
HOWARDIAN HILLS AREA OF OUTSTANDING NATURAL BEAUTY 
 

JOINT ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 
 
The Minutes of the meeting held at Brandsby Village Hall on 31 March 2011, commencing at 
10.00 am. 
 
PRESENT:- 
 
North Yorkshire County Council: County Councillor Clare Wood in the Chair. 
 
Hambleton District Council: Councillors Christine Cookman and Percy Featherstone. 
Ryedale District Council: Councillor Robert Wainwright. 
North Yorkshire County Council: County Councillor Caroline Patmore.  
Parish Councils: David Pontefract (Hambleton). 
Country Land and Business Association: Dorothy Fairburn. 
Ramblers Association: Geoff Eastwood. 
Natural England: Justine Clark and Claire Storey. 
 
Officers:   
Paul Jackson, Liz Bassindale and Maggie Cochrane – Howardian Hills AONB. 
Jane Wilkinson (Secretary) and Graham Megson – North Yorkshire County Council. 
Paula Craddock – Ryedale District Council. 
 
 

COPIES OF ALL DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED ARE IN THE MINUTE BOOK  
 
 
The Chairman congratulated Dorothy Fairburn and Christine Cookman on both being 
awarded MBEs in the New Year’s Honour List. 
 
40. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 

Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Stephen Prest (National Farmers 
Union), Vince Carter (Forestry Commission), Ian Read (Ryedale Parish Councils), 
and Graham Banks (Hambleton District Council). 
 

41. MATTERS ARISING 
 

Minute No 30 - Retaining Wall at Oulston Bank 
 
The AONB Manager confirmed that at his meeting with representatives from the 
Newburgh Priory Estate he had raised the issue of the collapsed retaining wall.  The 
Estate was he said contemplating cutting back the bank and replacing it with stone 
gabions.  He advised that in his opinion this was unlikely to receive Conservation 
Area approval from Hambleton District Council, as a similar application had in the 
past been refused.   
 
County Councillor Caroline Patmore said that the situation was now urgent as the 
wall was in danger of total collapse.  Any further periods of wet weather would result 
in more sections collapsing. 
 
The Committee concluded that whilst ultimately a matter for the Estate the need to 
continue to monitor the situation was noted. 
 
 

ITEM 2



Minute No 35 – National Association For AONB’s (NAAONB) Activity 
 
The AONB Manager reported that guidelines appertaining to the launch of the new 
branding scheme were now the subject of a three month trial period.  The Officer 
Steering Group had commented on the guidelines but final decisions had yet to be 
taken.  The AONB Manager agreed to liaise with the Chairman if any decisions were 
required before the Committee next met in November.  
 
Minute No 37 – Planning Application – Agricultural Building at the Avenue, Dalby 
 
It was reported that the re-submitted planning application had subsequently been 
withdrawn with no further resubmission lodged. 

 
42. MINUTES 
 
 RESOLVED – 
 

That the Minutes of the meeting held on 5 November 2010, having been previously 
circulated, be taken as read and be confirmed and signed by the Chairman as a 
correct record. 

 
43. FORMAT OF JAC MEETINGS AND REPORTS  
 

The AONB Manager invited Members to comment on the format and content of JAC 
meetings and agenda papers.   
 
The AONB Manager was keen to receive feedback from Members and said that the 
current economic downturn and cuts to funding had led to similar discussions on the 
format of JAC meetings taking place in other AONBs.  He suggested that future 
agenda could for example include a standard item that identified a topic for debate 
which could be linked to a site visit to enable Members to view the relevant 
landscape in situ. 
 
By way of background information on the content of agenda papers, the Committee 
was advised that the AONB Manager took approximately 30/35 hours to prepare the 
agenda papers in their current style. The Committee noted that a lot of the 
information contained in the reports needed to be recorded and monitored in any 
event. 
 
Members commented that the Committee met only twice a year.  At those meetings it 
approved both the budget and AONB Business Plan.  It was therefore important that 
Members received comprehensive information that enabled them to make informed 
decisions.  Members said they were satisfied with the meetings and reports in their 
current format and that as it was already a requirement that some of the information 
provided to them was recorded, production of the reports was not therefore overly 
onerous.  
 
At the suggestion of the Chairman, Members agreed that at the conclusion of each of 
the remaining items on the agenda they would comment on its format. 

  
44. AONB UNIT ACTIVITY  
 

CONSIDERED – 
 

The joint report of AONB Officers detailing their activities and progress achieved by 
the AONB Unit since the previous meeting in November 2010. 
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 The Committee received a power-point presentation of photographs of completed 
and on-going projects referred to in the report that included countryside management 
works, community projects, volunteer activity and Junior Ranger Club days. 

 
Members’ attention was drawn in particular to the major new school twinning project 
and the programme of twinning visits due to take place in May/June and the in-field 
and boundary tree planting schemes.  The AONB Manager reported that on 25 
February 2011 Anne McIntosh MP had visited the AONB offices.  During the visit she 
had expressed an interest in arranging a further visit to view countryside 
management works within the AONB.  Consequently the AONB Manager said there 
was a possibility of inviting her to attend the annual site visit in July. 

 
Members commented that litter everywhere was a growing problem.  The AONB 

Manager said that following a restructure at the County Council, countryside services 
and waste management were now part of the same service unit.  At a recent staff 
event the suggestion of a joint litter initiative aimed at recycling roadside waste had 
been raised.   
 
A Member said that Ryedale and Hambleton District Councils provided residents of 

towns and villages carrying out a ‘litter pick’ with bags, litter pickers and collected the 
rubbish after the event.  Members of the Committee agreed that knowledge of this 
service was not widely known and asked the district council officers who attended the 
Committee to look at improving their promotion of the service.   
 
The Chairman referred to paragraph 2.8 of the report on the work of the Community 
Development Officer at Rural Action North Yorkshire and said it would be useful if 
future reports contained an expanded narrative of her activities.  Members 
commented that over recent months there had been an increase in activities 
undertaken by Rural Action North Yorkshire which had been generally well received 
on account of their being of a more practical nature in supporting communities. 
 
A Member enquired about the planning application at Ampleforth (erection of a 5 

bedroom agricultural workers dwelling, page 29 of report) and was advised that the 
application had now been approved subject to a landscape scheme.  The Committee 
was keen to see the landscape scheme enforced and agreed to monitor the situation. 
 
Report Format 
 
Members were content with the format of the report, with the following comments:- 
 

 In appendix 1 details of officers’ annual leave are not required. 
 Details of planning applications are welcomed but the report could be 

restructured so as to avoid duplication of these details in the report on 
Development within the AONB that appears later on the agenda. 

 
 RESOLVED – 
 

That the content of the report be noted. 
 
45. AONB ACTION PROGRAMME 2010/11 
 

CONSIDERED – 
 

The report of the AONB Manager containing details of implementation of the AONB 
Management Plan during 2010/11.  Details of progress/performance against 2010/11 
targets was appended to the report.  
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The AONB Manager said analysis of performance revealed that 79% of specific 
targets had been achieved and/or exceeded.  This figure was slightly lower than the 
previous two years due to the reasons set out in paragraph 2.3 of the report.  
Additionally the school twinning project was a major piece of work with only one 
target attached to it. 
 
The Chairman congratulated the AONB team on their achievements during 2010/11. 
 
A Member said that it had come to his attention that development control advice 
available from district councils on renewable energies was scarce.  He said that he 
would welcome a discussion on this topic at a future meeting to enable the AONB to 
agree a policy for responding to planning applications of this type.  The AONB 
Manager said that he had noticed a growing number of solar panels within the AONB 
and agreed that this was an area that would benefit from further research.  The 
Planning Officer from Ryedale District Council was aware of a recent government 
consultation on this subject and that some development was classed as permitted.  
She said she would be happy to provide a report to the next meeting.  Members of 
the Committee agreed to her suggestion. 
 

The Chairman said she would welcome further information on new renewable energy 
technologies especially wind farms and requested that an expert in this field be 
invited to the next meeting.  It was further suggested that an invitation to attend the 
presentation be extended to local landowners.  The AONB Manager agreed to 
discuss the arrangements with the Chairman outside of the meeting. 
 

Graham Megson referred to a meeting of Nidderdale AONB at which Susan Briggs 
had given a presentation on encouraging rural businesses.  He said that the 
presentation had been very interesting and contained practical advice on how to 
expand the visitor experience such as charging visitors to watch everyday farming 
practices such as lambing.  He believed the Committee would benefit from receiving 
a similar presentation.  Members of the Committee were keen to pursue his 
suggestion and the AONB Manager agreed to look into it further. 
 
Report Format 
 
Members were content with the format of the report, with the following comments:- 
 

 Inclusion of an additional explanatory paragraph on the projects the AONB 
team would have liked to have tackled and the reasons for not doing so. 

 
 RESOLVED – 
 

(a)  That the progress made to date in implementing the Management Plan be 
noted. 

 
(b)  That the achievements against Targets for 2010/11 be noted. 
 
(c) That a report on development control appertaining to renewable energy 

technologies be referred to the next meeting. 
  
46. AONB BUSINESS PLAN AND ACTION PROGRAMME 2011/12  
 

CONSIDERED – 
 

The report of AONB Manager inviting the Committee to approve a programme of 
proposed activity designed to implement the AONB Management Plan during 
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2011/12.  The Action Programme and Targets for 2011/12, together with a timetable 
for completion of the tasks were appended to the report. 
 
District Councillor Robert Wainwright sought clarification of what was happening to 
the fingerpost sign in Hovingham that had been broken by a passing vehicle.  The 
AONB Manager said that the sign had been removed by the County Council and that 
he would find out if it could be replaced or needed to be recast. 
 
The Chairman commented that she was pleased to see the inclusion of the 
restoration of traditional direction signs and asked if volunteers would assist with 
either the record keeping or restoration.  The AONB Manager replied that restoration 
involved liaison with staff from area highways and that it was not appropriate for this 
work to be done by volunteers.  In order to create a log of the mile posts it was 
necessary to first agree a methodology.  The AONB Manager proposed to use the 
National Street Gazetteer to achieve this as the information would then become 
widely available. 
 
Dorothy Fairburn stressed the importance of the work on developing the fixed-point 
photography monitoring project and hoped it would be given priority and asked if it 
was intended to utilise volunteers.  The Committee was advised that during the first 
year AONB staff would compile a list of locations and a set of baseline photographs.   
Work identifying potential sites was already underway.  In subsequent years much of 
the work would be conducted by volunteers and/or a local camera club.    
 
Members expressed support for the activities described in the report and for the 
recommendations attached to the report. 

 
 RESOLVED – 
 

(a) That the Targets for 2011/12, as contained in the Action Programme be 
approved. 

 
(b) That the continuation of the administrative arrangements with the North York 

Moors National Park Authority for the Sustainable Development Fund scheme 
be approved and noted. 

 
(c) That the contribution towards the Native Woodland Development Officer post 

be continued and noted. 
 
47. DEFRA/LOCAL AUTHORITY AGREEMENT  
 

The AONB Manager gave an oral report. 
 
The Committee was advised that the signing of a new Memorandum of 
Understanding between DEFRA, the County Council and Hambleton and Rydale 
District Councils was getting underway.  The new agreement was very similar to the 
document signed the previous June with Natural England.  The new draft 
Memorandum had still to be approved by legal services within the constituent local 
authorities before being signed and it was hoped that this would be completed in due 
course. 
 
The Committee noted that it had still to be determined whether a representative of 
DEFRA would be appointed as a new member of the Committee or whether 
representatives of Natural England would continue to attend. 

 
 RESOLVED – 
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 That the information provided at the meeting be noted. 



 
48. NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR AONBS - ACTIVITY 
 

The Vice Chairman, Christine  Cookman presented a briefing note she had produced 
following her attendance at the January meeting of northern area chairmen and lead 
officers of AONBs.  A copy of the briefing paper tabled at the meeting was placed in 
the Minute Book. 

 
The AONB Manager reported that the Secretary of State was due to visit the AONB 
on 19 May 2011 and that Members of the Committee were welcome to attend.  The 
itinerary for the visit had still to be agreed and once finalised would be made 
available to Members.  With regard to the development of closer links with National 
Parks and the review of governance arrangements within National Parks Members 
noted that the Minister liked the AONB model as it represented very good value for 
money and was an effective means of delivering the ‘big society’.  
 
A Member asked if the withdrawal by Lincolnshire County Council of payment of 
their annual membership subscription fee would lead to higher fees for remaining 
members.  The AONB Manager said the issue was that the County Council did not 
wish to pay twice as the membership fee was paid both by the County Council and 
the AONB.  North Yorkshire County Council had adopted the same stance and no 
longer paid an annual subscription fee.  Because of the drop in income, subscription 
fees were likely to rise as otherwise it would not be possible to deliver the work 
identified in the NAAONB Business Plan.  The financial position of the NAAONB was 
unsustainable, as for the past 3/4years the previous Chief Executive had carried out 
a significant amount of work for which he had not been paid.  The new Business 
Plan was currently out to consultation and contained a proposal to increase 
subscriptions.  The AONB Manager said that he would provide Members with a web-
site link so that they could view the draft Business Plan and that he would liaise with 
the Chairman regarding the Committee’s response.  Members noted that the draft 
Business Plan was due to be approved at the AGM of the NAAONB in October 
2011. 
 
The AONB Manager said that it was the responsibility of all AONBs to scrutinise the 
efficiency of the NAAONB.  For this reason it was important to submit a formal 
response to the consultation on the draft Business Plan. 

 
 RESOLVED – 
 
 That the information provided at the meeting be noted. 
 
49. DEVELOPMENT WITHIN THE AONB 
 

CONSIDERED – 
 

The annual report of the AONB Manager on the number and type of planning 
applications determined within the AONB during 2010.  A summary of the planning 
applications determined during 2010 was appended to the report.  Also appended to 
the report were copies of responses submitted by the AONB Manager to Hambleton 
and Ryedale District Councils in respect of planning applications received within the 
area of the AONB since the previous meeting. 
 
The AONB Manager advised that results of applications already determined were 
available upon request. 
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Claire Storey of Natural England drew Members attention to the cluster effect of 
applications for 18/25m wind turbines and said that perhaps this was something the 
AONB should be aware of when responding to individual applications.  She also said 



that as a lot of the comments made by the AONB Manager related to the colour of 
materials if the relevant part of AONB policy was incorporated into the standard 
conditions issued by Hambleton and Ryedale District Councils it would save officer 
time and be much more efficient.  The Chairman supported her suggestion and the 
AONB Manager agreed to complete the basic design guidance for new farm buildings 
that he had started work on which could then be referred to the district councils. 
 
Members endorsed the responses made by the AONB Manager in respect of the 
eleven applications appended to the agenda. 

 
 RESOLVED – 
 
 That the responses and information in the report be noted. 
 
50. ORAL REPORTS FROM PARTNER ORGANISATIONS 
 
 Ramblers Association 
 

The local programme of walks for 2011 included ten that started from parishes within 
the AONB.  Geoff Eastwood agreed to liaise with the AONB Manager about 
providing the event organisers with practical advice about parking etc so as to 
minimise any disruption.  

 
 Hambleton District Council 
 

Councillor Percy Featherstone announced this was his last meeting as he had 
decided not to stand for re-election in May.  During his eighteen years as a member of 
the Committee the AONB had he said, gone from strength to strength.  The Chairman 
thanked Councillor Featherstone for his outstanding contribution and wished him a 
long and happy retirement.  
 
It was reported that Rural Housing Enabler funding had now been secured for 12 
months and that the LDF Allocations document was subject to legal challenge which 
was unlikely to be decided until the summer.  Cuts to the Council’s tourism service 
meant the closure of Thirsk Tourist Information Centre and its transfer to the about to-
be converted public conveniences in the Market Place.  

 
 Ryedale District Council 
 

Following consultation a new Core Strategy document was being prepared which 
would be released for consultation at the end of the summer.  It was anticipated that 
the document would refer to national guidance as opposed to identifying specific 
sites for release. 

 
 North Yorkshire County Council 

 
Following a restructure within the Business & Environmental Services Directorate 
waste management and countryside services were now part of the same service unit 
managed by Ian Fielding. 

 
Country Land and Business Association 
 
The Campaign for the Farmed Environment was continuing.  Reform of the Common 
Agricultural Policy was likely to be major area of work area due to the negative 
impact on funding.  Announcements about LEPs and the transfer of RDPE funding to 
DEFRA could lead to delivery problems in North Yorkshire. 
 
 

2011-03-31 - Howardian Hills AONB Minutes/7 



2011-03-31 - Howardian Hills AONB Minutes/8 

Natural England 
 
Following a restructure the area now covered by the Yorkshire North Team had been 
extended to include Leyburn and Easingwold.  No major staff changes resulted from 
the restructure. 
 
The Committee noted that the permissive access element of Higher Level 
Stewardship agreements had been removed, however educational access had now 
been reinstated.  Members commented that the loss of permissive access was 
regrettable given the level of public demand and the benefits it produced when 
compared to the small cost involved.  The AONB Manager said that as the issue 
affected all AONBs he would seek guidance from the NAAONB on lobbying. 
 
Within the area of the AONB, four applications for Higher Level Countryside 
Stewardship had been scoped but only one had been selected to progress.  The 
remaining three applications would be resubmitted next year.  Five Countryside 
Stewardship Agreements within the AONB were also due to expire in 2012 all of 
which would be scoped during 2011. 
 
No problems were anticipated with the signing of a new Agreement between DEFRA 
Natural England and the AONBs nationally.  It was hoped that the new 
Memorandum would specify the level of partnership between the parties. 
 
Claire Storey said this was her last meeting as she was about to take up a new post 
with responsibility for land use (planning).  She did not yet know the identity of her 
replacement and agreed to provide the AONB Manager with contact details once 
she was notified. 
 
The Chairman wished her best luck in her new role and thanked her for her 
contribution whilst a member of the Committee. 
 
Forrestry Commission 
 
It was reported that William Worsley had been appointed a member of the Advisory 
Panel on Forestry Policy with responsibility for advising on the future of the public 
forest estate.  The public forest estate disposal programme was currently on hold but 
the £40m anticipated income from disposals remained in the budget. 
 
The staff consultation on the structure of the Forestry Commission was due to close 
the following day and the Chairman was reported as saying that it would be a 
smaller organisation with fewer staff and fewer offices.  The office at Wheldrake was 
due to close in the next couple of months and affected staff would relocate to Foss 
House in York.  The closure was independent of the staff consultation. 
 
The Big Tree Plant Programme was about to be launched.  The programme was 
aimed at community woodland planting and provided funding of £1m per annum for 
the next four years.  

 
51. DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS  
 

RESOLVED –  
  

(i) That the date of the annual site visit is 29 July 2011. 
 

(ii) That the date and time of the next meeting of the Committee is 10.00 am on 
3 November 2011 at a venue to be confirmed. 

 
The meeting concluded at 12.45 pm.   JW/ALJ 



 
HOWARDIAN HILLS 

AREA OF OUTSTANDING NATURAL BEAUTY 
JOINT ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

3 NOVEMBER 2011 
 

 
AONB UNIT ACTIVITY 

 
 
1.0 PURPOSE OF REPORT 
 
1.1 To receive details of the work areas and progress achieved by the AONB Unit 

since the JAC meeting in April 2011. 
 
 
2.0 SUMMARY OF PROGRESS ACHIEVED 
 
2.1 Appendix 1 gives separate details of the meetings and site visits that have been 

carried out by the AONB Manager, AONB Officer and AONB Assistant in the 
period April 2011 to October 2011. 

 
2.2 The final budget outturn for 2010/11 is detailed in a separate report on the 

Agenda. The final grant settlement has been received from Natural England. 
 
2.3 A recruitment exercise was run to appoint Maternity Cover for Liz Bassindale, 

to cover the period between mid-October 2011 and August 2012. Francesca 
Pert was appointed and will take up her duties on 14th November. (Footnote: 
Liz gave birth to Lauren Elizabeth, 8lb 2oz, on Thursday 19th October). 

 
2.4 Work on countryside management has been proceeding well. Our regular 

annual habitat management work on specific sites has been completed, 
together with a third year of Himalayan balsam control on Wath Beck. A bat 
survey/habitat modelling project in the CAN DO area is on-going, whilst a 
second small phase of work was completed at the limekilns near Gilling. Full 
details of the grants offered and projects initiated are contained in Appendix 2. 

 
2.5 The Sustainable Development Fund has been half allocated, with a range of 

good but smaller projects being supported this year. Full details of the grants 
offered are contained in Appendix 2. 

 
2.6 A higher-than-average number of planning applications have been scrutinised, 

although many of these were for small-scale development and only minor 
comments were submitted. Several farm building applications have been 
scrutinised, with a revised location suggested for one of these and comments 
made on the colour of material finishes. The most significant development was 
the erection of seven piggery buildings 500m outside the AONB boundary but 
in an overlooked position near Crayke. Appendix 3 gives details of the 
Consultations that the JAC has received to date. 

 
2.7 The Rural:Urban schools project, twinning AONB schools with ones in York 

and Hull and funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund and LEADER, has finished 
its first full year of activities. Sixteen twinning visits have been completed; a 
teachers’ workshop to review progress and make plans for next year was held 
in September; and the first two twinning visits of the next ‘round’ have also 
been held. 

