ITEM 2

HOWARDIAN HILLS AREA OF OUTSTANDING NATURAL BEAUTY

JOINT ADVISORY COMMITTEE

The Minutes of the meeting held at Hovingham Vilage Hall on 3 November 2011,
commencing at 10.00 am.

PRESENT:-
North Yorkshire County Council: County Councillor Clare Wood in the Chair.

Ryedale District Council: Councillors John Hicks and Robert Wainwright.
Hambleton District Council: Councillor Christine Cookman.

North Yorkshire County Council: County Councillor Caroline Patmore.

Parish Councils: David Pontefract (Hambleton) and Gaynor De Barr (Ryedale).
Country Land and Business Association: Dorothy Fairburn.

National Farmers Union: Stephen Prest.

Ramblers Association: Geoff Eastwood.

Natural England: Eifion Jones and Nancy Stedman.

Officers:

Paul Jackson, Francesca Pert and Maggie Cochrane — Howardian Hills AONB.

Steve Loach (Secretary), Graham Megson and lan Fielding — North Yorkshire County
Council.

Paula Craddock — Ryedale District Council.

Graham Banks — Hambleton District Council.

COPIES OF ALL DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED ARE IN THE MINUTE BOOK

52. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

The Clerk was not aware of any apologies for absence having been submitted.
53. MINUTES
RESOLVED —
That the Minutes of the meeting held on 31 March 2011, having been previously
circulated, be taken as read and be confirmed and signed by the Chairman as a

correct record.

MATTERS ARISING

Minute Number 41 — Matters Arising — Retaining wall at Oulston Bank

The AONB Manager stated that a walling contractor would be assessing the issue
shortly and it was expected that a price would be provided for the repairs. County
Councillor Patmore emphasised that the situation required attending to as a matter of
urgency.



Page 2 — Minute Number 41 — Matters Arising — National Association for AONB's
(NAAONB) Activity

The new branding scheme had been incorporated into various items, following
discussion with the Chairman. The exact layouts of a new letterhead, Compliment
Slip etc had yet to be finalised.

Minute Number 44 — AONB Unit Activity

Paragraph two referred to the possible attendance of Ann Mcintosh MP at the annual
site visit in July. It was noted that she had attended briefly, but had been called away
on Parliamentary business.

Paragraph four — representatives of Hambleton and Ryedale District Councils had
taken the necessary steps to further promote the “litter pick” initiative for local towns
and villages.

Paragraph five — expanded details of the work of the Community Development
Officer at Rural Action North Yorkshire had been provided with this agenda, in
respect of the request expressed at the previous meeting.

Paragraph six — in terms of the planning application at Ampleforth (NB error in
original agenda papers — should have read Oswaldkirk) it was expected that the
planting for the landscape scheme would be taking place appropriately, this season.

Minute Number 45 — AONB Action Programme 2010/11

An item had been placed on the agenda to address the issues raised in relation to
renewable energy technologies, as requested at the previous meeting, however, the
AONB Manager had been unable to bring in an expert to talk on this matter.

Paragraph six — Susan Briggs had not been invited to attend today’s meeting to give
a presentation on ‘Encouraging Rural Businesses’, and, therefore, it was hoped that
this would be incorporated into a future meeting.

Minute Number 46 — AONB Business Plan and Action Programme 2011/12

Approval had been given to replace the finger post sign in Hovingham and that would
be carried out shortly.

Minute Number 48 — National Association for AONBs - Activity

The Secretary of State visited the AONB on 19 May 2011, but was unable to make
an extended visit, therefore an abbreviated itinerary was provided, giving views of
landscape conservation work, ocal community work and a tour of Hovingham.

Minute Number 49 — Development within the AONB

The AONB Manager stated that he had been unable to complete the basic design
guidance for new farm buildings as yet, but he hoped to address that in the near
future.

Minute Number 50 — Natural England

It was noted that the Shropshire Hills AONB was representing the AONB Family at a
forthcoming Natural England meeting, where loss of access payments in the Higher
Stewardship Scheme could be raised. Progress on lobbying would be reported to a
future meeting.
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54.

55.

AONB UNIT ACTIVITY

CONSIDERED —

The joint report of AONB Officers detailing their activities and progress achieved by
the Unit since the previous meeting in April 2011.

The Committee received a power point presentation of photographs of completed
and on going projects referred to in the report that included countryside management
works, community projects, volunteer activity and Junior Ranger Club days.

The patrticular issues highlighted included the following:-

o The development of “the Good Life” initiative which was being rolled
out into a number of other areas.

. Proposals to underground BT lines at Dalby in the near future.

. The provision of natural oak log seats to commemorate the 25"
anniversary of the AONB on the 19 October 2012. Work was taking
place alongside Castle Howard in respect of this. Dorothy Fairburn
suggested that the scheme could be expanded to ensure that 25
seats, one for each year, were provided to commemorate this
occasion.

. The feasibility of a project to reinstate the mausoleum at Castle
Howard had progressed sufficiently and was much less cost intensive
than had previously been thought. Further reports on the development
of the scheme would be brought to future meetings.

. Nationally the role of AONBs was being recognised by Government
and high profile figures, which assisted with the public’s perception of
the AONBs and their development.

RESOLVED -

@) That further consideration be given to the number of seats to be provided to
commemorate the 25" anniversary of the AONB, with a view to providing 25
seats; and

(b) That the report be noted.

AONB INDICATORS

CONSIDERED —

The report of the AONB Manager presenting performance data on the indicators
used to measure AONB Partnership performance.

The AONB Manager outlined how the performance indicator management data
was no longer a requirement for collection, but assisted with measuring how the
service was being provided. He stated that, should Members wish, he would
continue to update the performance indicator data and provide reports to future
meetings highlighting the facts collected.
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56.

Members indicated that if it was of no detriment to the AONB Manager and his
team, they would prefer to continue receiving the reports on the performance
indicator data at future meetings.

RESOLVED —

€) That performance indicator results continue to be provided to future meetings
of the Joint Advisory Committee; and

(b) That the performance indicator results in Appendix 1 of the report be noted.
PRESENTATION - RECENT GOVERNMENT POLICY INITIATIVES — NATURAL

ENVIRONMENT WHITE PAPER AND NATIONAL PLANNING POLICY
FRAMEWORK

The AONB Manager provided a presentation giving details of the following
government initiatives:-

Natural Environment White Paper.

National Planning Policy Framework.

Natural Environment White Paper — Briefing July 2011
The AONB Manager highlighted the following:-

Background to the White Paper.
Main Aims.

Protecting the Natural Environment.
Growing the Green Economy.
Reconnecting People.

EU Role.

Local Nature Partnerships.

Nature Improvement Areas.

Other Longer Term Issues.
Immediate Role.

National Planning Policy Framework

The AONB Manager highlighted the following:-

1,000 pages of guidance reduced to 52.

Local Plan led.

Favours sustainable development.

AONB Stature and Importance outlined.

Suggested amendments to be considered as part of the consultation
process.

The Chairman asked whether the AONB had responded to the consultation exercise
and the AONB Manager stated that this had been done through the National
Association for AONBSs, as that reflected the issues highlighted and the stance of the
Howardian Hills AONB.

RESOLVED -

That the details of the presentations be noted.
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57.

58.

PLANNING REGULATIONS FOR DOMESTIC RENEWABLE ENERGY
INSTALLATIONS IN THE AONB

The AONB Manager stated that following the issue having been raised at the
previous meeting of the Joint Advisory Committee details of the Planning Regulations
covering various types of domestic renewable energy installation in the AONB were
provided for Members information.

An appendix to the report provided details, however, it was noted that the situation
applicable from 1 December 2011 onwards was outlined as that was when a revised
General Permitted Development Order would come into effect. It was emphasised
that potential applicants should contact their local planning authority before
undertaking development to ensure compliance with the most up to date regulations.
Details on the relevant permissions required were highlighted for the following:-

Solar Panels.

Ground Source and Water Source heat pumps.

Flues for bio mass combined heat and power systems.
Air Source heat pumps.

Wind Turbines.

Listed Building and Conservation Area designations had an impact on what
development could be undertaken without planning permission. The AONB
designation only had an impact on domestic wind turbine installations. It was noted
that National Parks had the same status as AONBSs in the regulations.

It was noted that both and Hambleton and Ryedale District Councils might find the
table useful and Members suggested that this should be placed on their websites,
together with the AONB website, to ensure that the information was available, for all
who wished to undertake such development.

The National Association of AONBs had been consulted on the regulations
approximately three years ago and some of their suggestions had been included in
the revised GPDO.

Members discussed the issue of the erection of wind turbines and it was suggested
that the interpretation of planning policy guidance as to whether they could be
allowed or not was highly subjective. It was noted that Kent Downs AONB has
published guidance in relation to this matter, which had been requested from them,
but had not yet been received. It was suggested, therefore, that this issue be further
considered at a future meeting of the JAC. It was also suggested that air source heat
pumps be given further consideration at a future meeting.

RESOLVED —

0] That wind turbines and air source heat pumps be given further consideration
at future meetings of the JAC; and

(i) That the report and Appendix be noted.

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR AONB’S

The AONB Manger provided an oral report which updated Members on the activity
undertaken by the National Association for AONBs as follows:-

. Consultation on the National Planning Policy Framework.
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. Conference 2011 held in Cornwall.

- Presentation by Richard Benyon MP.

- Work with other national organisations.

- The Wildlife Trusts.

- Framework of agreements.

- Annual General Meeting.

- NAAAONB Strategic and Business Plans.

. Issues were still under discussion regarding the regional co-ordinators
and it was noted that once the discussions had been concluded an
EGM may be required, in order to amend subscription rates, or, if
more appropriate, the matter would be considered at the next AGM.
The stance of the Howardian Hills AONB was as stated at the
previous meeting.

. Consultation was underway in respect of the Rural Economic Growth
Review and AONBs had submitted extensive portfolios of projects in
response to this.

° Conference 2012 — this was to be held at York University and the
Howardian Hills AONB would be one of the co-hosts. This would be
an opportunity for the Howardian Hills AONB to promote its work and
raise its profile nationally. As a co-host it was asked that
representatives from the Committee and partner organisations put
themselves forward to attend the Conference. Assistance would also
be required in co-ordinating workshops and field trips. Members
asked whether there would be a significant cost to the AONB in co-
hosting the Conference and, in response, the AONB Manager stated
this would principally consist of staff time and delegate attendance
fees. Other costs would be under written by the National Association,
which in turn were met by delegate fees.

RESOLVED -
0] That delegates for the 2012 Conference, together with those able to provide
assistance for workshops and field trips, from Committee Members and

partner organisations, provide their availability to the AONB team; and

(i) That the information provided at the meeting be noted.

AONB BUDGET

CONSIDERED -

The report of the AONB Manager providing details of expenditure during 2011/12
and providing details for Members to consider the anticipated budgetary needs for
2012/13.

Details of the expenditure incurred during 2010/11 were outlined and although there
were some variations between the estimated and actual spends on a number of
budget heads, the overall profile of the budget showed an 0.8% underspend. It was
noted that excluded from the details were the Rural/Urban Schools Twinning project
as the claims/payment schedules did not easily fit into the standard financial year
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format. A full claim for the Natural England grant was submitted, under the single
pot arrangement.

Details of spending under the following budget heads were provided:-

staffing

office

partnership running costs
PR/events/research

Sustainable development fund

AONB enhancement — natural environment
AONB enhancement — historic environment
Enjoying the AONB

Young peoples activities

At the end of the financial year 2010/11 there was a carry forward into 2011/12 of

£38,498.

The AONB Manager set out details of the 2011/12 budget, highlighting the

following:-
[ )

The agreed budget for the year of £227,732

The budget did not include the balance of carry forward of £38,498,
although £12,544 had already been allocated, as detailed in the
report.

It was to early to make a reliable estimate of anticipated final
expenditure, however, the current figures for the year were provided
under the same budget headings as provided for the 2010/11 budget
(above)

It was anticipated that there would be a saving in salary costs of
approximately £4,400 due to Liz Bassindale being on maternity leave
for six months of the current year.

The single pot arrangement meant that Defra funding was spread
across nearly all the budget heads, but could be moved around as the
year went on.

Finally the AONB Manager highlighted the potential for 2012/13 budget, which was
highlighted in Appendix 5 to the report. He highlighted the following;-

The exact position of the anticipated level of graduated cut in Defra
and NYCC funding had yet to be provided exactly

The use of variable amounts of reserves could make a significant
difference to the number of projects completed.

Single pot arrangements meant that there was no longer distinction
between core and project budgets, however, those terms have been
retained to enable the JAC to see the split between staff/office costs
and project work.

Defra would only fund a maximum of 75% of the core costs, therefore,
the distinction must still be borne in mind when setting the budget.
Details of the potential budget under the budget heads as detailed for
2010/11 (above) were provided.

The Chairman emphasised that the exact position for 2012/13 was still in its early
days, with potential changes to that situation still to be taken account of.

RESOLVED —

€)) that the details of JAC expenditure during 2010/11 be received for
information; and
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60.

61.

(b) that Partner authorities be asked to consider making financial contributions
towards the work of the JAC in 2012/13, in line with Appendix 5 and section 4
of this report.

JAC PLANNING CONSULTATIONS

CONSIDERED -

The responses submitted by the AONB Manager to Hambleton and Ryedale District
Councils in respect of planning applications within the area of the AONB received
since the previous meeting. Results of applications already determined were
available upon request.

The AONB Manager stated that guidance documents for new agricultural buildings
had been sought from Kent and Shropshire to assist him in developing guidance for
the Howardian Hills for the use of local authority officers. It was emphasised that
this would not prevent the need for the local authority to contact the AONB for
comments and planning applications, but would assist them in their processes.

