SUGGESTED MEASURE

COMMENT

1 Remove Traffic Signals

Consultants have tested this proposal using a sophisticated traffic model and have concluded that
removing traffic signals will seriously affect the ability of side road traffic to enter Skipton Road and
Wetherby Road at key junctions. This would give priority to through traffic to the disbenefit of
residents who live in areas adjacent to the main roads.

All of the traffic signals on the sections of road under consideration inciude dedicated pedestrian
phases which assist local residents. [f the signals were removed there would be no safe crossing
places for pedestrians who would be disadvantaged and more at risk from moving traffic
(especially the elderly, infirm and school children). This would conflict with the philosophy of the
NYCC Laocal Transport Plan which advocates that the interests of pedestrians should take priority
over those of the motorist.

Officers have undertaken inspections of various traffic signals (and pelican crossings) in order to
identify if minor changes can be made to staging and timing arrangements which will tend to
relieve congestion. A number of improvements to signal timings have already been implemented
and more effective measures are either being or will be trialed on an experimental basis in the
coming months.

Independent legal counsel has advised that, if the traffic signals (and pedestrian facilities) were
removed and accidents did occur, the Council could be held responsible and could be liable for
compensation claims.

2 Restrict Delivery Vehicles

Measures have already been introduced to prohibit peak time servicing operations at key locations
on Skipton Road and Wetherby Road.

| These measures have tended to free up traffic flows and relieve congestion.

-

3 Adjust Traffic Signals

I

| See 1 above.
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4 Ban On Street Parking

There is actually very little on street parking which affects traffic flow on Skipton Road and
Wetherby Road except near Woodlands School and between Chatsworth Road and Unity Grove

Measures have been taken to prohibit such parking near Woodlands School. Because resident
in the latter location do not have the benefit of alternative off street parking facilities measures
have been approved to lower the kerb to assist them to park astride the footway without
obstructing the carriageway and these will be implemented shortly.

These measures have tended or will tend to free up traffic flows and relieve congestion.

5 Restrict School Traffic or Stagger
School Starting and Finishing Times

Harrogate Council are not the Education Authority and even if they were they would have no
powers to prevent parents from dropping off and collecting their children by car.

The measures discussed in Section 4 which seek to prohibit parking near schools only tends to
relocate the problem into side streets to the disbenefit of residents.

The North Yorkshire County Council as Education Authority have considered the possibility of
staggering school times to relieve peak time pressure on the road network but have discounted
such a proposal as impractical believing it will only increase the demands on education staff wh
will end up being responsible for children dropped off earlier or picked up later because parents
| are unwilling/unable to alter their travel/employment arrangements.

i
H

| Both the Borough and County Council encourage schools to produce School Travel Plans whict
1 seek to persuade more parents to use alternative modes of transport (such as walking or cycling
to the private motor vehicle. Schools are responding to this initiative more readily now than in
recent years because funding to improve walking/cycling routes and provide facilities within
schools is now being made available.

6 Improve Public Transport

Normal bus services are provided throughout the urban area (and beyond) by Harrogate and
District travel who are privately owned commercially operated company. The County Council as
Transport authority do not have funding available to subsidise bus services except where, as in
| many rural areas, these provide a vital social need.
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Harrogate District Travel do, in partnership with both authorities provide school orientated
transport which also is available to the general public. These yellow buses attempt to “bridge the
gap” between children who do not live sufficiently far away from their school to qualify for free
school transport but are unwilling/unable to walk of cycle to school. The tariffs charged for these
services is pitched at a level which is acceptable to most parents and the usage is growing with
the prospect of additional services being provided in the future.

7 Divert Through Traffic

There is evidence that significant amounts of traffic are already using alternative routes through
residential streets and along rural back lanes to avoid congestion on the major roads. It would be
inappropriate to “sign” such routes because the roads are not suitable for use by additional traffic.
There is no guarantee that traffic would use alternative routes in any event if they perceived them
to be less economic in terms of time taken or distance travelled.

8 Free School Bus Travel

North Yorkshire is the largest education authority in geographical terms in the whole Country but
receives little or no extra funding (compared with other urban authorities) to assist with pupil
transport costs. The funding that is available is focussed upon the needs of children who live in
remofer rural areas and have to travel fairly long distances to attend school. There is, therefore,
no funding available to subsidise school bus travel in the urban area.

