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Harrogate District-wide Transport Priorities – Key points to aid discussion

Data Analysis – Key findings in Harrogate and Knaresborough
A large proportion of trips made are to Harrogate town centre. Most of these
are by car. Their origins are from a wide range of places. The scope for
providing a public transport alternative is therefore restricted.
Many car trips to the town centre are short trips.  The right conditions
therefore need to be created to make walking and cycling attractive options.
Most routes in and around Harrogate and Knaresborough suffer from
congestion and delays. Congestion if left unchecked could impact on
economic viability, quality of life, and the attractiveness of the towns.
Bus services are relatively poor, with the exception of several key routes.
There are limited bus priority measures.
Rail attracts a surprisingly small proportion of trips.

Data Analysis – Key findings in the market towns and rural areas
Car ownership is relatively high.
 A dispersed population, low demand and need for funding support means
that there is limited scope to improve bus services.

Existing Strategic Connections
The quality of strategic connections from Harrogate and the wider District is
relatively poor.
Accessibility to key transport hubs at Leeds and York, and Leeds Bradford
Airport are slow, infrequent and do not provide good service quality.

Future developments
New housing and employment provision in Harrogate and Knaresborough will
lead to a greater number of trips to Harrogate town centre, for work as well as
shopping and leisure purposes. Car use to/from new developments needs to
be minimised in line with the policies set out in the Core Strategy.

Future Transport Options
National, city region and sub regional objectives were considered along side
Council objectives including those in the adopted Core Strategy as part of the
process of identifying possible interventions to address the current and future
transport needs of the District.

Eleven key interventions were identified :

Expanded walking and cycling networks
‘Smarter choices’ - sustainable travel options eg travel plans, car share.
Revised town centre parking policy
Park and Ride
Improved local bus services
Management Strategy for the Leeds Harrogate York Line
Conversion of the rail line to tram train
Broadband to all new homes to reduce the need to travel
A ‘transit orientated development’ approach to new home building
Expansion of demand responsive bus services eg Little Red Bus
Strengthening rural bus services.


