MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF HARROGATE
HELD IN THE COUNCIL OFFICES, HARROGATE
ON 6 DECEMBER 2006
(FROM 5.30 PM TO 7.54 PM)

PRESENT: The Mayor (Councillor G F Webber in the Chair). Councillors
Robin Adderley, Anthony Alton, Mrs Atkinson, Bayliss, Beer, Philip
Broadbank, Jayne Brotherton, Brown, Jean Butterfield, Chapman, Clark,
Cooper, de Courcey-Bayley, Ellington, Fawcett, John Fox, Freeman,
Galloway, Dr Gardner, Goss, Grange, Harrison, Hawke, Hawkins, Elwyn
Hinchcliffe, Bill Hoult, Andrew Jones, Anne Jones, Pat Jones, Chris Lewis,
Morris Lightfoot, John Lockhart, Don MacKenzie, Pat Marsh, Marsh, Pauline
McHardy, Bob Nash, Newby, Parnaby, Peter Phillips, Charlie Powell, Dr
Rothwell, Simms, Mrs Smith, Sturdy, Trotter, Ward, Andrew Williams, Willis,
Willoughby, Wilson and Wren

Late Arrivals: None.

Early Departures: None.

44/06 - PRAYER: In the absence of the Mayor’s Chaplain, Councillor
Broadbank led Members in prayer prior to the commencement of the meeting
and in doing so referred to the recent loss of Ken Fraser, Council Member

between 1978 and 1987 and Mayor of the Borough in 1986/87.

45/06 - APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: An apology for absence was
received from Councillor Theakston.

46/06 - URGENT BUSINESS: There were no items of urgent business.

47/06 - DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: The following declarations of
interest were made:-

Councillor Cooper — a personal interest in any relevant items appearing
before the Council associated with the HIC and the use of its premises by his
employer for conference purposes.

Councillor Willis — a personal interest in respect of Minute 58/06(02)
arising from his press coverage of the cycleway in question.

Councillors Galloway, Fawcett, Sturdy, Brown, Alton, Grange, Hichcliffe, Mrs
Atkinson and Smith — a personal interest in respect of General Purposes
Committee Minute 28 (06) — draft schedule of meetings — May 2007 to May
2008 arising from their membership of the Yorkshire Agricultural Society.
48/06 - EXEMPT INFORMATION: There was no exempt information.
49/06 - MINUTES:

Moved by Councillor Dr Gardner Seconded by Councillor Cooper
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and RESOLVED:

That the Minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 11 October 2006 be
approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

39/06 (02) - CLARO ROAD SORTING OFFICE: The Leader advised
that a further letter had now been sent to Royal Mail reinforcing the
previous concerns of the Council.

40/06 (01) - CABINET MINUTE — MEDIUM TERM FINANCIAL

STRATEGY: Councillor Marsh advised that he was still awaiting
examples from the Cabinet Member for Finance and Resources

regarding other non-demand led expenditure.

50/06 - COMMUNICATIONS:

01. LOCAL DEMOCRACY WEEK: The Mayor reminded Council of the
Schools Election Leaflet competition, which had been run as part of the Local
Democracy Week held on October. A tremendous response combined with
high standards and innovative ideas had made judging of the competition very
difficult, but following judging the overall winners were Jessica Breeze and
Jack Harrison from Richard Taylor CE Primary School, the winner in the Best
Slogan category was James Hancock of Belmont Grosvenor School and the
winner in the Best Election Promise category was Robyn Lounds of Kettlesing
and Felliscliffe Community Primary School.

The Mayor then presented certificates and prizes to the competition winners,
who were warmly applauded by the Council for their endeavours and interest
in local democracy.

02. FORMER MAYOR OF THE BOROUGH, KEN FRASER: The
Mayor advised that he had attended the funeral of Ken Fraser, a Council
Member between 1978 and 1987 and Mayor of the Borough in 1986/87 who
had, as mentioned in prayers, passed away on 11 October 2006. A letter of
condolence had been sent to his widow, Mary, and the Family.

