WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION: The Chair welcomed the new Chairs and Vice-
Chairs of the Overview and Scrutiny Commissions to the meeting. The Board were
informed that the Commissions had focussed on a range of important issues. It was
advised that Overview and Scrutiny was intended to be non-party political and as such
the Chairs and Vice-Chairs of the Commissions were Members of different political
groups.

It was then proposed and agreed by the Board that future meetings would commence
at 6.00 pm.

MATTERS FOR REPORT

06/07 — DRAFT WORK PROGRAMME 2007/2008: The Scrutiny Officer submitted the
draft work programme 2007/2008 for each Overview and Scrutiny Commission and the
Governance and Performance Panels. The Scrutiny Officer advised that these draft
work programmes could be used as a starting point for Members of the Overview and
Scrutiny Commissions to consider their work for the forthcoming year. It was reported
that certain matters, such as future items of work and performance information would
feature as regular items on the agenda for each Overview and Scrutiny Commission.
The Board were informed that the Chairs and Vice Chairs of the Overview and Scrutiny
Commissions would be invited to report back to the Board with an update regarding
work that their Commission had undertaken. The Chair also emphasised the
importance for Chairs and Vice-Chairs of Overview and Scrutiny Commissions to attend
the departmental Budget meetings when these were organised in the Budget process.

Draft Work Programme 2007/2008 - Organisation Improvement and Environment
Overview and Scrutiny Commission: Councillor Mrs Atkinson reported that the
Organisation Improvement and Environment Overview and Scrutiny Commission had
undertaken a wide variety of work. A major review that was currently being undertaken
was car parking in the Harrogate District. The Board were informed that a working
group had been established and a number of meetings had been held. The work had
involved a significant amount of consultation with the public and the group would be
reporting back to the Commission at future meetings.

The Scrutiny Officer reported that an update regarding the Planning Service Review
would be provided at the next Commission meeting, which was scheduled to take place
on Monday, 18™ June 2007. It was also reported that the Chief Executive of North
Yorkshire and York Primary Care Trust (NYYPCT) had been invited to attend the
meeting.

The Scrutiny Officer advised that there was a vacancy for a Member of the Organisation
Improvement and Environment Overview and Scrutiny Commission to serve on the
NYCC Scrutiny of Health Committee. It was noted that the previous Member to serve
on the Committee was former Councillor, Robin Adderley.



The Board discussed potential areas of work that the Commission could consider.
These included the arrangements for reviewing the no smoking ban and the resources
available to the Council for enforcing the ban.

Draft Work Programme 2007/2008 - Community and Partners Overview and
Scrutiny Commission: The Chair suggested that the Commission could request an
update concerning the Cultural Services and Leisure fund. The Board also discussed a
potential review of the Harrogate District Strategic Partnership (HDSP). Councillor
Hoult felt that the HDSP had lost its way, particularly with regard to engaging the local
business community.

Councillor Clark suggested inviting the newly appointed Chief Constable of North
Yorkshire Police to attend a special Overview and Scrutiny meeting as there were still
issues outstanding from the previous meeting.

Draft Work Programme 2007/2008 - Corporate Overview and Scrutiny
Commission: There were no comments regarding the draft work programme for the
Corporate Overview and Scrutiny Commission.

Draft Work Programme 2007/2008 - General Overview and Scrutiny: As part of the
Overview and Scrutiny strategy, the involvement of the public was a major concern. It
was noted that the Board felt that more could be done to publicise Overview and
Scrutiny and engage members of the public.

The Board was keen to review the Forward Plan and ensure that it was appropriate for
use by the Public. The Scrutiny Officer advised this was included in the Overview and
Scrutiny strategy and that that the Board would manage the review.

The Board discussed reviewing North Yorkshire County Council's (NYCC) proposals for
unitary status as it could result in substantial changes for how the Council operates.
Councillor Clark reported that various figures had been expressed, which had not been
scrutinised. The Chair advised that the matter should be deferred until after an
announcement on the proposals.

(5.31pm - 5.56pm)



