
SCRUTINY MATTERS AND REVIEWS UNDERTAKEN BY THE COMMISSION 
 
15/06 -  CAR PARKING POLICY:  The Chair introduced Mr Brian Dunsby, Chief 
Executive of Harrogate Chamber of Trade and Commerce, who had been invited to 
attend the Commission to put forward views collated by the Harrogate Chamber in 
relation to Harrogate Borough Council’s Car Parking Enforcement Policies.   
 
Mr Dunsby circulated a text summary of the points to be raised during the course of his 
presentation, together with a number of items of supporting evidence.  Mr Dunsby 
referred to On-Street Parking Charges, Enforcement Policy, Out of Town Visitors, 
Evening and Weekend Charges, Disabled Drivers, Overnight Parking Problems, 
Business Vehicles, Warning Notices, Penalty Value, Appeals Procedure, Revenue 
Generation, Disc Zone Problems, Parking Regulations and Publication, and finally a 
portfolio of evidence attached to his summary. 
 
In referring to each of those issues listed above Mr Dunsby invited the Commission to 
question the reasoning and rationale behind Harrogate Borough Council’s current Car 
Parking Enforcement Policies with a view to adopting a more sympathetic approach to 
car parking enforcement throughout the district and in some instances the need for 
enforcement at all. 
 
In conclusion, Mr Dunsby reminded the Commission that his intention in attending the 
Commission was to present the views of the general public, the Council taxpayer and 
visitors to the district.  The Chair then invited Members of the Commission to question 
Mr Dunsby on the content of the presentation and the suggestion that the Commission 
should review these policies. 
 
The Commission then considered whether the issues detailed by Mr Dunsby should be 
included in the current draft scope regarding the Review of Car Parking Policy in the 
Harrogate District.  During the course of discussions, it was concluded that the points 
raised by Mr Dunsby during his presentation should be included in the scope for the 
review and it was also agreed that any review should include the “knock on effect” of 
the Council’s Parking Enforcement Policies to the District’s residents.  It was agreed 
that perhaps a proactive approach was required to improve the general public’s 
understanding of the considerations taken into account by the Borough Council when 
formulating Car Parking Enforcement Policies. 
 
It was suggested that the Commission could establish a small working group to 
investigate this subject in greater detail.  In response to a query from Councillor 
Parnaby, it was acknowledged that any review of Car Parking Enforcement Policy would 
cover the Harrogate district as a whole and, indeed, Mr Dunsby confirmed that the 
Boroughbridge, Knaresborough and Ripon Chambers of Trade and Commerce had also 
expressed concern about Enforcement Policies in their respective areas.  It was noted 
that Councillor Parnaby would be able to supply information about car parking issues in 
Ripon once the group had been established.  
 



It was also noted that the recent Select Committee on Transport seventh report into Car 
Parking had detailed issues that could also be included in the scope for the review.  It 
was also acknowledged that there was a need to consult local businesses in balance 
with local residents and visitors to the district in relation to the Council’s Policies. 
 
It was unanimously agreed that a working group of five Environment Commission 
Members be established comprising Councillors R Marsh, Willoughby, Parnaby, Robin 
Adderley and Hawke.  It was also agreed that a meeting of the working group would be 
held in advance of the next Commission meeting to be held on the 11 September 2006 
if possible and that it would at that meeting confirm the scope for the review. 

 
(5.31 pm – 6.12 pm) 
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