
ENVIRONMENT OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMISSION 
HELD ON 5 DECEMBER 2005 
(FROM 5.30 PM TO 8.00 PM) 

 
PRESENT:  Councillor Heather Adderley in the Chair. Councillors Robin Adderley, 
Anthony Alton, Grange, Macare, Pat Marsh, Marsh, Newby, Smith and Trotter. 
 
Late arrivals:   Councillor Grange at 5.32 pm. 
 
Early departures: Councillor Macare at 6.15 pm. 
   Councillor Newby at 7.25 pm. 
   Councillor Trotter at 7.35 pm. 
 
63/05 – APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE AND NOTIFICATION OF SUBSTITUTES:  
Notification had been received that Councillor Anthony Alton was to act as a 
substitute for Councillor Mrs Atkinson. 
 

(5.30 pm) 
 
64/05 - DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: There were no declarations of interest. 
 

(5.31 pm) 
 
65/05 – MINUTES:  The Chair advised that, in relation to minute 59/05, it should be 
minuted that thanks was given to the Traffic Panel and, in particular, Councillor R 
Marsh.  The Minutes of the meeting of the Commission held on 24 September 2005, 
as amended, were approved as correct record and signed by the chair. 
 
(Seven Members voted for the motion and there were two abstentions) 

(5.32 pm) 
 

66/05 - EXEMPT INFORMATION: There were no exempt information items. 
 

(5.33 pm) 
 
67/05 - PUBLIC ARRANGEMENTS – QUESTIONS:  There were no questions to 
consider pursuant to Standing Order 27. 
 

(5.33 pm) 
 
 SCRUTINY CONSULTATION 
 
68/05 – HARROGATE, CRAVEN AND RURAL DISTRICT PRIMARY CARE 
 TRUST:  Lynda Wigley, Director of Primary Care, Patient and Public 
Involvement delivered a presentation regarding the future of Primary Care Trusts in 
connection with a consultation document – Your Community, Your Health.  She 
advised that the consultation document sought views from local people about the 
way in which health and social services should be provided in the future.  She 
explained that health and social services would be changing over the next few years 
due do NHS modernisation through an improvement plan, local primary care estate 
issues (problems with properties of some GP practices) and by new contracts for 
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GPs.  She advised that the Working with Local Communities Steering Group had 
been established which comprised of various local organisations and bodies (service 
providers) with the aim of engaging front line staff and service users.  Some of the 
main themes, which the Steering Group identified, were: 
 
� more services provided from GP surgeries; 
� making the most of opportunities to share premises; 
� the development of services in the community; 
� improvements to the provision of information regarding local services; 
� increases to the number of places on NHS dentists’ list; 
� developing a range of services provided by pharmacies; 
� helping to keep people healthy; 
� ensuring that there was suitable transport provision. 

 
She advised that there were opportunities to look at developing a new ‘heath centre’ 
premises and the old Nidd Vale site had been identified which would accommodate 
some GP surgeries that were currently too short of space.  She emphasised that any 
patients of the affected practices would be involved in any proposals for a new 
development.   
 
In relation to the future of health and care services she commented that is was 
important that services were developed to meet local people’s needs, both now and 
in the future.  These would involve giving patients more choice, advances in 
technology, new roles for professional staff, GP practices having more say over how 
and where resources were applied and evolving health care organisations.  Lynda 
Wigley concluded her presentation by outlining the main aims of the consultation and 
highlighting the different means of responding.  She then invited questions from 
Members. 
 