ITEM 3



2.8 Three Junior Ranger Club sessions have been held in conjunction with the 
Castle Howard Arboretum, in the April, June and October half-terms. A 
further day is planned for the Christmas week. Details of the attendance at the 
Junior Ranger Club events already held are shown in Appendix 4. 

 
2.9 The RAY Community Projects Officer has continued to work with a number 

of local communities to both prepare and implement Parish Plans. Two ‘Good 
Life’ events, at Slingsby and Husthwaite, have proved to be particularly 
successful. A full list of the work carried out by the RAY officer in the AONB 
is attached as part of Appendix 1. 

 
2.10 The CAN DO Partnership’s Lime & Ice Project has continued with one of it’s 

key component initiatives – the community archaeological investigation work 
on Yearsley Moor. The volunteers have been working on locations, content 
and style of interpretation material. 

 
2.11 The AONB and the work of the JAC has received publicity in a variety of 

publications. The AONB website continues to be refined and kept up-to-date. 
 
2.12 The latest edition of the AONB Newsletter was prepared in September and 

distributed in the week commencing 17th October. The JAC’s Annual Report 
was produced in August and circulated in September to the wide range of 
organisations who work with the JAC to deliver our shared objectives. Good 
local publicity was also achieved for our Good Life event in Slingsby and the 
Rural Ryedale Awards, which we helped to arrange and judge. 

 
2.13 Following the move to Defra sponsorship in April, the NAAONB and AONB 

Family have received an unprecedented level of attention from high-ranking 
people. Prince Charles recorded a welcome message for the NAAONB 
Conference in Cornwall, in which the Howardian Hills AONB got a direct 
mention (see http://www.landscapesforlifeconference.org.uk/2011/07/a-message-
from-his-royal-highness-the-prince-of-wales/). Richard Benyon, Defra 
Parliamentary Under-Secretary, recorded presentations for both the NAAONB 
Conference (see http://www.landscapesforlifeconference.org.uk/2011/07/richard-
benyon-mp-defra-message-to-the-naaonb-conference/) and the NAAONB AGM 
(see http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7MCSeGswqCc). He has also visited 
numerous AONBs and referred to the work of AONB partnerships at events 
such as the Game Fair. The Secretary of State Caroline Spelman visited the 
Howardian Hills in May and saw some of the initiatives we are involved in for 
managing the AONB landscape and biodiversity. This was particularly 
relevant as the National Ecosystems Assessment and Natural Environment 
White Paper were launched three weeks after the visit. 

 
2.14 The analysis of the grant recipients questionnaire returns for the year 2010/11 

is included as Appendix 5. This shows that our service is still considered to be 
consistently high, apart from in the ‘Response and Availability of Staff’ 
category. The lower score here reflects the continued high workload of the 
AONB staff unit and the inevitable knock-on effect of that on the timeliness of 
paperwork associated with grants. 

 
 
3.0 RECOMMENDATION 
 
 It is recommended that the report be noted. 

http://www.landscapesforlifeconference.org.uk/2011/07/a-message-from-his-royal-highness-the-prince-of-wales/
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APPENDIX 1 

AONB MANAGER'S REPORT 
 

24TH MARCH 2011 – 26TH OCTOBER 2011 
 
 
Work during this period has principally consisted of: 
 

 Keeping abreast of developments in the AONB funding and sponsorship situation. 
 Completing Financial Year-end tasks – List Creditors/Debtors, etc. 
 NAAONB work – Conference 2011, Board meeting Isles of Scilly, Game Fair. 
 Progressing projects for 11/12 implementation. 
 Organising and hosting the Caroline Spelman visit. 
 Submission of end-of-year grant claim. 
 Keeping abreast of developments in the formation of Local Nature Partnerships and Nature 

Improvement Areas. 
 Planning application assessments. 
 Recruitment of Maternity Cover for the AONB Officer post. 
 

 
 
 MEETINGS 

 
 29th March – Gilling Castle RPG study 

consultants. 
 31st March – JAC meeting, Brandsby. 
 12th May – Annual Action Programme team 

meeting. 
 13th May – NET meeting, County Hall. 
 5th May – Ryedale DC Building 

Conservation Officer, Malton. 
 23rd May – YEPT pony grazing schedule, 

Sutton Bank. 
 27th May – Ranger Team 3 Local Liaison 

Group, Helmsley. 
 7th June – JAC Chairman re various matters. 
 13th June – NET meeting. 
 16th June – Core Funders Group. 
 12th July – YMAP meeting, Sutton Bank. 
 15th July – NE update meeting, York. 
 27th July – Discover Yorkshire & Castle 

Howard; future promotional possibilities. 
 29th July – JAC site visit. 
 10th August – Annual Action Programme 

team meeting. 
 11th August – CAN DO Executive Group 

meeting, Helmsley. 
 16th August – Schools Twinning project – 

planning Teachers’ Workshop. 
 18th August – felling/replanting, high ropes 

course, RPG study – Ampleforth Abbey. 
 31st August – Jeff Evans, NYCC Waste 

Partnership, re partnership working. 
 1st September – Southern Green, telemeeting 

for final draft of Gilling Castle RPG study. 
 2nd September – Southern Green, telemeeting 

for final draft of Gilling Castle RPG study. 
 7th September – Rick Walker & Graham 

Megson – MoU/ways of working. 
 

 
 7th September – DPCR5 (electricity cable 

undergrounding), Northallerton. 
 7th September – Liz, projects handover 

meeting. 
 12th September – NET meeting. 
 27th September – Rural Archaeologists’ 

Group meeting, Skidby. 
 28th September – Countryside Services re-

structure meeting, County Hall. 
 10th October – SDF Steering Group. 
 20th October – Invasive Species project 

meeting, Malton. 
 21st October – Jeff Evans, NYCC Waste 

Partnership, re partnership working. 
 
Monthly project update meetings with Liz and 
Mark Antcliff. 
Monthly AONB Team meetings. 
 
 

 
 NAAONB 

 
 14th April – Council for National Parks 

event, York 
 19th April – Conf11 Steering Group, 

Cornwall. 
 20/21st April – NAAONB Board meeting, 

Isles of Scilly. 
 19th May – Caroline Spelman visit to 

Howardian Hills AONB. 
 9th June – Conf12 teleconference. 
 29th June – Conf12 Steering Group, York. 
 4th – 7th July – National NAAONB 

Conference, Cornwall. 
 14th July – NAAONB Board, Birmingham. 
 21st – 24th July – CLA Game Fair, 

Oxfordshire. 
 25th July – National Training Steering Group 

skype. 



 20th September – Conf12 Steering Group, 
York. 

 13th October – NAAONB Board, London. 
 14th October – NAAONB AGM, London. 
 17th October – GWCT Liaison meeting, 

Leicestershire. 
 
 

 
 FUTURE MEETINGS 

 
 2nd November – NYBAG meeting, York. 
 3rd November – JAC meeting, Hovingham. 
 16th November – Ranger Team 3 Local 

Liaison Group, Helmsley. 
 23rd November – Annual Action programme 

team meeting. 
 24th November – SDF Panel, Helmsley. 
 8th December – Core Partners Group. 
 22nd February – Annual Action programme 

team meeting. 
 14th March – DPCR5 (electricity cable 

undergrounding), Northallerton. 
 15th March – LEADER Support Group, 

Helmsley. 
 20th March – NYMNP/HHAONB Highways 

Liaison Group meeting, Helmsley. 
 5th April – JAC? 
 
Monthly project update meetings with 
Liz/Francesca and Mark Antcliff. 
Monthly AONB Team meetings. 
Quarterly – work programme meeting with team. 
 
 

 
 FUTURE NAAONB 

 
 9-10th November – Northern AONBs Group 

meeting, North Pennines. 
 9th November – Conf12 Steering Group, 

North Pennines AONB. 
 
 

 
 SITE VISITS 

 
 24th March – Planning application site visits 

– Crayke, Husthwaite, Oulston, Dalby. 
 1st April – Planning application site visit, 

Coulton. 
 5th April – Planning application pre-visit, 

Welburn. 
 27th April – Check condition of round 

barrows, Fryton Moor. 
 4th May – Condition surveying of round 

barrows, Yearsley; scoping potential hedge 
planting projects, Husthwaite. 

 6th May – Trial spraying of Himalayan 
balsam, Nunnington. 

 6th May – Planning application advice, 
Yearsley. 

 9th June – Planning application site visit, 
Crayke; locate rare plant species prior to FC 
felling operations, Oulston. 

 15th June – Planning application site visit – 
Amotherby. 

 11th July – Planning application site visit – 
Hovingham. 

 27th July – knapweed broomrape survey, 
Broughton Lane SINC. 

 2nd August – FEP surveying, Dalby. 
 4th August – Bell Bottom Wood car park; 

knapweed broomrape surveys – Amotherby 
Lane SINC, Swinton Lane. 

 8th August – Hildenley – meet contractor to 
agree scrub regrowth spraying. 

 9th August – Planning application site visits – 
Ampleforth, Crayke; hedge condition, 
Stearsby; proposal for stile, Stonegrave. 

 10th August – knapweed broomrape survey, 
Broughton Lane SINC. 

 16th August – kerbing project at long barrow, 
Grimston. 

 21st August – Car park monitoring, western 
half of AONB. 

 2nd September – NYCC, traditional direction 
signs in Hambleton area. 

 30th September – choose oak branches for 
25th Anniversary benches, Brandrith Wood, 
Castle Howard. 

 
 

 
 FUTURE SITE VISITS 

 
 27th October – Discuss possible repairs 

schedule for the Mausoleum, Castle Howard. 
 
 

 
 PROJECTS 

 
 Conference 2011 organisation. 
 Defra Secretary of State visit – 19th May. 
 Submission of final grant claim – 31st May. 
 26th August – Short-listing for AONB 

Officer Maternity Cover post. 
 6th September – Interviews for AONB 

Officer Maternity Cover. 
 Paperwork associated with recruitment and 

selection process for AONB Officer 
Maternity Cover. 

 Preparation of October JAC papers. 
 
 SEE SEPARATE TABLE FOR LIST OF 

PROJECTS GRANT AIDED 
 
 

 
 FUTURE PROJECTS 

 
 Induction of Francesca Pert as AONB 

Officer Maternity Cover. 



 Digitisation of JAC-funded work since 1997. 
 
 

 
 CONSULTATIONS 

 
 SEE SEPARATE TABLE FOR FULL 

DETAILS OF CONSULTATIONS 
RECEIVED. 

 
 

 
 COMMUNITIES 

 
 6th April – The Good Life event, Slingsby. 
 21st October – Rural Ryedale Awards 

ceremony, Terrington. 
 
 

 
PROMOTION/PUBLICITY/ 

INTERPRETATION 

 
 Preparation, publication & distribution of 

2010/11 Annual Report. 
 26th July – Ryedale Show. 
 Preparation of AONB News 2011. 
 11th October – assist filming for BBC Escape 

to the Country, Terrington & Kirkham. 
 Distribution of AONB News 2011. 
 
 

 
FUTURE PROMOTION/PUBLICITY/ 

INTERPRETATION 

 
 

 
 TRAINING 

 
 26th May – Recruitment & Selection training, 

Bedale. 
 
 

 
FUTURE TRAINING 

 
 1st December – NAAONB training event – 

future AONB funding sources, Birmingham. 
 
 

 
 MISCELLANEOUS 

 
 10th May – Appraisal, County Hall. 
 24th May – AONB Team Appraisals. 
 14th September – Liz Bassindale Appraisal 

Review. 
 28-30 December – mandatory Christmas 

shut-down. 
 20-31st January – Annual Leave. 
 
 

FUTURE MISCELLANEOUS 

 
 1st November – Maggie Cochrane Appraisal 

Review. 
 3rd November – Appraisal Review. 
 



 
 AONB OFFICER'S REPORT 

29TH MARCH TO 26 TH OCTOBER 2011 
 

Some of my main duties over the past 6 months have been: 
 

 Rural:Urban School Twinning Project: Regular update e-mails and meetings with the Project Officer and 
his line manager to ensure that the project stays on track. Organised the volunteer rota. Attended some 
twinning sessions and obtained feedback on others from the Project Officer and volunteers. Submitted an 
interim grant claim to LEADER.  Delivered the second teachers’ workshop, reviewing progess and planning 
for second phase of project. 

 Projects Fund: Agreed funding to repair fallen sections of Stonegrave Minster boundary wall, repairs 
completed in July. Advice given about management of vegetation along southern edge of Welburn 
Churchyard. Conservation cutting at Amotherby, Appleton le Street and Huttons Ambo churches done in 
August/September 2011. Himalayan balsam strimming along Wath Beck completed.  Grant offered for stone 
wall repairs at Scackleton. 

 Recreation and Access – Three off-road cycle route leaflets progressing. Circular walk leaflets for Terrington 
completed and delivered to the village shop.  

 Exmoor Pony Grazing –Discussions with YEPT about organisation of grazing this year. Grazing schedule 
agreed with YEPT. Strimming of bramble at Littledale SINC and fence repairs at Terrington Moor completed.  

 SDF 2011/12: Grants offered to The Arboretum Trust, Kew at Castle Howard for resources to use in their 
outdoor classroom, Scackleton Village Action Group for restoration of the traditional phone box and turning it 
into a children’s book exchange, and Hovingham Wildlife Group for purchase of bee hives and bee-friendly 
planting around the village. Applications developed with Barton le Street Village Hall, Barton le Willows 
Village Hall, Sustrans and Yorkshire Energy Partnership. 

 ELS and HLS – FEP for Cliff House, Dalby underway.  Surveys completed and written up. Meeting with 
Natural England Advisor for feedback on last year’s FEPs and update on changes to HLS process.  

 Volunteers: Volunteer tasks completed managing rhododendron at Yearsley Moor and western hemlock at 
Grimston Moor. Volunteer task at Dalby Bush Fen SSSI – managing scrub and trees in tussock sedge area. 
Volunteers helping to deliver the school twinning project and Junior Ranger Club.  Volunteers assisted  with 
Ryedale Show. Volunteers are also surveying Himalayan balsam, Special Interest Verges and Rights of Way 
condition.  

 Events: Ryedale Show attended and the trees quiz was very successful. Promotional stands at Terrington 
Feast and Hovingham Village Market. Bat walk/nocturnal nature event on August bank holiday weekend  at 
The Arboretum. 

 Junior Ranger Club: Easter Junior Ranger Club delivered at The Arboretum, Kew at Castle Howard and 
June half-term session delivered at Welburn Village Hall. Dates set for Junior Ranger Club in October and 
December. Activities planned for 24th October session. 

 RAY in the AONB: Regular up-date meetings re parish plans and on-going projects. Crayke Community Arts 
Project, a community drop-in event at Ampleforth, “The Good Life 2011” at Slingsby and The Good Life 
‘Hambleton’ in Husthwaite all delivered.  Funding secured for Amotherby Community Arts Project. Village 
Hall ‘Funding and Legal Issues’ session very successful (35 people).  

 Fixed point photography: Continued scoping sites in the central and western parts of the AONB.   
 Publicity – Article for NYCC Countryside Volunteers Newsletter. Articles in the Gazette and Herald about 

The Good Life 2011, Easter Junior Ranger Club, Schools Twinning Project and Rural Ryedale Awards.  
Planned and edited AONB Newsletter. 

   
 MEETINGS 

 
 March 31st – Brandsby – JAC 
 April 5th – Brompton by Sawdon – LEADER 

LAG 
 April 12th – Helmsley – SDF Steering Group 
 April 12th – Hovingham – Natural England 

Advisor – HLS processes 
 April 18th – Appleton le Street – AONB 

Partnership Group 
 April 19th – Hovingham – Twinning visits 

project update/planning 
 May 4th – Helmsley - Development Officers 
 May 5th – Hovingham – Himalayan Balsam 

catchment area project discussion 
 May 10th – Helmsley – Grassland Forum 
 May 12th – Hovingham – Annual Action 

Programme 
 May 20th – Northallerton – Road verges 

NYBAG sub-group 
 May 26th – York – NYBAG 
 May 31st – Hull – YWT – Twinning Project 

update 
 June 2nd – Helmsley – SDF Steering Group 
 June 16th – Hovingham – Core Partners Group 
 June 27th – Helmsley – Development Officers 
 July 13th – Helmsley – SDF Steering Group 
 May 23rd – Sutton Bank – YEPT – Pony 

Grazing 2011 



 July 14th – Foss House – Helen Phillips briefing 
 July 18th – Hull – Twinning update meeting 
 July 19th – Barton le Street – meeting to develop 

village hall grant application.  
 July 21st – Helmsley – LEADER LAG support 

group 
 July 21st – Hovingham – River Rye invasive 

species  
 Aug 1st – Northallerton - Natural Environment 

Team  
 Aug 4th – Hovingham – Projects update meeting 
 Aug10th – Hovingham – work programme 

meeting 
 Aug 11th – Helmsley - SDF Steering Group 
 Aug 15th – Hovingham - Development Officers 
 Aug 16th – Hovingham – Schools twinning 

update 
 Aug 26th – Hovingham – Maternity cover short-

listing 
 Sept 2nd – Northallerton – Hambleton BAP 
 Sept 5th – Hovingham – River Rye invasive 

species  
 Sept 7th – Helmsley – SDF Steering Group 
 Sept 7th – Hovingham – handover info to Paul 

and Maggie 
 Sept 9th – Dalby – FEP and HLS application 

with owner and Natural England 
 Sept 12th – Hovingham – Natural Environment 

Team 
 Sept 12th – Malton – Rural Ryedale Awards 

judging 
 Monthly - Howardian Hills AONB Unit meeting 
 

 
 FUTURE MEETINGS 

 
 Monthly – SDF Steering Group Meetings 
 Approx every 6 weeks – Project updates with 

Paul and Mark Antcliff 
 Approx every 6 weeks – Natural Environment 

Team Meetings 
 Quarterly – work programme meeting with Paul 

and Maggie 
 Bi-monthly – SDF Panel Meetings 
 

 
 SITE VISITS 

 
 April 7th – Gilling East – pond creation 
 April 14th – Dalby – Pre-FEP meeting and 

visit 
 April 15th – Castle Howard woodlands – 

photos for Forester’s Partnership Group talk 
 April 20th – Terrington Moor SINC – fence 

repairs/replacement – contractor and owner 
 May 6th – Welburn – Church boundary 

habitats and walls assessment 
 
 May 19th – Yearsley Moor/Gilling Woods 

with FC – planning vols tasks for 

autumn/winter 2011/12 
 May 26th – Ampleforth – Millennium Green 

with Parish Clerk 
 June 22nd – Cawton – stone wall repairs – site 

meeting with contractor 
 July 15th – Dalby – meeting with landowner, 

then FEP. 
 June 21st – Hovingham – Bees project 

discussion and visit to hives. 
 July 25th – High Baxton Howe – hedge 

planting grant site meeting with landowner  
 July 29th – JAC site visit 
 July 27th & Aug 3rd – Cawton and Stonegrave 

walling project checks 
 Several days FEP survey near Dalby 
 Fixed point photography – several sessions of 

taking scoping photos 
 

 
 
 
 PROJECTS 

FUTURE SITE VISITS 

 
 April 7th – Terrington – Wall repairs 
 April 14th – Dalby Bush Fen SSSI – vols task 
 April 21st – Stonegrave – Church wall repairs 
 May 8th – Volunteer task – Grimston Moor 

SINC 
 May 23rd – Northallerton – Planning volunteers 

road verge survey locations and method 
 June 30th – Littledale SINC – cutting and 

raking of bramble. 
 SDF Projects – advice during delivery and 

checking completed projects. Direct involvement 
with the majority in the form of advice on 
delivery/minor changes to conditions. 

 Schools grounds projects –  
 pondliner for Welburn School - fitted as part 

of parent workday sorting out wildlife area 
and carrying out other tasks in the grounds. 

 wildflower plants to support the Year 6 
pupils at Ampleforth St Hilda’s with the 
creation of a wildflower bed for insects.  

 
SEE SEPARATE TABLE FOR FULL 
DETAILS OF PLANNED/DELIVERED 
PROJECTS. 
 

 
 FUTURE PROJECTS 

 
 Continuation of involvement with development 

of the River Rye non-native species initiative. 
 
 
 

 
 RECREATION/ACCESS  

 
 March 29th – Hovingham – PRoW Condition 



survey data entry with volunteer 
 April 13th – Hovingham – Sustrans re. Wolds 

Route and Easingwold Loop 
 May 16th – Ryedale House – Raising cycling in 

Ryedale 
 July 17th – Jeffrey Bog SINC – boardwalk 

building with volunteers 
 Four new walk leaflets completed in-house on 

Publisher for downloading from our website. 
Copies delivered to village shop and pub.  

 Three off-road cycle leaflets ongoing.  
 
 
 
 
 Complete the three off-road cycle leaflets. 
 
 
  
 
 March 29th – Ampleforth – Community drop-in 

event 
 April 6th – Slingsby “The Good Life 2011” – 

sustainable gardening for the 21st century 
  Slingsby Allotments Group completed SDF 

funded project. 
 Crayke Community Arts project completed. A 

series of mosaic floor tiles installed around the 
village depicting local images/features. 

 July 28th – Kendal – planning for low 
carbon living 

 Sept 12th – Malton – Rural Ryedale Awards 
judging. 