It was asked whether the response to planning applications, from the AONB team,
was as onerous as previously. The AONB Manager explained that although these
could be time consuming the experience he had gained in responding to such
matters assisted in making the process more efficient.

It was noted that there was nothing further to report following the public meeting in
respect of the pre-application process for the erection of wind turbines within sight of
the AONB at Wenby. It was noted that the application was currently being dealt with
by Hambleton District Council. It was noted that until a formal proposal came
through it was difficult to make a formal response, although it was useful to have the
information in advance of the formal plans.

RESOLVED —
That the responses attached to the agenda be noted.

REPORTS FROM PARTNER ORGANISATIONS — ORAL REPORTS

CONSIDERED -

North Yorkshire County Council

It was reported that a bid for Local Nature Partnership development funding of
£20,000 had been submitted. It was expected that they would be advised as to
whether they had been successful by the end of March 2012.

Natural England

Nancy Steadman stated that Natural England were developing a new role in respect
of their relationship with AONBs. Their participation in the future was likely to be
much changed and Natural England were unlikely to be involved in discussions on
budgets or memberships.

Country Land and Business Association

Dorothy Fairburn outlined a re-oganisation of the Association, from a Yorkshire to a
Northern Region, which meant that she would be relocating from Easingwold to
Scotch Corner. She also mentioned the importance of the Campaign for the Farmed
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Environment, details of the Common Agricultural Policy reforms and involvement in
the LEPs. She emphasised that a representative of the Association would continue
to attend JAC meetings, but it would not necessarily be her.

National Famers Union

Stephen Prest outlined how a review of the Common Agricultural Policy was
currently taking place. He also noted that the Farming and Wildlife Advisory Group
was currently facing financial problems and he asked whether the AONB would be in
a position to offer support to that Group. In response it was stated the sympathy of
the AONB was with FWAG and support would be offered where possible.

Ryedale District Council

Ryedale were hoping to publish the Local Development Framework shortly however
due to the launch of the National Planning Policy Framework publication of the Core
Strategy would not be put out to consultation until it had been amended accordingly.
A sites document would then follow that. It was noted that the importance of local
strategies being robust was being emphasised by national government.

Hambleton District Council

The Local Development Framework for Hambleton was already in place, with site
identification, and, although that was subject to a challenge through the Court of
Appeal, it was being used as the adopted plan. In terms of the forthcoming National
Planning Policy Framework it was noted that the Local Development Framework
could be submitted for a Certificate of Conformity and Hambleton were considering
doing that.

Ramblers Association

It was noted that the Chief Executive of the Ramblers Association would shortly be
stepping down from the position.

DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS

RESOLVED:

0] that the date of the annual site visit be Friday, 27 July 2012

(i) that the date and time of the next meeting of the Committee be Thursday, 5
April 2012, at 10am at a venue to be confirmed

(i) that the arrangements for the 2012 National Conference in York be provided
to Members of the JAC at the next meeting and that it be noted that this
would be held on 17-19 July 2012 at York University

The meeting concluded at 12 noon
SL/ALJ/ID
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ITEM 3

HOWARDIAN HILLS
AREA OF OUTSTANDING NATURAL BEAUTY
JOINT ADVISORY COMMITTEE
5 APRIL 2012

AONB UNIT ACTIVITY

PURPOSE OF REPORT

To receive details of the work areas and progress achieved by the AONB Unit since the
last meeting of the JAC.

SUMMARY OF PROGRESS ACHIEVED

Appendix 1 gives separate details of the meetings and site visits that have been carried out
by the AONB Manager, AONB Officer and AONB Assistant in the period 27" October
2011 to 27™ March 2012. Appendix 2 gives full details of the wide range of projects that
the AONB Project Fund has assisted during the year. Appendix 3 gives details of the
Consultations that the JAC has received during the year.

Countryside management work has been continuing, through the AONB Project Fund. The
main areas of work have been a number of significant hedge and wall restoration projects,
in-field and boundary tree planting schemes, and restoration of traditional direction signs
in the Hambleton area.

Volunteer activity has again been significant during the last six months. SINC management
tasks clearing rhododendron at Park Wood Fishponds SINC and Western hemlock at
Grimston Moor SINC have all attracted sustained high numbers of volunteers. Five task-
days have been held, with a further one clearing rhododendron completely from Boggs
Plantation SINC. Several volunteers have continued to come out with the local NYCC
Area Ranger, working in the AONB approximately every second week. They have
principally been carrying out Public Rights of Way maintenance work, but have also
helped with several other tasks where many pairs of hands were needed.

A December Junior Ranger Club was delivered, without the snow this time! Dates have
also been set for sessions in Easter, summer half-term and October 2012, with the activities
for Easter and the summer half-term in the advanced stages of planning. Full details of the
activities and attendance for the 2011/12 activity sessions are shown in Appendix 4.

Work on the Rural:Urban Schools Twinning project has progressed very well. The final
Year 1 visit was completed last November, with 3 Year 2 visits now also having been
completed. The remaining 13 Year 2 visits have been arranged, with thoughts now turning
to the Year 3 visits.

The RAY Community Projects Officer has continued to work with a number of local
communities to both prepare and implement Parish Plans. Two further ‘Good Life’ events,
at Amotherby and Gilling, are being planned for April/May. A full list of the work carried
out by the RAY officer in the AONB is attached as part of Appendix 1.

The number of planning applications and need for responses/advice has seen a spike in the
last couple of months, with a high number of schemes coming forward that have required a
response. Copies of the 10 planning consultation responses made since the last meeting of

the JAC are attached for information as part of Appendix 3.
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2.8

2.9

2.10

3.0

NAAONB work has principally involved planning for Conference 2012 in York, attending
a national Lead Officers meeting and attending seminars to learn about potential new
sources of funding that we may consider accessing in the future to support project work in
the AONB.

The Joint Advisory Committee’s annual budget is likely to be underspent this year by
approximately £19,000, although £12,500 of that was money allocated from reserves
brought forward from the previous year (making a £6,500 underspend on the year when
considered in isolation). This is principally due to the gap between Liz Bassindale going on
Maternity Leave in September and Francesca Pert starting in November. This is a crucial
time of the year for developing projects and approaching potential applicants, and the lack
of staff resource during that period has had a knock-on effect on the number of projects we
have been able to complete. Combined with that, we have not been able to make any
progress with restoration of the gate lodges at Howsham Hall, and the work at the
Mausoleum (mentioned at the autumn JAC meeting) has now been put on hold until the
Estate Conservation Management Plan has been updated. We have however developed a
number of schemes that are due to be completed in April, including chipping rhododendron
brash at Park Wood Fishponds SINC, and work will be starting on a major wall restoration
scheme near Brandsby. Other approaches for funding for hedge restoration and wall repairs
have also been received (including for Oulston Bank), and we plan to carry out more
restoration of traditional direction signs. With the reserves brought forward from 2010/11,
plus a further underspend this year of £6,500, the total predicted reserves for 2012/13 are
approximately £45,000. £20,000 of reserve has already been allocated within the 2012/13
budget, and with the number of potential projects coming forward we hope to achieve full
spend of this and therefore reduce the reserves to a more comfortable level.

A grant allocation proposal for 2012/13 was submitted to Defra in January. This included
the confirmed Defra contribution for 2012/13, which is in line with the progressive 5.4%
year-on-year reduction notified to us in December 2010. The interim claim for payment of
the 2011/12 grant was also submitted on schedule in January, and payment has been
received.

RECOMMENDATION

That the report be received for information.
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APPENDIX 1la

AONB MANAGER'S REPORT

27™ OCTOBER 2011 - 27" MARCH 2012

Planning application assessments.

Agreement to Defra.

MEETINGS

2" November - NYBAG meeting, York.
3" November — JAC meeting, Hovingham.
8" November — Discuss Mausoleum repairs,
Castle Howard.

11"™ November — Native Woodland
Development Officer Steering Group,
Helmsley.

15™ November — Schools Twinning update
meeting.

16™ November - Ian Fielding (WACS AD),

to discuss AONB management arrangements.

16™ November — River Rye Project meeting,
York.

18" November — Jeff Evans, NY Waste
Partnership — WACS partnerships quarterly
update.

23" November — Annual Action programme
team meeting.

29" November — Ranger Team 3 Local
Liaison Group, Helmsley.

30" November — NYCC Countryside Ranger
— plan 2012 volunteers tasks.

6™ December — Independent Panel on
Forestry visit to Castle Howard.

7" December — Budget monitoring meeting,
County Hall.

8" December — Core Partners Group.

8" December — SDF Steering Group.

15™ December — Revitalising the River Rye
project meeting.

16™ December — Cleveland Corrosion
Control, re restoration of traditional direction
signs.

20™ December — Appleton-le-Street Parish
Hall, re SDF for refurbishments.

12" January — NET meeting.

17" February — Revitalising the River Rye
project meeting.

Work during this period has principally consisted of:

Progressing projects for 2011/12 implementation.

12

Induction of Francesca Pert into the AONB Officer post.

Preparing and submitting the 2012/13 bid for funding to Defra.

Preparing and submitting the interim 2011/12 grant claim to Defra.

Finalising the wording, obtaining Local Authority signatures and submitting the Memorandum of

21% February — Lime and Ice Yearsley Moor
Archaeology Project interpretation plan.
22" February — Annual Action programme
team meeting.

22" February — Catchment Sensitive
Farming event for farmers, Helmsley.

23" February — NET meeting, County Hall.
24™ February — LNP meeting, County Hall.
28" February — LNP meeting, York.

8™ March — Core Partners Group.

14™ March — DPCR5 (electricity cable
undergrounding) Stakeholders Group,
Northallerton.

20™ March — Protected Landscapes
Monitoring workshop, Leeds.

23" March — Natural England liaison
meeting, York.

27" March — LEADER Support Group,
Helmsley.

Project update meetings with Liz and Mark
Antcliff.
Monthly AONB Team meetings.

NAAONB

8-9™ November — Northern AONBs Group
meeting, North Pennines.

9" November — Conf12 Steering Group,
North Pennines AONB.

1% December — future AONB funding
sources, Birmingham.

12" December — Conf12 Steering Group,
York.

7" February — Conf12 Steering Group, York.
23" February - Site visit to Helmsley Deer
Park, to plan Conferencel2 Field Trip.
28"-29™ February — Lead Officers’ meeting,
Birmingham.

19™ March — Conf12 Steering Group, York.



FUTURE MEETINGS

e 3" April - NET meeting.

e 5" April - JAC.

e 12" April - NYCC Construction Manual
meeting, County Hall.

e Rural Economy Growth Review potential
initiatives, Malton.

e 17" April - NYBAG, ??
18™ April — Hambleton BAP Steering Group.

e 19" April — Northern Powergrid
Stakeholders Meeting, York?

e 27" April — Revitalising the River Rye
project meeting.

e 30" April - AONB Partnership Group,
Appleton-le-Street.

e 3“May - NET meeting, County Hall.

e 22" May — RT3 Local Liaison Group,
Helmsley.

e 14" June — NET meeting.

e 21°'June — Core Partners Group

26" June - LEADER Support Group,

Helmsley.

24™ July — NET meeting, County Hall.

27" July — JAC site visit.

21° August — NET meeting.

5" September — DPCR5 meeting,

Northallerton.

e 25" September — LEADER Support Group,
Helmsley.

e 4™ October — NET meeting, County Hall.

e 25" October — JAC?

Monthly  project update meetings  with
Liz/Francesca and Mark Antcliff.

Monthly AONB Team meetings.

Quarterly — work programme team meeting.

FUTURE NAAONB

e 28" March — Funding seminar, Birmingham

e  Conference 2012 - planning and delivery.

e 17™-19" July - NAAONB Conference,
York.

e 20™-22"July - NAAONB stand at Game
Fair.

e 11" October - NAAONB AGM, London?

SITE VISITS

e 27" October — Discuss possible repairs
schedule for the Mausoleum, Castle Howard.

e 27" October — Bulmer churchyard (wall
repairs), Planning application site visits
(Whitwell-on-the-Hill, Huttons Ambo).

e 12" November - planning application site
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visit, Ampleforth.

24™ November — Traditional direction signs
in Hambleton area, with NYCC Highways
Inspector.

27" November — Planning application site
visit, Yearsley.

9" December — Tour of AONB/projects with
Francesca.

22" December — Management of Scheduled
Ancient Monuments, Yearsley.

23" December — Amotherby Lane SINC &
planning application visit at Swinton Lane.
17" January — Planning application site
meeting, Swinton.

7" February — Planning application site visits
x 2, Crayke.

10" February — Hedge planting project,
Grimstone.

9" March — Gilling Castle Park Pale tour.
9" March — Various projects in the
Grimstone/Yearsley area.

12™ March — meeting with contractor to
discuss chipping of cleared rhododendron,
Yearsley Moor.

12™ March — Planning application site visit,
Gilling.

FUTURE SITE VISITS

PROJECTS

Preparing for and induction of Francesca Pert
as AONB Officer Maternity Cover.

15™ December — Email system changeover —
Groupwise to Outlook.

Preparation and submission of 2012/13
grant proposal and work programme to
Defra.

Preparation and submission of interim
2011/12 grant claim to Defra.
Preparation, obtaining signatures and
submission of Memorandum of
Agreement to Defra.

Progression of various partnership initiatives
— LNP, rural tourism initiative, Revitalising
the River Rye.

Preparing April JAC papers.

SEE SEPARATE TABLE FOR LIST OF
PROJECTS GRANT AIDED

FUTURE PROJECTS




May — Preparation and submission of final
grant claim & reports to Defra.
Rationalisation of project files and
digitisation of JAC-funded work since 1997.
Preparing October JAC papers.

CONSULTATIONS

SEE SEPARATE TABLE FOR FULL
DETAILS OF CONSULTATIONS
RECEIVED.