03. ASHIKITA: The Mayor advised that he had received a group of
Japanese visitors from Ashikita during their visit to Harrogate at which time
civic greetings with the Mayor of Ashikita had been exchanged.

04. CHRISTMAS EVE CAROL CONCERT: The Mayor reminded
Members of the Christmas Eve Carol Concert to be staged in Crescent
Gardens at 7.00 pm.

05. CHRISTMAS DRINK: The Mayor invited all Members and officers
to join him in his parlour on conclusion of the evening’s meeting for a
Christmas drink.



51/06 - PUBLIC ARRANGEMENTS - PETITIONS: In accordance with
Standing Order 26, Mr David Falkingham presented a petition to the Cabinet
Member for Planning and Transport, Councillor Sturdy, ‘calling on the Council
to use the Planning regulations to encourage the building of social housing to
meet the housing needs of all people young and old, dispossessing the
elderly of “age-protected housing” was morally wrong and will not solve the
problems of the people of the District.

Following the address by the petitioner, Councillor Sturdy formally received
the petition.

52/06 - PUBLIC ARRANGEMENTS - QUESTIONS: Pursuant to Standing
Order 27 the following question had been received:-

Question to the Cabinet Member for Planning and Transport from Mr D
Rowson.

“The proposed Harrogate to Ripley walking and cycling route via the Nidd
Viaduct has been discussed at all the NYCC County Area Committees this
year and given unanimous support from all the elected Members.

The route has considerable public support and is considered a high priority by
Harrogate Cycle Group, The Ramblers Association, Open Country, Wheel
Easy, CTC, Harrogate Lions, Sustrans and many other groups.

This cycleway is a key element to encourage people to take up cycling and
would provide much enjoyment and healthy exercise for walkers, the disabled
and joggers etc. It would also provide access to many attractive locations in
the Dales without the need to use a car.

In addition to the obvious local benefits, this proposed cycleway is essential to
Harrogate and North Yorkshire as it will form part of the National Cycle
network through our County. Failure to complete the scheme will see the
route lost for ever. The loss will undoubtedly have a significant impact for the
long term future in respect of cycling, walking and recreational tourism into
and through our locality.

We ask Harrogate Borough Council to undertake a written agreement with
NYCC and Sustrans to progress this pathway to the Dales.

Lack of action now could lose this fantastic route for ever”.

The Cabinet Member responded by indicating his support for the statement
and question made by Mr Rowson and hoped that the Council would also
consolidate that support following the consideration of his report under Minute
55/06(02) below in connection with the Bilton to Ripley cycleway and the
suggested NYCC/HBC formal bid to Sustrans for Connect 2 funding available
via the National Lottery.



53/06 - MEMBERS’ QUESTION TIME: Pursuant to Standing Order 12, the
following questions had been received:-

1.

Question to the Cabinet Member for Planning and Transport from
Councillor Chris Lewis.

When are we going to put in place the information which parishes need
to enable them to develop Village Design Statements and express local
priorities for development in their community?

The Cabinet Member advised that he shared Councillor Lewis’s support
for Village Design Statements reflected by the fact that three were
already in place, including one for Ripley with further Statements coming
forward. The Rural Community Council was providing start-up funding for
these purposes which would be supplemented by officer support, though
it remained the initiative of the relevant parish councils to drive Local
Statements forward.

In response to a supplementary question from Councillor Chris Lewis
regarding the need for the forthcoming Local Development Framework to
reflect the inclusion of the Village Design Statements as supplementary
planning guidance, the Cabinet Member advised that once the three key
core strategy documents of the Local Development Framework had been
before the Council, the timetable for which Members had been made
aware, reports on the progression of the Village Design Statements were
to come before him, most likely in the summer of 2007.

Question to the Leader of the Council from Councillor John Lockhart.

