
ENVIRONMENT OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMISSION 
TRAFFIC PANEL 

HELD ON 23 AUGUST 2005 
(FROM 5.37 PM TO 6.55 PM) 

 
PRESENT:  Councillor Robin Adderley in the Chair.  Councillors Andrew Jones, 
Macare and R Marsh. 
 
Also in attendance:  Councillor Sturdy, Cabinet Member   
     (Transport) 
 
Late Arrivals:   Councillor Macare at 5.50 pm 
 
Early Departures:   None. 
 

 
08/05 –APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE AND NOTIFICATION OF SUBSTITUTES:  
There were none. 
 

(5.37 pm) 
 
09/05 – DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:  Members indicated that there were no 
declarations of interest to declare under the Code of Conduct. 
 

(5.37 pm) 
 

10/05 – MINUTES:  The Minutes of the meeting of the Panel held on  
25 July 2005 were unanimously approved as a correct record and signed by the 
Chair. 
 

(5.38 pm) 
 

11/05 – EXEMPT INFORMATION:  There were no exempt information items. 
 

(5.38 pm) 
 

MATTERS FOR REPORT 
 
12/05 – RESPONSE TO SUGGESTIONS ARISING FROM PUBLIC  

  CONSULTATION:  The Chief Engineer (Traffic) reported on the response to 
suggestions arising from the first public meeting of the Traffic Panel.  Members 
questions were sought on 21 suggested measures, which it was reported would form 
the basis of the second Public Meeting. 

 
One member questioned whether there was a case for developing a Northern Relief 
Road.  The Chief Engineer (Traffic) advised that feedback from North Yorkshire 
County Council (NYCC) had suggested that it was unlikely to be included in NYCC’s 
Local Transport Plan (LTP) until at least 2015.  The Panel agreed that the issue of 
NYCC adopting a Northern Relief Road in its LTP should be progressed further. 
 



Councillor R Marsh queried whether there had been any further developments to 
construct a Park and Ride Facility at an alternative site to that of Wetherby Road, as 
it was not considered that the current proposal was viable without establishing an 
alternative route for buses to avoid the congestion on Wetherby Road.  It was 
reported that an alternative route around the showground rejoining the road network 
at the Hookstone Drive/Oatlands Drive junction had been suggested although a 
number of environmental concerns had been expressed regarding the effect that the 
proposal would have on the environment.  Although this did not preclude further 
consideration of this option it would be difficult to deliver for this reason. 
 
Another member suggested whether a Park and Ride facility could be developed  
close to the Southern Bypass.  The Chief Engineer (Traffic) explained that it would 
involve developing land currently within the greenbelt.  However, it was agreed that 
alternative sites for developing a Park and Ride facility could be examined.  
 
One Member referred to residents’ concerns regarding pick up points for a proposed 
Park and Ride facility and the need to provide members of the public with a clear 
explanation of what schemes had been suggested.   
 
The Chief Engineer (Traffic) advised that Yorkshire Agricultural Society (YAS) had 
submitted a planning application, which could facilitate the proposal to construct a 
Park and Ride facility on the site.  He also advised that the project was included in 
the recently revised NYCC Local Transport Plan which would run until 2011. 
 
The Chief Engineer (Traffic) provided a verbal report on the effects of experimental 
improvements to traffic flow on Skipton Road.  It was reported that there had been a 
reduction in journey times on Skipton Road of the order of 2 minutes southbound in 
the morning at peak period as a result of the experimental improvements, but that 
journey times had also been affected by the loss of the School Patrol Warden at 
Grove Road School.  He also reported that improvements in evening outward-bound 
traffic movements had not been as significant.  Further surveys would be undertaken 
in September 2005 after the start of the new school term and the results of these 
would be reported to the Panel in due course. 
 
13/05 – REVIEW METHODOLOGY:  The Panel considered the way forward to 
complete the review, and report to the Environment Overview and Scrutiny 
Commission and the need to arrange a second public meeting.  Members views 
were sought. 
 
Councillor Andrew Jones voiced concern that there might not be sufficient time to 
provide answers to all of the public’s concerns.  Another member suggested that 
where necessary a written response could be provided.  It was also suggested that 
the Public Meeting could consist of two parts.  The first part could involve a display 
on the top 20 suggested measures in exhibition form.  The second part could be a 
presentation on actions and results and could be used to tackle more difficult issues.  
The second part could also feature short, medium and long-term objectives and how 
the results had been achieved. 
 
It was agreed that any suggestion from the Public should be noted and feedback 
given even if this could not be achieved at the public meeting.   



 
It was also agreed that Mike Moore, the Director of Environmental Services, NYCC 
should be contacted and asked to attend the second Public Meeting.  The Cabinet 
Member (Transport) agreed to contact NYCC and report back to the Scrutiny Officer 
with a response.  Members discussed the possibility for holding the meeting at 
Harrogate Town Football Club from 7.30 pm to 9.00 pm with doors open from 6.30 
pm in order to allow the public to view the various exhibition boards that would be 
available. 
 
14/05 – DATE OF NEXT MEETING:  It was agreed that the next meeting of the 
Traffic Panel be held on Tuesday 18th October at 5.30 pm. 
 
 
        