COMMUNITIES

PROMOTION/PUBLICITY/
INTERPRETATION

Re-run of Radio York interviews at
Hovingham, Stonegrave, Cawton, Caulkleys
Bank and Castle Howard.

Christmas 2011 — Re-run of Countryfile
edition filmed in the Howardian Hills

FUTURE PROMOTION/PUBLICITY/
INTERPRETATION

Design of new NAAONB-branded
Howardian Hills stationery.

Preparation & publication of 2011/12 Annual
Report.

26™ July — Ryedale Show.
September/October — Preparation &
publication of AONB News 2012.

TRAINING

7" December — Outlook training, County
Hall.

6"- 7" March - NAAONB Woodland
Management event, Cranborne Chase &
West Wilts Downs AONB.

FUTURE TRAINING

Mandatory Equalities & Diversity training.

MISCELLANEQOUS
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1* November — Maggie Cochrane Appraisal
Review.

3" November — Appraisal Review.

13" January — Francesca Pert Appraisal.

28" - 30" December — Office Christmas shut-
down.

18™ January- 1% February — Annual Leave.

FUTURE MISCELLANEOUS

13" April — Appraisal.

April — Maggie Cochrane Appraisal.
April — Francesca Pert Appraisal.

Liz Keeping In Touch days

3" September — Liz Bassindale return to
work after Maternity Leave.




AONB OFFICER'S REPORT
14™ NOVEMBER TO 8™ DECEMBER

Some of my main duties since taking over from Liz Bassindale as AONB Officer have been:

¢ Rural:Urban School Twinning Project: An initial meeting was held with the Yorkshire Wildlife Trust
Project Officer and her line manager in order to meet each other, establish our roles and discuss an action plan
as both myself and the YWT Officer were new to our posts in November. The project officer and | have held
planning meetings in all 18 of the schools involved, talking to teachers in Hull, York and the AONB. We have
built on the AONBs partnership with Dr. Katherine Forsey at the Arboretum Trust to use the Arboretum as the
main host venue for round 2 activities. We have had 2 days in Hull scoping possible activities and venues
including Hull Museums, Fish Trail and East Park animal enclosure. In York we met with community coaches
at York City Football Club. I ran a volunteers training session at the Arboretum in February to prepare for
AONB activity days. Three round 2 visits have successfully been completed so far. Dates have been
confirmed with all remaining schools for their round 2 AONB visits. Urban exchange visit dates and activities
are very close to confirmation.

e Projects Fund: Initial familiarization with the current project repertoire. The majority of AONB projects
which were active when | came into post have been completed. Several grants have been processed for new
schemes, especially hedge planting schemes. A large stretch of dry stone wall in Scackleton has been repaired.
At Black Moor Plantation, near Brandsby, Arbortech Tree Specialists have cleared trees from a section of
roadside wall preparing it for reconstruction next year. Large hedging schemes include: hedging along the
roads around Firby; a section at Pond Farm, Crambe; Montreal Farm at Coulton; High Baxton Howe; Wass
Grange at Ampleforth and Ryebeck Farm at Grimston Moor. A new set of steps have been installed at Church
Farm, Stonegrave allowing direct access from the right of way into the corner of Stonegrave Minster
churchyard. Work has been completed at Amotherby Lane SINC to encourage growth of greater knapweed
and therefore, knapweed broomrape. Cutting of special interest verges has been carried out and work has
started on the 2012 summer Yorkshire Exmoor Pony grazing rota arrangements. VVolunteer work at Yearsley
Moor, Grimston Moor and Boggs Plantation has removed huge amounts of rhododendron and western
hemlock. There are a few projects to be rolled into next year’s fund as they did not happen, mainly due to
matters beyond our control.

o SDF 2011/ 2012: Grant offered for Swinton in Bloom for a village enhancement scheme which includes
planters, bee-friendly plants and a commemorative anvil. Scackleton Village Action Group have restored the
traditional phone box into a children’s book exchange. Barton le Willows Village hall refurbishment is
finished, AONB SDF paid for solid wall and loft insulation. Barton le Street village hall has completed
installing an SDF-funded wood burner and loft insulation; they are now re-decorating the hall. The Arboretum
Trust has acquired resources for a new School Visits Officer. We have worked with Sustrans to produce a
Ryedale Bike rides leaflet and have supplied photos to the designer and commented on drafts of the leaflet
throughout the process. One application (the Story Teller Brewery) was turned down at the steering group
meeting as it did not meet the SDF aims.

o SDF 2012/13 A grant has been offered to Appleton le Street village hall committee towards phase 2 of village
hall improvements. The sum offered will cover insulation for the hall (which is located in Amotherby).

¢ RAY and Rural Voice in the AONB: Regular up-date meetings re: parish plans and on-going projects. Two
Good Life events planned with Maggie Farey to be run at Gilling and Amotherby village halls.

¢ Publicity — Article in the NYCC Countryside Volunteers Newsletter.

¢ Volunteers: Three volunteer tasks managing rhododendron have taken place. Two at Park Wood Fish Ponds
SINC, Yearsley Moor and another at Boggs Plantation SINC, Newburgh Priory where we completely cleared
the woodland of rhododendron. VVolunteers are surveying rights of way condition. A volunteer training session
was held to bring them up to date with this years Schools Twinning Project activities. Junior Ranger Club
sessions, held at the Arboretum were also delivered in part by volunteers. Attended Volunteer feedback
session run by Dave Ranner, Volunteer Coordinator.

¢ Junior Ranger Club: Highly enjoyable and well attended Christmas and Easter sessions have been run in
conjunction with Kathryn Hardacre and Dr. Katherine Forsey at the Arbotetum Trust and volunteers.

-
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MEETINGS \

November 3" — Hovingham — JAC (attended
voluntarily)

November 15" — Hovingham — Twinning visits
project update/planning

November 17" — Northallerton -
Environment Team

— Hovingham — Annual Action Programme
November 21* - Howardian Hills AONB Unit
meeting

November 24™ — Northallerton — Road verges
NYBAG sub-group

November 25" - Hovingham — meeting to
update on Scackleton Phone box grant
application.

November 28" - Castle Howard Arboretum —
YWT — Twinning Project update

December 8th — Hovingham — Core Partners
December 8" — Hovingham — SDF Steering
Group meeting

December 12" — Malton — Development
Officers meeting

Weekly — Schools Twinning Updates and
planning meetings in schools

Fortnightly project update meetings with Paul
December 20" meeting with Nigella Ballard
about SDF for Appleton le Street Village Hall
January 10" — Hovingham — AONB Unit
meeting

January 11" - Amotherby — Schools Twinning
planning meeting

January 12" — Hovingham — NET meeting
January 16" — Hovingham — LEADER project
monitoring meeting Schools Twinning

January 20" — Dishforth — Waste and
Countryside Services away day

January 23" — Welburn & Hovingham -
Schools Twinning planning meetings

January 26™ — Moors Centre — SDF Panel
Meeting

January 26" — Slingsby — Schools Twinning
planning meeting

February 9™ — Hovingham — Liz Bassindale
keeping in touch meeting

February 9" — Sheriff Hutton — Schools
Twinning planning meeting

February 13" — Gilling — Good Life meeting
with Maggie Farey & Chris Pickles

February 14" — Arboretum — pre-visit with
Wansbeck school

February 15" — Robin Hoods Bay — Benedicte
Windle NEYGT

February 16™ — Hull — Schools twinning
planning meetings

February 21% — Hovingham — AONB Unit
meeting

February 22" — Hovingham — Action
Programme meeting

Natural

February 22" — Amotherby — Goodlife event
meeting with Maggie Farey & Nigella Ballard
February 22" — Malton — Meeting with Rupert
Douglas, Sustrans bike leaflet

February 23™ - York FC — Planning meeting
for Schools Twinning visit

February 24™ — Arboretum — Pre-visit meeting
for Schools Twinning with Education team &
Junior Ranger Club planning meeting
February 28™ — Welburn — Schools Twinning
Planning meeting

February 29" — Appleton le Street — Volunteer
work summary & feedback session

March 5" — Hovingham — projects update
meeting with Paul

March 5™ - Arboretum — Teacher pre-visit
March 8" — Hovingham - HHAONB core
partners meeting

March 9" — Helmsley — SDF panel meeting

[ )

e March 21% - Arboretum — Teacher pre-visit

e March 27" — Malton — Ryedale Development
Officers meeting

e March 27" - Arboretum — Teacher pre-visit

e April 3 — Hovingham — Natural Environment
Team meeting

FUTURE MEETINGS

e April 19" — Malton - Ryedale Biodiversity
Action Plan meeting

e April 25" — Hovingham — AONB Unit meeting

e April 30" — Appleton le Street — Partnership
Group meeting

e May 3™ — Northallerton — Natural Environment
Team meeting

e June 21% — Hovingham — HHAONB core
partners meeting

e Monthly - Howardian Hills AONB Unit meeting

e Monthly — SDF Steering Group Meetings

¢ Monthly - Project updates with Paul

o Approx every 6 weeks — Natural Environment

Team Meetings
Quarterly —work programme meeting with Paul
and Maggie

SITE VISITS
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November 22" — Wiganthorpe Park —
Parkland restoration / tree planting
December 9" General AONB
familiarisation with Paul

December 15" — Ampleforth — Wass Grange
hedge planting planning

December 16™ — Coulton — Montreal Farm
hedge scheme planning

site



December 19" — Yearsley Moor — Meeting with
Steve Green and Nick Short to plan 2012
volunteer tasks

December 22" — Four Acre Wood, Yearsley —
look at tree removal from round barrows
January 6" — Black Moor Plantation — roadside
wall restoration site visit

January 13" — Scackleton — Dry stone walling
January 18" - Black Moor Plantation —
Arbortech tree specialists — tree removal
planning

January 18" — Stonegrave Minster — checking
work in progress on new wooden steps into
churchyard

January 19™ — Black Moor Plantation — site
meeting with waller to discuss stone removal
January 25" — Gilling — Pond scheme final site
visit

January 31% — Amotherby — Amotherby Lane
SINC light enhancement cut planning
February 1% - Firby — Hedge planting scheme
February 15™ — Firby — Hedge planting site
visit with Highways officers & land agent
February 23" — Firby — Marking out hedge
planting scheme with Highways and land agent
February 28" — Amotherby Lane — Checking
tree / shrub thinning at SINC

March 1% — Wiganthorpe Park and Stonegrave
— Marking out tree planting locations with
Mark Antcliff

March 6™ - Pond Farm Crambe, discussing tree
planting with Mark Antcliffe and landowner
March 7" — Malton Street, Newburgh Priory, to
discuss hedge planting and wall at Oulston
March 19" — Firby — checking hedges and
putting HHAONB sign up

March 20" — Barton le Street Village Hall —
checking wood burner SDF project

e March 11™ - Grimston Moor — western
hemlock and rhododendron removal (FP not
present)

e March 25™ - Park Wood Fishponds SINC —
western hemlock and rhododendron removal

e March 30" - Planting of Greater Knapweed
plug plants at Amotherby Lane SINC

o SDF Projects — advice during delivery and
checking completed projects. Direct involvement
with the majority of those on separate table in the
form of advice on delivery/minor changes to
conditions.

SEE SEPARATE TABLE FOR FULL
DETAILS OF PLANNED/DELIVERED
PROJECTS.

FUTURE PROJECTS

e Working with the Yorkshire Exmoor Pony
Trust on summer grazing of important
grassland

e SDF Projects — advice during delivery and
checking completed projects. Direct involvement
with the majority of those on separate table in the
form of advice on delivery/minor changes to
conditions.

SEE SEPARATE TABLE FOR FULL
DETAILS OF PLANNED/DELIVERED
PROJECTS.

RECREATION/ACCESS

Ryedale Bike rides leaflet development in
conjunction with Sustrans

FUTURE SITE VISITS

Checking completed hedge and walling projects
at Firby, Scackleton and Pond Farm, Crambe.
Checking of completed SDF projects at
Scackleton, Swinton and Hovingham

Site visit with dry stone waller to Black Moor
Plantation

PROJECTS

November 27" — Park Wood Fishponds SINC —
rhododendron removal

January 15th — Park Wood Fishponds SINC -
rhododendron removal

February 26" - Boggs Plantation SINC -
rhododendron removal

FUTURE RECREATION/ACCESS

o Complete the three off-road cycle leaflets.

Met with Gilling and Amotherby village hall
representatives to discuss ‘Good Life’ events

FUTURE COMMUNITY WORK
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Build on links with schools, parishes and
community groups.

‘Good Life’ events to be held at Amotherby on
28" April and Gilling on 26™ May
Continue to build links with existing volunteer
schemes in the locality and to develop joint
tasks



PROMOTION/PUBLICITY/
INTERPRETATION

Content to NYCC Volunteer
Newsletter

Met with North East Yorkshire Geological
Trust to discuss interpretation of geology in
AONB and their involvement in education
projects

Press release via Sustrans promoting new

‘Ryedale Bike Rides’ leaflet.

supplied

FUTURE PUBLICITY/INTERPRETATION

Press release about Schools Twinning project
round 2 visits

Press-release with York Football
regarding Schools Twinning visits
Displays in community spaces about the
Schools Twinning project round 2 visits

Ideas for a circular walk focussing on
geological interpretation

Club

EDUCATIONAL/RAISING AWARENESS

December 21% — Arboretum — Winter Junior
Ranger Club

February 27" — Arboretum — Schools
Twinning Project volunteer training workshop
Schools Twinning Project development and
organisation

March 28" and 29" — Arboretum — 2" round
Schools Twinning events

FUTURE EDUCATION/AWARENESS

April 4" - Castle Howard Arboretum — Spring
Junior Ranger Club

5 Schools Twinning visits to Castle Howard
Arboretum to be delivered by the end of April
April 25" — Alne — evening talk to the Gardening
Club

April 27" - 1 Schools Twinning visit at Crayke
May to July - 8 Urban Schools Twinning Visits
June 8™ - Castle Howard Arboretum - Summer
Junior Ranger Club

Continue to develop projects with local schools
through working with them both in their school
grounds and on field-trips.