Will the Leader of the Council please brief Councillors on his negotiations
with Tesco regarding the future of the former New Park Gas Board site
and possible ‘planning gain’ with regard to off-site works, and will he also
explain why — contrary to protocol — he made a statement about these
matters to the press without first advising the Ward Councillors?

The Leader of the Council responded by advising that he had not been
directly involved in negotiations with Tesco regarding the future of the
former New Park Gas Board site and that he had not made a formal
press statement. There was, in any event, no protocol requiring him to
clear or forward a statement that he intended to make to the press to the
Local Ward Member(s). The information that had appeared in the local
newspaper had been obtained direct from Tesco and the Leader had
responded to an approach made from the newspaper.

In responding to a supplementary question from Councillor Lockhart the
Leader sought to update the Council on the latest position with the
suggested development.

The announcement appearing in the Harrogate Advertiser that Tesco
intended to have a new supermarket open by next Christmas was a



surprise and was a short time-scale for a final planning decision,
whatever that might be and the opening of an associated store. A formal
submission for an environmental impact assessment was expected as a
preliminary to making any application for planning permission. Tesco as
a company was committed to carrying out pre-application community
involvement before submitting any planning application so there would
be plenty of opportunity for Ward Members, residents and other
stakeholders to engage in that process and influence the nature, scale
and shape of a scheme before it was submitted to the Council as a
planning application. The County Council had been made aware of
emerging issues in this part of the town because of the implications for
the allocation in the County’s Waste Local Plan of land at the far end of
Oakbeck Park for development as a household waste recycling centre. A
new superstore would require improvements to increase the capacity of
the local road network along with many other environmental safeguards.

Question to the Cabinet Member for Cultural Services from Councillor
Pat Marsh.

Councillor Jones can you confirm that in future all customers of the
Turkish Baths will be ‘left out in the cold’ if they do not take their own
towels to one of our best visitor attractions in the District?

The Cabinet Member advised that she was pleased to respond and
inform Members that visitors would continue to receive a warm
Harrogate Welcome when using the Turkish Baths.

She had been faced with some difficult decisions at the Turkish Baths as
a result of needing to comply with Health and Safety legislation. The
venue's popularity had created a number of issues that needed to be
addressed.

Currently in excess of 60,000 visitors were served per annum and
laundry requirements had risen accordingly. As a result some problems
arose around towel storage and maintenance of clear corridors for safe
circulation. This in turn had meant that operational changes needed to be
considered. One consideration included the number of towels issued to
customers.

However the Cabinet Member was pleased to advise Council that as a
result of recent discussions with the landlord’s agent, officers had
managed to negotiate use of additional space within the building and as
a result the Council were able to both meet the legislative requirements
and to maintain service standards at their current level. The issuing of
towels to all customers would therefore continue.

In response to a supplementary question from Councillor Pat Marsh the
Cabinet Member advised that all customers of the service would be
advised accordingly.



54/06 - MEMORANDA OF REPORT FROM OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY
COMMISSIONS: There were no reports to be considered.

55/06 - REPORT BACK ON PREVIOUS NOTICES OF MOTION: In
accordance with Standing Order 10 (6)(a), the Council considered the
following reports on the Notices of Motion referred from Council at its meeting
held on 11 October 2006, and in respect of item (03) 19 April 2006.

55/06 (01) DEVELOPMENT OF PRIVATE GARDENS: The Cabinet Member
for Planning and Transport submitted a written report arising from a Notice of
Motion proposed by Councillor Willis and seconded by Councillor Clark asking
for local planning authorities to be given greater discretion to protect
inappropriate over-development and to maintain the character and amenity of
areas. In calling on the Minister to change the planning status of private
gardens the motion also sought for Councils to have greater authority to set
density and parking standards in new residential developments. In meeting
with Councillor Willis to discuss the Notice the Cabinet Member welcomed the
sentiment behind the motion. In planning terms, there was, however, no
reason to resist the re-development of private gardens where this would not
harm the character of the area and such developments would continue to be
an important source of supply across the District. Whilst being unable to
support a move to re-designate private gardens from previously developed to
green field status the Cabinet Member was happy to write to the Local
Government Minister, requesting that the current guidance regarding the need
to protect the character of towns and villages should be strengthened as a
fundamental requirement. As long as the Council had sufficient control over
this aspect there was no need to change the designation of private gardens
nor to have greater control over density and parking standards in new
residential developments.