 Yearsley Moor Lime and Ice Volunteers 
 

 
 FUTURE COMMUNITY WORK  

 
 Nov 18th – Ryedale House – Funding Fair 

video link and local small grants promotion  
 Amotherby Community Arts Project 
 Build on links with schools, parishes and 

community groups.  
 Continue to build links with existing volunteer 

schemes in the locality and to develop joint 
tasks 

 

PROMOTION/PUBLICITY/ 
INTERPRETATION 

 
 April 4th – Malton – Malton and Norton 

Gardening Club evening talk 
 April 11th – Castle Howard Arboretum – Junior 

Ranger Club 
 April 20th – Northallerton – Ryedale Show 

planning with NYCC 
 June 1st – Welburn – Junior Ranger Club 
 June 19th – Terrington – Terrington Feast 
 August 6th – Hovingham – market stall  
 Aug 18th – The Arboretum – JRC planning for 

Oct and Dec 
 Articles in the Gazette and Herald about The 

Good Life 2011, Junior Ranger Club, Schools 
Twinning Project and Ryedale Rural Awards 

 Preparation and editing of AONB Newsletter 
 Ongoing contribution to AONB website 
 Content supplied for NYCC Volunteer 

Newsletter. 
 

 
  FUTURE PUBLICITY/INTERPRETATION 

 
 
 EDUCATIONAL/RAISING AWARENESS FUTURE RECREATION/ACCESS 

 
Twinning visits attended: 
 May 17th – Hall Road (Hull) to Amotherby 
 May 18th – Ings (Hull) to Sheriff Hutton COMMUNITY WORK 
 May 24th – Wansbeck (Hull) to Ampleforth St 

Benedict’s 
 May 25th – Neasden (Hull) to Hovingham and 

Ampleforth St Hilda’s 
 June 20th - Longhill to Welburn 
 June 22nd – Hovingham and St Hilda’s to 

Neasden 
 June 28th – Welburn to Longhill 
 
Twinning visits not attended: 
 May 26th – Park Grove (York) to Slingsby  
 June 9th – Slingsby to Park Grove 
 June 16th - Sheriff Hutton to Ings 
 June 21st – St Benedict’s to Wansbeck 
 June 24th – Cavendish to Husthwaite 
 July 1st – Tang Hall to Crayke 
 July 8th – Crayke to Tang Hall 
 
 April 6th – Slingsby – The Good Life 2011 
 July 9th – Husthwaite – The Good Life 2011  
 July 25th – Collecting hedge samples for 

Ryedale Show quiz 
 July 26th – Ryedale Show 
 August 27th – The Arboretum, Kew at 

Castle Howard – Bat walk / nocturnal 
nature evening 

 Sept 13th – Hovingham – School Twinning 
Workshop 

 
 
 

FUTURE EDUCATION/AWARENESS 

 Continue to develop projects with local schools 
through working with them both in their school 
grounds and on field-trips 

 Developing the skills of the Volunteers on a 
variety of tasks including ongoing PRoW 
Condition Assessment Training, Community 
Events and Habitat Management 

 
 
 
 

TRAINING



 
 June 23rd and 24th – First Aid at Work – re-

qualification 
 
 
 FUTURE TRAINING  
 
 

 
 

MISCELLANEOUS 

 June 3rd to 13th – Holiday 
 July 4th to 8th – NAAONB Conference - 

Cornwall 
 Aug 22nd to 25th – Annual leave 
 Sept 6th – Hovingham – Maternity cover 

interviews 
 Sept 15th – Oct 13th – Annual leave before 

maternity leave 
 

 
 FUTURE MISCELLANEOUS 

 
 



 
 

 AONB ASSISTANT’S REPORT 
29 MARCH – 26 OCTOBER 2011 

 
My main duties over the period have been: 

 
 Preparation for Junior Ranger Club session on 11 April. 
 Helping with delivery of community events at Ampleforth (29 March) and Slingsby (6 April). 
 Assisting with planning, preparation for and attendance at Ryedale Show stand. 
 Assisting with planning for The Good Life event at Husthwaite on 9 July. 
 Assisting with preparation and editing of AONB Newsletter. 
 Preparing new designs for letterheads etc to include NAAONB branding. 
 Planning, preparation and delivery of Junior Ranger Club session on 24 October. 
 General admin tasks for the unit eg taking minutes, dealing with orders, invoices, post, both incoming and out, 

file management. 
 Uploading and amending of text and information to website. 
 Handling telephone and email enquiries to the Unit. 
 Dealing with IT issues. 
 
 

 
 MEETINGS 

 
 31 March – JAC meeting, Brandsby 
 18 April – AONB Partnership Group Meeting 
 19 April – Schools Twinning Project meeting 

with YWT 
 12 May – AONB Action Programme meeting 
 16 June – Core Partners Group meeting 
 29 June – NAAONB Scoping meeting for 

Conference 2012, University of York 
 10 August – AONB Action Programme 

meeting 
 16 August – Schools Twinning Project meeting 

with YWT 
 18 August – JRC planning meeting with 

Arboretum 
 20 Sept - NAAONB planning meeting for 

 Conference 2012, York 
 28 Sept – WACS restructure meeting, County 

 Hall 
 17 Oct – Development Officers’ meeting, 

 NYMNPA office, Helmsley 
 Monthly AONB Unit meetings 
 

 
 FUTURE MEETINGS 

 
 3 Nov – JAC meeting, Hovingham V H 
 9 Nov – Conference 2012 steering group and 

Northern AONB Group meetings, Blanchland 
 17 Nov – NET meeting, County Hall 
 23 Nov – AONB Action Programme meeting 
 8 Dec – Core Partners Group meeting 
 12 Dec – Development Officers’ meeting, 

Malton (and/or Francesca?) 
 Monthly - HHAONB Unit meetings 
 
 
 

 
 SITE VISITS 

 
 14 April – Scar Wood Limekilns – photos for 

website (2nd phase) 
 2 June – Scar Wood Limekilns – photos for 

website (3rd phase) 
 21 June – Hovingham village – wildlife project 

and beehives 
 29 July – JAC site visit 
 20 Sept – Site visit to University of York as 

prospective location for Conference 2012 
 

 
 FUTURE SITE VISITS 

 
 RECREATION/ACCESS  

 
 Continued supply of walks leaflets to local 

shops/outlets (ongoing) 
 Technical support for volunteers undertaking 

footpath condition surveys ie mapping and 
data-inputting (ongoing) 

 
 
 
 

FUTURE RECREATION/ACCESS 

 
 COMMUNITY WORK  

 
 Planning and preparation for, and delivery of, 

JRC sessions at Castle Howard Arboretum in 
June and October 

 Planning, preparation and assisting with 
 delivery of community events at Ampleforth 
 and Slingsby  

 Planning and preparation for ‘The Good Life 
 2011’ community event at Husthwaite in July 

 
 Preparation for Rural Ryedale Awards event 



in October at Terrington Village Hall 
 

 
 FUTURE COMMUNITY WORK  

 
 18 Nov – Assist with delivery of local linkup 

to Yorkshire Funding Conference (Ryedale 
House, Malton linking with York 
Racecourse) 

 Planning and preparation for Junior Ranger 
Club session on 21 December 

 

PROMOTION/PUBLICITY/ 
INTERPRETATION 

 
 Further development of Howardian Hills 

AONB website and links with relevant 
organisations 

 Planning and preparation for (including liaising 
with NYMNPA over shared stand) and 
assisting with delivery of AONB stand at 
Ryedale Show  

 Investigation of NAAONB branding guidelines 
for use on HHAONB publications, and 
production of designs for new letterheads etc 

 Editing of article by YMAP volunteers for 
AONB newsletter 

 Production of two short items for AONB 
newsletter  

 Production of a photographic record of 
project at Scar Wood Limekilns, accessible 
from AONB website  

 Distribution of HHAONB leaflet to tourism 
outlets etc 

 
 
  FUTURE PROMOTION/ 

PUBLICITY/INTERPRETATION 
 

 
 Continued distribution of HHAONB leaflet to 

tourism outlets etc 
 

 26 May – Schools Twinning exchange visit at 
Slingsby School 

 9 June – Schools Twinning exchange visit to 
Park Grove, York 

 13 Sept – Schools Twinning Teachers’ 
workshop, Hovingham Village Hall 

 Planning of NAAONB Conference 2012 
 
 
 
 
 
 Continuing liaison with YWT re progression 

of Schools Twining Project 
 Continuing involvement with Conference 

2012 steering group 

 
 
 
 

TRAINING 

 
 FUTURE TRAINING  

 
 Assertiveness Training 
 Mandatory Customer Care course 
 

 
 MISCELLANEOUS 

 
 3 - 4 May – annual leave 
 19 May – annual leave 
 24 May – appraisal 
 7 – 8 June – annual leave 
 25 Aug – 1 Sept – annual leave 
 4 – 6 Oct - annual leave 
 

 
 FUTURE MISCELLANEOUS 

 
 1 Nov – 6-monthly review 
 14 Nov onwards – assist with Francesca’s 

induction 

EDUCATION/RAISING AWARENESS

FUTURE EDUCATION/RAISING 
AWARENESS 



  Howardian Hills Community Engagement 
April to September 2011 

 
 
 ‘Good Life’ Event at Slingsby Village Hall on 6 April, celebrating home-

grown and home-made  produce including stalls from Husthwaite 
Orchard, Malton Beekeepers, Helmsley Walled Garden, Cornflower 
Project.  A panel of experts answered questions on Recycling, 
Composting, Vegetable growing and Cooking. 

 
 Ryedale LSP Delivery Group meeting -  member for Community 

Engagement. 
 
 Slingsby Village Design Statement & Village Walk. 
 
 Supporting Thornton Le Clay & Foston, who are wanting to start a 

Village Design Statement. 
 
 ‘Good Life’ Event at Husthwaite. 
 
 Amotherby VH; Village Hall Training Event – a number of villages 

attended from HHAONB, including Oulston, Amotherby , Barton Le 
Street, Ampleforth. 

 
 Ryedale Show – shared stand with HHAONB. 
 
 Hovingham Village Market – shared stand with HHAONB. 
 
 Ryedale Rural Awards – First year of Rural Awards to celebrate and 

recognise the great work that volunteers and community groups do in 
rural areas in Ryedale.  Awards evening held in Terrington VH on 21 
October. 

 
 Planning for Low-Carbon Living Kendal – attended with colleagues 

from RAY and HHAONB – interesting event looking at alternative 
energy sources and planning  in the future. 

 
 Husthwaite Apple Fair – had a stand at this annual event. 
 
 Fuel Poverty Event – looking a ways of reducing the affects of fuel 

poverty, particularly in rural areas. 
 
 On-going support to Parish Plan groups in AONB, particularly Swinton. 



 APPENDIX 2 
 

 AONB PROJECTS 2011/2012  
 
1st April 2011 – 26th October 2011 
 
Projects that have received formal offers of assistance;  Completed projects. 
 
 
AONB Enhancement – Natural Environment 
 
 
 
 APPLICANT/ 

(CONTRACTOR) 

 
LOCATION 

 
 PROJECT 

 
 LOCAL 
 PRIORITY

 
OBJECTIVE 

 
 SCHEME 
 COST 

 
 JAC 
 ASSISTANCE 

~ AONB-wide Native Woodland Development Officer post - FW6.5 £32,360 £2,500 

RPS Group Ltd 
AONB-wide 

Digitisation of Phase 1 habitat survey maps 
– tint on Arable and Improved land 

- NE1.5 £168 £168 

       

A Mosey Sundial Farm, 
Cawton 

Wall restoration (8m) - AG2.2 £490 £390 

L Hickes Scackleton Wall restoration (76m) - AG2.2 c.£1,400 c.£1,300 

J Rawson Fryton Hedge restoration (600m) Zone 6 
Landscape 

AG2.2 £6,060 £1,815 

       

(AONB Unit – 
Yorkshire Exmoor 
Pony Trust) 

Coulton (3), 
Cawton (2), 
Terrington (2), 
Bulmer 

Conservation grazing of 8 SINCs or other 
important sites 

Sites 1.59, 
1.60, 1.41, 
1.47, 1.66, 
1.20, 1.21 

NE5.1, NE6.1 c.£800 c.£407 

(AONB Volunteers) Dalby Bush 
Fen SSSI 

Grassland management - scrub control Site 1.56 NE6.1 £450 - 

P & A Gospel 
Landscapes 

River Rye SINC Test-spray of Himalayan balsam Site 1.16 NE6.1 c.£15 c.£15 

(AONB Volunteers) Grimston 
Moor SINC 

Removal of Western hemlock regeneration Site 1.1 NE5.4, AP3.1 £150 - 



 
 
 APPLICANT/ 

(CONTRACTOR) 

 
LOCATION 

 
 PROJECT 

 
 LOCAL 
 PRIORITY

 
OBJECTIVE 

 
 SCHEME 
 COST 

 
 JAC 
 ASSISTANCE 

T Berriman Gilling Pond creation - NE6.4 £2,500 £625 (25%) 

(AONB Unit – 
Basics Plus) 

Appleton-le-
Street 
Churchyard 
SINC 

Grassland management - NE5.1 £220 £110 (50%) 

(AONB Unit – 
Basics Plus) 

Amotherby 
Lane SINC 

Grassland/scrub management Site 1.38 NE5.1, NE7.1 £110 £110 

Amotherby 
Churchyard 
Conservation Group 

Amotherby 
Churchyard 

Habitat management - NE3.1, NE5.4, 
NE10.1 

£210 £110 (50%) 

Huttons Ambo 
Churchyard group 

Huttons Ambo 
Churchyard 

Habitat management - NE3.1, NE5.4, 
NE10.1 

£120 £60 

P A Gospel 
Landscapes 

Terrington 
Moor SINC 

Re-fence landslip area Site 1.66 NE6.1 c.£350 £205 

(AONB Unit –  
Curlew 
Conservation 
Contractors) 

Wath Beck; 
Terrington - 
Howthorpe 

Cutting/pulling Himalayan balsam (3.5km) Inc. Site 
1.65 

NE8.2 £761 £761 

(AONB Unit – 
Countryside 
Services) 

Wath Beck; 
Howthorpe - 
Wath 

Cutting/pulling Himalayan balsam (2.3km) Inc. Site 
1.33 

NE8.2 £1,287 £1,287 

(Leeds University) AONB Bat survey transects - NE1.2 £600 £100 

(Leeds University) AONB Bat habitat suitability modelling All Nat Env 
Priority 

Sites 

NE1.2, NE7.3 £6,000 £1,010 

St Hilda’s School  Ampleforth Wildflower plug plants, bird box & camera 
and bird feeding station 

- NE10.1 £360 £260 

Welburn School Welburn Repairs to vandalised pond liner  NE10.1 £900 £450 

(AONB Volunteers) Wath Beck Himalayan balsam survey Sites 1.63, 
1.64, 1.68 

NE3.1, NE8.1 £300 - 



 
 
 APPLICANT/ 

(CONTRACTOR) 

 
LOCATION 

 
 PROJECT 

 
 LOCAL 
 PRIORITY

 
OBJECTIVE 

 
 SCHEME 
 COST 

 
 JAC 
 ASSISTANCE 

(AONB Unit – 
Countryside 
Services) 

Scar Wood, 
Gilling 

Treat sycamore re-growth, beat-up planting 
areas, chemical weed control 

Site 1.25 NE4.1 £740 £740 

(AONB Unit – 
Basics Plus) 

Littledale 
SINC 

Cutting brambles Site 1.20 NE5.1 £110 £110 

(AONB Volunteers) Park Wood 
Fishponds/The 
Wilderness 
SINC 

Rhododendron control Site 1.6 NE5.4, AP3.1 £900 - 

       

       

 
 
AONB Enhancement - Historic Environment 
 
 
 
 APPLICANT 

 
LOCATION 

 
 PROJECT 

 
 LOCAL 
 PRIORITY

 
OBJECTIVE 

 
 SCHEME 
 COST 

 
 JAC 
 ASSISTANCE 

(AONB Unit – P 
Gospel) 

City of Troy 
Maze, Dalby 

Regular maintenance Site 2.25 HE4.5 c.£160 c.£160 

(AONB Unit – P 
Gospel) 

Mileposts Regular maintenance Site 2.63 HE4.5, RT4.5  Included in cost of 
Gateway signs 

Mrs L Howard Rose Cottage 
Farm, 
Terrington 

Re-building 4m of gaps in Park wall Site 2.92 HE4.5 £390 £195 (50%) 

Stonegrave PCC Stonegrave 
Minster 

Repair 9m of churchyard wall - HE4.5 £460 £360 

(AONB Unit – Sam 
Baxter) 

Lime kilns, 
Scar Wood, 
Gilling 

Consolidation of kilns – phase 2 (repair of 
ivy damage and re-build of brick fire arch) 

Site 2.50 HE4.5 c.£2,000 £1,843 



 
 
 APPLICANT 

 
LOCATION 

 
 PROJECT 

 
 LOCAL 
 PRIORITY

 
OBJECTIVE 

 
 SCHEME 
 COST 

 
 JAC 
 ASSISTANCE 

(AONB Unit – 
Bayes Tree 
Services) 

Lime kilns, 
Scar Wood, 
Gilling 

Treatment of stumps Site 2.50 HE4.5 £60 £60 

NYCC Hovingham Replacement arm for traditional direction sign - HE4.5, RT4.5 £500 £250 

(Nunnington PC) Nunnington & 
East Ness 

Refurbish traditional direction signs & village 
name signs 

- HE4.5, RT4.5 £5,600 £600 

(Castle Howard 
Estate Ltd) 

Hardy Flatts, 
Whitwell 

Restore gate pillars - HE4.5 £2,660 £0 

(Ryedale 
LEADER) 

(AONB Unit – 
Bayes Tree Services)

Lime kiln, 
Hildenley 

Treatment of stumps/re-growth and cutting ivy 
stems 

Site 2.49 HE4.5 £150 £150 

(AONB Unit – 
Bayes Tree Services)

Ice house, 
Hildenley 

Treatment of stumps/re-growth - HE4.5 £60 £60 

(AONB Unit – 
Countryside 
Services) 

Wiganthorpe 
Park, 
Scackleton 

Spraying scrub regrowth Site 2.92 HE4.5 £40 £40 

(Amotherby PC) B1257, 
Amotherby 

Refurbish traditional direction signs & village 
name signs 

- HE4.5, RT4.5 £5,500 £500 

(AONB Unit – 
Cleveland Corrosion 
Control 

Husthwaite 
/Oulston 
/Yearsley 

Refurbish traditional direction signs - RT4.5 £8,800 £8,800 

       

 
 
 APPLICANT 

 
LOCATION 

 
 PROJECT 

 
 LOCAL 
 PRIORITY

 
OBJECTIVE 

 
 SCHEME 
 COST 

 
 JAC 
 ASSISTANCE 

(AONB Unit – 
David Bayes) 

Pond Farm, 
Crambe 

Stump treatment following tree removal 
(Listed Building at Risk) 

Site 2.104 HE4.5 c.£280 c.£280 

Castle Howard 
Estate Ltd 

Welburn Restore White Gate (aka Exclamation Gate) 
gate pillar (Listed Building at Risk) 

Site 2.80 HE4.5 £2,340 £0 

(Ryedale 
LEADER) 

 



 
Enjoying the AONB 
 
 
 
 APPLICANT 

 
LOCATION 

 
 PROJECT 

 
 LOCAL 
 PRIORITY

 
OBJECTIVE 

 
 SCHEME 
 COST 

 
 JAC 
 ASSISTANCE 

(AONB Unit – 
Basics Plus) 

Various Litter picking (5 visits) Sites 3.8, 
3.14, 3.19 

D3.5 £550 £550 

(AONB Unit – P 
Gospel) 

Gateway signs Strimming - AP1.1 c.£575 c.£575 

(AONB Volunteers) Jeffry Bog 
SSSI 

Constructing boardwalk Site 1.70 RA4, AP3 £700 - 

Rural Action 
Yorkshire 

Ryedale Rural Ryedale Awards - LC1 £2,450 £300 

       

(AONB Volunteers) Various Volunteer effort on PRoW in the AONB (av. 4 
people/week, every other week) 

- RA4.5, AP3.1 £3,000 - 

       

(AONB Volunteers) Various Volunteer effort - Schools Twinning Project - RA2.4, AP2.3, 
AP3.1 

£3,000 - 

(AONB Volunteers) Various Volunteer effort – Junior Ranger Club, 
Ryedale Show, guided walks, PRoW 
Condition surveying, etc. 

- AP3.1 £1,550 - 

       

CAN DO Lime & 
Ice Project 

Project area 2011/12 contribution   £176,980 £4,500 



  
 

 SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT FUND GRANTS 2011/2012  
 
1st April 2011 – 26th October 2011 
 
Projects that have received formal offers of assistance;  Completed projects. 
 
