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1.0 PURPOSE OF REPORT

1.1 The Police and Justice Act 2006 introduced Crime and Disorder (Overview
and Scrutiny) Regulations that came into force on 30 April 2009.

1.2 This report provides additional information to enable the Commission (as the
Council’s Crime and Disorder Committee) to fulfil the requirements of this
legislation on behalf of the Council.

2.0 RECOMMENDATION/S

2.1 It is recommended that the Commission take into account the information in
the report when considering the Crime and Disorder issues on the agenda.

3.0 THE REPORT

Background

3.1 The Police and Justice Act 2006 introduced Crime and Disorder (Overview
and Scrutiny) Regulations (The Crime and Disorder (Overview and Scrutiny)
Regulations 2009) that came into force on 30 April 2009. These have been
considered these previously and a copy of these regulations is attached at
APPENDIX A for information. For the purposes of the regulations the
Overview and Scrutiny Commission is the Council’s Crime and Disorder
Committee.

3.2 The regulations state that “A crime and disorder committee shall meet to
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review or scrutinise decisions made, or other action taken, in connection with
the discharge by the responsible authorities of their crime and disorder
functions, as the committee considers appropriate but no less than once in
every twelve months”. The responsible authorities are the local crime and
disorder reduction partnership partners.

a) North Yorkshire Police Authority (NYPA)

3.3 The Crime and Disorder (Overview and Scrutiny) Regulations (2009) also
enable the co-option of additional members onto the Crime and Disorder
Committee for the consideration of crime and disorder issues. In practice this
has been interpreted as a Police Authority member for the consideration of
matters relating to the police. The guidance recognises the role of the Police
Authority in saying ”It is important that scrutiny bodies and police authorities
should work closely together to ensure that their activities are complementary”

3.4 North Yorkshire Police Authority sees the introduction of Crime and Disorder
Committees as a very positive development in terms of local accountability,
engagement and involvement and believes local Crime and Disorder
Committees should be a significant element in delivering the Authory’s own
roles of oversight and ‘holding to account’ by bringing a local dimension to
what is currently, in the main, a strategic force-wide oversight. It has appointed
a Local Accountability and Scrutiny Officer to support these committees and
members that attend. One of the functions of the Local Accountability and
Scrutiny Officer is to ensure that appropriate Police performance information is
available to authorities in North Yorkshire.

3.5 In North Yorkshire the following Overview and Scrutiny Guiding Principles
have been agreed as the local approach of the District, Borough and County
Councils in North Yorkshire to the co-option of Police Authority members:

The Committee for the County Council will co-opt a Police Authority
representative onto its membership.
Except in cases where a member of the Committee in the District and
Borough Councils is also a Police Authority member, the committee will
issue a standing invitation to the Police Authority to send a representative
(either Member or officer) to attend as an expert adviser. Alternatively, in
consultation with the Police Authority, the committee may co-opt a member
of that Authority.
Each Local Authority will consider its own requirements on the co-option of
additional members from partner organisations.
A member of the committee (or an invited expert advisor) shall not also be
a representative on the CDRP or the Safer Communities Forum

3.6 It has been agreed with NYPA that Mr Bill Baugh (NYPA member) will be the
non-voting expert advisor for the Commission and will attend when crime and
disorder matters are being discussed. His remit does not generally include
taking a position on matters outside areas of Police Authority responsibility. Mr
Ian Wolstenholme (Local Accountability and Scrutiny Officer) will also attend
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to support Mr Baugh.

b) Crime and Disorder Consideration 2009/2010

3.7 At the meeting on 20 July 2009 the Overview and Scrutiny Commission
considered the Harrogate and District Community Safety Partnership Plan
2008-2011 Refresh & the Safer Communities Annual Report 2008/09
presented by the Community Safety and CCTV Manager.

3.8 As a result of the availability of Police Performance Information and the draft
Harrogate and District Safer Communities Partnership Plan 2010/11 It was
agreed that the Commission meeting on 19 April 2010 would (in part) be a
Crime and Disorder Committee meeting to consider the following:

North Yorkshire Police Force Policing Pledge and Harrogate District
Performance Report - 3rd Quartile
North Yorkshire Police, Safer Neighbourhood Teams Priority Settings
Draft Refresh of the Harrogate and District Safer Communities
Partnership Plan 2010/11

3.9 The consideration of these reports enables the Commission to fulfil the
requirements of the Crime and Disorder (Overview and Scrutiny) Regulations
on behalf of the Council.

4.0 FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS

4.1 Consultation with finance staff was not necessary during the preparation of
this report.

5.0 HUMAN RESOURCES IMPLICATIONS

5.1 Consultation with the Human Resources section was not necessary during the
preparation of this report.

6.0 LEGAL IMPLICATIONS

6.1 Consultation with the Legal section was not necessary during preparation of
this report.

7.0 ICT IMPLICATIONS

7.1 Consultation with the Technical Advisory Board (TAB) was not necessary
during preparation of this report.

8.0 RISK ASSESSMENT

8.1 A risk assessment has not been undertaken during preparation of this report.

9.0 EQUALITY AND DIVERSITY

9.1 An Equality and Diversity Impact Assessment has not been undertaken during
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preparation of this report.

10.0 CONCLUSIONS

10.1 As the Council’s Crime and Disorder Committee the Overview and Scrutiny
Commissions is required to comply with the Police and Justice Act 2006 Crime
and Disorder (Overview and Scrutiny) Regulations that came into force on 30
April 2009.

10.2 The regulations state that a crime and disorder committee must meet to
review or scrutinise decisions made, or other action taken, in connection with
the discharge by the responsible authorities of their crime and disorder
functions at least once a year.

10.3 NYPA sees the introduction of Crime and Disorder Committees as a very
positive development in terms of local accountability and has appointed a
Local Accountability and Scrutiny Support Officer to support this role. It has
also appointed Mr Bill Baugh (NYPA member) as the non-voting expert
advisor for the Commission.

10.4 The Commission has agreed that the meeting on 19 April 2010 would (in part)
be a Crime and Disorder Committee meeting to consider appropriate Police
Performance Information and the draft Harrogate and District Safer
Communities Partnership Plan 2010/11.

10.5 The consideration of these reports enables the Commission to fulfil the
requirements of the Crime and Disorder (Overview and Scrutiny) Regulations
on behalf of the Council

Background Papers -

OFFICER CONTACT: Please contact Mark Codman if you require any further information on
the contents of this report.  The officer can be contacted at Crescent Gardens by telephone on
(01423) 556153 or by Email – mark.codman@harrogate.gov.uk

SUSTAINABILITY ASSESSMENT / POLICY & COMMUNICATIONS
CONSIDERATIONS

Implications are
Positive Neutral Negative

A Economy
B Environment
C
i)
ii)

iii)

Social Equity
General
Customer Care / People
with Disabilities
Health Implications

D Crime and Disorder
Implications

E Business Transformation
F Communications

If all comments lie within the shaded areas, the proposal is sustainable.
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