Developing the skills of the Volunteers on a
variety of tasks including ongoing PRoW
Condition Assessment Training, Community
Events and Habitat Management.

Continue to develop projects with local schools
through working with them both in their school
grounds and on field-trips.

Developing the skills of the Volunteers on a
variety of tasks including ongoing PRoW
Condition Assessment Training, Community
Events and Habitat Management.

1% December - NAAONB workshop — Raising
funds for AONB activities.

December 5™ and 6™ — First Aid at Work
requalification.

NAAONB online staff induction.

General AONB Office induction.

NYCC corporate induction training.

7" December — Outlook Training, County Hall
December 15th - Intro to Health and Safety
December 23rd - Equality and Diversity
December 23rd - Data Protection and Freedom
of Information

December 12th - DSE Assessment

February 1st - Voice Connect Training

FUTURE TRAINING

Annual leave/TOIL 12" — 16" March 2012

FUTURE MISCELLANEOUS

18

Annual leave booked 28" May — 5™ June 2012



AONB ASSISTANT’S REPORT
27 OCTOBER 2011 -23 MARCH 2012

My main duties over the period have been:

¢ Handling telephone and email enquiries to the Unit.

Assisting in induction process for new AONB Officer.

Liaising with YWT re Schools Twinning Project in interregnum of Project Officer and AONB Officer.
Planning, preparation and assisting with delivery for Junior Ranger Club session on 21 December.
Planning and preparation for Junior Ranger Club sessions on 4 April and 8 June.

Promoting CRC Farm Grant Scheme updates to local farmers and landowners.

Promoting Good Life events at Amotherby and Gilling East.

Assisting with planning for the NAAONB Conference 2012.

General admin tasks for the unit eg taking minutes, dealing with orders, invoices, post, both incoming and out,

file management.

Uploading and amending of text and information to website.

Dealing with IT issues.

MEETINGS

FUTURE SITE VISITS

3 Nov — JAC meeting, Hovingham V H

9 Nov - Conference 2012 steering group and
Northern Group meetings, Blanchland

15 Nov — Schools Twinning Project update
meeting with YWT

17 Nov — NET meeting, County Hall

23 Nov — AONB Action Programme meeting
7 Dec — JRC planning meeting with Arboretum
8 Dec - Core Partners’ Group meeting

12 Dec — NAAONB Conference 2012 steering
group meeting, York

12 Jan — NET meeting, Wath Court

20 Jan — Waste & Countryside Services
Workshop, Dishforth

7 Feb — NAAONB Conference 2012 steering
group meeting and site visit, University of York
22 Feb - AONB Action Programme meeting
24 Feb — JRC planning meeting, Arboretum

8 Mar — Core Partners’ Group meeting
Monthly AONB Unit meetings

FUTURE MEETINGS

3 Apr — NET meeting, Wath Court

5 Apr — JAC meeting, Oswaldkirk VH
21 June — Core Partners’ Group meeting
Monthly - HHAONB Unit meetings

SITE VISITS

14 Mar — Arboretum re SDF project (resources
for 2" outdoor classroom)

RECREATION/ACCESS

Continued supply of walks leaflets to local
shops/outlets (ongoing)
Technical support for volunteers undertaking
footpath condition surveys ie mapping and
data-inputting (ongoing)

FUTURE RECREATION/ACCESS

COMMUNITY WORK

Planning, preparation and delivery of Junior
Ranger Club session on 21 December
Planning and preparation for Junior Ranger
Club session on 4 April

29 Feb — NYCC and HHAONB Volunteers
annual meeting and feedback session,
Appleton-le-Street

Liaison with volunteers and Countryside
Ranger re volunteer projects

FUTURE COMMUNITY WORK

4 April — Assist with delivery of Junior
Ranger Club session




PROMOTION/PUBLICITY/
INTERPRETATION

Further development of Howardian Hills
AONB website and links with relevant
organisations

Involvement with re-design of HHAONB
stationery etc, incorporating Landscapes for
Life logo

Production of a leaflet promoting gardening
for wildlife and sustainability, to be
accessible from the HHAONB website
Promotion of Good Life events at Amotherby
and Gilling East

Production of flyers for JRC sessions

FUTURE PROMOTION/
PUBLICITY/INTERPRETATION

Planning for HHAONB stand at Ryedale Show
Continued distribution of HHAONB leaflet to
tourism outlets etc

Promotion of HHAONB Partnership Group
Meeting on 30 April

Liaison with YWT and volunteers to deliver
Schools Twinning Project
Planning of NAAONB Conference 2012

FUTURE EDUCATION/RAISING
AWARENESS

Assisting with delivery of NAAONB
Conference 2012

9 Nov - Northern Group presentations and site
visit, Blanchland

7 Dec — Microsoft Outlook training, County
Hall

23 Feb - Mandatory Diversity & Equalities e-
learning

FUTURE TRAINING

Assertiveness Training
Mandatory Customer Care course

MISCELLANEOUS

1 Nov — 6-monthly Appraisal review

20

14 Nov onwards — assisted with Francesca’s
induction

31 Jan — 2 Feb — Sick leave

6 Feb — 22 Mar - 6 additional days worked on
specific tasks eg review of project files,
production of wildlife gardening leaflet

FUTURE MISCELLANEOUS

1 -3 May — Annual leave
6 — 14 June — Annual leave




APPENDIX 1b

Howardian Hills Community Engagement: October 2011 - March 2012

Continuing to support Slingsby Village Design Statement.

Thornton Le Clay & Foston planning a Village Walk in May 2012 to launch their
Village Design Statement.

Attended Village Hall Conference at Hovingham on 6 October 2011.

Ryedale Rural Awards — Awards evening held in Terrington Village Hall on Friday
21 October 2011. Hovingham Market and Action Group were category winners
and Gilling East Village Hall received a special award. Slingsby Allotments were
Runners-up.

Village Hall Net-working meeting held at Hovingham Village Hall on 7 December
2011.

Working with HHAONB team to plan two more ‘Good Life’ Events; at Amotherby
Village Hall on Saturday 28 April 2012 and Gilling East Village Hall, both from
1pm to 4pm.

Helped to organise and attended Hovingham Community Awareness Event on
15 March 2012 at Hovingham Village Hall; in partnership with Parish Council,
NYCC and Environment Agency. Other organisations attending included Police
and RDC Community Safety Officer, Fire & Emergency Service, Rural Voice
Project, York Hospital Trust. Displayed HHAONB leaflets and information.
Ryedale LSP Delivery Group meeting - member for Community Engagement.

Attended Sustainable Development Panel Meetings.

On-going support to Parish Plan groups and Community groups and village halls
in the AONB.
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From: Paul Jackson

To: dm@ryedale.gov.uk

Date: 08/11/2011 14:37

Subject: 11/01059/ADV; Low Hutton Junction, A64

I vistted this site on 27th October, to refresh my memory after the previously Withdrawn
application.

Whilst T am naturally sympathetic to the aim of sustaining the economic viability of Malton, since
it is the gateway town for the Howardian Hills AONB, T have some strong concerns about the size
of the proposed sign.

My comments are therefore:

# Size of proposed sign. I had not actually measured-out the dimensions of the sign for the last
application, but having done s¢ now I have strong concerns about its size and visual impact. The
Low Hutton junction is already very cluttered with (in my view) excessive chevron signage. That
however Is all to the 'outside edge' of the AONB, i.e. if you look west then you look into fairly
unspoilt countryside in the AONB. I am concerned that a sign face 3.3m wide and 2.1m high will
not only add to the general clutter but will also be a visual intrusion extending now to the west of
the A64.

# In my response to the original application I indicated that the framework should be painted in
a green finish. This has not been taken on board by the applicant and, again, a galvanised
framework of that size would have a significant impact even when no banner was affixed.

When submitting comments that would support the Refusal of a proposal, I try to offer some
constructive alternative option. In this case however, much as I support the laudable aim of the
scheme, it is difficult to see where a sign of the size proposed could be satisfactorily sited so as
to address visual concerns but also serve its purpose of encouraging motorists to divert into
Malton. The old sign referred to in the application is still in fact in place, buried in the hawthorn
scrub. It is a fraction of the size of this proposed structure and, whilst accepting that marketing
has moved on since the 1980s, a more subtle approach than the one contained in this application
ought to be considered for the AONB.

Paul Jackson

Paul Jackson

Howardian Hills AONB Manager
The Mews, Wath Court
Hovingham

York

Y062 4NN

Tel: 0845 034 9495 / NYCC Extn 6775
Mob: 07715 009426
Website: www.howardianhills.org.uk ( http://www.howardianhills.org.uk/ )
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From: Paul Jackson

To: dm@ryedale.gov.uk

Date: 2171172011 11:24

Subject: 11/01038/FUL: Erection of calf pen and fean-to extension, Knoll Hill Farm,
Ampleforth

I visited the site on 12th November and have the following comments to make:
# As a general observation, the word 'Retrospective’ has applied to all the development that has

occurred at this site, which I don't think is helpful either to the applicant or to consultees, as it
makes the Development Control process less structured.

Calf pen

# 1 have no objections to the calf pen - it is a small building, with a low roofiine, clad with dark
green roof sheets and screened by the roadside hedge.

Lean-to extension

# The lean-to extension however, despite its small footprint, has a significant visual impact due
to the colour of the roof sheets and the shallow angle of the roof (which in effect increases the
viewed area of the roof).

# Checking back to the comments I submitted on the application in first 2003 and then 2006, I
note that I supported the erection of the original bullding (2003) but raised comments about the
colour of the roof sheets (2006). If my memory is correct, the roof sheets for the main building
were pre-used and therefore, even if they were originally Natural Grey, then they were already
significantly weathered when they were used for the 'new' building.

# The Deslgn and Access statement indicates that the new lean-to extension Is screened from
Carr Lane. Whilst this Is true if viewed from Carr Lane immediately north of the development site,
it is not true when the site is viewed from the western end of Ampleforth village, at approx. grid
ref SE 577788. Due to the long curve of Carr Lane, the view from the road at the top of the hill
at the western end of Ampleforth village looks straight onto the new extension, which stands out
due to the shallow angle of the roof and the contrasting colour of the roof sheets. I consider this
to be the principal viewpoint, with the new extension as a significant visual intrusion.

# The Design & Access Statement also indicates that the materials and colours of the extension
"are in accordance with the Howardian Hills suggested design criteria”. This is a
'misunderstanding' or ‘misinterpretation’' of what the AONB Management Plan actually says. On
p.69 of the Management Plan it states that "New farm buildings typically use modern industrial
designs and materials such as steel, concrete and corrugated fibre cement panels, It is usually
possible however to obtain these materials in colours that resemble the appearance of traditional
materials and which therefore integrate new buildings more comfortably into the landscape.”

The first sentence is a statement of fact, not a suggested design criteria. The second sentence
indicates that we would want to see these modern materials used in colours that integrate new
buildings into the landscape. The Objectives that follow these sentences state that the AONB
Committee will:

AG4.1 Support the construction of new farm buildings and infrastructure where these are
appropriate in scale and use high standards of design, careful siting and goed landscaping
measures.

AG4.2Produce basic guidance on the design, siting, colour of materials and landscaping for new
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farm buildings and infrastructure.

By "High standards of design” we would include the issue of colour of materials, which we plan to
give guidance on in the Design Guidance referred to in Objective AG4.2. This is in the process of
development but has not been published yet, It will set out the design principles that we expect
to see and will be the encapsulation of the responses that we currently give to planning
applications. We Supported the original building because it was small in scale, met an identified
agricultural need, and used sympathetic colours.

# What the Design Guidance WILL say is that we would expect all new agricultural building roofs
in the AONB to use dark-coloured roof sheeting wherever possible - dark green for box profile
steel sheeting or Anthracite Grey for fibre cement sheets. This is the standard that we would
expect in a nationally designated landscape and the Guidance will set down what has become our
standard response.

# In light of the above, I therefore feel that we must OBJECT to the proposal, Whilst the lean-to
extension is acceptable in principle, the use of light-coloured roof sheets creates an unacceptable
and significant visual intrusion in the AONB landscape.

Paul Jackson

Paul Jackson

Howardian Hills ACNB Manager
The Mews, Wath Court
Hovingham

York

Y062 4NN

Tel: 0845 034 9495 / NYCC Extn 6775
Mob: 07715 009426
Website: www.howardianhills.org.uk ( http://www.howardianhills.org.uk/ )
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From: Paul Jackson

To: dm@ryedale.gov.uk
Date: 29/11/2011 09:04
Subject: 11/01109/73A: Variation of Condition, West Newton Grange, Oswaldkirk

As a matter of principle we would generally support the provision of two dwelling houses for
active farms, in order to make their management more sustainable in the longer term. Wherever
possible the additional dwelling should be located at the farmstead itself, and ideally making use
of redundant traditional farm buildings.

In this case the development has already taken place and the application is seeking to widen the
scope of occupation.

We would wish to support this application.

