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68/06 - NOTICE OF MOTION – LOCAL GOVERNMENT OMBUDSMAN REPORT 
 NO 05/C/15424:  Before inviting Councillor de Courcey-Bayley to submit the 
Notice of Motion, the Mayor advised Council that he had exercised his discretion, 
and allowed both the proposer of the motion and the remaining two Group Leaders 
an additional three minutes to speak to the motion.  All other Members would, in 
accordance with Standing Order 13 (5) be accorded the usual four minutes when 
speaking to the item. 
 
It was then moved by Councillor de Courcey-Bayley and seconded by Councillor 
Philip Broadbank that:- 
 
The Local Government Ombudsman’s Report No 05/C/15424 dated 14 December 
2006, investigates a complaint about the granting of Planning Permission by Senior 
Conservatives despite Council Officers strongly recommending refusal.  The report 
shows that by their actions the Councillors named are variously guilty of mal-
administration and have brought themselves and the Council into disrepute. 
 
 Council therefore: 
 
a) Has no confidence in the two Conservative Cabinet members identified in 

the Report – Councillors Cooper and Ellington – and calls upon the 
Conservative Leader to remove them from the Cabinet until the Annual 
General Meeting of 2008; 

 
b) Has no confidence in the other two Conservative Councillors identified in 

the Report – Councillor Nigel Simms and Councillor Elwyn Hinchliffe – and 
while noting the resignation of Councillor Simms as Chairman of the Planning 
Committee relieves Councillor Hinchcliffe of his appointment as Vice-
Chairman of the Planning Committee, and agrees to remove them from all 
Planning Committees of the Council until the Annual General Meeting of 
2008; 

 
c) Instructs Council Officers to fully investigate the non payment of Council 

Tax by Councillor Mrs Atkinson for the residential use of the caravan as 
discussed in the Report, and to bring a report which is to be as publicly 
available as the law permits, on her actions/inactions to the next full Council 
meeting; 

 
d) Instructs the General Purposes Committee to remove the identified 

members from all outside bodies to which it has appointed them and urges 
the Conservative Leader to do likewise for those appointments made under 
the Executive Procedure Rules; 

 
e) Instructs the Chief Executive, in the light of the content of the Local 

Government Ombudsman’s Report to refer all five named Councillors to the 
Standards Board for England – Councillors Cooper, Ellington, Simms, 
Hinchcliffe and Atkinson. 
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Letters of response to the Notice of Motion from Councillors Mrs Atkinson, Cooper, 
Ellington, Hinchcliffe and Simms were placed before the Council. 
 
The motion was then debated by Council, during the course of which the mover and 
seconder of the motion, Councillors de Courcey-Bayley and Broadbank agreed, with 
the consent of the Council, to amend (c) above by deletion of the reference to 
Councillor Mrs Atkinson, and that of her actions/inactions, and that the report be 
made to the next full Council meeting on the outcome of the Officer investigation.  As 
a consequence of the amendment to (c) above, the mover and seconder of the 
motion also agreed to the removal of Councillor Atkinson’s name from (e) above. 
 
The Mayor explained that a separate, recorded vote, had been requested on the 
various elements of the Notice of Motion, and within each element then in respect of 
each person separately. 
 
In accordance with Standing Order 16(4) Members were asked to signify whether 
they supported the various recorded votes and, on Members signifying, the Mayor 
ruled that recorded votes be taken as shown below. 
 
(a) the Council has no confidence in the two Conservative Cabinet Members 

identified in the report – Councillors Cooper and Ellington, and calls upon the 
Conservative Leader to remove them from the Cabinet until the Annual 
General Meeting of 2008.   

 
Whilst separate votes were taken in respect of both Members, the vote cast for each 
was identical as follows:- 
 
For:  Councillors Beer, Broadbank, Chapman, de Courcey-Bayley, Fox, Freeman, 
Goss, Bill Hoult, Chris Lewis, Morris Lightfoot, John Lockhart, Pat Marsh, Marsh, 
Newby, Peter Phillips, Dr Rothwell, Webber, Willoughby and Wren. 
 

Total:  19 
 
Against:  Councillors Robin Adderley, Anthony Alton, Bayliss, Jayne Brotherton, 
Brown, Jean Butterfield, Clark, Fawcett, Galloway, Dr Gardner, Grange, Harrison, 
Hawke, Andrew Jones, Pat Jones, Don MacKenzie, Pauline McHardy, Nash, 
Parnaby, Charlie Powell, Mrs Smith, Sturdy, Theakston, Trotter, Williams and 
Wilson. 
 

Total:  26 
 
Abstentions:  Councillors Hawkins and Willis. 
 

Total:  2 
 
The Mayor declared the motion lost. 
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(b) The Council has no confidence in the other two Conservative Councillors 

identified in the report – Councillor Nigel Simms and Councillor Elwyn 
Hinchcliffe, and whilst noting the resignation of Councillor Simms as 
Chairman of the Planning Committee, relieves Councillor Hinchcliffe of his 
appointment as Vice-Chairman of the Planning Committee, and agrees to 
remove them from all Planning Committees of the Council until the Annual 
General Meeting of 2008. 

 
This vote was taken in the context of the resignation of Councillor Hinchcliffe from 
the Planning Committee, but remained pertinent in respect of the period of absence 
from membership of the Planning Committee. 
 
The results of the recorded vote in respect of Councillor Hinchcliffe were as follows: 
 
For:  Councillors Beer, Philip Broadbank, Chapman, de Courcey-Bayley, Fox, 
Freeman, Goss, Bill Hoult, Chris Lewis, Morris Lightfoot, John Lockhart, Pat Marsh, 
Marsh, Newby, Peter Phillips, Dr Rothwell, Webber, Willoughby and Wren. 
 