 
 APPLICANT 

 
LOCATION 

 
 PROJECT 

 
 LOCAL 
 PRIORITY

 
OBJECTIVE 

 
 SCHEME 
 COST 

 
 SDF 
 ASSISTANCE 

Hovingham Action 
Group 

Hovingham 
village 

Bee projects (bee-friendly planting, bee homes 
& bee hive) 

- LC1.5, 
NE10.1 

£1,950 £800 

The Arboretum 
Trust 

Castle Howard 
Arboretum 

Resources for Outdoor Classroom - AP2, SF2.4 £2,990 £1,490 

Scackleton Action 
Group 

Scackleton Post box and telephone box - LC1, HE3, 
HE4 

£645 £400 

 

Barton-le-Willows 
VHC 

Barton-le-
Willows Village 
Hall 

Install insulation - LC1 £3,355 £1,000 

Barton-le-Street 
VHC 

Barton-le-Street 
Village Hall 

Install log-burning stove - LC1 £4,768 £2,000 

Sustrans AONB & 
Yorks. Wolds 

Touring cycle routes leaflet - RA9.1 £5,280 £3,100 

Swinton In Bloom Swinton Wildflower and shrub planting; stone drinking 
trough outside old forge 

- LC1 £2,390 £1,500 

       

 



  
APPENDIX 3 

 

AONB CONSULTATIONS (SPECIFIC DEVELOPMENT PROPOSALS) 2011/2012 
 
1st April 2011 – 26th October 2011 
 

 
CONSULTING 

ORGANISATION 

 
LOCATION 

 
PROJECT 

 
SITE 

VISIT 

 
COMMENTS 

 

 
OUTCOME 

Ryedale District Council Various Weekly lists of Planning Applications and 
Decisions 

- - - 

Hambleton District 
Council 

Various Weekly web lists of Planning Applications 
and Decisions 

- - - 

North Yorkshire County 
Council 

Various Weekly list of Planning Applications - - - 

Hambleton District 
Council 

Yearsley  Agricultural Prior Notification (Erection of 
agricultural building) 

Yes Strong concern over 
siting; dark grey roof 
sheets and walls to be 

used 

Refused 

Hambleton District 
Council 

Oulston  Planning application (Installation of photo 
voltaic cells) 

No None (Permitted) 

Ryedale District Council Gilling Planning application (Erection of link 
extension; change of windows) 

Yes Serious reservations 
about window – 

recommend Refusal 

Permitted 

Forestry Commission Yearsley/Oulston Woodland management proposals (Felling & 
thinning, FC land) 

No Open-up by round 
barrow, protect 
colony of scarce 

species  

Agreed 

Ryedale District Council Stittenham Planning application (Erection of single 
storey extension) 

No No spoil disposal on 
adjacent historic site 

Permitted, 
with 

Condition 

North Yorkshire County 
Council 

Coulton-Grimstone NRSWA consultation (haunching works) No Species-rich road 
verges – avoid 

damage 

? 

North Yorkshire County Bulmer NRSWA consultation (CE Electric overhead No None - 



Council HV works) 

 
 

CONSULTING 
ORGANISATION 

 
LOCATION 

 
PROJECT 

 
SITE 

VISIT 

 
COMMENTS 

 

 
OUTCOME 

Ryedale District Council Amotherby Planning application (Conversion of water 
storage reservoir to 3 bed holiday cottage) 

Yes Strong reservations Refused 

North Yorkshire County 
Council 

Terrington Installation of storm sewer control cabinet No None - 

Hambleton District 
Council 

Crayke  Planning application (Construction of 
agricultural building & retrospective 
application for construction of agricultural 
building) 

Yes Dark grey roof sheets 
and dark stained 

boarding to be used 

Permitted, 
with 

Condition 

Hambleton District 
Council 

Yearsley  Agricultural Prior Notification (Erection of 
agricultural building – re-submission) 

No Support Permitted 

Ryedale District Council Flaxton Planning application (Erection of 20m wind 
turbine) 

Yes (in 
passing) 

None (Withdrawn) 

Ryedale District Council Gilling Planning application (Non-compliance with 
Condition on volume of feed production) 

No Re-iterate 
significance of AONB

Permitted 

Ryedale District Council Welburn Planning application (Erection of agricultural 
workers dwelling) 

Pre-
application 

None (Permitted) 

Ryedale District Council Whitwell  Planning application (Change of use of 
former agricultural buildings to 3 dwellings 
& 1 holiday cottage – re-submission) 

No Colour of window 
frames to be 
‘agricultural’ 

Permitted, 
with 

Condition 

Ryedale District Council Hovingham Planning application (Erection of agricultural 
workers dwelling – re-submission) 

No Support Permitted 

Hambleton District 
Council 

Stearsby  Planning application (Demolition of 
agricultural building, alterations & extensions 
to dwelling) 

No No lighting along 
access track 

Permitted, 
with 

Condition 

Forestry Commission Cawton Woodland management proposals (Felling & 
compensatory re-planting) 

No None - 

Forestry Commission Ampleforth/Gilling Woodland management proposals (Felling & 
compensatory re-planting) 

Yes Felling area is PAWS; 
planting area is semi-

natural grassland 

? 

Natural England Gilling Disposal of former water pumping station Yes (in 
passing) 

Parcel on N side of 
road is SINC 

- 



 
 

CONSULTING 
ORGANISATION 

 
LOCATION 

 
PROJECT 

 
SITE 

VISIT 

 
COMMENTS 

 

 
OUTCOME 

Ryedale District Council Hovingham Agricultural Prior Notification (Erection of 
agricultural building) 

Yes Wall sheets to be dark 
grey 

? 

Ryedale District Council Terrington Agricultural Prior Notification (Erection of 
agricultural building) 

No None (Permitted) 

Ryedale District Council Nunnington Telecoms Notifications x 3 (Erection of 
telegraph poles) 

(in passing) Strongly prefer 
undergrounding 

Permitted 

Ryedale District Council Whitwell-on-the-Hill Planning application (Installation of roof-
mounted solar PV panels on farm buildings) 

No None (Permitted) 

Forestry Commission Scackleton Woodland management proposals (Felling & 
re-planting; 2.0ha conifer to native 
broadleaves) 

(in passing) Minor - 

North Yorkshire County 
Council 

Various NRSWA consultations x  6 (installation of 
replacement mileposts) 

No 2 species-rich road 
verges. Backfill 

method. 

OK 

North Yorkshire County 
Council 

Hovingham NRSWA consultation  (LV underground 
works) 

No None - 

Hambleton District 
Council 

Crayke  Planning applications x 7 (Construction of 
agricultural piggery buildings) 

Yes Objection - Dark grey 
roof sheets to be used; 

landscaping needed 

Amended 

CE Electric Hovingham Consultation (Erection of pole-mounted 
transformer) 

Yes None - 

North Yorkshire County 
Council 

Hovingham NRSWA consultation  (Carriageway patching 
works) 

No None - 

North Yorkshire County 
Council 

Hovingham to 
Slingsby 

NRSWA consultation  (Carriageway patching 
works) 

No None - 

North Yorkshire County 
Council 

Ampleforth NRSWA consultation  (Drainage 
investigation) 

No None - 

Ryedale District Council Ampleforth Planning application (Erection of extension) Yes Concerns about 
proportion of chimney 

stack 

Amended; 
Permitted 



 
 

CONSULTING 
ORGANISATION 

 
LOCATION 

 
PROJECT 

 
SITE 

VISIT 

 
COMMENTS 

 

 
OUTCOME 

Hambleton District 
Council 

Newburgh  Planning application (Erection of 5 camping 
tents and solar panels) 

Yes Minor (Permitted) 

Ryedale District Council Howsham Planning application (Installation of roof-
mounted solar PV panels on farm buildings) 

No None (Permitted) 

Hambleton District 
Council 

Crayke  Planning applications x 7 (Construction of 
agricultural piggery buildings – amended 
details) 

No Dark grey roof sheets 
noted; assistance 

offered with 
landscaping plan 

Permitted, 
with 

Conditions 

Ryedale District Council Gilling Planning application (Erection of single 
storey extension) 

No None (Permitted) 

Ryedale District Council East Newton Agricultural Prior Notification (Erection of 
agricultural building) 

Yes None - 

Hambleton District 
Council 

Crayke  Discharge of Conditions – landscape planting 
(Construction of agricultural piggery 
buildings) 

No Number of plants, 
species, timescale for 

planting 

? 

Hambleton District 
Council 

Skewsby  Planning application (Extension to annex and 
conversion of barn to residential) 

No Minor - colour of 
window frames to be 

‘agricultural’ 

? 

Ryedale District Council Coulton Planning application (Amendment to garage 
windows) 

Yes Large window out of 
proportion to building 

Refused 

Ryedale District Council Ampleforth Planning application (Lean-to extension to 
agricultural building) 

? ? ? 

Ryedale District Council Huttons Ambo  Planning application (Erection of permanent 
frame for sign) 

Yes ? ? 

Forestry Commission Huttons Ambo Woodland management proposals (Felling & 
re-planting; 1.3ha conifer PAWS to conifer 
PAWS, 0.2ha conifer/broadleaf to 
conifer/broadleaf) 

(in passing) Minor - 

Halcrows A64, Whitwell Alterations to pedestrian crossing point    

      

      



 
 

AONB CONSULTATIONS & NOTIFICATIONS (STRATEGIES, ETC) 2011/2012 
 
1st April 2011 – 26th October 2011 
 
 

 
ORGANISATION 

 
AREA 

 
DOCUMENT 

 
COMMENTS 

 

 
OUTCOME 

NYCC Ryedale Renewal of bus contracts and Home to 
School transport contracts 

Not scrutinised  

NYCC North Yorkshire, York & 
Tees Valley 

Historic Landscape Character Assessment 
report 

None  

NYCC North Yorkshire Countywide civil parking Enforcement Not scrutinised  

NYCC North Yorkshire Minerals & Waste Development Framework 
Core Strategy 

?  

(NAAONB) England Position Statement on In-field Solar PV 
arrays 

Amendments suggested  

(NAAONB) England Draft National Planning Policy Statement Input into NAAONB 
response 

 

     

     

     



 
 

TECHNICAL DOCUMENTS RECEIVED 2011/2012 
 
1st April 2011 – 26th October 2011 
 
 

 
ORGANISATION 

 
DOCUMENT 

AONB Units Annual Reports, Newsletters, etc 

RELU Could Protected Landscapes have a leading role to play in the sustainable 
management of natural resources? 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 
 



 
APPENDIX 4 

2011/12 Junior Ranger Club 
 
 

 
All Junior Ranger Club sessions this year have been delivered with the Education Officer from The 
Arboretum Trust, Kew at Castle Howard, with all sessions taking place at the Arboretum except for 1 
June, when it was at Welburn Village Hall. 
 
 
April 2011 : Amazing April in the Howardian Hills 
 
 The Easter holiday session was carried out using the visitor centre at The Arboretum.  

 
Ranger Day Activities No of 

children 
attending 

Biodiversity and Easter 
crafts 
Monday 11th April  

 Texture trail/scavenger hunt – collecting natural 
materials of different textures.  

 Wild relay game – team game involving learning 
about different animal groups and habitats. 

 Egg decorating – using wax as colour resistant 
material 

 Finger print sheep mural – using variety of materials 
and design ideas. 

 Nest building – using natural materials collected in 
scavenger hunt. 

 Clay fridge magnets of flowers/animals. 
 Orienteering in the Arboretum. 

16 

 
 
 
June 2011 : See in the Summer in the Howardian Hills 
 
The half-term holiday session was carried out at Welburn Village Hall and surroundings with assistance 
from the Education Officer from The Arboretum. 
 

Ranger Day Activities No of 
children 

attending 
Biodiversity and 
Landscape 
‘Caterpillars and 
Butterflies’ 
Wednesday 1st June 

A collection of activities looking at how caterpillars and 
butterflies develop 
 Papier mache caterpillars. 
 Butterfly kite-making. 
 Bug hunting using nets, identification cards and 

magnifying jars. 
 Picnic lunch in the woods. 
 Wild flower relay game. 
 Treasure hunt around Welburn village using maps and 

question sheets.  

17 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



October 2011 : Amazing Autumn in the Howardian Hills 
 
The October half-term holiday session was again held at the Arboretum. 
 

Ranger Day Activities No of 
children 

attending 
Biodiversity and 
Landscape 
‘Wild Senses’ 
Monday 24th October 

A collection of activities investigating autumnal changes 
 Glass painting autumn leaves and fungi. 
 Texture scavenger hunt looking for leaves, twigs, 

seeds and fruits of different textures. 
 Mirror walk – how do rabbits and hares, crocodiles 

and alligators see the world? 
 Sound maps – listening to the natural sounds of the 

arboretum. 
 Shelter-building – weaving in the willow branches 

planted three years ago to make a shelter. 
 Halloween lanterns – the effects of light. 
 Colour palettes – collecting as many different autumn 

colours as possible. 
 Autumn woodland collage – designing and making a 

collage using a variety of materials. 

13 

 
 
December 2011 : Festive Fun in the Howardian Hills 
 
Outline plans for this session – again to take place at the Arboretum. 
 

Ranger Day Activities No of 
children 

attending 
 
Wednesday 21st 
December 

 
Outdoor activities (weather permitting) – collecting twigs 
and pine cones for natural Christmas tree decorations. 
Indoor craft activities – decorating Yule logs and willow 
wreaths. Making twig star decorations and pine cone 
baubles. 
 

 

 
 
 
 



                  
APPENDIX 5 

 

2010/11 
 
10 RESPONSES RETURNED  (percentages are approximate) 
 
 
1. How satisfied were you overall with the grants/advice service provided by the 

AONB Team? 
Please circle a number 

 
Excellent  Satisfactory  Poor 

     
1 2 3 4 5 
     

10 (100%)     
 
 
2. If you were ‘Unsatisfied’, was this because the AONB Team was unable to 

provide grant aid for your project? 
 

     Yes            No     N/A 
 
 
3. If you received information and guidance from the AONB Team, was it? 
 

Excellent  Satisfactory  Poor 
     

1 2 3 4 5 
     

9 (90%) 1 (10%)    
 
 
 
4. Speed of response and availability of staff. Was this? 
 

Excellent  Satisfactory  Poor 
     

1 2 3 4 5 
     

6 (60%) 4 (40%)    
 
 
 
5. If you received a grant, was the scheme easy to use? 
 

Simple    Difficult 
     

1 2 3 4 5 
     

9 (90%) 1 (10%)    
 
 
(Continued overleaf)



 
 
6. How did you find out about our grants/advice scheme? 
 

 Previous contact          6 (60%) 
 

 Leaflet 
 

 Local paper/publicity      
 

 Telephoned or wrote to Council      
 

 Friend or other personal contact      2 (20%) 
 

 Other (please specify)       2 (20%) 
1 – Maggie Farey – Community Development Officer 
1 – North York Moors National Park Authority 

 
7. Was the grant rate for your project: 
 

 More than you expected       2 (20%) 
 

 About what you expected       8 (80%) 

     Less than you expected 
 
8. Would the work have been carried out without a grant? 
 

   All of it       Some of it   5(50.0%)      None of it 5 (50%) 
 
8. Could we make any improvements to the service, or do you have any other 

comments to make? 
1. Suggest sending BACS details when approving grant so that bank details can be 

completed and returned to make payments from NYCC quicker.  (Brian Clarke, 
Slingsby) 

 
2. Faster payment of invoice would help as I paid out of my own pocket!  (Jan 

Anderson, Swinton) 
  
3. Perhaps provide a basic template for the reports.  (Unknown) 
 
4. Grant administration can place a heavy burden on small organisations and so it is 

great when you feel that the grant provider is really prepared to work with you as 
was the case here.  (Gillian McIntosh, Rural Action Yorkshire)  

 
5. All of the communication and process management was timely, accurate and 

everyone at the AONB was extremely helpful and supportive. (Cameron Smith – 
Husthwaite Orchards) 

 
9. Name and address (OPTIONAL), but helpful if there are case-specific issues we 

could tackle) 
 

Only 2 questionnaires returned anonymously. 



 
HOWARDIAN HILLS 

AREA OF OUTSTANDING NATURAL BEAUTY 
JOINT ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

3 NOVEMBER 2011 
 

 
AONB INDICATORS 

 
 
1.0 PURPOSE OF REPORT 
 
1.1 To receive details of the Indicators used to measure AONB Partnership 

performance annually. 
 
 
2.0 AONB PARTNERSHIP INDICATORS 
 
2.1 In line with Objective MN1.2 of the AONB Management Plan, the Natural 

England AONB Partnership Indicators are used as the standard measure of 
performance. The results for 2010/11 are attached as Appendix 1. 

 
2.2 Natural England no longer require the compilation and submission of these 

Indicators, as they are not responsible for monitoring the performance of 
AONB Partnerships since AONB sponsorship moved to Defra in April 2011. 
The results have however been collated for 2010/11, to continue this dataset 
for comparison purposes. 

 
 
3.0 RECOMMENDATION 
 
 It is recommended that the Performance Indicator results contained in 

Appendix 1 be noted. 

ITEM 4



 

 

APPENDIX 1 
AONB Partnership and Unit Indicators 2010/11 
 
 
Ref Theme Measure for the indicator Definition Response Benefits 
1 AONB 

Management 
Plan 

The AONB Unit has a current 
Management Plan which meets 
the requirements of the 
Countryside and Rights of Way 
Act 2000. 

The Plan has been reviewed within five years of the 
last one. 
 
It conforms to the guidance for AONB Management 
Plans provided by The Countryside Agency. 
 
It has been formally adopted and published by all the 
relevant local authorities. 
 
A copy has been lodged with DEFRA. 

Yes 
 
 
Yes 
 
 
Yes 
 
 
Yes 
 

Demonstrates 
compliance 
with a core 
statutory 
duty. 

2 AONB 
Partnership 

The AONB has an active and 
effective governance structure. 

Record of regular AONB Board, Joint Committee, 
Joint Advisory Committee, Partnership, Board 
Meetings.   
 
Record of number of active sub meetings, 
management groups,  technical groups, public 
meetings, fora etc 
 
 
 
 
 
AONB has undertaken a formal review of its 
governance structures within the last 5 years. 
 
 
 
Has an adopted current set of terms of reference. 
 
Has a publicly available record of its meetings, 
agendas and minutes. 

3 JACs (61%) 
 
 
 
4 CFGs (94%); 
1 Partnership 
Group (25%); 
11 SDF Steering 
Groups; 
6 SDF Grant 
Panels. 
 
No (Full review 
October 2001). 
Minor review 
March 2004). 
 
Yes 
 
Yes (via NYCC) 

Demonstrates 
the scale of 
bodies 
involved and 
that they are 
active. 



 

 

3a The AONB Unit has staff 
resources to undertake its work. 

Total the number of AONB staff and their specialisms, 
in full-time equivalents, including core staff and any 
project staff that were directly managed and hosted by 
the AONB Unit, at the financial year end. 

1 x AONB 
Manager. 
1 x AONB Officer. 
1 x AONB 
Assistant (0.5 
f.t.e.) 
Total – 2.5 f.t.e. 

3b 

AONB Staff 
Unit 

AONB Unit staff invests in 
continuous professional 
development.  

Of the total in Measure 3a above, list the number who 
undertook and recorded a minimum of 30 hours of 
training, personal development or similar C.P.D. 
activity during the year (adjusted pro-rata for part time 
staff). 

2 f.t.e. 

Demonstrates 
that the 
AONB Unit 
has the staff 
resources 
and capacity 
to undertake 
management 
effectively. 

4a Total income received into the AONB unit’s own 
account from all sources during the financial year.  

Total £237,441 

4b The percentage of the figure in Measure 4a above 
which was received from Natural England and Local 
Authorities 

86% 

4c 

Financial 
resources 

The AONB Unit secures direct 
income to fund its work. 

The amount received (part of 4a) from Natural 
England and Local Authorities 

Total £203,957 

Demonstrates 
the level of 
financial 
resources 
directly 
secured by 
the AONB 
Unit. 

5a Include the figure given in Measure 4a above. Then 
add in the total funding for projects and partnership 
programmes in that year in which the AONB Unit 
played a significant part i.e. where it would not have 
gone ahead or would have been substantially smaller 
without AONB input. For example include matching 
income for any SDF funded project; total funds for 
partner HLF projects involving the AONB. 

Total £545,266 

5b 

Leverage 
and “added 
value” 

Additional resources mobilised by 
AONB unit through its partnership 
work. 

The percentage of the figure above which was 
received from Natural England.  

44% 

Demonstrates 
the level of 
financial 
leverage and 
added value 
obtained by 
the AONB 
Unit through 
its wider 
project 
programmes 
and 
partnerships. 



 

 

6a Agreed timetable and 
requirements for financial 
management and reporting with 
Natural England met by the AONB 
unit 

The Unit submitted its final grant claim to Natural 
England for the preceding financial year by the stated 
claim date (31st May 2010). 
 
Published its annual report for the preceding year 
within six months of the financial year end. 
 
 
Submitted its business plan and grant application for 
the succeeding financial year by the required date 
(31st January 2011). 
 
Submitted its interim grant claim by the required date 
(31st January 2011). 

Yes 
 
 
 
Yes. 2009/10 
report published 
Sept 2010. 
 
Yes 
 
 
 
Yes 

6b 

Financial 
management 
and 
reporting 

Natural England met the agreed 
timetable and requirements for 
financial management and 
reporting with the AONB Unit. 

Natural England made a written formal core and 
Sustainable Development Fund offers of grant aid for 
the succeeding financial year by 31 March. 

No.  
Single Pot - 7th 
April 2010 

Demonstrates 
effective 
administration 
and 
management 
of financial 
affairs. 

7a Partnership 
working with 
management 
communities 

The AONB Unit is an active 
partner in the work of the National 
Association of AONBs.  

The AONB Unit (through its host authority or 
partnership organisation) was a full member of the 
National Association of AONBs. 
 
