutiny to
refer to Cabinet.
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If all comments lie within the shaded areas, the proposal is sustainable.
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