Total:  19 
 
Against:  Robin Adderley, Anthony Alton, Bayliss, Jayne Brotherton, Brown, Jean 
Butterfield, Clark, Fawcett, Galloway, Gardner, Grange, Harrison, Hawke, Andrew 
Jones, Pat Jones, Don McKenzie, Pauline McHardy, Nash, Parnaby, Charlie Powell, 
Mrs Smith, Sturdy, Theakston, Trotter, Williams and Wilson. 
 

Total:  26 
 
Abstentions:  Councillors Hawkins and Willis. 
 

Total:  2 
 
The Mayor declared that element of the motion in respect of Councillor Hinchcliffe 
lost. 
 
The results of the vote on the same issue in respect of Councillor Simms were as 
follows:- 
 
For:  Councillors Beer, Philip Broadbank, Chapman, de Courcey-Bayley, Fox, 
Freeman, Goss, Bill Hoult, Chris Lewis, Morris Lightfoot, John Lockhart, Pat Marsh, 
Marsh, Newby, Peter Phillips, Dr Rothwell, Webber, Willoughby and Wren. 
 

Total:  19 
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Against:  Councillors Robin Adderley, Anthony Alton, Bayliss, Jayne Brotherton, 
Brown, Jean Butterfield, Clark, Fawcett, Galloway, Dr Gardner, Grange, Harrison 
Andrew Jones, Pat Jones, Don McKenzie, Pauline McHardy, Nash, Parnaby, Charlie 
Powell, Mrs Smith, Sturdy, Theakston, Trotter, Williams and Wilson. 
 

Total:  25 
 
Abstentions:  Councillors Hawke, Hawkins and Willis. 
 

Total:  3 
 
The Mayor declared that element of the motion relating to Councillor Simms lost. 
 
(c) The Council instructs Council Officers to fully investigate the non-payment of 

Council Tax for the residential use of the caravan as discussed in the report, 
and to bring a report which is to be as publicly available as the law permits to 
the next full Council meeting on the outcome of this research.   

 
The results of the vote were as follows:- 
 
For:  Councillors Robin Adderley, Anthony Alton, Beer, Philip Broadbank, Jayne 
Brotherton, Brown, Jean Butterfield, Chapman, Clark, de Courcey-Bayley, Fawcett, 
Fox, Freeman, Galloway, Dr Gardner, Goss, Grange, Harrison, Hawke, Bill Hoult, 
Andrew Jones, Pat Jones, Chris Lewis, Morris Lightfoot, John Lockhart, Don 
McKenzie, Pat Marsh, Marsh, Pauline McHardy, Nash, Newby, Parnaby, Peter 
Phillips, Charlie Powell, Dr Rothwell, Sturdy, Trotter, Webber, Williams, Willoughby, 
Wilson and Wren. 
 

Total:  42 
 
Against:  None. 
 
Abstentions:  Councillors Bayliss, Hawkins, Mrs Smith, Theakston and Willis. 
 

Total:  5 
 
The Mayor declared this element of the motion carried. 
 



P:\Coins_live\SWAP\Lesley_DOCUMENT_10218.DOC 

(d) The Council instructs the General Purposes Committee to remove the 
identified Members from all outside bodies to which it has appointed them, 
and urges the Conservative Leader to do likewise for those appointments 
made under the Executive Procedure Rules. 

 
The results of the vote were as follows:- 
 
For:  Councillors Beer, Philip Broadbank, Chapman, de Courcey-Bayley, Fox, 
Freeman, Goss, Bill Hoult, Chris Lewis, Morris Lightfoot, John Lockhart, Pat Marsh, 
Marsh, Newby, Peter Phillips, Dr Rothwell, Webber, Willoughby and Wren. 
 

Total:  19 
 
Against:  Councillors Robin Adderley, Anthony Alton, Bayliss, Jayne Brotherton, 
Brown, Jean Butterfield, Clark, Fawcett, Galloway, Dr Gardner, Grange, Harrison, 
Hawke, Andrew Jones, Pat Jones, Don McKenzie, Pauline McHardy, Nash, 
Parnaby, Charlie Powell, Mrs Smith, Sturdy, Theakston, Trotter, Williams and 
Wilson. 
 

Total:  26 
 
Abstentions:  Councillors Hawkins and Willis. 
 

Total:  2 
 
The Mayor declared that element of the motion lost. 
 
(e) The Council instructs the Chief Executive, in the light of the content of the 

Local Government Ombudsman’s report to refer all four named Councillors 
to the Standards Board for England - Councillors Cooper, Ellington, Simms 
and Hinchcliffe. 

 
The results of the vote were as follows:- 
 
For:  Councillors Beer, Philip Broadbank, Chapman, de Courcey-Bayley, Fox, 
Freeman, Goss, Bill Hoult, Chris Lewis, Morris Lightfoot, John Lockhart, Pat Marsh, 
Marsh, Newby, Peter Phillips, Dr Rothwell, Webber, Willoughby and Wren. 
 

Total:  19 
 
Against:  Councillors Robin Adderley, Anthony Alton, Bayliss, Jayne Brotherton, 
Brown, Jean Butterfield, Clark, Fawcett, Galloway, Dr Gardner, Grange, Harrison, 
Hawke, Andrew Jones, Pat Jones, Don McKenzie, Pauline McHardy, Nash, 
Parnaby, Charlie Powell, Mrs Smith, Theakston, Trotter, Williams and Wilson. 
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Total:  25 
 
Abstentions:  Councillors Hawkins, Sturdy and Willis. 
 

Total:  3 
 
The Mayor declared that element of the Notice of Motion lost. 
 
(The meeting concluded at 7.44 pm) 
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