Was represented by attendance at the Annual 
Conference of the Association. 
 
All AONB Unit core staff attended at least 1 other 
national or regional NAAONB sponsored seminar, 
training event or meeting each. 

Yes 
 
 
 
Yes 
 
 
Yes 

Demonstrates 
partnership 
working for 
AONB family 
at a national, 
regional and 
local level. 



 

 

7b The AONB Unit actively involved 
in partnership working at a local 
level. 

Total number of project steering groups, research 
initiatives, working groups and partnerships where the 
AONB Unit played an active and key role (ie not just a 
passive member of a forum or conference). 

17 
(NWDO SG, 
CAN DO 
Partnership 
Group, CAN DO 
Lime & Ice SG, 
NYMNP/HHAONB 
SDF SG + Panel, 
Ryedale & 
Hambleton BAPs, 
North Yorks Road 
Verges Working 
Group, NYBAG,  
LEADER SG, 
LEADER LAG, 
NYMNP/HHAONB 
/NYCC Highways 
Liaison Group, 
NYCC Ranger 
Team 3 Liaison 
Group, 
Development 
Officers Group, 
CE Electric 
DPCR5 Working 
Group, Gilling 
Castle RPG 
Study, Exmoor 
pony grazing 
project 

7c The AONB Management Plan is 
formally endorsed and supported 
by partner organisations. 

List the number of organisations who formally 
endorsed the plan when written and at the last review. 

6 
(3 x LAs, NE; FC; 
EH) 



 

 

 
8a Business 

Plan targets 
Achievement of the targets set out 
by the AONB unit in its annual 
business plan or equivalent. 

Include all actions set out in the annual business 
plan/core bid document agreed with Natural England. 
(Milestones in bid document) 

57 ex 65 (88%) 

8b Management 
Plan 
progress 

The AONB Management Plan 
actions were implemented to 
schedule. 

Include the AONB Management Plan actions that 
were progressed or completed during the year, shown 
as a percentage of all the AONB Management Plan 
actions that were scheduled for action during the year. 
An AONB unit led actions figure and ‘all partnership 
actions’ figure. 
 

AONB Unit-led 
- 70% 
 
‘All Partnership’ 
- 82% 
 
Progress against 
a further 6 
Objectives where 
no specific annual 
targets had been 
set. 

Demonstrates 
that the 
AONB Unit 
achieves the 
objectives 
and actions it 
sets itself. 

 
 
Abbreviations 
 
CFG – Core Funders Group 
ES – Environmental Stewardship 
HLF – Heritage Lottery Fund 
NYCC – North Yorkshire County Council 
NWDO – Native Woodland Development Officer 
CAN DO – Hambleton & Howardian Hills Cultural & Natural 
Development Opportunity 
NYMNP – North York Moors National Park 
BAP – Biodiversity Action Plan partnership 
NYBAG – North Yorkshire Biodiversity Action Group 
SG – Steering Group 
 



HOWARDIAN HILLS 
AREA OF OUTSTANDING NATURAL BEAUTY 

JOINT ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
3 NOVEMBER 2011 

 
 

PLANNING REGULATIONS FOR DOMESTIC RENEWABLE ENERGY 
INSTALLATIONS IN THE AONB 

 
 
1.0 PURPOSE OF REPORT 
 
1.1 To receive details of the planning regulations covering various types of 

domestic renewable energy installation in the AONB. 
 
 
2.0 DOMESTIC RENEWABLE ENERGY INSTALLATIONS 
 
2.1 At the JAC meeting in March 2011 Members requested that information be 

prepared outlining the position as regards planning approvals needed for 
various types of domestic renewable energy installation in the AONB. 

 
2.2 Appendix 1 provides this information, although it should be noted that this will 

be the situation applicable from 1st December 2011 onwards, when these 
amendments to the General Permitted Development Order come into effect. As 
the situation is fast-moving, potential applicants are advised to contact their 
Local Planning Authority before undertaking development, to ensure 
compliance with the most up-to-date regulations. 

 
2.3 Solar panels – Planning Permission is not required, provided that certain 

design and locational requirements are met. Where these are not met, Planning 
Permission is needed. 

 
2.4 Ground source and water source heat pumps – Planning Permission is not 

needed. 
 
2.5 Flues for biomass or Combined Heat and Power systems - Planning 

Permission is not required, provided that certain design and locational 
requirements are met. Where these are not met, Planning Permission is needed. 

 
2.6 Air source heat pumps – Planning Permission is not required, provided that 

certain design and locational requirements are met. Where these are not met, 
Planning Permission is needed. 

 
2.7 Wind turbines – All domestic installations within the AONB require Planning 

Permission. 
 
2.8 Listed Building and Conservation Area designations have an impact on what 

development can be undertaken without Planning Permission. The AONB 
designation only has an impact on domestic wind turbine installations. 

 
 
3.0 RECOMMENDATION 
 
 It is recommended that the report and Appendix be noted. 

ITEM 6



APPENDIX 1 

Installation of Domestic Micro‐generation Equipment 

Effective from 1 December 2011 

Information taken from the Statutory Instrument ‐ 2011 No. 2056:  

Town and Country Planning (General Permitted Development) (Amendment) (England) Order 2011 

Before undertaking any of the development below, it is best to check with the relevant Local Planning Authority (Hambleton or Ryedale).   

A Planning Approval Notice or letter confirming that planning permission is not required may need to be provided to support an application for a grant, or for when the 
equipment is being installed / commissioned.  A charge for the Notice or letter may be applicable. 

Summary as applicable to the Howardian Hills AONB 

Within the Howardian Hills AONB, Planning Permission is needed for wind turbines and stand alone wind turbines.  Planning Permission is not needed for a ground source 
heat pump or a water source heat pump.  In Conservation Areas, Planning Permission is also needed for: 

‐ solar pv or solar thermal equipment which fronts a Highway,  
‐ stand alone solar panels closer to a highway than any building in the curtilage,  
‐ a flue forming part of a biomass heating system or a combined heat and power system that is installed on a wall or roofslope fronting a highway 
‐ an air source heat pump installed on a wall or roof fronting a highway or if it is closer to the highway than the building on which it is installed 

In Conservation Areas outside of the AONB planning permission is needed for: 

‐ wind turbines that are installed on a wall or roofslope fronting a highway, 
‐ stand alone wind turbines that are closer to the highway than any building in the curtilage, 

However, there are additional other factors that also mean that planning permission may be required eg size of the installation and proximity to boundaries and other 
equipment.  These are set out in the table below. 

Listed Building Consent will be needed for domestic micro‐generation equipment physically attached to the Listed Building.  Listed Building Consent will not be required for 
stand alone equipment within the curtilage of the Listed Building, but planning permission will be required.  Check with the Local Planning Authority to be sure. 

Building Regulations will apply to certain development.  



 

Type of Development 
 
Installation, alteration 
or replacement of: 

Where located?  Does not Need Planning 
Permission if: 

Planning Permission is 
needed if: 

Conditions that apply  Listed Building? 

Solar PV or solar 
thermal equipment 

‐ On a house or 
block of flats 

‐ On a building 
within the 
curtilage of a 
house or block 
of flats 

‐ It protrudes less than 200mm 
beyond the plane of the wall 
or roof slope 

‐ The highest part is not higher 
than the ridgeline  

‐ It does not front a highway in 
a Conservation Area 

‐ If it is not on a site 
designated as a scheduled 
monument or as a Listed 
Building 

‐ It protrudes more than 
200mm beyond the plane 
of the wall or roof slope 

‐ The highest part is higher 
than the ridgeline  

‐ It fronts a highway in a 
Conservation Area 

‐ If it is on a site designated 
as: 
 a scheduled monument
 a Listed Building 

‐ Panels on a building 
should be sited, so far 
as is practicable, to 
minimise the effect 
on: 
 the appearance of 

the building.  
 the amenity of the 

area.  
‐ They should be 

removed as soon as 
possible when no 
longer needed for 
micro‐generation. 

 

‐ Listed 
Building 
Consent will 
be required 

‐ Planning 
Permission 
will be 
required 

Stand alone solar panels  ‐ Within the 
curtilage of a 
house or block 
of flats 

‐ There is only one stand alone 
solar panel 

‐ It is limited to 9sqm surface 
area (or any dimension not 
exceed 3m including its 
housing) 

‐ It is less than 4m in height 
‐ It is more than 5m from the 

boundary 
‐ In a Conservation Area it can 

not be closer to a Highway 
than a building in the 
curtilage 

‐ If it is not on a site 
designated as   
 a scheduled monument 
 a Listed Building 

‐ More than one stand 
alone solar panel 

‐ It is greater than 9sqm 
surface area (or any 
dimension exceed 3m 
including its housing) 

‐ Exceeds 4m in height 
‐ It is less  than 5m from the 

boundary 
‐ In a Conservation Area it 

will be closer to a highway 
than a building in the 
curtilage 

‐ If it is on a site designated 
as   
 a scheduled monument
 a Listed Building 
 

‐ Stand alone panels 
should be sited, so far 
as is practicable, to 
minimise the effect 
on the amenity of the 
area.  
 

‐ They should be 
removed as soon as 
possible when no 
longer needed for 
micro‐generation 

‐ Planning 
Permission 
will be 
required 



Type of Development 
 
Installation, alteration 
or replacement of: 

Where located?  Does not Need Planning 
Permission if: 

Planning Permission is 
needed if: 

Conditions that apply  Listed Building? 

A ground source heat 
pump 

‐ Within the 
curtilage of a 
house or block 
of flats 

Does not Need Planning 
Permission 

Does not Need Planning 
Permission 

   

A water  source heat 
pump 

‐ Within the 
curtilage of a 
house or block 
of flats 

Does not Need Planning 
Permission 

Does not Need Planning 
Permission 

   

A flue, forming part of a 
biomass heating system 

‐ On a house or 
block of flats 

‐ The height of flue does not 
exceed the highest part of 
the roof by one metre 

‐ In a Conservation Area the 
flue is not installed on a wall 
or roof slope which fronts a 
highway 
 

‐ Height of flue exceeds the 
highest part of the roof by 
one metre or more 

‐ In a Conservation Area the 
flue is installed on a wall 
or roof slope which fronts 
a highway 

 

  ‐ Listed 
Building 
Consent will 
be required 

A flue, forming part of a 
combined heat and 
power system 

‐ On a house or 
block of flats 

‐ Height of flue does not 
exceed the highest part of 
the roof by one metre 

‐ In a Conservation Area the 
flue is not installed on a wall 
or roof slope which fronts a 
highway 
 

‐ Height of flue exceeds the 
highest part of the roof by 
one metre or more 

‐ In a Conservation Area the 
flue is installed on a wall 
or roof slope which fronts 
a highway 

 

  ‐ Listed 
Building 
Consent will 
be required 

An air source heat pump ‐ On a house or 
block of flats 

‐ On a building 
within the 
curtilage of a 
house or block 
of flats 

‐ Air source heat pump to 
comply with MCS Planning 
Standards or equivalent 

‐ on a building or within the 
curtilage of a building or 
block of flats:  
 There is only one air 

source heat pump  
 There is not a wind turbine  

installed  
 

‐ Air source heat pump 
does not comply with MCS 
Planning Standards or 
equivalent 

‐ on a building or within the 
curtilage of a building or 
block of flats:  
 There is more than one 

air source heat pump  
 There is a wind turbine  

installed 

‐ The air source heat 
pump is used solely 
for heating purposes 

‐ Sited to minimise the 
effect on the external 
appearance of the 
building 

‐ Sited to minimise the 
effect on the amenity 
of the area.  

‐ It should be removed 

‐ Listed 
Building 
Consent will 
be required 

‐ Planning 
Permission 
will be 
required 



Type of Development 
 
Installation, alteration 
or replacement of: 

Where located?  Does not Need Planning 
er s

Planning Permission is 
needed

Conditions that apply  Listed Building? 
P mi sion if:   if: 

 There is not a stand alone 
wind turbine 

 There is 1m or more from 
the boundary to the 
installation 

 It is not on a wall fronting a 
highway 

 It is installed at the level of 
the ground storey 

 It is not installed on a 
pitched roof 

‐ On a flat roof it is installed 
greater than 1m of the edge  

‐ The volume of the outdoor 
compressor unit is less than 
0.6cubic metres 

‐ If it is not on a site designated 
as scheduled monument or 
Listed Building 

‐ In a Conservation Area: 
 It is not on a wall or roof 

fronting a highway 
 It is not closer to the 

highway than the building 
on which it is sited 
 

 

 There is a stand alone 
wind turbine installed 

 There is less than 1m 
from the boundary to 
the installation 

 It is on a wall fronting a 
highway 

 It is installed above the 
level of the ground 
storey 

 It is installed on a 
pitched roof 

‐ On a flat roof it is installed 
within 1m of the edge 

‐ The volume of the 
outdoor compressor unit 
is greater than 0.6cubic 
metres 

‐ If it is on a site designated 
as  
 A scheduled monument 
 A Listed Building 

‐ In a Conservation Area: 
 It is on a wall or roof 

fronting a highway 
 It is closer to the 

highway than the 
building on which it is 
sited 
 

as soon as possible 
when no longer 
needed for micro‐
generation 

 
A wind turbine 

 
‐ On a detached 

house  
‐ On a detached 

building within 

 
‐ The wind turbine complies 

with MCS Planning Standards 
or equivalent 

‐ For development on the 

 
‐ The wind turbine does not 

comply with MCS Planning 
Standards or equivalent 

‐ For development on the 

 
‐ The blades of the 

wind turbine shall be 
made of non‐
reflective materials 

 
‐ Listed 

Building 
Consent will 
be required 



Type of Development 
 
Installation, alteration 
or replacement of: 

Where located?  Does not Need Planning  Planning Permission is 
need

Conditions that apply  Listed Building? 
Permission if:  ed if: 

the curtilage of 
a house or block 
of flats 

same building or within the 
curtilage: 
 It would result in no more 

than one wind turbine 
 A stand alone wind turbine 

is not installed 
 An air source heat pump is 

not installed 
‐ The highest part of the wind 

turbine (including blades) is:  
o less than 3m above the 

highest part of the 
ridgeline or  

o less than 15m in height 
(whichever is greater)  

‐ the distance between the 
lowest part of the blade and 
the ground is greater than 5m

‐ There is more than 5m from 
the boundary to the wind 
turbine including blades 

‐ The swept area of any blade 
is less than 3.8sqm 

‐ It is not installed on  
 safeguarded land 
 Scheduled monument 
 A  Listed Building 

‐ In a Conservation Area: 
 It is not on a wall or roof or 
 It does not front onto a 

highway 
‐ It is not on Article 1(5) land 

same building or within 
the curtilage: 
 It would result in more 

than one wind turbine 
 A stand alone wind 

turbine is installed 
 An air source heat 

pump is installed 
‐ The highest part of the 

wind turbine (including 
blades) is:  
o more than 3m above 

the highest part of the 
ridgeline or  

o more than 15m in 
height (whichever is 
lesser)  

‐ the distance between the 
lowest part of the blade 
and the ground is less 
than 5m 

‐ There is less than 5m from 
the boundary to the wind 
turbine including blades 

‐ The swept area of any 
blade exceeds 3.8sqm 

‐ It is installed on  
 safeguarded land 
 Scheduled monument 
 Listed Building 

‐ In a Conservation Area: 
 It is on a wall or roof or  
 It fronts a highway 

‐ It is on Article 1(5) land 
 

‐ Sited to minimise the 
effect on the external 
appearance of the 
building 

‐ Sited to minimise the 
effect on the amenity 
of the area.  

‐ It should be removed 
as soon as possible 
when no longer 
needed for micro‐
generation 
 

‐ Planning 
Permission 
will be 
required 



Type of Development 
 
Installation, alteration 
or replacement of: 

Where located?  Does not Need Planning 
r

Planning Permission is 
need

Conditions that apply  Listed Building? 
Pe mission if:  ed if: 

A stand alone wind 
turbine 

‐ within the 
curtilage of a 
house or block 
of flats 

‐ The wind turbine complies 
with MCS Planning Standards 
or equivalent 

‐ It would not result in more 
than one wind turbine 

‐ A wind turbine is not installed 
on a house or building within 
the curtilage of the house or 
block of flats 

‐ An air source heat pump is 
not installed 

‐ The highest part of the wind 
turbine is less than 11.1m in 
height  

‐ the distance between the 
lowest part of the blade and 
the ground is greater than 5m

‐ The distance to the boundary 
is greater than the height of 
the wind turbine including 
blades plus 10% 

‐ The swept area of any blades 
is less than 3.8sqm 

‐ It is not installed on  
 safeguarded land 
 Scheduled monument 
 Listed Building 

‐ In a Conservation Area it is 
not closer to a highway than 
the building or block of flats 

‐ It is not on Article 1(5) land 

‐ The wind turbine does not 
comply with MCS Planning 
Standards or equivalent 

‐ It would result in more 
than one wind turbine 

‐ A wind turbine is installed 
on a house or building 
within the curtilage of the 
house or block of flats 

‐ An air source heat pump is 
installed 

‐ The highest part of the 
wind turbine is more than 
11.1m in height  

‐ the distance between the 
lowest part of the blade 
and the ground is less 
than 5m 

‐ The distance to the 
boundary is less than the 
height of the wind turbine 
including blades plus 10% 

‐ The swept area of any 
blade exceeds 3.8sqm 

‐ It is installed on  
 safeguarded land 
 Scheduled monument 
 Listed Building 

‐ In a Conservation Area it is 
closer to a highway than 
the building or block of 
flats 

‐ It is on Article 1(5) land 

‐ The blades of the 
wind turbine shall be 
made of non‐
reflective materials 

‐ Sited to minimise the 
effect on the amenity 
of the area.  

‐ It should be removed 
as soon as possible 
when no longer 
needed for micro‐
generation 
 

‐ Planning 
Permission 
will be 
required 

 



Notes: 

‐ MCS Planning Standards means the product and installation standards for air source heat pumps and wind turbines specified in Microgeneration Certification Scheme 
MCS 010 (b) 
 

‐ Article 1 (5) Land is land within any of the following areas: 
    (a) a National Park; 
    (b) an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) 
    (c) conservation areas 
    (d) areas of Special Scientific Interest (SSSIs) 
    (e) the Broads 
    (f) World Heritage Sites 
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HOWARDIAN HILLS 
 AREA OF OUTSTANDING NATURAL BEAUTY 

JOINT ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
3 NOVEMBER 2011 

 
AONB BUDGET 

 
 
1.0 PURPOSE OF REPORT 
 
1.1 To receive details of expenditure during 2010/11 and to consider anticipated budgetary needs for 

2012/13. 
 
 
2.0 2010/11 
 
2.1 Details of the final income and expenditure account for 2010/11 are set out in Appendix 1 and 

Appendix 2 provides a breakdown of actual expenditure. Details of countryside management 
projects funded are in Appendix 3, with details of Sustainable Development Fund projects in 
Appendix 4. 

 
2.2 Appendix 1 includes the budget figures prepared in October 2009, to allow Members to compare 

the actual budget against that predicted. It should be borne in mind that the budget prepared in 
October each year is then adjusted and refined, to take account of likely changes in income and 
expenditure. These revisions are shown in the ‘December 2009' column of Appendix 1 and 
formed the basis of the formal bid submitted to Natural England. The final budget, following the 
receipt of grant offer letters etc., is shown in the ‘August 2010’ column. 

 
2.3 Although there were some variations between the Estimated and Actual spends on a number of 

budget heads, the overall profile of the budget showed a 0.8% underspend. This calculation 
excludes the income and expenditure associated with the Rural:Urban Schools Twinning Project, 
as the claims/payments schedule for this project does not easily fit into the standard financial 
year format. A full claim for the Natural England grant was submitted, under the Single Pot 
arrangement. 

 
2.4 Staffing: 

 This budget showed a small underspend, due to a lower-than-predicted inflation pay award. 
 
2.5 Office: 

 An unforeseen item appeared mid-year, when telephone and internet connection fees were 
out-costed to the AONB budget. 

 This resulted in a significant overspend for this particular budget head, although overall the 
budget impact was zero, as NYCC increased its contribution by the corresponding amount. 
(This was part of an internal NYCC exercise to allocate costs and budget to offices/teams 
individually, rather than deal with them all centrally). 

 
2.6 Partnership Running Costs: 

 No significant deviation from budget provision. 
 
2.7 PR/Events/Research: 

 As our Annual Report and AONB Newsletter have been running for a number of years, 
their production costs were close to the budget predictions. 

 The Nunnington Local Walks and Information leaflet was printed. 

ITEM 8
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 An unforeseen cost was incurred due to the need to reprint our Hovingham Walks leaflet, 
for which supplies had run very low. 

 We also bought a hand-held GPS device for use in our fixed-point photography monitoring 
work, which resulted in a slight overspend overall on this budget head. 

 
2.8 Sustainable Development Fund: 

 A small underspend was incurred. 
 The majority of the grant went to four major projects, two of which were in the second 

year of 2-year programmes of work. 
 A payment was made to the North York Moors National Park Authority for their 

administrative services in running the SDF Panel, as part of the on-going arrangement. 
 
2.9 AONB Enhancement – Natural Environment: 

 This budget spent 80% of its provision. 
 The Phase 1 habitat survey maps for the AONB were digitised (with financial support from 

the CAN DO Partnership) and a prominent section of roadside hedge was planted near 
Grimstone. 

