
CRIME AND DISORDER MATTERS

06/11 - CRIME AND DISORDER - OVERVIEW: The Corporate Improvement Officer
(Scrutiny) submitted a written report which informed the Commission on its
responsibilities as the Council’s Crime and Disorder Committee.  The report enclosed
current information regarding crime and disorder issues in the Harrogate District
including Safer Neighbourhood Team (SNT) Crime Data, SNT Priority Settings and
Service Standards Performance.  The Chair introduced Ian Wolstenholme, Local
Accountability and Scrutiny Officer, and invited him to speak to the Commission.  He
referred to the Police and Justice Act 2006 which introduced Crime and Disorder
(Overview and Scrutiny) Regulations, which came into force on 30 April 2009, and he
explained to the Commission its responsibilities as the Council’s Crime and Disorder
Committee.

In relation to the SNT Priorities, he advised that these were consulted upon with the
local community and reported upon on a quarterly basis and if priorities were not
resolved then they were rolled over to the next quarter.  In relation to the SNT Crime
Data information, he explained that these were based on SNT areas and they also
provided comparable years of data.  He referred to increases in burglaries and violent
crime in the Harrogate District and advised that extra resources had been brought in to
the District to address it.

He also referred to the Service Standards Performance Framework and advised that,
from 21 March 2011, the way in which policing was delivered had changed.  It was also
agreed that this information in the future would be provided in colour.
He stated that both North Yorkshire Police and North Yorkshire Police Authority held the
Commission in high regard for the work and approach taken in acting as a Crime and
Disorder Committee.  He also added the Commission’s comments and observations
had been used as a catalyst to review Safer Neighbourhood Team Priorities and had
also influenced the content of the Policing Plan.  The Commission’s comments on the
Harrogate District Community Safety Partnership Plan had also led to revisions of the
plan as well as revisions to other local areas CSP Plans.

He then focused on the changes for 2012 with NYPA to be disbanded and the
introduction of Police and Crime Commissioners in May 2012 and explained the
process for these.

Questions were then invited.  Councillor Pat Marsh asked about the future of SNT’s and
commented that none of the priorities for the Hookstone Ward appeared on the current
SNT Priority Setting document.  Ian Wolstenholme confirmed that SNT’s would be
retained in the current format and that the Police Reform and Social Responsibility Bill
strengthened the process of them.  Referring to the NYP Service Setting Standards
2011-12, Councillor Pat Marsh also commented that the title of ‘we are committed to
being there when you need us’ was unrealistic given the significant funding cuts and
should be reviewed.  She also referred to the impact of policing at a local level and Ian



Wolstenholme agreed to circulate to Members information on what was going to
happen locally.

Councillor Jim Clark referred to his recent experience in contacting the non-emergency
police contact number and the poor response time in answering the call and also
referred to issues in the Rossett and Pannal Ward that were also not reflected in the
SNT Priorities.  Councillor Greta Knight also referred to traffic and speed issues at the
Woodfield SNT that were listed as a new priority although the issues had been ongoing
for period of time.  Ian Wolstenholme stated that the key principle of Safer
Neighbourhood Group (SNG) meetings was that priorities were set by the local
community and that the content should reflect what was discussed at each meeting and
added that he would suggest that an additional update column be added to the priorities
list so that Members were kept informed of the progress of each priority.  A number of
Members raised concerns that SNG meeting dates were not set by the local community
and were PC led and often the Group would only get a week’s notice of the meeting.
Communication and poor public perception were also identified as areas for
improvement and the Chair commented that more regular meetings of SNG would
improve things.  Ian Wolstholme acknowledged the concerns and comments and would
follow these up.

Councillor C Hill referred to on-going anti social and crime problems in her Ward and
Ian Wolstenholme agreed to relay the concerns to the relevant Community Police
Officer for the area and also to make the Chief Constable aware of the issue.  Referring
to the SNT Crime Data, Councillor Reg Marsh queried what was classed as other crime
and it was confirmed that these were offences related to trading standards, licensing,
fraud etc and agreed to include a definition of this in the next publication of the Crime
Data.  Councillor Woolley asked for clarification on how SNT Priorities were set and Ian
Wolstenholme reiterated that they were set by local communities at SNG meetings.

In referring to the Service Standards Performance Framework, Councillor Alec Brown
asked whether comparative data could also be provided if a performance indicator was
classed as red or if there were significant increases in other crime areas and Ian
Wolstenholme agreed to include this in future data.  Councillor Stan Beer also
commented that further information should be provided in the trend column and Ian
Wolstenholme agreed to look at this request.

The Chair thanked Ian Wolstenholme for his attendance.

(6.25 pm - 7.08 pm)


