
LICENSING COMMITTEE 
HELD ON 29 MARCH 2007 

(FROM 5.30 PM TO 6.15 PM) 
 

PRESENT:  Councillor Bob Nash in the Chair.  Councillors Robin Adderley,  
Chapman, de Courcey-Bayley, Grange, Pat Jones, Dr Rothwell, Simms and 
Mrs Smith. 
 
Late Arrivals: Councillor de Courcey-Bayley 
 
Early Departures: None 
 
33/06 - APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:  Apologies for absence had been received 
from Councillors Mrs Atkinson, Clark, Lightfoot, Webber and Williams. 

(5.30 pm) 
 

34/06 - DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:  Councillor Simms declared a personal 
interest as detailed under Minute 38/06 below. 

(5.31 pm) 
 

35/06 - MINUTES:  The Minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 24 January 
2007 were approved unanimously as a correct record and signed by the Chair. 
 

(5.32 pm) 
 

36/07 - EXEMPT INFORMATION:  There were no exempt information items. 
 
37/07 - PUBLIC ARRANGEMENTS - QUESTIONS:  There were no questions to 
consider pursuant to Standing Order 27. 
 
 MATTER WHICH IS REFERRED TO COUNCIL FOR CONSIDERATION 
 
38/06 - HACKNEY CARRIAGE AND PRIVATE HIRE VEHICLES AND DRIVERS - 
   POLICY UPDATE:  A report in the name of the Head of Public Protection 
was submitted and the Licensing Manager advised that there were three policy 
matters for the Committee to consider.  He also advised that the matter should be 
considered as a non-delegated item which required ratification by Council. The Chair 
advised that he had agreed that Mr K O’Boyle of Central Harrogate Limited could 
address the meeting with regard to the licensing of multi-purpose vehicles (MPVs) as 
hackney carriages.  Mr O’Boyle supported the view that such vehicles should be 
wheelchair accessible.  
 
Members then considered each issue.  The Licensing Manager referred to 
paragraph 3.6.4 of the report and to the request by the trade via the Taxi Liaison 
Group that the current policy to allow a 40% tinted glass in vehicles be amended to 
allow 30% tint.  Practices within the car industry had moved towards the use of that 
darker tinted glass and the Officer confirmed that passengers in the vehicles could 
still be clearly seen at a 30% tint.  It was agreed that the request be approved. 
 
The Licensing Manager then referred to paragraph 3.7.5 of the report and explained 



the need to adopt a policy with regard to the criminal history in relation to hackney 
carriage and private hire drivers licence applications.  Appendix 2 to the report 
detailed the proposed policy which  should be treated as guidelines for both Officers 
and Licensing Sub-Committee members.  It was agreed that these policy guidelines 
should be adopted.  It had the agreement of the Taxi Liaison Group and would 
ensure public safety whilst maintaining consistency and openness in approach. 
 
The Licensing Manager then referred to paragraph 3.8.6 (a) of the report with regard 
to MPVs and the issue with regard to requiring them to be wheelchair accessible 
when licensed as hackney carriages, which was not the current policy.  He circulated 
at the meeting a further letter from Mr R Legate, Chairman of Harrogate Hackney 
Carriage Association dated 14 March 2007.  Currently 15% of all hackney carriages 
were MPVs and were wheelchair accessible and 5% were MPVs which were not 
wheelchair accessible. A full discussion ensued on this matter and it was confirmed 
that an MPV could carry more than four paying passengers.  It was agreed that the 
Policy should be amended to reflect that all new licences issued for MPVs from 1 
May 2007 require that such vehicles be wheelchair accessible. 
 
(Councillor Simms declared a personal interest in this item as his sister held a 
private hire vehicle licence plate.  He remained in the meeting room, took part in the 
discussion and voted) 
 
 
RECOMMENDED: 
 
That (1)  the Policy be changed to specify a 30% tint for all glass behind the front 
seats with the exception of rear glass which will have no control; 
 
(Unanimous decision) 
 
 (2)  the draft Policy detailed at appendix 2 to the report be approved; and 
 
(Unanimous decision) 
 
 (3)  with effect from 1 May 2007, all MPV vehicles being licensed for the first 
time as hackney carriages be required to be wheelchair accessible. 
 
(Eight Members voted for the motion and there was one abstention) 
 

(5.32 pm to 6.10 pm) 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