 8 schemes to plant individual in-field and hedgerow trees (postponed from 2009/10 due to 
the severe winter) were implemented. 

 The routine Exmoor pony grazing programme and annual SINC management tasks were 
completed, as well as some work to clear vegetation from two geologically significant 
quarry faces. 

 Volunteers completed significant rhododendron removal on Piper Hill SINC, and clearance 
of western hemlock regeneration on Grimston Moor SINC. 

 The underspend was used to fund Historic Environment projects. 
 
2.10 AONB Enhancement – Historic Environment: 

 This budget overspent by 20% in comparison to its original provision. 
 The principal project was the re-building of the roadside stretch of the Wiganthorpe Park 

wall near Scackleton, with restoration of the northern section. 
 Significant other projects included restoration of the 3-pot limekiln in Scar Wood near 

Gilling, and preparing a Conservation Management Plan for the Gilling Castle Registered 
Park and Garden. 

 Other projects included installing the 3 mileposts re-cast the previous year, clearing 
encroaching trees from a Listed Building at Risk at Crambe and restoring the 
weathervane/wind clock on the roof of the Hovingham Bakery. 

 
2.11 Enjoying the AONB: 

 On-going maintenance/improvement work was carried out on Rights of Way furniture by 
the County Council, but without any recourse to JAC funds. 

 The most significant project completed this year was the refurbishment and re-surfacing of 
the car park at Kirkham Priory.  

 The other main areas of expenditure were the programme of litter picking carried out 
around the AONB during the summer months by the Basics Plus team, our annual 
contribution to the CAN DO Lime & Ice Project and a contribution towards a community 
art project at Slingsby School. 

 
2.12 Young People’s Activities: 

 One full-day Junior Ranger Club session was held in the summer, with a further 2 days 
held in autumn and winter. 

 The first part-year of the Rural:Urban Schools Twinning Project was completed, with 
teachers and volunteers workshops being held prior to the first round of visits in early 
2011. 
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2.13 At the end of the financial year 2010/11 there was a carry-forward into 2011/12 of £38,498: 

 £12,544 has been allocated to Natural and Historic Environment projects in 11/12. 
 Some of the carry-forward may be used for other major projects that arise in 2011/12, 

provided that the Defra funding is fully committed and the project presents an opportunity 
that may not arise again in the future. 

 The remainder will be kept for use on projects in future years, to bolster what will be 
declining resources for projects and therefore hopefully achieve some of the ‘iconic’ 
projects on our target list, e.g. the Gate Lodges at Howsham Hall. 

 
 
3.0 2011/12 
 
3.1 The agreed budget for the current year amounts to £227,732. Details of this are set out in 

Appendix 5 and all the major partners’ contributions to the budget have been confirmed. The 
budget does not include the balance of the carry-forward of £38,498 from 2010/11, although 
Members will note that £12,544 has already been allocated, as described in paragraph 2.13 
above. 

 
3.2 As usual it is too early in the financial year to make any reliable estimate of anticipated final 

expenditure during 2011/12: 
 The figures presented in Appendix 5 are where we stand at the minute, although we 

continue to take new funding opportunities if they arise and are appropriate. 
 Due to Liz Bassindale being on Maternity Leave for 6 months of the current year, and even 

with Maternity Cover in place, a saving on salary costs of approx. £4,400 is anticipated. 
This is due to the post being vacant for one month, and the Maternity cover being engaged 
on a salary at the bottom end of the applicable Band. 

 If however several substantial projects are actually completed, including the restoration of 
the Gate Lodges at Howsham Hall and a new project being developed to repair the 
Mausoleum at Castle Howard, then there could be a substantial reduction of our 
uncommitted funds. 

 The Single Pot arrangement means that Defra funding is spread across nearly all the budget 
heads, but we are free to move it around as the year goes on. 

 
3.3 Staffing: 

 As indicated above, it is anticipated that there will be a substantial underspend on this 
budget head. 

 It is possible that a mechanism may be found to bring in additional effort to ensure that 
more projects are completed, which would then utilise some of this underspend. 

 
3.4 Office and Partnership Running Costs: 

 It is anticipated that the out-turns will be close to the budget provisions. 
 
3.5 PR/Events/Research: 

 The AONB Newsletter and Annual Report have been completed. 
 The Northern AONBs Group calendar, for which we made budget provision, was again felt 

to be inappropriate this year. 
 It is anticipated that overall the out-turns will be close to the budget provisions. 

 
3.6 Sustainable Development Fund: 

 £10,290 of the £20,000 budget has been formally allocated. One further project was 
expected, which would potentially have used the remainder, but it is highly unlikely that it 
could now be submitted, approved and completed before 31st March. 
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 Another large project has recently emerged, but the amount of funding sought and 
timescale are as yet unknown. 

 
3.7 AONB Enhancement (Natural Environment): 

 £10,700 of the £24,000 budget has been formally allocated, with known projects 
accounting for a further £20,000. It is however highly unlikely that all these could be 
completed this financial year, for a variety of reasons. 

 Himalayan balsam control on Wath Beck has continued, and a University of Leeds student 
is carrying out some bat survey and habitat suitability modelling work across the CAN DO 
area. The results of this will be used to support bids for future funding for habitat 
management/restoration work. 

 Projects in the pipeline include in-field and boundary tree planting at a variety of locations, 
3 major wall restoration projects, undergrounding of a cross-field BT line, and 3 hedge 
restoration schemes. 

 
3.8 AONB Enhancement (Historic Environment): 

 £5,300 of the £33,000 budget has been formally allocated, with a further £39,000 of 
projects in the pipeline. 

 An £8,800 programme of restoring traditional direction signs in the Hambleton area of the 
AONB is progressing and should be completed by 31st March (weather permitting). The 
remaining projects are less certain (e.g. Gate Lodges at Howsham Hall…), but a new 
project at the Castle Howard Mausoleum may take its place this year (subject to 
Chairman’s approval). 

 The main projects allocated funding so far are the completion of the repairs to the 3-pot 
limekiln at Gilling and the restoration of traditional direction signs and village name signs 
in partnership with the Ryedale LEADER Small-Scale Enhancements scheme. 

 
3.9 Enjoying the AONB: 

 £6,400 of the £8,000 budget allocation has been committed. £4,500 of this is our 
contribution to the CAN DO Lime & Ice Project this year, for the community 
archaeological research project centred on Yearsley Moor. 

 The Basics Plus group are continuing to clear litter from well-used lay-bys and the AONB 
Gateway Sign locations are being strimmed regularly. 

 Other projects funded include a contribution towards the Ryedale Rural Awards scheme, 
which included a significant number of applicants from within the AONB. 

 It is hoped to develop a project to remove scrub from along the top of Caulkleys Bank, to 
restore the open vistas and prevent the loss of calcareous grassland. 

 
3.10 Young People’s Activities: 

 This primarily consists of the Rural:Urban Schools Twinning project. Because the 
LEADER years run as calendar years, and we have elected to only do 6-monthly claims, 
and because the Heritage Lottery Fund provide 50% of their total grant up-front, it is 
extremely difficult to present figures that compare realistically with the rest of the AONB 
annual budget. The project however is on-track in delivering its programme of activities, 
and expenditure is following the agreed budget profile. 

 A programme of Junior Ranger Club events is being delivered very cost-effectively, in 
partnership with the Castle Howard Arboretum. 

 
3.11 Wherever an underspend is indicated in the above paragraphs, money will be moved as 

necessary to ensure that it is used to best effect and that a full claim can be submitted to Defra 
for their contribution.  
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3.12 If all the projects we are working on come off, or we decide that opportunities need to be taken 

this year whilst they are available, we would need to use approx. £25,000 of our £38,498 
reserves. At the current time however, with the AONB staff team one person short and the 
‘double whammy’ of savings on salary costs and less staff resource to develop projects, it is 
highly likely that the carry forward will be close to last year’s level, or maybe even higher. A 
significant amount of this has however been allocated in the proposed 2012/13 budget as shown 
in Appendix 5, in effect transferring projects from this year to next year and lessening the impact 
of the decline in the Defra and NYCC funding contributions. 

 
 
4.0 2012/13 
 
4.1 An estimate of anticipated expenditure during the next financial year is shown in Appendix 5. 

Although the anticipated level of graduated cut in Defra and NYCC funding is known for the 
forthcoming year, it will be late in this financial year before the exact position of all the local 
authorities is known. The use of variable amounts of our reserves could make a significant 
difference to the number of projects completed using our own in-house grant aid, as indicated in 
paragraph 3.12 above. 

 
4.2 Although the Single Pot arrangement means that strictly there is no longer any distinction 

between Core and Project budgets, those terms have been used in Appendix 5 to enable the JAC 
to see the split between Staff/Office costs and project work. It should however be noted that 
Defra will only fund a maximum of 75% of the Core Costs, and so this distinction must still be 
borne in mind during the budget-setting process. 

 
4.3 Staffing: 

 Staff costs are predicted to be largely comparable to the current year. Dependent upon 
arrangements following Liz Bassindale’s return from Maternity Leave, the costings include 
an increase of c.4 hours/wk at the AONB Officer level, to address the backlog of project 
and other work. This is currently seen as a temporary measure until 31st March 2013. 

 No inflation pay award has been factored-in. 
 
4.4 Office costs: 

 The running costs for the office have been reduced slightly in comparison to 2011/12. 
 
4.5 Partnership Running Costs: 

 An increase in budget provision compared to 2011/12, to reflect the anticipated attendance 
of the Chairman at the NAAONB Conference in York and the higher membership fee for 
the NAAONB from 1st April 2012 onwards. 

 
4.6 PR/Events/Research: 

 A broadly similar budget provision compared to 2011/12. 
 The AONB Newsletter and Annual Report will continue to be published and distributed – 

we feel that this is good value for money in keeping local residents and partner 
organisations informed of opportunities to become involved in AONB management. 

 A series of mountain bike guided leaflets are in the process of production. Should they 
reach the print stage, this will be colour copies of an in-house-produced leaflet. 

 
4.7 AONB Management Plan: 

 A nominal sum has been included for this, as the process of review will begin again in 
2013. 
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4.8 Sustainable Development Fund: 

 Based on known and potential projects, an allocation of £20,000 is proposed. 
 Two relatively significant projects are known of, although one may come forward for 

funding in 2011/12. 
 
4.9 AONB Enhancement: 

 An allocation of £22,750 has been made for Natural Environment Enhancement projects. 
 The budget for Historic Environment projects has been increased slightly, to £37,500. This 

reflects the number of projects we have in the pipeline, which may not get delivered in 
2011/12. 

 Both of these budgets are made possible by the use of £20,778 of Reserves (in essence 
moving expenditure from 2011/12 to 2012/13 due to staff resource issues), and 
consequently any reduction in activity would see the money returned to the Reserves for 
use in another year. We should however be trying to reduce our Reserves figure, which is 
why these allocations have been made. 

 By their very nature Historic Environment projects tend to be much more expensive than 
Natural Environment ones, so fewer are likely to be completed. 

 The current funding arrangement for the Native Woodland Development Officer post, with 
the costs now borne by the North York Moors National Park with a small contribution 
from the AONB JAC, is due to finish on 31st March 2012. It is unclear at this time what the 
future of this post is, or what any funding mechanism might be. A budget provision of 
£2,500 has been made, as this partnership provides good value for money and we should 
continue to buy into it if possible. 

 
4.10 Access/Recreation and Communities: 

 The budget for recreation management work, and for work with communities and 
volunteers, has been reduced to take into account anticipated demands. No major schemes 
are currently anticipated for 2012/13. 

 The provision for this budget heading also includes our contribution to the fifth year of the 
CAN DO Lime & Ice Project, which is principally funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund. 
The main activity for this year will be the continuation of the community archaeology 
project on Yearsley Moor, with interpretive material and trail routes being installed. 

 
4.11 Children and Young People’s Activities: 

 Budget provision has been made to continue running the popular programme of Junior 
Ranger Club days using our own resources. These will be run in partnership with the 
Castle Howard Arboretum, although if more money became available we would look to 
rotate them around the AONB villages again. 

 The Rural:Urban Schools Twinning project will have its second full year, with the large 
majority of funding coming from the Heritage Lottery Fund and LEADER Programme. 
£1,000 has been budgeted as our match-funding contribution. 

 
 
5.0 RECOMMENDATION 
 

It is recommended that: 
 

(a) The details of JAC expenditure during 2010/11 be received for information; 
 
(b) Partner authorities be asked to consider making financial contributions towards the work 

of the JAC in 2012/13, in line with Appendix 5 and section 4 of this report. 
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APPENDIX 1 

HOWARDIAN HILLS AONB 
 
INCOME AND EXPENDITURE 2010/11 
 
1. INCOME 2010/11     
      
 (a) BUDGET PROVISION Estimated 

(Oct. 2009) 
NE Bid 

(Dec. 2009) 
Final 

(Aug. 2010) 
Actual 

(Year end) 
     £ 
 Natural England 157,666 157,666 149,783 149,783 
 North Yorkshire County Council 39,930 39,030 39,400 42,690 
 Ryedale District Council 5,684 5,684 5,684 5,684 
 Hambleton District Council 5,800 5,800 5,800 5,800 
 Heritage Lottery Fund (in-year) 2,000 9,560 4,839 726 
 LEADER 0 9,560 2,661 908 
 CAN DO 2,000 2,000 13,000 11,500 
 FEP preparation fees 0 3,575 7,000 8,035 
 Forestry Commission 0 0 5,000 5,000 
 English Heritage 0 0 5,000 5,000 
 Donations 0 0 0 40 
 Brought forward [5,946] [5,946] [3,754] [3,754]
   
      
 (b) TOTAL (ESTIMATED) INCOME (219,026) (238,821) (241,921) 238,920 
  

 
    

2. EXPENDITURE 2010/11     
 (see Appendix 2 for full details)     
      
 Core Expenditure 

 
    

 (a) Staffing  97,276 96,377 95,237 94,471 
   
 (b) Office 15,450 15,575 14,225 16,498 
   
 (c) Partnership running costs 2,150 2,150 2,150 2,307 
   
 (d) PR, Events, Research, etc. 12,150 12,150 7,100 7,766 
   
 (e) Management Plan 0 0 0 0
   
 Project Expenditure 

 
 

 (f) Sustainable Development Fund 50,000 50,000 50,000 46,447 
   
 (g) AONB Enhancement (Natural 

environment) 
20,500 23,949

23,500 
19,710 

   
 (h) AONB Enhancement (Historic 

environment) 
11,000 11,000 32,009 38,306 

   
 (i) Enjoying the AONB 4,500 4,500 8,750 6,866 
      
 (j) Young People’s Activities 6,000 23,120 8,950 1,938 
      
      
 (k) TOTAL (ESTIMATED) 

EXPENDITURE 
(219,026) (238,821) (241,921) 234,309 
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3. 2010/11 INCOME AND EXPENDITURE STATEMENT 
     
  Income  Expenditure 
  £  £ 
 Brought forward from 2009/10 36,871 Expenditure 234,309
 Local Authority Partners 54,174 Balance c/f to 2011/12 37,802
 Natural England 149,783 Heritage Lottery Fund 

c/f to 2011/12 
21,950

 CAN DO 11,500  
 Heritage Lottery Fund (in-hand) 22,750  
 LEADER 908  
 Forestry Commission 5,000  
 English Heritage 5,000  
 FEP preparation fees 8,035  
 Donations 40  
    
  294,061  294,061
   

 
(All figures rounded to the nearest £)
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APPENDIX 2 

 
HOWARDIAN HILLS AONB 
 
 
CORE EXPENDITURE: 2010/11 
 
(a) Staffing (inc. Travelling, Subsistence, Training & Recruitment costs) 
 
AONB Manager 45,076
AONB Officer 38,129
AONB Assistant 11,266
 
TOTAL 94,471
 
Estimated 95,237
 
Underspend (-) / overspend (+) -766
 
 
(b) Office costs 
 
Rent/Service Charge & Insurance 7,127
Business Rates 1,759
Utilities (Electricity, water, oil, waste) 1,404
Cleaning 1,073
Telephones & internet 3,798
Photocopier 416
Furniture/equipment 13
Stationery 262
Postage 297
Miscellaneous 349
 
TOTAL 16,498
 
Estimated 14,225
 
Underspend (-) / overspend (+) +2,273
 
 
(c) Partnership running costs 
 
JAC Meetings & room hire 325
NAAONB (subs, Conference) 1,849
Miscellaneous 133
 
TOTAL 2,307
 
Estimated 2,150
 
Underspend (-) / overspend (+) +157
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(d) PR, Events, Research, etc.  
 
AONB Newsletter 2,457
Annual Report 991
AONB Website 60
Ryedale Show 333
Local information & interpretation material 2,974
Northern AONBs calendar 0
Miscellaneous 951
 
TOTAL 7,766
 
Estimated 7,100
 
Underspend (-) / overspend (+) +666
 
 
(e) Management Plan  
 
 0
 
TOTAL 0
 
Estimated 0
 
Underspend (-) / overspend (+) 0
 
 
 
PROJECT EXPENDITURE: 2010/11 
 
(f) Sustainable Development Fund  
 
Projects 43,447
Administration 3,000
 
TOTAL 46,447
 
Estimated 50,000
 
Underspend (-) / overspend (+) -3,553
 
 
(g) AONB Enhancement (Natural Environment) 
 
Native Woodland Development Project 2,500
Projects 17,210
 
TOTAL 19,710
 
Estimated 23,500
 
Underspend (-) / overspend (+) -3,790
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(h) AONB Enhancement (Historic environment) 
 
Projects 38,305
 
TOTAL 38,305
 
Estimated 32,009
 
Underspend (-) / overspend (+) +6,296
 
Please see Appendices 3 and 4 for full details of the projects completed under each of the 3 above programmes, 
together with their priority in the Action Programme of the Management Plan 
 
 
(i) Enjoying the AONB 
 
CAN DO Lime & Ice Project 2,500
Recreation management 3,612
Volunteer tasks, community work, miscellaneous 
projects 

754

 
TOTAL 6,866
 
Estimated 8,750
 
Underspend (-) / overspend (+) -1,884
 
 
(j) Young People’s Activities 
 
Junior Ranger Club 289
Schools Twinning 1,649
 
TOTAL 1,939
 
Estimated 8,950
 
Underspend (-) / overspend (+) -7,011
 
 
 
 

(k) TOTAL EXPENDITURE 2010/11 £234,309



 12

 
 

APPENDIX 5 
 
 
 
 2011/12 2012/13 
BUDGET ESTIMATES (August 2011)  
   
Core Costs  
Staffing 95,162 94,666 
Office 17,600 17,348 
Partnership running costs 2,150 2,950 
PR, Events, Research  5,100 5,350 
Management Plan 0 1,000 
  
Total Core Costs 120,012 121,314 
  
Project Costs  
Sustainable Development Fund 20,000 20,000 
AONB Enhancement – Natural 
Environment 

24,000 22,750 

AONB Enhancement – Historic 
Environment 

33,000 37,500 

Access/Recreation & Communities 
(inc Lime & Ice) 

8,000 5,000 

Young People’s activities 22,720 22,915 
Total Project Costs 107,720 108,165 
  
  
TOTAL COSTS 227,732 229,479 
  
FUNDING CONTRIBUTIONS  
North Yorks CC 40,290 37,870 
Ryedale DC 5,684 5,684 
Hambleton DC 5,800 5,800 
Defra 141,694 133,617 
Forestry Commission 0 0 
English Heritage 0 0 
FEP preparation fees 1,000 4,215 
Heritage Lottery Fund c.10,170 c.9,304 
LEADER c.10,550 c.12,211 
b/f  12,544 20,778 
  
TOTAL 227,732 229,479 
  
Projects b/f from 2010/11 38,498  
Projects c/f to 2013/14 c.23,000 
  
 



 APPENDIX 2 
 

 AONB PROJECTS 2010/2011  
 
1st April 2010 – 31st March 2011 
 
Projects that have received formal offers of assistance;  Completed projects. 
 
