
08/10 - THE OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY WORK PROGRAMME 2010-2011: The
Corporate Improvement Officer (Scrutiny) tabled a draft Work Programme for 2010 -
2011 and Members were asked to consider the items included and any other potential
items of work.  Councillor Jim Clark advised that there needed to be earlier
consideration of the Budget for 2011/12 and the Corporate Improvement Officer
(Scrutiny) advised that the Performance Panel would be considering the Medium Term
Financial Strategy in August 2010 and, in relation to the Scrutiny of the Budget 2011/12,
he stated that there would be specific budget meetings with Directors and Heads of
Services, in advance of the Commission’s Scrutiny of the budget in January 2011, and
Members would be encouraged to attend those meetings.  The timetable for these
meetings would be agreed later in the year and the Commission would consider
representation at the meetings when it considered the Budget Scrutiny process later in
the year.

Due to the current financial climate and the effect on local authorities, the Chair
emphasised the importance of scrutinising the 2011/12 budget and the need for
Members to attend the relevant training in this area.

The Corporate Improvement Officer (Scrutiny) referred to an email he had received from
the Audit Commission confirming that Comprehensive Area Assessment (CAA) was to
be abolished and further details were yet to be announced.

Councillor Nick Brown suggested that the Commission should undertake a review of the
Council’s Partnerships and their Terms of Reference.  The Corporate Improvement
Officer (Scrutiny) advised that the Assistant Chief Executive was currently carrying out a
review of Council Partnerships and it was agreed that the item be included in the
Commission’s Work Programme for 2010/11 and the Assistant Chief Executive be
invited to attend an appropriate meeting.

Councillor Martin referred to an issue in his Ward regarding shopmobility scooters and
the Council’s policy regarding parking these at warden controlled property.  He stated
that Risk Assessments carried out by the Council prevented users parking the scooters
outside their accommodation and instead having to use a shopmobility park which was
located further away from the accommodation.  He particular referred to one current
situation concerning a member of public and the difficulties he was experiencing and
advised that he was discussing the issue with Alan Jenks, Head of Housing.  It was
agreed that Councillor Martin should progress this issue and report at the next
Commission meeting. The Commission would then consider if any further work was
required.

Councillor Nick Brown commented upon the Plain English Group and was concerned
over the progress that the Group had made.  It was agreed that the Assistant Chief
Executive be invited to a future meeting to update Members on progress made.

Councillor Nick Brown commented on the Economic Strategy Action Plan which the
Commission had previously expressed an interest in looking at.  It was agreed that the



Corporate Improvement Officer (Scrutiny) would follow this up and that the Action Plan,
when ready, would be presented to the Commission.

(6.40 pm - 6.57 pm)