Moved by Councillor Sturdy Seconded by Councillor Cooper
and RESOLVED (UNANIMOUSLY):
That the report and action of the Cabinet Member be accepted.

55/06 (02) BILTON TO RIPLEY CYCLEWAY: The Cabinet Member for
Planning and Transport submitted a written report arising from a Notice of
Motion proposed by Councillor Bill Hoult and seconded by Councillor Michael
Newby calling on the North Yorkshire County Council to invoke its powers to
compulsorily purchase the land on which the cycleway would run or
alternatively to use its powers to create a bridleway over the route of the
railway. The Cabinet Member had met with the Seconder of the Motion on 8
November 2006 and, in addition, raised the issue at a meeting of the County
Council’s executive members on 9 November at which time there was
agreement in principle to support the creation of the route, whilst noting there
were serious areas of concern surrounding the legal process to create the
route and also the construction costs themselves. In the absence of funding
from both the County and Borough Authorities the Cabinet Member had, since
preparation of his report, met with Sustrans and the executive members of the



County Council to obtain firm commitments from them as to the amounts of
funding they would guarantee could be put towards meeting the full costs of
the scheme, including a possible public enquiry. That meeting had discussed
the possibility of a joint NYCC/HBC bid for Connect 2 lottery funding to be
made via Sustrans in order to secure funding for the development of the
route. The legal process could then be pursued. In conclusion the Cabinet
Member advised that this meeting had been very constructive and that the
venture itself was very much a joint initiative between the County and
Borough Authorities as well as Sustrans and other local groups lending their
support to the scheme.

Moved by Councillor Sturdy Seconded by Councillor Cooper
and RESOLVED:

That the Report and action of the Cabinet Member in agreeing to a formal
NYCC/HBC bid for Connect 2 lottery funding via Sustrans be accepted.

55/06 (03) DISPLAY OF ADVERTISING BOARDS: The Cabinet Member for
Planning and Transport submitted a further report following that made to
Council on 19 July 2006 in response to a Notice of Motion presented by
Councillors Reg Marsh and Pat Marsh on the licensing of A Boards.
Subsequent to that meeting of the Council, the Cabinet Member had advised
Members of the Council that the County Council had ruled out the possibility
of introducing a licensing scheme for advertising boards. The Cabinet
Member had, again, met with the relevant executive members of the County
Council on 9 November 2006 and requested them to reconsider the option of
introducing a licensing scheme for A Boards even were this to be on a trial
basis. The Cabinet Member had been advised that the County Council had
already undertaken a very comprehensive review of all the issues relating to
such boards, which involved extensive consultations with other highway
authorities and other interested organisations. The matter had also been
reviewed by the County’s Scrutiny Committee. The County Council’s view
was, therefore, that the introduction of a licensing scheme could not be
supported because of the cost involved of issuing licences and the extra work
that would be generated in the enforcement of the many conditions that would
have to be attached to each individual licence.

Whilst, as a result of the County’s unwillingness to introduce a licensing
scheme, the Cabinet Member could take no further action on this matter he
advised that he would continue to work with the local Chambers of Trade in
order to improve signage, the responsibility of this Authority.

Moved by Councillor Sturdy Seconded by Councillor Cooper

and RESOLVED:

That the report and action of the Member be accepted.



56/06 - MINUTES OF COMMITTEES AND CABINET: The Council
resolved upon the various non-delegated Minutes of Committees and Cabinet
as follows:-

56/06 (01) — CABINET — 18 OCTOBER 2006:
Moved by Councillor Dr Gardner Seconded by Councillor Cooper
and RESOLVED:

That the Minutes of the meeting of Cabinet held on 18 October 2006 be
approved and adopted.

