08/07 - LATEST DEVELOPMENTS: The Scrutiny Officer provided a brief presentation
concerning some of the latest developments in Overview and Scrutiny. This included
the Police and Justice Act and the White Paper - Strong and Prosperous Communities
(Local Government and Public Involvement in Health Act).

The Scrutiny Officer reported that the Police and Justice Act extended the remit of local
authorities to scrutinise the functioning of the local Crime and Disorder Reduction
Partnership (CDRP). The Act required every local authority to have a Crime and
Disorder Committee with the power to review and scrutinise the functioning of the
responsible authorities of the CDRP. It was reported that the Committee must be an
Overview and Scrutiny Committee.

The Scrutiny Officer reported that both Acts also introduced Community Calls for Action
(CCFA). As part of the CCFA for the Police and Justice Act, ward Councillors would
have a duty to respond to members of the public on any matter concerning crime and
disorder within their ward. The ward Councillor's response would need to indicate what
action he or she proposed to take to resolve the matter. It was noted that this CCFA
would only apply to District Councils in two tier authorities. The Scrutiny Officer also
detailed the CCFA in the Local Government and Public Involvement in Health Act and
emphasised the differences between the two versions.

The Board was informed that the proposals were still being developed and detailed
guidelines would be available to Councillors in due course. The proposals would be
implemented in April 2008, but authorities should be developing processes and
protocols as soon as possible.

The Board expressed concern that the process could be extremely time consuming for
Members of Overview and Scrutiny. It was noted that training would be provided for
Members.
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