 
AONB Enhancement – Natural Environment 
 
 
 
 APPLICANT/ 

(CONTRACTOR) 

 
LOCATION 

 
 PROJECT 

 
 LOCAL 
 PRIORITY

 
OBJECTIVE 

 
 SCHEME 
 COST 

 
 JAC 
 ASSISTANCE 

~ AONB-wide Native Woodland Development Officer post - FW6.5 £32,360 £2,500 

RPS Group Ltd AONB-wide Digitisation of Phase 1 habitat survey maps - NE1.5 £6,650 £6,650 

       

J Butler Valley Farm, 
Grimston 

Repairing 3m of roadside stone wall Zone 1 
Landscape 

AG2.2 £260 £260 

M Marshall Bonnygate 
Lane, 
Grimstone 

Replanting 234m of gaps in roadside hedge Zone 1 
Landscape 

AG2.2 £1,150 £994 

(AONB Unit – 
Castle Howard) 

Brandsby/ 
Yearsley 

Spraying 510m of new roadside hedge Zone 1 
Landscape 

AG2.2 £85 £85 

       

(AONB Unit – 
Yorkshire Exmoor 
Pony Trust) 

Coulton (2), 
Cawton (2), 
Terrington (2), 
Bulmer 

Conservation grazing of 7 SINCs or other 
important sites 

Sites 1.59, 
1.60, 1.41, 
1.47, 1.66, 
1.20, 1.21 

NE5.1, NE6.1 £1,042 £649 

(NYCC Area 
Rangers) 

Piper Hill 
Plantation 
SINC 

Rhododendron & Western hemlock control Site 1.7 NE5.4 £500 - 

(NYCC Ranger + 
volunteer) 

Hildenley Clearance of vegetation from 2 quarry 
faces, to assist with educational activities 

- NE11.2, AP2 £300 - 



 
 
 APPLICANT/ 

(CONTRACTOR) 

 
LOCATION 

 
 PROJECT 

 
 LOCAL 
 PRIORITY

 
OBJECTIVE 

 
 SCHEME 
 COST 

 
 JAC 
 ASSISTANCE 

(AONB Unit – P 
Gospel) 

Cawton Bank Fence repairs & installation of stile Site 1.41 NE5.1 £95 £95 

(AONB Unit – P 
Gospel) 

Littledale 
SINC 

Modifications to water trough, etc Site 1.20 NE5.1 £129 £129 

(AONB Unit –  
Curlew 
Conservation 
Contractors) 

Wath Beck; 
Terrington - 
Howthorpe 

Cutting/pulling Himalayan balsam (3.5km) Inc. Site 
1.65 

NE8.2 £1,071 £1,071 

(AONB Unit – 
Countryside 
Services) 

Wath Beck; 
Howthorpe - 
Wath 

Cutting/pulling Himalayan balsam (2.3km) Inc. Site 
1.33 

NE8.2 £1,230 £1,230 

Wath Court 
Nursery 

Hovingham Bird feeder & bird box camera 
- 

NE10 £432 £272 

Mrs R Watson Ganthorpe  Planting 15 in-field/boundary trees Zones 3B & 
6 

Landscape 

NE4.4 £705 £705 

M Naylor Huttons Ambo Planting 5 in-field/boundary trees and 1 
copse (100 trees & shrubs) 

- NE4.4 £1,235 £485 

Mr & Mrs G 
McHarg 

Crambe Planting 23 in-field/boundary trees - NE4.4 £1,081 £1,081 

Mrs E Walker Yearsley  Planting 5 in-field/boundary trees - NE4.4 £235 £235 

D W Armitage & 
Sons 

High 
Stittenham  

Planting 10 in-field/boundary trees Zone 3B 
Landscape 

NE4.4 £470 £0 

(CSS) 

R Hall Terrington Planting 5 in-field/boundary trees and 1 
copse (27 trees & shrubs) 

Zone 3B 
Landscape 

NE4.4 £302 £242 (80%) 

M Cranfield Oulston Planting 1 copse (150 trees & shrubs) Zone 4C 
Landscape 

FW6.4 £375 £375 

(FWAG) Swathgill, 
Coulton 

Pond restoration advice and management 
plan 

- NE6.3, AG2.1 £700 £200 



 
 
 APPLICANT/ 

(CONTRACTOR) 

 
LOCATION 

 
 PROJECT 

 
 LOCAL 
 PRIORITY

 
OBJECTIVE 

 
 SCHEME 
 COST 

 
 JAC 
 ASSISTANCE 

Amotherby 
Churchyard 
Conservation 
Group 

Amotherby 
Churchyard 

Habitat management - NE3.1, NE5.4, 
NE10.1 

£200 £100 (50%) 

(AONB Unit – 
Basics Plus) 

Appleton-le-
Street 
Churchyard 
SINC 

Grassland management - NE5.1 £200 £100 

(AONB Volunteers) Grimston 
Moor SINC 

Removal of Western hemlock regeneration Site 1.1 NE5.4, AP3.1 £700 - 

P Johnson Terrington  Planting 25 in-field/boundary trees Zone 3B 
Landscape 

NE4.4 £1,175 £1,175 

(AONB Volunteers) Piper Hill 
Plantation 
SINC 

Rhododendron control Site 1.7 NE5.4, AP3.1 £1,000 - 

Huttons Ambo 
Churchyard group 

Huttons Ambo 
Churchyard 

Habitat management - NE3.1, NE5.4, 
NE10.1 

£60 £30 

(AONB Volunteers) Piper Hill 
Plantation 
SINC 

Rhododendron control Site 1.7 NE5.4, AP3.1 £700 - 

(NYCC Ranger + 
volunteers) 

Moorside 
Plantation 
SINC 

Rhododendron control Site 1.9 NE8.2, AP3.1 £300 - 

(AONB Volunteers) Grimston 
Moor SINC 

Removal of Western hemlock regeneration Site 1.1 NE5.4, AP3.1 £600 - 

(AONB Unit – J R 
Clifford & Sons) 

Various Management of 44 Special Interest Road 
Verges 

- NE5.3 £1,046 £1,046 



 
 
 APPLICANT/ 

(CONTRACTOR) 

 
LOCATION 

 
 PROJECT 

 
 LOCAL 
 PRIORITY

 
OBJECTIVE 

 
 SCHEME 
 COST 

 
 JAC 
 ASSISTANCE 

(AONB Volunteers) Piper Hill 
Plantation 
SINC 

Rhododendron control Site 1.7 NE5.4, AP3.1 £450 - 

(AONB Volunteers) Piper Hill 
Plantation 
SINC 

Rhododendron control Site 1.7 NE5.4, AP3.1 £550 - 

 
 
 
AONB Enhancement - Historic Environment 
 
 
 
 APPLICANT 

 
LOCATION 

 
 PROJECT 

 
 LOCAL 
 PRIORITY

 
OBJECTIVE 

 
 SCHEME 
 COST 

 
 JAC 
 ASSISTANCE 

(AONB Unit – P 
Gospel) 

City of Troy 
Maze, Dalby 

Regular maintenance Site 2.25 HE4.5 £156 £156 

(AONB Unit – P 
Gospel) 

Mileposts Regular maintenance Site 2.63 HE4.5, RT4.5  Included in cost of 
Gateway signs 

(AONB Unit – 
NYCC Ryedale 
Area) 

Mileposts Installing 3 posts in verges Site 2.63 HE4.5, RT4.5 £952 £952 

(AONB Unit – 
Castle Howard) 

Wiganthorpe 
Park, 
Scackleton 

Spraying scrub regrowth Site 2.92 HE4.5 £75 £75 

(AONB Unit – M 
Aconley) 

Wiganthorpe 
Park, 
Scackleton 

Re-building c.250m of Park wall Site 2.92 HE4.5 £4,290 £4,290 

Mrs L Howard Rose Cottage 
Farm, 
Terrington 

Re-building 22m of gaps in Park wall Site 2.92 HE4.5 £1,300 £650 (50%) 

Hovingham Estate Hovingham 
Bakery 

Restoration of weathervane and wind 
direction clock 

- HE4.5 £4,022 £1,207 

       



 APPLICANT/ 

(CONTRACTOR) 

LOCATION  PROJECT  LOCAL 
 PRIORITY

OBJECTIVE  SCHEME 
 COST 

 JAC 
 ASSISTANCE 

(AONB Unit – 
Bayes Tree 
Services) 

Lime kiln, 
Hildenley 

Removal of tree and shrub growth Site 2.49 HE4.5 £220 £220 

(AONB Unit – 
Bayes Tree 
Services) 

Ice house, 
Hildenley 

Removal of tree and shrub growth - HE4.5 £220 £220 

(AONB Unit – 
Bayes Tree 
Services) 

Lime kilns, 
Scar Wood, 
Gilling 

Removal of tree and shrub growth Site 2.50 HE4.5 £430 £430 

(AONB Unit – Sam 
Baxter) 

Lime kilns, 
Scar Wood, 
Gilling 

Consolidation of kilns – phase 1 (structural 
repairs and re-pointing) 

Site 2.50 HE4.5 c.£10,500 £9,840 

(AONB Unit – 
Southern Green 
Ltd) 

Gilling Castle 
Registered 
Park & 
Garden 

Preparation of a Conservation Management 
Plan 

Site 2.16 HE4.4 c.£18,000 £6,649 

(AONB Unit – P 
Gospel) 

Gateposts, 
Whitwell-on-
the-Hill 

Cutting back of hedge and ivy (Site 2.74) HE4.5 £90 £90 

Farming & Wildlife 
Advisory Group 

The Heights, 
Slingsby 

Orchard management training course Site 2.52 HE4.7 £1,701 £800 

(NYCC Ranger + 
volunteers) 

Lime kilns, 
Scar Wood, 
Gilling 

Sorting and stacking stone, prior to 
restoration works 

Site 2.50 HE4.5, AP3.1 £200 - 

 
 
 
 APPLICANT 

 
LOCATION 

 
 PROJECT 

 
 LOCAL 
 PRIORITY

 
OBJECTIVE 

 
 SCHEME 
 COST 

 
 JAC 
 ASSISTANCE 

P Tate Cawton Restoration of limekiln (Listed Building at 
Risk) 

Site 2.65 HE4.5 £4,742 £0 

(LEADER 
funded) 

(AONB Unit – 
David Bayes) 

Pond Farm, 
Crambe 

Removal of surrounding trees (Listed 
Building at Risk) 

Site 2.104 HE4.5 £1,850 £1,760 



 
 
Enjoying the AONB 
 
 
 
 APPLICANT 

 
LOCATION 

 
 PROJECT 

 
 LOCAL 
 PRIORITY

 
OBJECTIVE 

 
 SCHEME 
 COST 

 
 JAC 
 ASSISTANCE 

(AONB Unit – 
Basics Plus) 

Various Litter picking (5 visits) Sites 3.8, 
3.14, 3.19 

D3.5 £500 £500 

(AONB Unit – P 
Gospel) 

Gateway signs Strimming - AP1.1 £552 £552 

(NYCC) Caulkleys 
Bank, 
Nunnington 

Fill potholes in informal parking area Site 3.8 RA11.1 £200 £0 

Westow Parish 
Council 

Kirkham 
Priory 

Restoration/re-surfacing of car park Site 3.15 RA11.2 £4,112 £3,112 

- Various Volunteer effort on PRoW in the AONB 
(av. 4 people/week, every other week) 

- RA4.5, AP3.1 £5,200 - 

- Wath Volunteers task – path clearance - RA4.5, AP3.1 £100 - 

 
 
 APPLICANT 

 
LOCATION 

 
 PROJECT 

 
 LOCAL 
 PRIORITY

 
OBJECTIVE 

 
 SCHEME 
 COST 

 
 JAC 
 ASSISTANCE 

Slingsby Primary 
School 

Slingsby 
Primary 
School 

Create mosaic panel - AP2.3 £2,683 £631 

(AONB Unit – P 
Gospel) 

Brandsby Re-bedding stone and re-pointing sign 
plinth, Brandsby 

- RT4.5 £78 £78 

       

- Various Volunteer effort with Junior Ranger Club, 
Ryedale Show, guided walks, etc. 

- AP3.1 £1,850 - 

       

CAN DO Lime & 
Ice Project 

Project area 2010/11 contribution   £152,985 £2,500 



  
 

 SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT FUND GRANTS 2010/2011  
 
1st April 2010 – 31st March 2011 
 
Projects that have received formal offers of assistance;  Completed projects. 
 
 
 APPLICANT 

 
LOCATION 

 
 PROJECT 

 
 LOCAL 
 PRIORITY

 
OBJECTIVE 

 
 SCHEME 
 COST 

 
 SDF 
 ASSISTANCE 

Rural Action 
Yorkshire 

AONB-wide Community Planning, Engagement & 
Development Project (Year 2) 

- LC1 £34,000 

(Year 1) 

£20,000 

 

Orchards of 
Husthwaite 

Husthwaite Orchard development and apple processing 
equipment 

- NE10, HE4.5, 
SF2.4, LC1.5 

£12,259 £7,759 

The Arboretum 
Trust 

The 
Arboretum, 
Kew at Castle 
Howard 

Discovery Zone at the Wild about Wood 
festival 

- RA2.4, AP2.3 £50,355 £8,000 

Sustainability 4 
Yorkshire 

LEADER area Sustainable Communities project (1 of 
villages to be within HHAONB) 

- SF1, SF2.3, 
SF2.4 

£76,258 £5,000 

Swinton Parish 
Plan Group 

Swinton Establishing Village Newsletter - LC1.5 £486 £236 (50%) 

The Arboretum 
Trust 

The 
Arboretum, 
Kew at Castle 
Howard 

Outdoor classroom shelters and equipment 
for proposed Schools Visits Officer 
(LEADER funded) 

- AP2.3 £2,261 £1,000 

Slingsby 
Allotments Society 

Slingsby Creation of allotments - SF2.4, LC1.5, 
LC1.6 

£3,449 £1,452 

       

(AONB Unit – 
NYMNPA) 

 Administrative services 

 

- - £3,000 £3,000 

 



From:  Paul Jackson 
To: dm@ryedale.gov.uk 
Date:  20/05/2011 15:50 
Subject:  11/00319/HOUSE; Viewly Hill House, Grimston 
 
I apologise for the delay in submitting a response to these proposals. 
  
Although the main house is of no great antiquity, it does have a symmetry of form and a 
relatively traditional design. The northern elevation is the one generally most visible to external 
viewers, from both the B1363 and the Grimston Manor road. 
  
The redevelopment of the range of farm buildings, approved several years ago, will involve the 
creation of a glass wall and roof to cover a swimming pool. This however will be a relatively 'free-
standing' addition to the range of traditional buildings, which theoretically could be removed at 
some point in the future. It also forms part of a re-development that is clearly linked to, but 
separate from, the main farmhouse. 
  
The proposal to create a large, full-length, ground floor window/door will however significantly 
impact on the current facade of the farmhouse and involve an alteration that would in all 
likelihood be irreversible. Whilst the large glass window with an oak frame would match the 
proposed swimming pool extension, it would be significantly at odds with the current form of the 
farmhouse fenestration. Sadly I fear that it would give the impression of a very large modern 
opening inserted into a traditional-style building, with little sympathy for the current form. 
  
I therefore have strong reservations about the proposal and feel that it should be refused. 
  
  
Paul Jackson 
  
  
Paul Jackson 
Howardian Hills AONB Manager 
The Mews, Wath Court 
Hovingham 
York 
YO62 4NN 
 
Tel: 0845 034 9495 / NYCC Extn 6775 
Mob: 07715 009426 
Website: www.howardianhills.org.uk ( http://www.howardianhills.org.uk/ ) 
  

ITEM 9



From:  Paul Jackson 
To: dm@ryedale.gov.uk 
Date:  02/06/2011 17:31 
Subject:  11/00077/HOUSE; erection of single storey extension, West Mill House, 
Stittenham 
 
I have the following observations to make on this application: 
  
~ No spoil or waste material arising from the execution of these proposals should be disposed of 
on the adjacent land. This is of high historic value, being a well-preserved rigg-and-furrow 
cultivation pattern. This should be specified as a Condition, should consent be granted, as 
damage has occurred during previous phases of building work. 
  
  
Paul Jackson 
  
  
Paul Jackson 
Howardian Hills AONB Manager 
The Mews, Wath Court 
Hovingham 
York 
YO62 4NN 
 
Tel: 0845 034 9495 / NYCC Extn 6775 
Mob: 07715 009426 
Website: www.howardianhills.org.uk ( http://www.howardianhills.org.uk/ ) 
  



From:  Paul Jackson 
To: planning@hambleton.gov.uk 
CC: helen.laws@hambleton.gov.uk 
Date:  21/06/2011 16:43 
Subject:  11/00539/FUL; Construction of agricultural buildings, Water Hall, Crayke 
 
Dear Sirs 
  
I visited the site on 9th June and have the following comments to make: 
  
1) I have no objection to the size, scale or siting of the buildings (proposed and existing 
retrospective). 
  
2) The largest of the existing buildings in the yard is a dark-painted dutch barn, with side 
extensions. The dark colour of this makes it unobtrusive in the landscape. 
  
3) The existing (retrospective) building gives an indication of what the proposed new building 
would also look like, as it is identical in size and type/colour of materials. The AONB Unit received 
a complaint from one of its partner organisations about this building when it was erected, due to 
the white colour of the roof sheets and their significant impact on the AONB landscape. 
  
4) In line with comments that I have submitted recently in relation to new agricultural buildings 
at Rose Cottage (Crayke) and Cowling Pastures (Yearsley), the buildings must use a DARK grey 
colour for the roof sheeting (Anthracite Grey or similar) and the Yorkshire-boarded walls should 
be treated with a dark stain on their external faces. 
  
5) A Condition should be imposed specifying that the new building will be constructed with 
materials coloured as indicated above. Likewise, the Condition should require the after-treatment 
of the existing (retrospective) building to meet the same specification. Spray painting of the 
Yorkshire-boarded walls with a dark coloured stain will be required, whilst the Natural Grey roof 
sheets should either be replaced with Anthracite Grey ones, or the existing sheets should be 
sprayed with a MATT dark grey paint to change their colour. 
  
  
Paul Jackson 
  
  
  
  
Paul Jackson 
Howardian Hills AONB Manager 
The Mews, Wath Court 
Hovingham 
York 
YO62 4NN 
 
Tel: 0845 034 9495 / NYCC Extn 6775 
Mob: 07715 009426 
Website: www.howardianhills.org.uk ( http://www.howardianhills.org.uk/ ) 
  



   

The Mews, Wath Court 
Hovingham 
York 
North Yorkshire, YO62 4NN 
 
Tel: 0845 034 9495 
Email:  info@howardianhills.org.uk 
Website: www.howardianhills.org.uk  

 

Dear Sir 

 Contact:     Paul Jackson 
Chief Planning Officer  
Ryedale District Council My Reference:      3.1 
Ryedale House  
Malton Your Reference:     11/00443/FUL 
YO17 0HH  
 Date:     22nd June 2011 
 

 

 

 
Conversion of water storage reservoir to holiday let; Amotherby Lane, Amotherby 
 
I am responding on behalf of the Howardian Hills Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty Joint Advisory 
Committee to your consultation regarding the above proposal.   
 
I visited the site on 15th June and have the following comments to make: 
  

 The dilemma with this proposal is whether it's an innovative re-use of a redundant commercial 
structure, which would allow visitors to the AONB to experience the landscape at field-level, or 
whether it would turn into an unacceptable development in the open countryside that would 
adversely impact on the special qualities of the AONB. 

 
 Using the four criteria I usually assess proposals against, the primary consideration in this 

case is impact on the landscape. There is no intrinsic historic value to the structure; 
biodiversity would not be damaged; and recreation is clearly a reason for the proposed 
development. 

 
 I am of the view that the proposed development will introduce some new 'suburban' elements 

into the landscape at this location, but that many of the alterations will be hidden or screened. 
The insertion into the bank on the west side will not be seen from the road, whilst the insertion 
in the north bank will be screened by the proposed new roadside hedge. The solar panels, 
rooflights and sunpipes on the roof are likely to be visible in longer-distance views from the 
south, but will be screened/masked by the proposed 450mm-high roof-top bund, the existing 
roadside hedge (outside the application site) and the proposed new hedge and trees on the 
southern perimeter of the site. The screening effect will increase from the south as the site is 
approached, as the lane becomes more sunken. 

 
 The parking/turning area should be formed from native limestone chippings, rather than 

gravel, to reflect the underlying geology. An entrance to highway authority standard will be 
required – I recommend this be executed in tarmac with conservation kerbing in the Silver 
Grey colour. There will inevitably be some view of these new elements from the road, but the 
proposed roadside hedge and elevated nature of the site should help to minimise these. 

 
 The proposed screening planting of hedges and trees is not out of keeping with local 

landscape character but must consist of native species. 
 
 
Cont’d… 

mailto:info@howardianhills.org.uk
http://www.howardianhills.org.uk/


 
 
 

 Although it may be difficult, as much of the existing turf as possible should be retained or re-
used, as there is likely to be some remaining wild flower diversity in it. The adjacent roadside 
verges certainly have high levels of floristic diversity. 

 
 Any new electrical connection to the site must be underground. 

 
 The site is located a short distance from a blind bend, on a narrow single-track road that 

experiences significant volumes of commuter and local traffic (associated with Easthorpe 
Stud/Habton House racing stables). Large agricultural machinery also uses the lane on a 
regular basis. As such, the views of the highway authority must be sought (if they have not 
been forthcoming) before a Decision is made. 

 
 If approved, the success of this scheme depends upon a high standard of execution. It has not 

got off to a satisfactory start, with the unauthorised development currently on the site 
indicating that adherence to Conditions may well be an issue. Consequently, Approval of the 
proposals must carry some risk of additional unauthorised elements also being carried out. If 
the LPA is minded to approve this application, strict Conditions must therefore be imposed 
(and enforced) to ensure that it is completed in accordance with the submitted plans: 

 
o All Permitted Development Rights should be removed from the site, to prevent the 

erection of any other structures without prior permission. 
 
o The existing unauthorised caravan and fencing must be removed, whether this application 

is approved or not. This should be by swift Enforcement action if necessary. 
 

o Any indication that the Condition on Holiday Letting only is being breached should again 
result in Enforcement action. This should require the work detailed in these plans to be 
reversed and the site returned to its condition prior to the unauthorised residential 
occupation of the site. 