56/06 (02) — CABINET — 15 NOVEMBER 2006:
Moved by Councillor Dr Gardner Seconded by Councillor Jean Butterfield
and RESOLVED:

That the Minutes of the meeting of Cabinet held on 15 November 2006 be
approved and adopted.

56/06 (03) — LICENSING COMMITTEE — 9 NOVEMBER 2006
Moved by Councillor Nash Seconded by Councillor Alton
and RESOLVED:

That the Minutes of the meeting of the Licensing Committee held on 9
November 2006 be approved and adopted.

In response to a question from Councillor Mrs de Courcey-Bayley regarding
notification to County Council Members of licensing applications received
within their County Divisions, on the advice of the Mayor the Member agreed
to address this issue outside of the meeting.

56/06 (04) —- GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE - 16 NOVEMBER 2006
Moved by Councillor Alton Seconded by Councillor Hinchcliffe

That the Minutes of the meeting of the General Purposes Committee held on
16 November 2006 be approved and adopted.

28/06 - DRAFT SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS — MAY 2007 TO MAY
2008: Council considered the amendments to the draft Schedule of Meetings
suggested by the General Purposes Committee and also a suggestion raised
by Councillor Williams that, in order to avoid a clash with meetings of the
North Yorkshire County Council the July and October 2007 meetings of the
Council be held on a Thursday.



Following discussion by the Council it was
RESOLVED:

That the Schedule of meetings for May 2007 to May 2008 be agreed subject
to the following amendments:

(a) as requested by the General Purposes Committee the meeting of that
Committee be moved from 20 September to 27 September 2007;

(b) the Governance Panel meeting be moved from 15 October 2007 to 24
September 2007; and

(c) the July and October 2007 meetings of the Council be held on a Thursday,
19 July and 11 October respectively (and as a consequence the Human
Resources Committee be rescheduled from 11 October to 10 October 2007).

The Minutes of the meeting of the General Purposes Committee were then
approved and adopted.

57/06 - PRESENTATIONS TO THE COUNCIL BY THE EXECUTIVE: In
accordance with Standing Order 28, the Cabinet Member for Finance and
Resources addressed the Council on the major and/or topical issues arising
under his portfolio as summarised below:-

Breadth of Portfolio — very wide portfolio

Six Main Areas:-

Property achievements/challenges

IT achievement/challenges

Human Resources achievements/challenges

Financial Management achievements/challenges
Revenues and Benefits achievements/challenges

Legal and Democratic Services achievements/challenges
Procurement

Environmental Overview

Long-term position.

The Cabinet Member then responded to Members’ questions and agreed to
provide written responses to Councillor Willis in connection with a one stop in
the town centre of Harrogate, Councillor Anne Jones on the use of interest on
commuted sums funds and Councillor Lightfoot with regard to the health and
safety aspects of dealing with the installation inverters within certain of the
District’'s swimming pools.

58/06 - NOTICES OF MOTION RECEIVED: In accordance with Standing
Order 10 the Head of Legal and Democratic Services submitted those Notices
of Motion received, of which that shown at 03 below was debated by Council.



(01)

(02)

That this Council conveys their bitter disappointment to the North
Yorkshire County Council at the savage cuts that they have imposed
on the Agency Area local Transport Plan budgets for Harrogate and
Knaresborough.

In addition, this Council calls upon North Yorkshire County Council to
urgently restore the Local Transport Plan budgets for the Agency Area
of Harrogate and Knaresborough to at least the level of last year’s
budget.

The Traffic Management budget has been reduced from £1.08 million
down to £750,000.

The R & R (resurfacing) budget has been reduced from £1.22 million
down to £800,000.

In total a reduction of approximately £0.75 million?