9 Build Harrogate (or Harrogate/
Knaresborough) By Pass

The consultants who undertook the HAKITS study considered that there was an economic case
for the building of the Harrogate and Knaresborough Outer Relief Road which is the only major
road scheme being protected by the County Council after previous reviews resulted in the setting

! aside of the Inner Northern Relief Road and the Western By Pass.

10 Improve access to/from Bilton

With the existing arrangements in place access to/egress from Bilton could only be achieved
through increasing the traffic signal timings in favour of Bilton traffic. This would have increased
journey times for other traffic using Skipton Road and increase congestion and environmental
pollution etc.
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11 increase flow of traffic

The traffic flow capacity of both Skipton Road and Wetherby Road is determined br the size o
road and the operation of the junctions.

Very little opportunity exists to widen the roads because of the proximity of properes to the
highway and the protection afforded to the Stray. Measures are being implementel, on a trial
basis initially, to attempt to increase junction capacity.

12 Increase Driver Information

It is conceded that if drivers knew in advance about likely delays on the routes in qestion, the

| might detour onto less congested routes easing congestion on Skipton Road and Vetherby R

Funding is being sought for the introduction of a number of Variable Information sins and the
infrastructure necessary to allow these to be controlled from the UTC centre, wher the syster
CCTV monitoring cameras can observe the build up of problems on the network.

13 Install Flyover

This particular measure has been suggested at Empress Roundabout to speed trdfic through
junction.

It is considered that such a measure would be environmentally unacceptable. Moe crucially t
construction of such a facility would infringe the provisions of the Stray Act.

14 Install Mini Roundabouts

The studies carried out by consultants referred to in Section 1 also assessed the rplacement
the existing traffic signals by mini roundabouts and concluded that this would not icrease traf
capacity on the network. Such a course of action would prevent any co-ordinated peration of
junctions as is possible with traffic lights.

The disadvantages for pedestrians, the possible increase in accident potential andhe questio

| Council liability if the signals were removed would also arise with this option.
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15 Install One-Way System

-

The proposal to install a one-way gyratory system incorporating Skipton Road, York Place, West
Park and Ripon Road was tested using the ftraffic model set up by the consultants undertaking the
HAKITS study. :

The results of the assessment confirmed that the introduction of such a proposal would
considerably increase the amount of traffic on the network and travel distances (with the
appropriate environmental disbenefits). Inevitably this would also lead to the use of unsuitable
cross town routes as short cuts to avoid travelling around the full gyratory system.

The measure is strongly opposed by Harrogate and District Travel, because it would have a
serious effect on journey times and increase the mileage travelled by their fleet of vehicles
resulting in less attractive services. The measure is also opposed by all the emergency services
because of the increase in response times that would result.

The proposal would not, as has been suggested, permit the removal of traffic signals and pelican
crossings since these would still be needed to permit access onto the gyratory systems from side
roads and to cater for pedestrians.

16 Introduce Congestion Charge

It is not believed that such a measure is appropriate for Harrogate particularly in respect of
Skipton Road and Wetherby Road which are currently the main routes for traffic moving through
or across town.

17 More Local Amenities

The Government have recently introduced planning guidance which seeks to ensure that large
developments do include employment opportunities and a full range of local amenities as well as
residential development.

Unfortunately little opportunity now exists to provide such facilities in areas, such as Bilton, which
have more or less “filled up” all the available development space enclosed by the Green Belt.
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18 More Dual Carriageways

| The opportunity to widen existing roads to dual carriageway standards is restricte by the

proximity of properties to the highway and the restrictions imposed on the develoment of the
Stray by the Stray Act. In addition dual carriageways have been shown to creataignificant
severance within local communities, to increase vehicle speeds and accident potntial and to
create severe environmental disbenefits.

19 Do not Introduce One-Way Gyratory
System

See Section 15.

20 Oppose Planning Permission for
Rugby Ground

The Secretary of State has indicated that planning permission for the redeveloprent of the R
Ground for residential purposes will not be granted.

21 Park and Ride Schemes

The NYCC Local Transport Plan does include provision for the construction of a brk and Ric
facility at a site off Wetherby Road which would be attractive to motorists approasing the tov
from the east and south.

It is considered that such a facility will not be attractive to motorists until the onwal journey ti
by bus to the town centre can be reduced in comparison with the time the motori:would take
he/she remained in their car.

Possible options for Park and Ride sites on other major approach routes are bein examined
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