100/09 - ECONOMY OF THE DISTRICT COPING WITH THE RECESSION TASK
AND FINISH GROUP - FINAL REPORT: The Corporate Improvement Officer
(Scrutiny) submitted the Final Report and recommendations of the Economy of the
District Coping with the Recession Task and Finish Group. The Chair advised that, due
to the late submission of the Final Report, the deadline for comments had been
extended to the 26 April 2010 and these should be sent to the Corporate Improvement
Officer (Scrutiny).

Councillor Nick Brown queried when the Economic Development Action Plan would be
completed as that was a key document for businesses and also commented that very
few businesses were involved in the work to produce the Economic Development Action
Plan and that he had been raised this when it had been considered by the Commission.
The Corporate Improvement Officer (Scrutiny) stated that the Task and Finish Group
had taken this into account in its recommendations to ensure that the Action Plan was
reported to the Commission when it was available.

Councillor Pat Marsh commented that the draft Final Report reflected what had been
considered and discussed at the meetings and the Group had got various viewpoints
from across the District. Councillor Reg Marsh commented that it was disappointing
that only two banks in the District had attended the meetings and the Chair advised on
the difficulties in getting banks to address the Group. Members considered the
proposed recommendations of the Task and Finish Group and agreed them.

The Chair referred to an email he had received from a members of public regarding
empty shops in Ripon and which suggested various ways of addressing the issue
through the letting of shops to local groups to use and through window displays etc.
Members considered this and agreed that recommendation 8 of the Final Report
addressed this and the Corporate Improvement Officer (Scrutiny) agreed to report back
to the member of public on this.

A discussion took place on draft Final Report and it was agreed that any political
affiliation references in report and the photographs of those Members who served on
the Group be removed.

RESOLVED (UNANIMOUSLY):

That the draft Final Report and its recommendations be approved in line with the
comments detailed above.

The Chair thanked those Members, external organisations and officer who had been
involved in the Task and Finish Group.
(7.25 pm - 7.50 pm)