The effects of these cuts on roads, footpaths, and safety are far
reaching and could affect any if not all of the wards in Harrogate and
Knaresborough. Many of our roads and footpaths are in urgent need of
repair or replacement and they will continue to deteriorate even more if
these vicious unwarranted cuts are imposed.

Are these cuts due to North Yorkshire County Council’s mis-
management of Government grants that they have received in previous
years? Is it not a fact that the highway budgets for this year have been
cut because the County Council in previous years allowed highway
money to be diverted and spent in other areas?

This mis-management of Government grants by the North Yorkshire
County Council will now mean that the residents of Harrogate and
Knaresborough will suffer. We therefore owe it to our residents to
express our great concern and bitter disappointment to the County
Council about the present situation and how it emerged, in the hope
that it will be prevented from happening again in the future.

Proposed: Councillor Reg Marsh Seconded: Councillor Pat Marsh

The Mayor ruled that, in accordance with Standing Order 10(6)(a) this
Notice stood referred to the Cabinet Member for Planning and
Transport.

This Council calls upon the Department of Health to reject the NICE
(The National Institute for Clinical Excellence) recommendation on
limiting the availability of Aricept, Reminyl, Exelon and Ebixa to future
patients with Alzheimer’s.

This recommendation, if accepted, will have a devastating effect upon
many of the residents of our District, both sufferers and their carers.



(03)

(04)

We know these are not miracle drugs but they do provide stabilisation
at the earliest point and in the case of Ebixa reduce behavioural
symptoms; this enables the best quality of life to be maintained for as
long as possible.

To support the residents of this District affected by this decision, now
and in the future, this Council also writes to all the MP’s within our
District stating our concerns and urging that they support the protest
against this recommendation. We ask them to do all they can at
Westminster to lobby the Secretary of State for Health and the
Government to reject the recommendation and continue to make
available Aricept, Remilyn, Exelon and Ebixa to all who need them.

Proposed: Councillor Pat Marsh Seconded: Councillor Reg
Marsh

The Mayor ruled that, in accordance with Standing Order 10(6)(a) this
Notice stood referred to the Cabinet Member for Public Protection and
Rural Affairs.

This Council notes the shortage of car parking in Ripon.

This Council is committed to increasing car parking provision in Ripon
and accordingly will commence by 31 March 2007 a full detailed public
consultation so that all sites can be evaluated and a final site
earmarked so that development can take place during the financial
year 2009/2010.

As a consequence of the debate of the Motion and following
adjournment of the Council from 7.35pm until 7.40pm the mover of the
Motion agreed, in accordance with Standing Order 13 (11) (i) to alter
the Motion to read as follows:

This Council is committed to increasing car parking provision in Ripon
and accordingly will commence by 31 March 2007 a full detailed
consultation involving a publicised meeting open to the public, the City
Council, the City Partnership, RABA and other local public bodies so
that all sites can be evaluated and a final site or sites earmarked so
that, subject to completion of the West of Market Place development,
development can take place during the financial year 2009/2010.

Upon a vote being taken on the Notice as amended, the Mayor
declared the Motion carried.

We would like to bring to the attention of the Council the concerns that
are being expressed in the Ripon area, reference the general condition
and impression of the Ripon Spa Baths.

We are asking for a detailed inspection and a report on the condition of
the Spa Baths.



Proposed: Councillor S J Hawke Seconded: Councillor P G
Freeman

The Mayor ruled that, in accordance with Standing Order 10(6)(a) this
Notice stood referred to the Cabinet Member for Cultural Services.

59/06 - COMMON SEAL:

Moved by Councillor Dr Gardner Seconded by Councillor Cooper
and RESOLVED (UNANIMOUSLY):

That (1) the Common Seal of the Council be affixed to the Deeds and
documents necessary to carry out the resolutions confirmed and passed this

day; and

(2) no Deed shall be treated as being conditional upon the Council
proceeding to completion of the transaction relevant to any Deeds.

(The Meeting concluded at 7.54 pm)
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