Paul Jackson

Paul Jackson

Howardian Hills AONB Manager
The Mews, Wath Court
Hovingham

York

Y062 4NN

Tel: 0845 034 9495 / NYCC Extn 6775
Mob: 07715 009426
Website: www.howardianhills.org.uk ( http://www.howardianhills.org.uk/ )
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Howardian The Mews, Wath Court

Hovingham

. York
Hllls\< North Yorkshire, YO62 4NN

. Tel: 0845 034 9495
Area of Qutstanding Natural Beauty Email: info@howardianhills.org.uk

Contact: Paul Jackson
Chief Pianning Officer

Hambleton District Council My Reference: 3.1
Civic Centre
Stone Cross Your Reference: 11/02350/FUL
Northallerton
DL8 2UU Date: 7" December 2011
Dear Sir

Change of agricultural land to a touring caravan site; Redcar House, Yearsley

I am responding on behalf of the Howardian Hills Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty Joint Advisory
Committee to your consultation regarding the above proposal.

| visited the site on 27" November and have the following comments to make:

¢  Objective AG3 of the 2009-2014 AONB Management Plan states that the Joint Advisory
Committee will: “ENCOURAGE SUSTAINABLE ALTERNATIVE FARM ENTERPRISES THAT
CONSERVE AND ENHANCE THE SPECIAL QUALITIES OF THE AONB".
More specifically, Objective AG3.1 indicates that we will: “Adopt a positive approach to planning
control for appropriate farm diversification projects”.
| am taking the view that this application is a form of farm diversification.

¢ Objective RA1 of the Management Plan states that the Joint Advisory Committee will:
“ENCOURAGE SUSTAINABLE RECREATIONAL ACTIVITIES THAT DO NOT CONFLICT WITH
THE SPECIAL QUALITIES OF THE AONB”.
More specifically, Objective RA1.2 indicates that we will: “Use planning policies to encourage
appropriate recreational business developments”.

*  We judge all proposals against these policies, looking at potential impacts on the landscape,
biodiversity, historic environment and recreation value both within the AONB and beyond its
boundaries if appropriate. The supporting text in the Management Plan indicates that enterprises
that build on the distinctive character of the AONB are more likely to be both acceptable and
successful, whereas ones that are intrusive and create traffic problems for local communities are
not likely to be.

s There are a number of existing providers of camping/caravanning facilities in the AONB, ranging
from the large ‘mobile home' type facility at Coneysthorpe to 5-van Caravan Club Certificated
Locations on farms. In general these are relatively unobtrusive and provide a good range of
accommeodation for people wishing to visit the AONB and not stay in a hotel/B&B.

s The principle of a caravan site is therefore acceptable; the issue being whether one can be
incorporated satisfactorily into the AONB landscape at this particular location.

Cont'd...
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* In general | feel that the Supporting Statement lacks information on items that | would expect to
find on a modern caravan site of this size, including but not exclusively:

A hard-surfaced access road within the site.

Lighting.

Electric hook-up points.

A utility area for waste bins.

A chemical toilet emptying point.

There is also no indication as to whether there will be a seasonal opening period, or
whether the site will be in use year-round.

000 CoOo

[t may be that the application is solely for what it is at the minute — 15 concrete hardstandings in a
grass field — but clarification must be sought on these points. In comparison to recent applications
for camping sites at Skewsby and Newburgh, the detail is very sparse.

» The access to the site is via a single-track public road from Gilling village, with only a few passing
places and some blind bends. This is used by large agricultural machinery (particularly at peak
times of the year such as harvest), as well as by significant numbers of school parents travelling
between Ampleforth College and Gilling St Martins School. The width of the road belies the
amount of traffic that uses it at certain times of the day/year, and it should not be considered as a
quiet dead-end country lane. | note that no comments have been received to date from the
Highway Authority in relation to the issue of traffic volume on this road. As this aspect is an
important one for the proposal, with Gilling Parish Council having raised it as a concern, their
views (as the authoritative voice on this aspect of the application) must be sought and recorded
before a Decision is made. Any proposed additional passing places, or traffic management
measures, would need to be carefully and sympathetically implemented so as not to themselves
impact adversely on the character of the AONB.

* Asindicated by the response from NYCC Public Rights of Way section, a Public Footpath crosses
the site and would appear to be obstructed at at least one point if a caravan was present on the
relevant hardstanding. The site layout will therefore need amending to address this issue.

e Asindicated above, the principle of a caravan site at the proposed location is acceptable, and the
additional income to the local economy is to be welcomed. Certain specific details however would
need to be addressed before | was happy that the facility fitted sympathetically into the AONB
landscape:

o Clarification is needed on site infrastructure, as described above.

o Grasscrete or similar should be used for the hardstandings and any internal access
road, so that in the off-season the surface more closely resembles a grass field.

o The site layout should be amended — as many as possible of the & pitches near the
road should go along the woodland edge at the north of the site, and the spacing
should be adjusted to accommodate the Public Right of Way that crosses the row of
pitches at two points. The 5 pitches near the road are the ones that will be most visible
to users of the Public Footpath, and also the ones most overlooked from there (from a
users' point of view).

o Screening — treeplanting is needed at the western end of the site to bolster the existing
row of mature trees, and | would wish to see a belt of trees and shrubs along the side of
the access road/Public Footpath (or planting of a ‘centoured’ nature throughout the
whole site) in order to screen the caravans and create a more wooded setting. This
would link with the existing tree belt to the north of the site. Species already found on
the fringes of the site — oak, birch, hazel and holly — should be used and | believe that
this planting would both significantly enhance the visitor experience and provide both
substantial and ‘filtered view' screening.

Cont'd...

45




I am in two minds over our final recommendation. Whilst the AONB Committee is happy with the
principle of the development, and indeed supports measures that boost the local economy within the
AONB, the development is not acceptable in its current form.

The four points detailed immediately above, together with the potential impact of additional passing
places on the public road to Gilling (accepting that this is in the Ryedale District) need to be
addressed. it is felt that these factors mean that the development, as currently proposed, would have
a detrimental visual impact on the AONB landscape.

| do not feel that a full Objection would however be the appropriate way to proceed. The view of the
AONB Committee therefore is that we have serious reservations about the proposal, and would wish
to work with the applicant and Local Planning Authority on improvements to the design in order to
minimise its visual impact and create a high-quality but low key site worthy of the AONB location.

Yours sincerely

PAUL JACKSON
AONB Manager
Howardian Hills AONB Joint Advisory Committee
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Jackie Dawson

From: Paul Jackson

Sent: 09 March 2012 17:49

To: ‘planning@hambleton.gov.uk’

Cc: ‘Helen Laws'

Subject: 11/02350/FUL: Touring Caravan site, Redcar Farm

Further to the revised plans, as received by Hambleton District Council on 28th February:

# | will assume that the points made in my email of 10th February {in relation to the use of grasscrete for the
pitches, electric hook-up points and a Landscaping Condition) have all been incorporated and that the final issue for
resolution is the actual site layout.

# | am happy with the location of Pitches 2-4, as long as some landscaping measures {individual trees) can be
accommodated to the west of them, either within the application site itself or in the adjacent hedge/fence.

it Pitch 1 however will involve the felling of part of a copse, which although of minimal biodiversity value {being a
young plantation of mixed broadleaved and conifer species) does provide some important existing screening of the
site when viewed from the west. [ don't have an objection to removal of PART of the copse, but would not want to
see the full width removed in the vicinity of Pitch 1. A section of screening trees must be retained on the western
edge of the copse, even if much of the remainder of the width was felled. Due to the relative alignments of the
copse and the site access road, it would appear to be possible however to move Pitch 1 southwards a small way in
order to achieve this.

# Provided that the above two issues can be accommodated {i.e. screening to the western side of the site via new
tree planting and retention of parts of the copse) then | am happy with the revised layout.

Paul Jackson

Paul Jackson

Howardian Hills AONB Manager
The Mews, Wath Court
Hovingham

York

YO62 4NN

Tel: 0845 034 9495 / NYCC ext 6775
Mob: 07715 009426
Web: www.howardianhills.org.uk

HOWARDIAN
Landscapes  J Howaro

forlife 4§ oncotine
Lorg.uk AONB family
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Jackie Dawson

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Helen

Paul Jackson

10 February 2012 16:46

'Helen Laws'

11/02350/FUL: Touring caravan site, Redcar Farm, Yearsley

| visited the site on 4th February to assess the revised [ayout plan and now have the following comments to make:

¢ The revised layout removes the 5 pitches from adjacent to the access road/public footpath, which would
have been the most visually intrusive. It also now avoids the public footpath across the field, and creates
two clear areas where landscaping could be installed. | am therefore happy with the revised layout.

¢ The applicant's revised proposal mentions the use of grasscrete for the spine access road on the site.
Grasscrete must also be used for the pitches themselves, and this should be specified as a Condition.

s Electric hook-up points generally are low-level anyway, but the support structures and installations should
be non-obtrusive, dark, colours where possible.

¢ Alandscaping Condition should be placed on any Consent that is issued, and | would wish to submit
comments when such a condition was discharged. | believe that the addition of landscaping to both the west
and south of the site, in the two clear areas created by the revised layout, will bring significant benefits to
both the ambience of the site and it's integration into the landscape.

In conclusion, and subject to the comments above, | am happy with the revisions as presented.

Paul Jackson

Howardian Hills AONB Manager

The Mews, Wath Court
Hovingham

York

Y062 4NN

Tel: 0845 034 9495 / NYCC ext 6775

Mob: 07715 009426

Web: www.howardianhills.org.uk

Landscapes  J Howaromn

~ . HILLS
forlife "} oncorine
orguk AONB lamHy
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Jackie Dawson

From: Paul Jackson

Sent: 23 December 2011 17:29

To: 'dm@ryedale.gov.uk’

Subject: 11/01342/AGNOT; Erection of grain store, Land at Swinton

| made a quick site visit today and, whilst feeling that this site could satisfactorily accommodate a farm building,
there are aspects of the application that I'm unhappy with:

1) 0.5 square metres below the threshold at which full planning permission would be required. | somehow don't
believe that a farm building can be erected to within a 0.1% tolerance in the dimensions.

2) The roof sheets must be Anthracite Grey in colour, not Natural Grey (which is in effect white).

3) | feel that some relatively small element of landscaping should be included, to screen what | presume will be the
white-coloured grain walling.

This is only a very brief holding reply - I'd like to have a site meeting with the applicant/agent to see precisely how
the building will fit into the contours of the site {i.e. the amount of cut-and-fill needed), and to discuss materials

colour and landscaping.

| don't however feel that the issues can be satisfactorily dealt with via an AGNOT. Prior Approval at the very least
should be required, whilst the closeness to the 465 square metre threshold is making me feel that it ought to be
scrutinised in the same way as a full planning application, even if ultimately the decision is via the AGNOT/Prior

Approval mechanism.

Paul Jackson

Paul Jackson

Howardian Hills AONB Manager
The Mews, Wath Court
Hovingham

York

Y062 4NN

Tel: 0845 034 9495
Moh: 07715 009426
Web: www.howardianhills.org.uk

Landscapes HOWARDIAN

forlife g owarve
Orguk AUNB family




Jackie Dawson

. -]

From: Paul Jackson

Sent: 13 February 2012 15:31

To: ‘planning@hambleton.gov.uk’

Cc: 'Helen Laws'

Subject: 11/02736/FUL; Construction of a building to house a grain drier; Rose Cottage,
Crayke

Although on my first look at this application [ felt that no comments needed to be submitted from an AONB
perspective, the strength of local feeling as communicated to me has necessitated a second appraisal.

[ visited the site on 7th February and have the following comments to make:

# When approaching from Easingwold, views to Crayke Castle will be almost completely lost by the construction of
the new building (in combination with the recently constructed grain stores). However, once past Rose Cottage (and
to the road junction that forms the AONB boundary), the views of the Castle and into the AONB are uninterrupted
and unaffected.

# When viewed from the layby/seat adjacent to Crayke Castle the new building will add to the bulk of the Rose
Cottage site, but it is at a lower elevation and therefore more easily mitigated by landscape planting.

# It is important to realise that, large though this particular building would be, and rapid as the development of the
Rose Cottage site has been, it is in a location (just) outside the AONB boundary and more importantly in one that is
potentially better able to be integrated into the AONB landscape and adjacent area. The (albeit probably theoretical)
alternative site of Mount Pleasant is located within the AONB and at a higher elevation, potentially making the
impact of any new buildings more significant and landscaping harder to achieve.

# 1 do not therefore wish to object to the proposal, but | do feel that more substantial landscaping is essential and
that the species mix needs to be amended to create a better screen. In that respect | have noted the visual effect of
the copse next to Rookery House immediately to the north of the application site, and that is the effect that needs
to be replicated. Amendments needed are therefore:

e A significant increase in the width of the planting strip. | currently estimate it as 10m (which would equate
to 4-5 rows of trees)} - it needs to be a minimum of 20m.

e |t should also extend, at that 20m width, along the north side of the new grain stores and also down the
eastern side as well. This is to ensure that views of the taller building are screened from the Crayke -
Easingwold road when travelling west.

* Species - | am unclear as to what is meant by 'common white birch', given that silver birch is what would
normally be considered the common birch. Aside from that, all the proposed new screening belts should
also include sycamore and pedunculate oak (Quercus robur), in order to give tall, dense-foliaged trees in the
fonger term.

¢ | believe that the approval for the storage building {10/02961/FUL) included the proposal to replant the
roadside hedge to the south east of Rose Cottage {as per the plan, not the letter). This should be actioned
this season (I note that the triangular sheiterbelt appears to already be planted). Although | only took these
details in on a slow drive-by, rather than stopping for a closer inspection, it did appear that a new hedge had
been planted to the west of the yard, as well as the triangular shelterbelt. The new hedge however
appeared to be of Leylandii, in common with the existing hedge, which clearly would not be acceptable in
landscape terms - native species only should be used.

