MINUTES OF THE EXTRAORDINARY MEETING
OF THE COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF HARROGATE
HELD IN THE COUNCIL OFFICES, HARROGATE
ON 8 FEBRUARY 2006
(FROM 5.30 PM TO 6.53 PM)

PRESENT: The Mayor (Councillor Bayliss) in the Chair. Councillors Heather
Adderley, Robin Adderley, Anthony Alton, Mrs Atkinson, Beer, Broadbank, Brown,
Jean Butterfield, Chapman, Clark, Cooper, Joan Crowther, de Courcey-Bayley,
Ellington, Fawcett, Fox, Freeman, Galloway, Dr Gardner, Goss, Grange, Harrison,
Hawke, Hawkins, Elwyn Hinchcliffe, Hoult, Andrew Jones, Anne Jones, Pat Jones,
Chris Lewis, Macare, Pat Marsh, Marsh, Martin, Nash, Peter Phillips, Charlie Powell,
Dr Rothwell, Simister, Simms, Skidmore, Mrs Smith, Smith, Sturdy, Trotter, Ward,
Webber, Williams, Willis, Wilson and Wren.

Late Arrivals: None.
Early Departures: None.

60/05 - PRAYER: The Mayor’'s Chaplain, Reverend Jeremy Trew, led Members
in prayer prior to commencement of the meeting.

61/05- APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: Apologies for absence were received from
Councillor Newby.

62/05 - URGENT BUSINESS: There were no items of urgent business.

63/05 - DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: Councillor Cooper declared a personal
interest in any relevant items appearing before the Council associated with the HIC
and the use of its facilities by his employer for conference purposes.

64/05- MINUTES:
Moved by Councillor Dr Gardner Seconded by Councillor Cooper
and RESOLVED:

That the Minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 7 December 2005 be
approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair.

(Fifty Members voted for the motion and there were three abstentions).
65/05 - EXEMPT INFORMATION: There was no exempt information.

66/05 - DRAFT REVENUE BUDGET 2006/2007: The Mayor referred to the
procedural guidance issued by the Chief Executive, governing the proceedings of the
Extraordinary meeting of the Council and the consideration of the draft budget for
2006/2007. In order to commence debate on the matter, the Leader would be called
on to move Cabinet Minutes 117/05, 118/05, 119/05 and 124/05 which would then
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collectively become the Cabinet’s proposed budget for the forthcoming year. For the
information of Members, the relevant Minutes of the various meetings of the
Overview and Scrutiny Commissions which had met during the current Committee
cycle in order to consider the draft Revenue Budget had also been circulated with
the agenda, but which would not, in accordance with the new procedures, require the
formal receipt by Council. Following the Leader’s address on the budget, the
Leaders of the opposition groups would then be invited, should they so wish, to
address the Council in respect of the budget for the forthcoming year and in
accordance with Standing Order 13(5) the Leaders of the political groups would, if
required, be permitted to exceed the normal time limit for their speech.

The Council would then address the notified budget amendments, together with any

consequential amendments arising during the debate. In the event of a budget being
unable to be agreed, then it would be necessary for the Leader to consider the views
of Council and for a further Extraordinary meeting of the Council to take place on 22

February to reconsider the budget.

CABINET - 4 JANUARY AND 1 FEBRUARY 2006:
Moved by Councillor Dr Gardner Seconded by Councillor Cooper
That Cabinet Minutes 117/05, 118/05, 119/05 and 124/05 be approved and adopted.

Council then considered the following amendments pertinent to Cabinet Minutes
117/05 and 124/05.

Moved by Councillor Webber Seconded by Councillor Broadbank

The Council will set up a Starbeck Baths maintenance fund with an initial contribution
of £50,000, funded by deleting the £30,000 proposed contribution to the Corporate
Improvement Fund, deleting the recommended growth of £11,970 on the Tree
Management Strategy and contributing up to £8,030 from 2005/2006 corporate
underspends if these occur.

As an amendment to that in the names of Councillors Webber and Broadbank, it
was:-

Moved by Councillor Dr Gardner Seconded by Councillor Pat Jones

Contingent upon a trust option for Starbeck Baths being successful, this Council
commits £60,000 from any corporate underspends to a Starbeck Baths repair fund.

As an amendment to that in the names of Councillors Dr Gardner and Pat Jones, it
was:-

Moved by Councillor Hoult Seconded by Councillor Broadbank
That the words “contingent upon a trust option for Starbeck Baths being successful”

be deleted from the amendment in the names of Councillors Dr Gardner and Pat
Jones.
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On a vote being taken on the further amendment in the names of Councillors Hoult
and Broadbank, twenty Members voted in favour and thirty one against.

The Mayor declared the further amendment lost.

On a vote being taken on the further amendment in the names of Councillors Dr
Gardner and Pat Jones, thirty Members voted in favour, fifteen against and there
were six abstentions.

The Mayor declared the amendment carried to go forward as part of the substantive
budget motion.

Moved by Councillor Webber Seconded by Councillor Broadbank

The Council will reinstate the £3,000 cut to Holiday Tourism for 2006/2007, funded
from 2005/2006 corporate underspends if these occur, with a view to making a
contribution to any potential Yorkshire Forward tourism publication applicable to
Harrogate District.

On a vote being taken on the amendment, twenty Members voted in favour and thirty
one against.

The Mayor declared the amendment lost.
Moved by Councillor Williams Seconded by Councillor Charlie Powell

Harrogate Borough Council will accept responsibility for funding the management
costs of Ripon Leisure Centre in the same way as it accepts responsibility for those
costs at the Hydro in Harrogate.

Accordingly, Harrogate Borough council will no longer require a contribution to the
management costs from Ripon City Council of £17,100 and the proposed
contribution to the working balance be reduced accordingly.

In moving the motion Councillor Williams sought to make it clear that Ripon City
Council had yet to determine its policy in respect of meeting the future management
costs of the centre and that the amendment had been submitted in order to highlight
to the borough council, at an early stage, the financing issues faced by the City.

As an amendment to that in the names of Councillors Williams and Powell, it was:-
Moved by Councillor Dr Gardner Seconded by Councillor Cooper

Harrogate Borough Council recognises that changes in 2006 in the funding
arrangements for Ripon Leisure Centre could well pose financial problems for Ripon

City Council and the Council will give sympathetic consideration to any request that
the City Council may make to address these issues.
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Councillors Williams and Powell indicated their acceptance of a further amendment
which was then accepted by the Leader to go forward as part of the substantive vote
on the draft Revenue Budget for 2006/07.

On a vote being taken on the adoption of the draft Revenue Budget for 2006/2007,
thirty two Members voted in favour, twelve against and there were seven
abstentions.

The Mayor declared the budget approved, subject to the following amendments:-

Contingent upon a trust option for Starbeck Baths being successful, this Council
commits £60,000 from any corporate underspends to a Starbeck Baths Repair Fund.

Harrogate Borough Council recognises that changes in 2006 in the funding
arrangements for Ripon Leisure Centre could well pose financial problems for Ripon
City Council, and the Council will give sympathetic consideration to any request that
the City Council may make to address these issues.

(The meeting concluded at 6.53 pm).
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