One Member commented that a bus route did not currently serve the proposed 
health centre at the old Nidd Vale site and that parking facilities were also limited.  
Lynda Wigley noted that parking was an issue and advised that discussions were 
currently ongoing with the Council over parking provision and the possibility of the 
introduction of a bus route to this site.  Concern was expressed about consultation 
with patients only being undertaken in the surgery waiting rooms.  It was confirmed 
that this was only a first stage in the consultation process and that other forms of 
consultation would be undertaken.  Members emphasised the importance of 
consulting members of public in particular on the issue of transportation.  It was 
confirmed that premises would be used as flexibly as possible with patients receiving 
services from others providing primary and community services as well as GPs.  
Lynda Wigley stated that the PCT would be also looking to provide services through 
others such as pharmacies in the future.  Members were also of the opinion that the 
establishment of larger health centres would mean that the personal touch would be 
lost which was an important feature of current GP surgeries.  Lynda Wigley 
responded by saying that there was evidence from across the country that indicated 
that the introduction of ‘health centres’ would work and it was one which GP’s were 
in favour of.  GP practices had the option of staying as they were or merging to form 
larger centres such as the one proposed at the Nidd Vale site but it was their choice.  
Members also raised concern for those people in rural areas and, in particular, the 
elderly who would become isolated with the closure of the small rural surgeries.  
Lynda Wigley stated that those who were seriously ill or on a care plan would still 
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receive home visits.  Members considered that there was potential for the Nidd Vale 
site but there were concerns over the role of the developer and how responsive they 
would be to the views of local people.  It was emphasised that the proposed changes 
were not primarily concerned with saving money but to provide more appropriate 
services in the community.  It was noted that GPs and pharmacies could be 
encouraged to change their opening hours and develop ‘user friendly’ practices such 
as dual registration at practices for home and office use.  The issue of how dentists 
were incorporated into the proposals was also raised and Lynda Wigley stated that a 
new contract had just been agreed with them. 
 
It was agreed that the Scrutiny Officer would prepare a response, on behalf of the 
Commission, upon its views on the consultation document that would be emailed to 
Members for comment, then to Cabinet and the PCT. 
 
The chair thanked Lynda Wigley for her informative presentation. 
 

(5.33 pm – 6.44 pm) 
 

(D) 
 

69/05 – FEEDBACK FROM CABINET – 21 SEPTEMBER 2005 ON ISSUES 
 AFFECTING THE COMMISSION::  The Senior Members Services Officer 
submitted a written report in relation to the outcome of the Cabinet meeting held on 
21 September 2005 regarding the Medium Term Financial Strategy which had been 
considered by the Commission at its meeting held on 12 September 2005. 
 
The Commission noted the report. 
 

(6.44 pm) 
 

(D) 
 
SCRUTINY MATTERS AND REVIEW UNDERTAKEN BY THE COMMISSION 
 
70/05 – THE EFFECT OF LARGE TREES:  The Commission received a 
presentation from Mr Paul Casey, Arboricultural Manager, in relation the effect of 
large trees on the environment and property.  Mr Casey reported that the 
arboricultural team managed approximately 10,000 trees within the district which 
were located on the highway, in parks and open spaces, in woodlands, on Council 
Housing Land and also in cemeteries.  He commented that there were many benefits 
from trees to the environment, namely: 
 
� Landscape value; 
� Environmental filters; 
� Providing shelter, shade and act as natural screens; 
� Increase property value; and 
� Economic value 

 
Mr Casey then described the importance of urban treescape and showed various 
pictures that demonstrated this.  In relation to Harrogate Borough Council’s 
management of tree assets he reported that trees were currently inspected on a four 
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year rolling programme and works were prioritised on an urgent, high, medium, low 
or no action required basis.  As part of future management arrangements, this 
involved strategic tree risk management, which would be more structured, effective, 
efficient and would provide more of an economical approach.  All tree data would be 
captured using hand-held data capture and GPS systems which would then be 
stored on the Council’s computerised tree management software.  He added that 
one of the main advantages to this was that it would allow for a more fluid and 
quicker responses to enquiries.  The work would also be carried out by an industry 
qualified Tree Surveyor.   
 
Questions from Members were then invited.  Members commented that they were 
not always presented with feedback/responses from the department to issues which 
they had raised or any issued affecting them as ward Councillors.  There was 
particular concern regarding changes to planning requirements, as sites were 
developed, and informing ward Councillors of the changes.  Mr Kilburn, Head of 
Parks and Open Spaces, commented that the section were investigating the 
possibility of using web links which would be a more effective tool of involving both 
the public and Members. 
 
The Chair thanked Mr Casey for his informative presentation. 
 

