32/10 - FEEDBACK FROM PANELS AND WORKING GROUPS: The following
updates were received:

Governance - The Chair of the Panel, Councillor Jim Clark, reported on the recent
meeting of 13 September 2010 where they had considered the Annual Governance
report. He referred to the report by the Audit Commission which stated that the audit
had gone very well, the accounts were excellent and there had been a good relationship
with the responsible officers. He did, however, refer to an error spotted by the auditor in
the Housing Revenue Account whereby £50,000 had been capitalised, however as it
was not a material issue the accounts had not been amended. In terms of future items
of work, he advised that the Panel would examine the Business Transformation
programme.

Performance - The Chair of the Panel, Councillor Jim Clark, reported on the recent
meeting of the Panel of 2 August 2010 where they had considered the Medium Term
Financial Strategy 2011/2012 to 2013/2014. The Panel considered the contents of the
strategy in detail and, amongst other things, recommended that the repeat of the 2004
SIMALTO consultation exercise be not undertaken due to the current financial climate
and given that the authority already consulted local stakeholders and other interested
parties.

Alcohol Related Hospital Admissions - The Chair of the Task and Finish Group,
Councillor Jim Clark, reported that the Task and Finish Group had been re-established
and a number of meetings had been programmed and progress would be reported back
to the Commission in the future. The Chair of the Commission advised that there were
to be changes to the Licensing Act which may give local authorities greater
responsibility to revoke licenses from premises where it had been proven that they had
not acted responsibly.

Economy of the District Coping with Recession - The Corporate Improvement
Officer (Scrutiny) reported that the final report and recommendations had been
approved by the Cabinet Member (Planning, Transport and Economic Development)
and that the Cabinet Member would report back to the Commission in due course on
the progress of the recommendations. Councillor Nick Brown stated that he had not yet
received the information regarding the funding allocation to businesses from bodies
such as Yorkshire Forward or information regarding cuts in Business link funding as
requested at the last meeting of the Commission and the Corporate Improvement
Officer (Scrutiny) agreed to follow this up with the Head of Property and Economic
Development.

NYCC Scrutiny of Health Committee - Councillor lan Galloway, the HBC appointed
representative on the NYCC Health Scrutiny Committee, provided an account of the
recent issues considered at recent meetings of the Committee. He referred to the
relocation of the dental clinic from Ripon Community Hospital to Kingswood House in
Harrogate and the Liberating National Health Service White Paper which set out
proposals for putting local consortia of GP practices in charge of commissioning



services to best meet the needs of local people, supported by an independent NHS
Commissioning Board. He reported that, in line with the new changes in Health
legislation, the NYCC Scrutiny of Health Committee would be disbanded and be
replaced by a Health and Well Being Board. The timescale for this was to be confirmed.
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