# Other comments as submitted by local people have been in relation to neighbour issues and heavy vehicle

movements in Easingwold. These are not matters that we feel able to comment on specifically and would therefore
defer to the Highway Authority and District Council for views on these matters.
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Paul Jackson

Paul Jackson

Howardian Hills AONB Manager
The Mews, Wath Court
Hovingham

York

YO62 4NN

Tel: 0845 034 9495 / NYCC ext 6775
Mob: 07715 009426
Web: www.howardianhills.org.uk

Landscapes

for Ilfe
Ofg.uk
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Jackie Dawson

|
From: Paul Jackson
Sent: 13 February 2012 14:31
To: 'planning@hambleton.gov.uk’
Cc: 'Helen Laws’
Subject: 12/00101/Ful; Alterations & extensions to existing dwelling, Kirkhills, Yearsley

[ visited the site on 7th february and, whilst | don't wish to object to the scheme overall, | have the following
comments to make:

# As the existing roadside hedge consists of native species, having been the original field hedge | suspect, any new or
replanted/supplemented hedging must alse use native species.

# | don't object to the principle of creating a level drive into the courtyard, but | do strongly object to the principle of
using an additional section of the roadside verge as a hardstanding for the use of "delivery vehicles, post, etc". The
courtyard is of a perfectly adequate size to allow delivery vehicles to service the property, since it will need to
service a double garage. If the applicant wishes to install security gating that prevents access by delivery vehicles,
then that is an issue that he will need to address without turning part of the verge into a hardstanding area. The
splay will need to be constructed to Highway Authority specifications anyway, which in itself will allow space for
delivery vehicles to park if necessary.

# The splay of the new access drive will need to be kerbed - this should be done using Harvest Buff conservation
kerbing, not standard grey concrete kerhing.

Paul Jackson

Paul Jackson

Howardian Hills AOCNB Manager
The Mews, Wath Court
Hovingham

York

YO62 4NN

Tel: 0845 034 9495 / NYCC ext 6775
Moh: 07715 009426
Web: www.howardianhills.org.uk

Landscapes HOWARDIAN

forlife % oncotine
org.uk AONE famnily




Jackie Dawson

|
From: dm@ryedale.gov.uk
Sent: 21 February 2012 12:37
To: Paul Jackson
Subject: Consultee Comments for Planning Application 12/00137/AGNOT

Mr Paul Jackson,
You have been sent this email because you or somebody else has submitted a consultee comment on a
Planning Application to your local authority using your email address. A summary of your comments is
provided below.

Comments were submitted at 12:36 PM on 21 Feb 2012 from paul.jackson@northyorks.gov.uk.

Application Summary

Reference: 12/00137/AGNOT

Address: Sundial Farm Main Street Cawton Helmsley YO62 4LW
Proposal: Erection of agricultural grain store

Case Officer: Edward Senior

Click for further information

Comments Details

I visited the site on 18th February and have the following
comments to make: 1) The main public viewpoints for the
new building will be from the minor road to the
south/west and from the B1257 to the north. The two
existing recent buildings are visible from the B1257 and
Public Rights of Way on Caulkleys Bank to the north, and
this proposed building will add to the massing of what will
become quite a substantial collection of large buildings.
2} The location is acceptable, being tucked between two
other new farm bulldings and in line with the edge of the
general storage building that was constructed at Sundial
Farm several years ago. 3) BS12B29 is a good colour for
the profile sheeting on the walls, being dark in colour and
similar to the cladding of the building to the east. 4) The
roof sheets must however be Anthracite Grey in colour,
Comments: not Natural Grey (which is in effect white when viewed at
a shallow angle). Suggested options are Farmscape
Anthracite Grey fibre cement sheeting; colour BS18B27
{which is a dark grey); or RAL 7016 (Anthracite). These
dark colours will achieve the natural weathering effect
seen on Natural Grey sheets after 15-20 years, but
immediately. In the nationally protected landscape of the
AONB we would expect this to be the default colour of
roof sheets. 3) The concrete panels to the side walls will
be the white-coloured grain walling. This should not be an
issue when viewed beyond the farm yard from the south,
but is again likely to be visible from the north. I would
therefore like to see a narrow belt of shrubs and smaller
trees planted along the northern side of the proposed
building, consisting of species such as hawthorn, hazel,
birch and rowan. In conclusion, I have no objection to the

i
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construction of the building subject to the change of roof
sheet colour and the addition of some landscaping. Paul
Jackson




APPENDIX 4
2011/12 Junior Ranger Club

All Junior Ranger Club sessions this year have been delivered with the Education Officer from The
Arboretum Trust, Kew at Castle Howard, with all sessions taking place at the Arboretum except for 1
June, when it was at Welburn Village Hall.

April 2011 : Amazing April in the Howardian Hills

The Easter holiday session was carried out using the visitor centre at The Arboretum.

Ranger Day Activities No of
children
attending
Biodiversity and Easter = Texture trail/scavenger hunt — collecting natural 16
crafts materials of different textures.
Monday 11" April = Wild relay game — team game involving learning

about different animal groups and habitats.

= Egg decorating — using wax as colour resistant
material

= Finger print sheep mural — using variety of materials
and design ideas.

= Nest building — using natural materials collected in
scavenger hunt.

= Clay fridge magnets of flowers/animals.

= Qrienteering in the Arboretum.

June 2011 : See in the Summer in the Howardian Hills

The half-term holiday session was carried out at Welburn Village Hall and surroundings with assistance
from the Education Officer from The Arboretum.

Ranger Day Activities No of

children
attending

Biodiversity and A collection of activities looking at how caterpillars and 17

Landscape butterflies develop

‘Caterpillars and = Papier mache caterpillars.

Butterflies’ = Butterfly kite-making.

Wednesday 1% June » Bug hunting using nets, identification cards and

magnifying jars.

= Picnic lunch in the woods.

= Wild flower relay game.

= Treasure hunt around Welburn village using maps and
guestion sheets.
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October 2011 : Amazing Autumn in the Howardian Hills

The October half-term holiday session was again held at the Arboretum.

Ranger Day Activities No of
children
attending

Biodiversity and A collection of activities investigating autumnal changes 13
Landscape = Glass painting autumn leaves and fungi.
‘Wild Senses’ = Texture scavenger hunt looking for leaves, twigs,
Monday 24™ October seeds and fruits of different textures.
= Mirror walk — how do rabbits and hares, crocodiles
and alligators see the world?
= Sound maps — listening to the natural sounds of the
arboretum.
= Shelter-building — weaving in the willow branches
planted three years ago to make a shelter.
= Halloween lanterns — the effects of light.
= Colour palettes — collecting as many different autumn
colours as possible.
= Autumn woodland collage — designing and making a
collage using a variety of materials.
December 2011 : Festive Fun in the Howardian Hills
The Christmas session again took place at the Arboretum Visitor Centre.
Ranger Day Activities No of
children
attending
Wednesday 21st Outdoor activities — despite rather murky weather the 13
December children enjoyed their walk around the lake, collecting

twigs, pine cones, etc for natural Christmas tree
decorations. They also visited the composting zone.
Indoor craft activities:

o decorating Yule logs and willow wreaths

e making pine cone stars and baubles

o clay tree decorations

e Christmas cards
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3.1

ITEM 4

HOWARDIAN HILLS
AREA OF OUTSTANDING NATURAL BEAUTY
JOINT ADVISORY COMMITTEE
5 APRIL 2012

AONB ACTION PROGRAMME 2011/12

PURPOSE OF REPORT

To receive details of progress made on implementing the AONB Management Plan
during 2011/12. The Action Programme for 2012/13, incorporating business planning
requirements, is covered under a separate Report on this agenda.

INTRODUCTION

At each Spring meeting the JAC considers a report detailing the progress achieved on
the Management Plan objectives. The Action Programme contains details of the
progress made against the previous year’s targets. The Action Programme covering
detailed progress against 2011/12 targets is attached as Appendix 1 to this report.

A detailed Red/Amber/Green system has been put in place to monitor progress against
annual targets, and analysis shows that 75% of the specific targets were either fully or
substantially achieved, with a further 20% *started but less than 75% completed’.
Progress was also achieved against a further 6 Objectives for which no specific
Targets had been set, with 7 separate actions being completed.

Statistically this is a better performance than that of the previous year, although from a
subjective viewpoint it doesn’t feel as good because we didn’t deliver as many
countryside management projects as we had hoped. Targets where no action was
completed were largely those that were overtaken by events, relied heavily on action
from partner organisations or were/became lower relative priorities for the AONB
Unit.

Targets that we had hoped to achieve progress on included entering details of hedges
planted, etc onto a GIS database; revising the Local Landscape Priorities in the AONB
Management Plan to include the Historic Landscape Characterisation information;
producing basic design guidance for new farm buildings/infrastructure; developing
and publishing some off-road cycling route leaflets; and developing a mechanism to
assess the condition of non-statutory Local Priority Sites. The lack of progress on
these was principally due to Liz Bassindale’s Maternity Leave, which meant that the
AONB Manager had to leave some tasks that he had hoped to complete.

SUSTAINABILITY

Achievements this year included:

o Delivery of the Sustainable Development Fund, allocating £10,000 to projects.

o Preparing a leaflet on environmentally sustainable gardening, to go on the
AONB website and for distribution at future events.

o 2 Good Life events held, at Slingsby and Husthwaite, with a further 2 in
planning.
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4.0

4.1

5.0

5.1

6.0

6.1

NATURAL ENVIRONMENT

Achievements this year included:

Inputting the 2010/11 information into the Biodiversity Action Recording
System.

7 SINCS and 8 Special Interest Road Verges re-surveyed.

Carrying out 11 workdays with volunteers on 7 SINCs/SSSis.

Implementing 2 schemes to plant 30 new hedgerow or in-field trees and 2 copses
(100 trees & shrubs), as a continuation of the initiative started two years ago.
Managing 8 grassland sites (all SINCs bar one).

Hedge at Broughton Lane SINC, and overhanging trees at Amotherby Lane
SINC, cut back to promote grassland for knapweed broomrape.

Managing 44 Special Interest Road Verges.

Clearing significant areas of rhododendron at Park Wood Fishponds SINC, as
well as continuing to clear Western hemlock regeneration on Grimston Moor
SINC.

Controlling Himalayan balsam along approx. 5.8km of Wath Beck.
Participating in a new partnership focussed on the River Rye, to develop a
project to tackle Himalayan balsam on a catchment scale.

Preparing 1 Farm Environment Plan, although the application subsequently
didn’t proceed.

Supporting 5 village/school wildlife enhancement projects, at Hovingham,
Ampleforth (2), Welburn and Swinton.

HISTORIC ENVIRONMENT

Achievements this year included:

Continuing our input to the CAN DO Lime & Ice Project’s Yearsley Moor
Archaeology Project, with 5-10 volunteers exploring the history of the area.
Giving advice and developing proposals to improve the management of 5
Scheduled Monuments.

Supporting excavation of 2 features in Gilling Castle Park, as part of the
Yearsley Moor Archaeology Project.

Completing work on 10 Local Priority Sites or other historic features. The most
significant of these were restoration works on two sets of gate pillars, at
Welburn and Whitwell, which are part of the historic approach to Castle Howard
(see below).

Ryedale DC LEADER Small-Scale Enhancements Scheme money used to repair
Listed stone gateposts at Welburn and Whitwell, and village name
signs/traditional direction signs in 2 AONB villages.

LOCAL COMMUNITIES

Achievements this year included:

Continuing our involvement with the LEADER Local Action Group and CAN
DO Partnership.

Community projects funded in 4 villages, with 2 Village Hall renovation
projects also supported.

Held 2 Good Life events, in Slingsby and Husthwaite.

Supported the Ryedale Rural Awards competition and prize-giving event.

6 Traditional village name signs restored in Nunnington and Amotherby, by
joint funding with Ryedale LEADER Small Scale Enhancements Scheme.
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7.0

7.1

8.0

8.1

9.0

9.1

10.0

10.1

AGRICULTURE

Achievements this year included:

Providing HLS/ELS advice to 2 farmers and land managers; preparing 1 Farm
Environment Plan for HLS.

Completing 11 landscape enhancement schemes, involving 2,462m of hedge
planting/gapping-up, 195m of field wall restoration, 30 new hedgerow or in-field
trees and 2 copses (100 trees & shrubs).

Submitting responses to planning consultations for 14 new agricultural buildings
or infrastructure.

FORESTRY AND WOODLAND

Achievements this year included:

Continuing to fund the Native Woodland Development Officer post.

Providing woodland management advice to 1 landowner or manager.
Propagating another batch of black poplar cuttings.

Attended NAAONB training seminar, on technical aspects of continuous cover
forestry management.

Scrutinising 6 Forestry Commission English Woodland Grant Scheme
consultations.

DEVELOPMENT

Achievements this year included:

Scrutinising 70 development control consultations — full details of Development
statistics for the AONB in 2011 are given in a separate Report on this agenda.
Overhead electricity wires being undergrounded in Crayke.

Inputting to the development of the Ryedale Local Development Framework.
Providing advice on 5 renewable energy schemes, and scrutinising 6 planning
consultations.

Lobbying Yorkshire Housing Association, via Ryedale DC, over the sale of two
affordable homes at Nunnington.

ROADS, TRANSPORT AND TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT

Achievements this year included:

Scrutinising 13 development control consultations.

Obtaining access to the NYCC traffic monitoring statistics website, and better
liaison with Local Transport Plan implementation (including the preparation of
the NYCC Construction Manual).

Restoring 5 traditional direction signs in the Newburgh/Oulston/Yearsley area,
and replacing 1 arm on a sign at Hovingham.

6 Traditional village name signs restored in Nunnington and Amotherby, by
joint funding with Ryedale LEADER Small Scale Enhancements Scheme.
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11.0 RECREATION, ACCESS AND TOURISM

11.1  Achievements this year included:

o Scrutinising 5 development control consultations.

o Developing links with Welcome to Yorkshire, and discussing ideas around the
Rural Economy Growth Review.

o Continuing a Condition Survey of the Public Rights of Way network, using
volunteers to carry out the survey work. 6 parishes surveyed.

o A team of at least 4 volunteers working with the NYCC Area Ranger at least 1
day every other week in the AONB on Public Rights of Way maintenance.

o Inputting to the Independent Review Panel on Forestry, via the NAAONB
response and attending a Panel Sub-Group visit at Castle Howard.

o Litter picking at ‘hot-spots’ throughout the AONB.

