
66/06 - EVENING’S BUSINESS/ORDER OF BUSINESS:  The Leader reported further 
resignations from membership of the Planning Committee from Councillors Ellington 
and Hinchcliffe, which had been received prior to the meeting of the Council and which 
would, along with the other vacancy on that Committee, be dealt with by the Council 
under Agenda Item 8, together with the appointment of a replacement Chair and Vice-
Chair of the Planning Committee. 
 
The Chief Executive reported that Counsel’s advice had been obtained on the position 
of those Members who were the subject of the notice of motion.  The Solicitor to the 
Council also advised on Counsel’s opinion received.  Counsel had advised that 
Councillors Mrs Atkinson, Ellington, Cooper, Hinchcliffe and Simms would be regarded 
as having a prejudicial interest and were consequently unable to take part in the 
discussion and vote in respect of Agenda Item 7 and, therefore, any right of reply would, 
in accordance with the advice received, be tabled in written format, when the Council 
was dealing with this item. 
 
The Mayor advised that in order to allow Councillors Mrs Atkinson, Ellington, Cooper, 
Hinchcliffe and Simms to take part in the vote in respect of the ratification of the 
Conservative Group nominations for replacement Members of the Planning Committee 
and those upon the appointment of a new Chair and Vice-Chair of that Committee, he 
had agreed to vary the order of business in order to take Agenda Item 8 as the next 
item of business and, therefore, release those Members from the meeting who were, as 
Council had now been advised, unable to attend during the deliberations in respect of 
Agenda Item 7. 
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