 
 
In conclusion, the AONB Joint Advisory Committee does not object to this application. It does 
however have serious reservations that the development will be in accordance with the submitted 
plans, given the unauthorised current occupation of the site. Should the plans be Approved, stringent 
Conditions must be imposed, and enforced in the strongest possible manner should that prove 
necessary. Any subsequent application to remove the Condition on Holiday Letting only will elicit an 
objection in the strongest terms from the AONB Committee. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
PAUL JACKSON 
AONB Manager 
Howardian Hills AONB Joint Advisory Committee 
 
 



From:  Paul Jackson 
To: planning@hambleton.gov.uk 
Date:  01/07/2011 16:04 
Subject:  11/01182/FUL: Alterations/extensions, etc, Stearsby Hagg Farm, Stearsby 
 
I have the following observation to make: 
  
~ Any external lighting associated with the development should be restricted to the curtilage of 
the property itself. Lighting along the access track would not be acceptable in this location. 
  
  
  
Paul Jackson 
  
  
Paul Jackson 
Howardian Hills AONB Manager 
The Mews, Wath Court 
Hovingham 
York 
YO62 4NN 
 
Tel: 0845 034 9495 / NYCC Extn 6775 
Mob: 07715 009426 
Website: www.howardianhills.org.uk ( http://www.howardianhills.org.uk/ ) 
  



From:  Paul Jackson 
To: dm@ryedale.gov.uk 
Date:  11/07/2011 12:28 
Subject:  11/00502/AGNOT: Deer Keepers Lodge, Hovingham 
 
I visited the site on 11th July and have the following observations to make: 
  
1) Location - the plan seems to show the new building in a location where there is already an 
existing dutch barn. I'm not sure therefore whether this is a replacement building or an additional 
one. I don't have a problem if it's an additional one, as this is an established farm yard area, but 
it would be useful to know. 
  
2) Roof - strongly support the use of dark grey roof sheets. 
  
3) Walls - the application form does not specify whether the wall sheeting comes right down to 
ground level or whether there are plinth panels/blockwork. Either way round, I'd like to see the 
walls also in a dark grey colour, whether that be dark grey sheeting only or dark grey sheeting + 
dark-coloured blockwork. 
  
  
Paul Jackson 
  
  
Paul Jackson 
Howardian Hills AONB Manager 
The Mews, Wath Court 
Hovingham 
York 
YO62 4NN 
 
Tel: 0845 034 9495 / NYCC Extn 6775 
Mob: 07715 009426 
Website: www.howardianhills.org.uk ( http://www.howardianhills.org.uk/ ) 
  



From:  Paul Jackson 
To: dm@ryedale.gov.uk 
Date:  11/07/2011 16:28 
Subject:  11/00498/73A: Non compliance with Conditions, Blackdale Farm, Coulton 
 
Although per se this is not an application that the AONB Committee would normally comment on, 
as it doesn't directly involve any new 'built development', the Blackdale Farm mill site is a 
substantial operation, of an industrial nature, within a nationally protected landscape. Its 
incremental development since the building of the original mill in 1998, and subsequent 
alterations to the local road network, have undoubtedly had an impact on the character of this 
particular part of the AONB. 
  
I should mention at this point that the Committee has enjoyed a good relationship with the 
applicant, working with them on materials colours for the latest storage building, the 
management of the woodland around the mill site and other projects on the applicant's land. We 
also do not wish to object to this application, which regularises a technical anomaly. 
  
There are however some points in the consultant's supporting statement that I think are slightly 
disingenuous and I think it is worth inputting what the AONB Committee said in response to 
previous applications, if only to re-iterate that this operation is taking place in an AONB and other 
national policies apply other than just those relating to economic development. 
  
1) In 1997, in response to the application to build the mill initially (for the applicant's sole use), 
the AONB Committee did not object but asked for a more substantial commitment from the 
applicant in relation to the woodland management plan. 
  
2) Again, no objections were raised in relation to the application in 2008 to enclose the feed bins, 
nor the 2009 application to construct the large general storage building. Comments were made 
on the colour of materials to be used, for both the side-panel sheeting and the blockwork plinth 
walls. Whilst of a lighter shade than we would ideally have wanted, we recognised that the visual 
coherence of the site could have been compromised if a variety of different shades of paint were 
used. We also recognised that the business had moved on since the initial 1997 application (for 
sole use). 
  
3) There seems to be a general presumption that any Conditions limiting production have been 
unwarranted. In the first paragraph of the Conclusion, the consultants imply that the Condition 
restricting the output of the mill to Ian Mosey-owned farms was on the recommendation of the 
planning officer alone. In a letter dated 26 June 1997 Paul Kerry (the planning consultant for the 
first application) stated: "The proposed mill will produce approximately 300 tonnes of feed per 
week, 140 tonnes to Blackdale Farm and 160 tonnes to other Ian Mosey Ltd farms in the district." 
The letter then went on to detail the anticipated level of traffic movements, in comparison to the 
level pertaining at the time. I would suggest that this sentence was intended to persuade the LPA 
to Approve the application, by inferring that this was a good 'self-sufficiency' operation for an 
enterprising local farmer and that traffic levels would be acceptable. I don't think it's 
unreasonable for that statement then to have transferred into a formal Condition, even without 
any formal input from the Highway Authority. I would also venture to suggest that it may have 
been a mechanism, the technicality of which could perhaps be debated, by which an application 
for a large industrial-style operation could be accommodated within the AONB. It is interesting to 
speculate whether the application would have been Approved initially if Paul Kerry had not laid 
out his supporting facts in the way that he did... 
  
4) Whilst the road improvement works have undoubtedly addressed issues over the years, they 
have introduced a strong suburban element in places. I would have preferred to have had more 



input to the process, but that is a gripe with the Highway Authority not the applicant, and the 
Highway Authority has acknowledged this. 
  
As indicated above, the AONB Committee does not wish to object to this application. We do 
however feel the need to put down a marker, to ensure that the national landscape importance 
of the AONB is taken into consideration alongside the economic justification. We will continue to 
work with the applicant on those aspects of the site on which it is appropriate for us to be 
involved, including any future proposals for new buildings. 
  
  
Paul Jackson 
  
  
  
  
  
Paul Jackson 
Howardian Hills AONB Manager 
The Mews, Wath Court 
Hovingham 
York 
YO62 4NN 
 
Tel: 0845 034 9495 / NYCC Extn 6775 
Mob: 07715 009426 
Website: www.howardianhills.org.uk ( http://www.howardianhills.org.uk/ ) 
  



From:  Paul Jackson 
To: Weatherstone, Erin 
Date:  10/08/2011 16:40 
Subject:  Re: Ampleforth Application  
 
Erin 
  
I know the property in question and had a look at the proposals yesterday as I was passing. 
  
I've always felt that this house is rather over-powering right on the roadside, and can see what 
you mean about the proposed extension, but I don't think it will have an impact such that I'd 
want to object to it. I think that the main bulk of the house is such a dominant feature that this 
extension won't make a significant amount of difference. 
  
What I'm not happy with though is the ridiculously ill-proportioned chimney on the extension. 
There may be a good technical reason why it is so tall, but it is out of proportion to not only the 
extension but also the main house.  This extension will work if it looks like 'a converted 
outhouse', but the chimney on an outhouse would be much shorter and in proportion. It may 
only seem like a small detail, but it's what jumped out at me from the plans immediately and it's 
what will make the extension much more noticeable because it's so incongruous. 
  
Hope this is of some help. 
  
  
Paul 
  
  
  
  
  
Paul Jackson 
Howardian Hills AONB Manager 
The Mews, Wath Court 
Hovingham 
York 
YO62 4NN 
 
Tel: 0845 034 9495 / NYCC Extn 6775 
Mob: 07715 009426 
Website: www.howardianhills.org.uk ( http://www.howardianhills.org.uk/ ) 
  
 
 
>>> Erin Weatherstone <erin.weatherstone@ryedale.gov.uk> 03/08/2011 11:14 >>> 
 
Dear Paul Jackson, 
  
Please can I have your views on the following application, Application No: 11/00754/HOUSE – 
Spring Cottage, Ampleforth, North Yorkshire, YO62  4DA.   
  
The site is located within the AONB just outside of Ampleforth Village. I have some concerns over 
the length and bulk of this extension as the location is directly on the main access road to 
Ampleforth. Due to the visibility off the road I believe this proposal would be somewhat 



dominant.  
  
I would appreciate any thoughts you have on this proposal and if you need any information 
please don’t hesitate to contact myself. 
  
Kind Regards, 
Erin Weatherstone 
Development Management Assistant 
Erin.weatherstone@ryedale.gov.uk  
  
 
 
Access your council services online, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week at www.ryedale.gov.uk  
 
This Email, and any attachments, may contain Protected or Restricted information and is 
intended solely for the individual to whom it is addressed. It may contain sensitive or protectively 
marked material and should be handled accordingly. If this Email has been misdirected, please 
notify the author immediately. If you are not the intended recipient you must not disclose, 
distribute, copy, print or rely on any of the information contained in it or attached, and all copies 
must be deleted immediately. Whilst we take reasonable steps to try to identify any software 
viruses, any attachments to this Email may nevertheless contain viruses which our anti-virus 
software has failed to identify. You should therefore carry out your own anti-virus checks before 
opening any documents. Ryedale District Council will not accept any liability for damage caused 
by computer viruses emanating from any attachment or other document supplied with this e-mail. 
All GCSx traffic may be subject to recording and / or monitoring in accordance with relevant 
legislation 



   

The Mews, Wath Court 
Hovingham 
York 
North Yorkshire, YO62 4NN 
 
Tel: 0845 034 9495 
Email:  info@howardianhills.org.uk 

 
 

Dear Sir 

 Contact:     Paul Jackson 
Chief Planning Officer  
Hambleton District Council My Reference:      3.1 
Civic Centre  
Stone Cross Your Reference:    11/01474-80/FUL 
Northallerton  
DL6 2UU Date:     12th August 2011 
 

 

 

 
Construction of agricultural livestock buildings; Zion Hill Farm, Crayke 
 
I am responding on behalf of the Howardian Hills Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty Joint Advisory 
Committee to your consultation regarding the above proposal.   
 
The 7 applications involve the erection of a covered midden and a number of buildings for the rearing 
of pigs. This response applies to all seven applications, as they relate to structures that will be 
perceived as a ‘whole site’ rather than individual buildings. 
 
I visited the site on 9th August and have the following comments to make: 
 
 Objective AG4.1 of the 2009 – 2014 AONB Management Plan states: “Support the construction 

of new farm buildings and infrastructure where these are appropriate in scale and use high 
standards of design, careful siting and good landscaping measures”. We judge all proposals 
against this policy, looking at potential impacts on the landscape, biodiversity, historic 
environment and recreation value both within the AONB and beyond its boundaries if appropriate. 

 
 Although this site is 500m outside the formal AONB boundary the landscape of small woods, 

trees and hedges is very similar in character to the landscape within the AONB. As such this 
would easily be perceived by an onlooker as being a ‘grading-out’ of the AONB into the 
significantly flatter and more open landscape of the Vale of York. Administrative boundaries need 
to follow defined features, but landscape character types often bleed into each other and this is 
an obvious example of that effect. 

 
 There are no known features of biodiversity or historic environment significance that would be 

affected by the proposed development. The principal comments therefore centre around the 
impact on the AONB landscape, and principally it’s use for recreation. 

 
 The site is overlooked by two significant vantage points that are well-used by walkers – the minor 

road to the north (from Brandsby towards Beckfield Farm); and from the public footpath along the 
northern edge of Crayke, near the top of the hill. The feed bins in particular will also be prominent 
when viewed from the Brandsby-Crayke road to the north. 

 
 
Cont’d… 



 
 
 It is accepted that modern new agricultural buildings, particularly ranges of buildings such as this, 

need to be developed in order for the UK’s agricultural industry to meet the increasing demands 
that are being made of it. The challenge is to incorporate these buildings successfully in the 
landscape, particularly where this is of national importance. 

 
 In relation to the appearance of the buildings: 

o The pre-application advice letter indicates that dark colours should be used for the roof 
and wall sheets. 

o Whilst a dark green colour has been specified for the walls, the proportions of the 
buildings are such that the surface area of the roofs will be by far the most significant 
visual aspect of the aggregated buildings. 

o Natural Grey is an unacceptable colour for the roof sheets. Recent consultation 
responses that we have made on applications for new agricultural buildings at Water 
Hall Farm and Rose Cottage (both at Crayke) and Mill Farm (Brandsby) have 
stipulated the need for dark-coloured roof sheets. The new building at Mill Farm has 
recently been completed and the Anthracite Grey roof sheets show how significantly 
reduced the visual impact can be. 

o P6 profile sheeting comes in a matt Anthracite Grey colour that is specifically designed 
for use in sensitive landscape situations. I am therefore at a loss to understand why, in 
the face of specific advice to use dark-coloured materials, the agent has persisted in 
the use of Natural Grey (white). 

 
 I also note that the Streetscene plan shows 10 feed bins, but that these are not mentioned on the 

applications and no colour of materials is given. In common with the roof sheets, I would want 
these to be of as dark a colour as possible. 

 
 In addition to the use of dark-coloured materials for the roof sheets and feed bins, I feel that 

some landscape planting (as suggested in the pre-application advice letter) would also be 
beneficial in integrating this large development into the landscape. A strip of native broadleaved 
planting along the hedge between Fields 5575 and 6485 (as shown on the Land Ownership map) 
would screen the site from views from the north and would also provide a backdrop in views from 
Crayke Hill to the south. 

 
 
In conclusion, whilst the AONB Committee is happy with the principle of the development, it has no 
option but to OBJECT to all seven applications due to the proposed colours of the roof materials and 
the lack of landscaping proposals. It is felt that these two factors mean that the development, as 
currently proposed, would have a significantly detrimental visual impact on the AONB landscape. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
PAUL JACKSON 
AONB Manager 
Howardian Hills AONB Joint Advisory Committee 
 
 



   

The Mews, Wath Court 
Hovingham 
York 
North Yorkshire, YO62 4NN 
 
Tel: 0845 034 9495 
Email:  info@howardianhills.org.uk 

 
 

Dear Sir 

 Contact:     Paul Jackson 
Chief Planning Officer  
Hambleton District Council My Reference:      3.1 
Civic Centre  
Stone Cross Your Reference:    11/01474-80/FUL 
Northallerton  
DL6 2UU Date:     31st August 2011 
 

 

 

 
Construction of agricultural livestock buildings; Zion Hill Farm, Crayke 
 
Further to my letter of 12th August, and following receipt of additional details/reports and materials 
amendments, I have the following comments to make: 
 
 Feed silos – I am satisfied with the translucent lightish green of the chosen silo design. 
 
 Roof colour –  
 

o I note the change to Anthracite Grey roof sheets, and this should be specified as a 
Condition should consent be granted. 

 
o As regards the costs of the change from Natural Grey to Anthracite Grey, I did some 

research into this several years ago and was informed that the roof sheets were the 
same price but the fittings (barge boards, ridge tiles, etc) were approximately 15% more 
expensive. I have re-checked this information, again with a well-known farm supply 
company who are a manufacturer-recommended supplier for P6 sheeting, who confirm 
the above prices. Their assessment was that a roof of Anthracite Grey would be 
approximately 5% more expensive overall. I would not necessarily wish to argue with the 
costs quoted by AM Warkup Ltd, but my information is different… 

 
o I would again point out that, in choosing this location to develop a new pig-rearing unit, 

the applicants will need to be mindful of any constraints prevailing upon that location. A 
consistency of approach is essential as recent, local, farmers at Rose Cottage and 
Water Hall Farms (Crayke) and Mill Farm (Brandsby) have recently developed, in some 
cases substantial, new buildings and have also used less-intrusive Anthracite Grey roof 
sheets. 

 
 Wildlife report – whilst I wouldn’t normally comment on species protection issues, I have just two 

minor observations to make. 
 

o I prefer making reference to the Howardian Hills National Character Area rather than the 
North York Moors and Hills Natural Area. The description contained in the latter is 
principally about the North York Moors, and  “… a large expanse of heather moorland” is 
a bit misleading for the Howardian Hills! 

 
 
Cont’d… 



 
 
 
o Paragraphs 5.3.3.4.1 and 5.3.3.4.2, repeated in the summary as 7.5.1 and 7.5.2, appear 

to be contradictory in the matter of barn owls. I assume that in 5.3.3.4.1 / 7.5.2 it should 
read  “… NO nesting birds were found in the buildings to be demolished”? 

 
 Tree planting scheme –  
 

o A tree planting scheme should be included as a Condition, should consent be granted. In 
order to do this a detailed scheme will need to be prepared and then approved as part of 
that consent. I am happy to meet the applicant/agent on site to discuss the specification of 
a tree planting scheme, for them to submit as part of the application or Discharge of 
Conditions. 

 
 
In conclusion, subject to the stipulation of Anthracite Grey roof sheets and a tree planting scheme as 
Conditions of a consent, we would be prepared to withdraw our previous Objection, as contained in 
my letter of 12th August. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
PAUL JACKSON 
AONB Manager 
Howardian Hills AONB Joint Advisory Committee 
 
 



From:  Paul Jackson 
To: planning@hambleton.gov.uk 
CC: helen.laws@hambleton.gov.uk 
Date:  14/09/2011 16:43 
Subject:  11/01536/FUL; Siting of 5 camping tents, Coxwold 
 
I visited the site on 9th August 2011, and subsequently spoke to the owner in relation to the 
drainage plan map. 
  
I have the following observations to make: 
  
# The proposal is well-screened within existing woodland. This will provide cover during the 
summer, and I note that the tents and other associated apparatus will be removed during the 
winter when the leaves are not on the trees. This should be a Condition if consent is granted. 
  
# I also note the additional areas of shrub planting, both to the east of the proposed solar panels 
and in between the tent pitches. This will provide not only screening but also additional habitat 
value. Nectar-bearing shrub species are particularly important in association with veteran trees 
(of which there are a significant number within Newburgh Park), as they provide feeding areas 
for the many specialist invertebrates associated with veteran trees. 
  
# The septic tank and drainage system is hydrologically separated from the Colley Broach Road 
Pasture Site of Importance for Nature Conservation (SINC), although the discharge from reed 
bed systems is usually of high quality and so therefore minimal in impact. One apparent anomaly 
has however been thrown-up by the Drainage Plan - the Design and Access Statement indicates 
a 6,000 litre septic tank, whilst the Drainage Plan indicates 250 gal (c.1,150 litres). I would 
imagine that the latter figure is more likely to be the correct one? 
  
# I do not consider that there will be any adverse impacts on the historic environment (even 
taking into account the Grade 2 Historic Park and Garden designation and the Grade 1 Listing of 
the Priory itself), nor on recreational enjoyment by the public in the vicinity of the development. 
  
In conclusion, this appears to be a well-thought-through proposal, targeting a relatively niche 
market but one that is appropriate to the location.  
  
  
Paul Jackson 
  
  
Paul Jackson 
Howardian Hills AONB Manager 
The Mews, Wath Court 
Hovingham 
York 
YO62 4NN 
 
Tel: 0845 034 9495 / NYCC Extn 6775 
Mob: 07715 009426 
Website: www.howardianhills.org.uk ( http://www.howardianhills.org.uk/ ) 
  
  



From:  Paul Jackson 
To: dm@ryedale.gov.uk 
Date:  24/10/2011 13:30 
Subject:  11/00922/HOUSE; Alteration to window, Woodcote, Coulton 
 
Although I'm very late in submitting comments on this application, I note that it hasn't been 
Determined yet. 
  
I had believed that I'd submitted comments on the original proposal, but on checking my files 
and the Ryedale DC website I see that I was mistaken. 
  
Whether vegetation to the east of the site has been cut back or not I'm unable to say, but the 2-
story extension can now be seen to have a dominant impact on the AONB landscape when 
viewed from the Hovingham road to the east. The large expanse of glass, with its reflections and 
heavy glazing bars, draws the eye immediately to it, as there are no other buildings of a similar 
design in the vicinity. In not submitting any comments it's clear that I under-estimated the visual 
impact that this development would have. 
  
Notwithstanding that, the issue in this application is a change of window style, from a small 
rectangular window to a large pointed one. 
  
The two issues to be considered are the cumulative impact of the large areas of glazing upon the 
AONB landscape, and the vernacular integrity of such a design of window. 
On the second point, such a design of window could not be considered to be within the 
vernacular style of an outbuilding typical of the Howardian Hills. As the garage was designed 
(and Approved) as such, then the change in window design compromises that integrity to an 
unacceptable level. As it has already been completed it enables accurate assessment of the 
proposal, and I feel that it is out of proportion to the building in which it is installed. 
  
As indicated, the amount of glazing contained in the extension now causes a significant visual 
intrusion in the AONB landscape - an impact that I didn't foresee. As such, even though this may 
be a minor alteration, it will nonetheless add to the intrusive effect of the glazing. As the visual 
impact is due to the area of glass, its glazing bars and its reflection, painting the woodwork a 
different colour would have a negligible effect on this impact. 
  
For that reason I recommend that the application be Refused. 
  
  
Paul Jackson 
  
  
  
  
  
  
Paul Jackson 
Howardian Hills AONB Manager 
The Mews, Wath Court 
Hovingham 
York 
YO62 4NN 
 
Tel: 0845 034 9495 / NYCC Extn 6775 



Mob: 07715 009426 
Website: www.howardianhills.org.uk ( http://www.howardianhills.org.uk/ ) 
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