(6.45 pm – 7.35 pm) 
 

(D) 
 
71/05 – TRAFFIC PANEL:  The Chair of the Panel, Councillor R Adderley, delivered 
a verbal update on the second public meeting which was held at Harrogate Rugby 
Ground on the 14 November 2005.  He advised that the meeting had been attended 
by approximately 50 members of the public and featured presentations and 
exhibitions, by the Traffic Section, on the various improvements which had been 
carried out on Wetherby Road/Skipton and also plans for the future.  Councillor 
Adderley expressed his thanks to Members of the Traffic Panel and all officer’s 
involved and advised that he would be presenting a final report to the Cabinet 
Member (Transport) on the 19 December 2005.  A progress report would then be 
brought to the Commission in six months.   
 
It was also agreed that a letter of thanks be sent to Mike Moore, Director of 
Environmental Services, for his attendance and involvement on the night. 
 

(7.35 pm – 7.40 pm) 
 

(D) 
 
72/03 – GM FOOD:  The Scrutiny Officer reported that the final report would be 
submitted to Cabinet on 14 December and also to full Council in the new year. 
 

(7.40 pm) 
 

(D) 
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73/05 - REQUESTS FOR INCLUSION OF ITEMS IN FUTURE WORK     
 PROGRAMME:  Additional information and a copy of the Commission’s draft 
Work Programme for 2005/06 was submitted, along with a list of major issues which 
had been identified by Departments which fell within the Commission’s remit.  There 
were no requests for items of work. 
 

(7.41 pm – 7.43 pm) 
 

(D) 
 

 
 MATTERS HOLDING THE EXECUTIVE TO ACCOUNT 
 
74/05 – 2005/2006 CORPORATE BASKET OF PERFORMACE INDICATORS  
 (PIs)   QUARTER TWO REPORT:  A report by the Performance Officer was 
submitted which outlined the performance in quarter two of 2005/2006 on those 
performance indicators included within the Council’s Corporate Basket of PIs for 
which the commission was responsible for.  In her absence the Scrutiny Officer 
presented the report and responded to Member questions.  The Commission 
requested that a response be sought from the Cabinet Member (Planning) in 
relation to the decrease of performance indicator BV109a, major applications 
determined in 13 weeks. 
 
It was also noted that the budget process would provide the opportunity for 
Members to seek further information from Cabinet Members regarding performance 
in relation to their department’s services. 
 

(7.44 pm – 7.47 pm) 
 

(D) 
 
75/05 – CAP TOP PRIORITY ACTIONS 2005/2006 – HALF YEAR REPORT:  A 
report from the Performance Officer was submitted which updated the Commission 
on progress made in quarter two of 2005/06 on the top priority actions.  In her 
absence the Scrutiny Officer presented the report and responded to Member 
questions.  In relation to CAP actions 4.5.1 and 5.2.2, it was noted that Members had 
received a written response regarding performance on these actions but that they 
could seek further information from the relevant Cabinet Members at the January 
2006 meeting of the Commission.  The Commission also requested responses to 
CAP actions 4.5, in relation to caring for the environment, and 5.1.2, in relation to 
supporting the growing local economy. 
 

(7.47 pm – 7.58 pm) 
 

(D) 
 
76/05 – FORWARD PLAN OF KEY DECISIONS:  Members noted the current 
forward plan key decisions which related to the Commission: 
 
� Local Waste Management Strategy Review; 
� Updated Environmental Services Policy Documents; 
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� Purchase of New Vehicles; 
� Knaresborough Car Parking Study; 
� Traffic Calming Scheme – Cornwall Road / Harlow Moor Road; 
� Traffic Calming Scheme – Claro Road; 
� Traffic Calming Scheme – Green Lane; 
� Traffic Calming Scheme – Queens Road; 
� Traffic Calming Scheme – Beech Road; 
� Traffic Calming Scheme – Margaret Road and Lascelles Road; and 
� Approval of the Council’s Local Development Framework (2006) (LDS) 

 
(7.58 pm) 

 
(D) 

 
77/05 – CABINET AND CABINET MEMBER DECISIONS:  The Commission noted 
the Cabinet and Cabinet Member decisions that had been taken or were due to be 
taken since the last Meeting of the Commission. 
 

(7.59 – 8.00 pm) 
 

(D) 
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