12.0 AWARENESS AND PROMOTION

12.1  Achievements this year included:

o Maintaining a neat appearance around the AONB gateway signs.

o Ensuring that outlets had an adequate stock of AONB literature.

o Publishing AONB News and our Annual Report for 2010/11.

o Maintaining the AONB website — full statistics on Visits not available for
2011/12. Obtained media coverage via 29 press mentions worth £43,000.

o Hosting a film crew from the BBC Escape to the Country programme. 6
features/ interviews re-broadcast on Radio York, and Countryfile item re-
broadcast on BBC1 at Christmas.

o Attending the Ryedale Show.

o Holding 5 guided walks and giving 1 evening talk.

o Holding 4 Junior Ranger Club sessions throughout the year, with 59 children
attending.

o Delivering Year 1 of the LEADER and Heritage Lottery Fund-supported
Rural:Urban Schools Twinning Project, completing 16 Year 1 visits and 3 Year
2 Visits.

o Achieving volunteer assistance for 20 tasks or projects, worth at least 340 days
or £23,000.

13.0 IMPLEMENTATION

13.1  Achievements this year included:

o The Sustainable Development Fund had a budget of £20,000. It was again
delivered in partnership with the North York Moors National Park Authority.

o Utilising the Defra Single Pot funding arrangements to ensure maximum
leverage of funds into the AONB.

o The CAN DO Partnership’s Lime and Ice Project continued with the Yearsley
Moor archaeology project.

o The partnership with the National Park Authority and Forestry Commission to
employ a Native Woodland Development Officer continued.

o Steering substantial projects to restore Listed gate pillars, traditional direction
signs and village name signs to the Ryedale LEADER Small Scale
Enhancements Scheme.

o Participating in new partnerships focussed on the River Rye (Himalayan balsam
control; reducing channel sedimentation); the CAN DO area (Alcathoe bat); and
the north eastern segment 086 AONB (B-Lines project).



14.0

141

15.0

15.1

16.0

o Attended 2 NAAONB funding seminars, to learn about potential new sources of
funding that we may consider accessing in the future to support project work in
the AONB.

o Completing the signing of a new Memorandum of Agreement between Defra
and the three constituent Local Authorities of the AONB partnership.

o Liz Bassindale went on Maternity Leave in October 2011, with Francesca Pert
appointed as Maternity Cover and commencing in November 2011.

AONB MANAGEMENT PLAN

Achievements this year included:
o Further developing a list of potential sites for use in fixed-point photography
monitoring.

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR AONBs

Achievements this year included:
o Attending the national AONB Conference, 1 Northern AONBs meeting and 3
seminars.

o Adopting the NAAONB Branding for the Annual Report and stationery
(letterhead, business cards and Compliments slips).

o Representing the NAAONB at the Game Fair and 1 meeting, as well as
attending the NAAONB AGM, the Northern AONBs Chairmens’ meeting and a
national Lead Officers’ meeting.

o Paul Jackson, as a Director on the Board of the NAAONB, attended 3 Board
meetings. Retired from the Board, by rotation, in October 2011.

RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that:
a) The progress made to date with implementing the Management Plan be noted;

b) the achievements against Targets for 2011/12 be noted.
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ITEM 5

HOWARDIAN HILLS
AREA OF OUTSTANDING NATURAL BEAUTY
JOINT ADVISORY COMMITTEE
5 APRIL 2012

AONB BUSINESS PLAN AND ACTION PROGRAMME 2012/13

PURPOSE OF REPORT

To agree details of proposed activity to implement the AONB Management Plan
during 2012/13.

INTRODUCTION

The AONB Management Plan contains a detailed Action Programme that lists each
Objective and Action and identifies a suggested lead agency and partner organisations
for implementation.

In addition to setting targets for 2012/13 this report also details some of the
mechanisms for achieving the proposed targets, as well as indications of some of the
individual projects that may be implemented.

Appendix 1 contains the Action Programme and Targets for 2012/13, together with an
indicative timetabling of tasks.

SUSTAINABILITY

Principal activities for the year include:

e Continuing to run a Sustainable Development Fund, with an anticipated budget of
£20,000.

e Continuing the digitisation of practical conservation work completed/funded by
the JAC.

e Attempting to calculate the carbon balance of land use in the AONB, using data
from the FWAG CALM assessments.

NATURAL ENVIRONMENT

The proposed budget for landscape and biodiversity works is £22,750, although there
is also a share of a ¢.£40,000 reserve from 2011/12 available. Potential projects to be
funded include:

e Drystone wall restoration near Brandsby x 2.

e In-field tree planting at Sproxton, Coulton and Newburgh.

e Continued control of rhododendron in Park Wood Fishponds SINC.

Other activities for the year include:

e  Continuing our programmes of Exmoor pony grazing, SINC management and
road verge management.

e  Continuing our programme of planting individual hedgerow and in-field trees.

e  GPS plotting of the principal knapweed broomrape colonies on the 3 sites where
the plant is known to occur.

e Carrying out targeted control of Himalayan balsam, Western hemlock and
rhododendron on various SINC and other sites.
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e Developing and implementing a Revitalising the River Rye project, in partnership
with a number of other organisations, to bring in substantial funding to tackle
Himalayan balsam in the River Rye catchment.

e Completing 2 Farm Environment Plans for farmers/land managers, assisting with
ELS/HLS advice and raising awareness of the Campaign for the Farmed
Environment.

HISTORIC ENVIRONMENT

The proposed budget for works to conserve and enhance historic environment features
is currently £37,500, which includes £21,000 of the ¢.£40,000 reserve mentioned
above. Potential projects to be funded include:

e Continuing works on the Park wall at Scackleton — sourcing and fitting capstones.
e Conservation work to the Gate Lodges at Howsham Hall. It is proposed to explore
the possibility of using Ryedale SSES LEADER money to commission a report
from a conservation architect, to give us an up-to-date assessment of the condition
and priorities. Legislation is available to compel the owners to carry out repair
works, but the survey information would be needed before this could even be
contemplated.

Restoring traditional direction signs in the Ryedale area of the AONB.

Installing kerbing to protect the Scheduled long barrow near Grimston.
Consolidation and re-building of a lime kiln at Hildenley.

Unfortunately the repair project for the Castle Howard Mausoleum, as outlined at
the last JAC meeting, is on hold until the updating of the Historic Estate
Management Plan for the estate.

Other activities for the year include:

e Continuing the CAN DO Lime & Ice Yearsley Moor community archaeology
project, into its final year and the installation of interpretation material.

e Working on projects arising from the Conservation Management Plan for the
Gilling Castle Registered Park & Garden — principally the remnant park pale
through Gilling/Yearsley woods.

e Reuvising the Landscape Priorities for each Landscape Character Zone of the
AONB, as part of the review of the AONB Management Plan.

e Promoting Ryedale SSES LEADER funding for small-scale enhancement
schemes in Ryedale villages.

LOCAL COMMUNITIES

The proposed budget for works with local communities is £500. Only village sign
restoration (mainly via the Ryedale SSES LEADER project) has been identified as yet,
but if a substantial scheme were to emerge then funding could be transferred from
another budget head, or part of the reserve could be used.

Other activities for the year include:

e Continued involvement in the North York Moors, Coast and Hills LEADER
Programme.

e Continued liaison with the principal organisations involved in community work in
the AONB, via the regular Community Development Officers’ meetings.

AGRICULTURE

The proposed combined budget for both landscape and biodiversity works is £22,750.
See paragraph 4.1 above.
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Other activities for the year include:

Monitoring the development of the CAP reforms, to assess their potential impact
on the AONB and its farmers. Inputting to NAAONB consultations on the reform
proposals, as necessary.

Preparing basic design guidance for new farm buildings. The North York Moors
National Park Authority is launching its draft guidance for consultation in the
summer, and it would make logical sense to dovetail with this where possible.
Completing 2 Farm Environment Plans for farmers/land managers, assisting with
ELS/HLS advice and raising awareness of the Campaign for the Farmed
Environment.

Responding to consultations and requests for advice, as appropriate.

FORESTRY AND WOODLAND

Principal activities for the year include:

Continuing with management work to control invasive species in targeted
locations, principally Himalayan balsam, Western hemlock and rhododendron.
Continuing to provide advice and, where appropriate, financial assistance to
woodland managers via the Native Woodland Development Officer.
Responding to consultations and requests for advice, as appropriate.

DEVELOPMENT

Principal activities for the year include:

Responding to consultations received from the Local Planning Authorities on
development proposals. The amount of work arising from planning consultations
is impossible to predict, as our input is entirely reactive. 2011/12 has seen a
significant increase in the number of applications received by the Local Planning
Authorities, with a consequent increase in the number of schemes needing
scrutiny by the AONB Manager.

Inputting to the continuing development of the Ryedale LDP, as appropriate.
Continuing liaison with CE Electric on overhead electricity cable undergrounding,
pushing for the design and subsequent start of work in another AONB village.
Continuing to control litter and report fly-tipping.

ROADS, TRANSPORT AND TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT

Principal activities for the year include:

Responding to consultations received from the Highway Authority on works
within the carriageway that might have biodiversity, historic environment or
landscape implications.

Continued attendance at the NYMNP/HHAONB/NYCC Liaison meetings.
Continued input into the preparation/implementation of the NYCC Service Centre
Transportation Strategies and Construction Manual.

The repair and restoration of at least 5 traditional direction signs.

Investigating the recording of Special Interest Road Verges and traditional
direction signs/mileposts in the National Street Gazetteer.

RECREATION, ACCESS AND TOURISM

The proposed budget for recreation and access works is £1,000, although there is also
a share of the ¢.£40,000 reserve from 2011/12 available.
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Principal activities for the year include:

Exploring the scope for an appropriate rural tourism initiative, in partnership with
other organisations, in response to Defra’s Rural Economy Growth Review.
Training and utilising volunteers wherever possible for management works on
Rights of Way.

Continuing with the Condition Survey of the Public Rights of Way network.
Progressing an Agreement to rationalise a number of Public Rights of Way
routing anomalies on the Castle Howard estate, which should make one particular
bridleway route from Slingsby more attractive to users.

Continuing to control litter at ‘hot-spots’.

Further developing possible circular routes for off-road cyclists.

Monitoring the progress and conclusions of the Panel convened to advise on the
future running of the public forest estate.

Encouraging Appleton-le-Street Village Hall to expand their ideas for
walker/cyclist accommodation, as part of refurbishment works.

AWARENESS AND PROMOTION

The proposed budget for awareness and promotion work is £5,350.

Principal activities for the year include:

Ensuring that the gateway signs are maintained and that outlets have ample
supplies of our leaflets.

Publishing our 2011/12 Annual Report and AONB News 2012.

Maintaining our website, getting press coverage and attending Ryedale Show.
Preparing a leaflet on the geodiversity interest of the AONB.

Issuing publicity and installing log seats, to commemorate the 25" Anniversary of
the designation of the AONB.

Carrying out a repeat Visitors and Users Survey, to feed into the review of the
AONB Management Plan.

Holding at least 3 guided walks or events and 2 Junior Ranger Club days.
Assisting the Yorkshire Wildlife Trust in delivering a successful second year of
the 4-year Rural:Urban schools twinning project.

As described in the sections above, using volunteers to help deliver AONB
Management Plan Objectives wherever possible and appropriate.

IMPLEMENTATION

Principal initiatives this year include:

Continuing the Native Woodland Development Officer partnership with the North
York Moors National Park (and Forestry Commission?), with a contribution of
£2,500.

Continuing involvement with the CAN DO Partnership’s Lime and Ice Project,
with a wide variety of community-based activity and interpretation. Continuing to
support the Yearsley Moor Archaeology Project.

Participating in the North York Moors, Coast and Hills LEADER partnership.
Accessing resources from the Ryedale LEADER Small Scale Enhancements
Scheme.

Investigate the potential for accessing EH funding for work on Monuments at
Risk.

Continuing to develop a habitat enhancement project for the CAN DO area, based
on Alcathoe bat.

Implementing Year 1 of the Revitalising the River Rye project, should Defra/EA
WEFD funding bids be successful.
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e Participating in any new rural tourism initiative that may stem from the Rural
Economy Growth Review.

e Investigating the potential for Community Foundations to support AONB
projects.

e Monitoring, and assisting as appropriate, with new community Rural Broadband
initiatives.

e Utilising reserves appropriately, to supplement the annual projects budget and to
maintain/enhance the AONB Officer staff resource.

MONITORING

Principal activities for the year include:

e Developing an assessment mechanism of non-statutory Local Priority Sites.

e  Gathering baseline data for the remaining four AONB Condition Indicators for
which information is still missing.

e Continuing the digitisation of practical conservation work completed/funded by
the JAC.

e Continuing to develop a fixed-point photography monitoring project, and
compiling a set of baseline photos.

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR AONBs

Principal activities for the year include:

e Embracing the AONB Family branding initiative where possible.

e Co-hosting the Annual Conference (in York); attending seminars, Northern Group
meetings, etc.

AONB MANAGEMENT PLAN

Principal activities for the year include:

e Agreeing the scope of the review.

e Holding Topic Groups to discuss the individual chapters.

e Revising the Plan text and consulting back with the Topic Groups and AONB
Partnership.

RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that:
a) The Targets for 2012/13, as contained in the Action Programme, be approved.

b) The continuation of the contribution to the Native Woodland Development
Officer post be noted.
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ITEM 6

HOWARDIAN HILLS
AREA OF OUTSTANDING NATURAL BEAUTY
JOINT ADVISORY COMMITTEE
5 APRIL 2012

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR AONBs (NAAONB) ACTIVITY

PURPOSE OF REPORT

To receive details of the initiatives currently being progressed by the NAAONB.

UPDATE ON INITIATIVES

The JAC Chairman attended the northern Chairmens’ Meeting in York on 25" January,
which also had representatives from the other northern AONBs. The Notes of the meeting
are attached as Appendix 1 and these provide a good summary of the current state-of-play
with national AONB/NAAONB issues.

RECOMMENDATION

That the progress on various initiatives described in Appendix 1 be noted.
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APPENDIX 1

Landscapes ) s

.org.uk

Chair and Lead Officer meeting — York — 25™ January 2012
Meeting Notes
Peter Stevens welcomed attendees to the meeting.

The CEO updated attendees on national activity. Specifically covering the
following areas of work:

The Defra sponsorship change project

Richard Clarke has taken a lead on working up these projects ensuring that we
effectively have someone on the inside with a thorough understanding of the way
that AONB partnerships operate. Whilst Richard has been working for Defra our
communications have been daily. We have, however, lost Richard as a
NAAONB resource over this period — a price that we considered worth paying.

All elements of this change project have been set within the context of
decentralisation, and as a reminder the six key threads of the decentralisation
agenda are (to):

e Lift the burden of bureaucracy

e Empower communities to do things their way
e Increase local control of public finances

e Diversify the supply of public services

e Open up government to public scrutiny

e Strengthen accountability to local people

Element 1 — The approach to funding

2 areas of consideration:

The National Association for

Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty
Fosse Way

Northleach

Gloucestershire GL54 3JH

Tei: 01451 862007

Fax: 01451 862001

Email: jill.smith@naaonb.org.uk

A company limited by guarantee no: 4729800

1 1 O Registered office as above



e The general split of funding across what have historically been known as
core, project and SDF pots, and the funding formula
e The mechanism by which money is delivered to the AONB partnerships

The recommendation is that the single pot is retained, with no reference to
core, project and SDF, and it will be up to the AONB partnership to decide
how it apportions the Defra contribution — the last point of detail being
important. Reference to Defra’s contribution as a grant limits its use as match
funding (particularly in relation to European-funded projects). If individual AONBs
require further clarification on how this single pot allocation has been derived
then requests for further information should be made to Defra directly.

The possibility of 100% funding by Defra has also been discussed but only
considered worth pursuing if the current money to Local Authorities from DCLG
that makes up the match funding could be routed through Defra. This is not an
option. In fact, discussions would suggest that we should be mindful of the very
real possibility that all monies to LAs, wherever they are destined, are routed
unhypothecated through DCLG to LAs.

The funding formula that determines the distribution of grant has also been the
subject of discussion. There has been pressure for a review, with the Cotswolds
making the case for a fairer distribution of money, citing the fact that Cannock
Chase receives £2491 per sq. km whereas the North Pennines receives only
£187 per sq. km. The recommendation is that the funding formula
shouldn’t be revisited at this stage as any redistribution of a shrinking pot will
result in losers as well as winners. Focus should be placed on diversifying
income streams, particularly from non-exchequer sources. This has resulted in
the second of a series of training events designed to look at just this. We are
currently planning a third for the end of this financial year.

It is widely accepted that the relevance of the funding formula will be significantly
reduced following the next spending review. However, there is a commitment by
Defra to review it in 2015/16 should this still be a wish of the AONB Family.

Mechanism
4 options:

e Continue as is — with Defra funding going directly to the 34 lead authorities

e Defra funding to go directly to the LAs as part of the Revenue Support
Grant

e All funding administered by the NAAONB (but apportioned by Defra)
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e Establishment of a new national ‘landscape trust’ type charity that receives
funding from Defra and distributes it to all of the AONBs

No concrete recommendation as yet, although it is likely to continue as is.

Element 2 — Synergies

Four NGOs that work with PLs in England — NAAONB, ENPAA, UK ANPA, and
EAI

Review of how these organisations work; are there any areas of overlap? Where
work could be complementary; any gaps that need filling?

4 options

e Defra takes no further action

e The four NGOs are combined to form a single PL organisation

e Greater collaboration between NGOs is strongly encouraged by Defra

e Defra gently encourages the four organisations to come up with a
collaboration plan*

Investigation highlighted the fact that these organisations are already working
closely in many areas. There are firm links established between ENPAA, UK
ANPA, and the NAAONB. The NAAONB and ENPAA have produced a
collaboration note highlighting areas of shared interest; there is a fledgling
programme of chair-level bilaterals; the NAAONB will be working with NE on a
shared outcome agreement that reflects and complements that agreed with
ENPAA; the process of drawing up national consultation responses now involves
ENPAA as a matter of course. There is further work to do in relation to
collaboration with EAL.

Element 3 - Monitoring and reporting

Defra’s intention is to move from a quarterly to an annual reporting cycle — based
on the RAG model, with the NAAONB pulling together an annual report collating
specific examples of delivery from across its membership. This annual report
would serve to showcase the work of AONB partnerships in England and form an
important component of our communications and advocacy work.
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Regional co-ordinator posts

The CEO updated the meeting on the position regarding the regional co-ordinator
posts, highlighting the letter sent to the regional fora, post holders, and the
NAAONB stating Defra’s intention to route the monies for these posts through the
NAAONB. The intention to make this extra staff resource available to all AONBs
in England was made clear. There was a discussion on the mechanics and
some concern over how much time the post holders would have available for
wider work, having taken into account legacy work in the former regions.
Likewise there was concern over the length of time funding would be made
available to support these posts from Defra. The CEO explained that it is the
intention to work up national projects that would draw down funding to support
these posts in the future and whilst we are generously supported by Defra
currently we must look to non-exchequer funding, more than we have in the past,
to maintain not only these posts but the NAAONB itself, as AONB partnerships
are having to do.

Guidance document

The NAAONB has scoped a ‘guidance document’ that will highlight the value of
AONBSs, Section 85, the Silkin Test etc. and set the designation within the context
of the current government agenda. This document will be produced by the
NAAONB and it is envisaged that it will be endorsed by Defra. This guidance will
complement the next round of management plans.

Rural Economic Growth Review

The CEO outlined the NAAONB response to the consultation on rural economic
growth, acknowledged the significant role played by High Weald AONB
Partnership and Cranborne Chase & West Wiltshire Downs AONB Partnership,
and flagged the value of the final document in relation to articulating the role of
AONBSs in helping support rural development.

The Defra response to the REGR was discussed including the provision of
monies to promote sustainable tourism in AONBSs. It was suggested by the
Forest of Bowland AONB Partnership Lead Officer, Elliott Lorimer, that an officer
from Defra might speak at their Sustainable tourism symposium in May.

Action — HD to follow this up with Defra
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Following this update there was a discussion that touched on the following
issues.

There was an acknowledgement that Defra has supported the AONBs over what
has been, and still is, a difficult time and that working towards delivery of Defra’s
objectives is a natural and appropriate response.

Corporate risk

The issue of leadership was raised as part of the corporate risk assessment
discussed during the Chair and Lead Officer meetings in 2011. Whilst the
NAAONB has taken action to manage most of the risks, the issue of further
developing leadership skills has not received any attention. To clarify, leadership
in this context is about developing capabilities, growing skills, communicating
effectively, and generally identifying and making better use of the skills and
relationships that exist within the AONB Family.

The NAAONB proposed initiating a programme of development that was met with
broad support and the clear link between this and one of Defra’s objectives for
the AONBs was highlighted.

NAAONB strategic plan

The CEO highlighted the importance of our nationally agreed strategic plan,
reminded members as to what it contained, and suggested that it could be used
to effectively champion the work of not only the NAAONB but the AONB Family.

NAAONB Communications

The Communications and Development Manager reported that

e The first phase of www.landscapesforlife.org.uk is now complete and the
second phase will be complete by year end. She thanked everyone for
their hard work before Christmas to make this possible.

e AONB News, the NAAONB’s email newsletter, remains the most efficient
way of getting lots of information out to the AONB Family and partner
organisations. The NAAONB relies on the communication officers of each
AONB to forward this on to wider partnership staff and members. She
reminded people that if they were not receiving it direct and wished to,
then they should get in touch.

114


http://www.landscapesforlife.org.uk/

e Board papers were also a useful source of information and if you were too
busy to read all the papers, most useful reading was deemed as agenda,
previous meetings minutes and the activity report which would give a
snapshot of what was going on.

e Between AONB News editions and the quarterly Board meetings,
important information was sent out as email “Updates”

e The current NAAONB email traffic was so intense that both the CEO and
the Communications Manager were finding it difficult to keep up with
responses. She asked for understanding while the backlog was cleared
and asked if the information was urgently required that they could be
contacted on their mobiles — Howard 07576 321614 and Jill 07969 888823

e Conference 2012 would take place in York, 17-19" July.

January 25" 2012
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ITEM 7

HOWARDIAN HILLS
AREA OF OUTSTANDING NATURAL BEAUTY
JOINT ADVISORY COMMITTEE
5 APRIL 2012

DEVELOPMENT WITHIN THE AONB

PURPOSE OF REPORT
To receive details of planning applications determined within the AONB during 2011.
BACKGROUND

At the spring meeting, the JAC receives an annual report on the number and type of
planning applications determined within the AONB during the previous year. This
procedure was started for the first time in 1998 and gives an impression of the degree
of development pressure within the AONB.

DEVELOPMENT DURING 2011

A summary of planning applications determined during 2011 appears in Appendix 1.
Details have been included of all applications within the period which were approved
or refused by the two principal local planning authorities — Hambleton and Ryedale
District Councils. Details have not been included of applications which were
withdrawn or where a decision was still pending at the end of the year.

Due to pressure of deadlines with the Ryedale Local Plan, it unfortunately has
not been possible to compile the information for the Ryedale District in time for
the agenda being sent out. Data will be provided at the JAC meeting or as a
follow-up paper subsequently.

It is clearly important not to read too much into this information. Nothing can be
deduced about the scale of development or its visual impact. Nevertheless the
following appear to be the most significant conclusions:

. The AONB is still under relatively little development pressure; the numbers of
applications have risen since a very low point in 2009 and are now at their
highest for the rolling 5-year period.

. 95% of applications determined were approved, a figure that is consistent with
the 5-year average of around 90%.

. Development continues to be spread across nearly all villages, but with higher
numbers of applications understandably being seen in the larger villages.
Crayke saw a significantly higher-than-normal level of activity during 2011,
with other parishes being about average.

. Most pressure was for small-scale householder applications e.g. residential
extensions. The two categories showing above-average activity were Tourism
& Recreation and Agriculture, where there has been a significant increase in
the number of applications for the construction of new farm buildings.
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Levels of activity in these categories were 400% and 275% of the 5-year
average respectively.

. Whilst the AONB continues to be under relatively little tourist and recreational

development pressure, the number of applications increased last year. These
have been for conversion of farm buildings to holiday accommodation and an
up-market ‘glamping’ facility. An application for a 15-pitch caravan site near
Gilling is currently being determined.

o A number of significant applications and cases can be highlighted from the
past year — applications for conversion of a disused water reservoir to a
holiday let in open countryside near Amotherby (Refused; upheld on Appeal);
construction of a large new piggery complex just outside the AONB boundary
near Crayke; and the creation of a 15-pitch touring caravan site near Gilling.
Although more applications for on-farm wind turbines in the 12-15m category
were expected, none were forthcoming last year. Other than these individual
cases, the most noticeable other trend was the number of Agricultural Prior
Notifications for the construction of new grain storage buildings.

In the financial year 2011/12, which obviously does not quite overlap with the
calendar year 2011, 48 planning applications were scrutinised by the JAC, having
either been referred in accordance with the agreed consultation procedure or called-up
by the AONB Manager. The AONB Manager submitted comments on 30 of these
consultations; objections/strong reservations were lodged in 11 of those responses;
the District Council followed the JAC's recommendations of refusal, or the applicants
Withdrew/amended the plans, in 5 out of the cases where a decision was required (2
Decisions pending). In a further 11 of the responses our comments resulted in
amendments/Conditions that significantly improved the schemes from an AONB
perspective. In many cases the comments submitted were relatively minor in nature,
but nonetheless important in order to ensure that the AONB landscape, wildlife and
historic heritage is conserved appropriately. Many of the comments made relate to the
colour of materials and wall/roof finishes. Although a Condition is often placed on the
development by the District Council, it is only once the development takes place that
we can see whether our comments have truly been successful or not. Members should
note that we have very little control over the workload generated by this area of our
work, as it is dependent upon the number and type of applications submitted.

RECOMMENDATION

That the report be received for information.
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Howardian Hills AONB
Applications Determined by
Type of Development
(Number of applications and % approved)
5yr Average
Ryedale Parishes 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2007-2011
Residential - New Build 15 16 2 5 10
60% 88% 50% 100%
Residential - Conversions 14 15 1 1 8
86% 66% 100% 100%
Holiday - Conversions 1 1 0 0 1
100% 100% ~ ~
Householder 68 67 49 38 56
87% 87% 98% 87%
Retalil 0 0 0 0 0
Business and Commercial 1 1 2 4 2
100% 100% 100% 100%
Minerals and Waste 0 0 0 0 0
Tourism and Recreation 2 0 2 1 1
100% ~ 50% 100%
Community Facilities 1 0 0 0 0
100% ~ ~ ~
Agriculture 7 0 0 2 2
71% ~ ~ 50%
Other 16 26 14 15 18
100% 96% 100% 100%
Equestrian 4 4
75%
Total Ryedale 125 126 70 70 98
85% 87% 96% 90%
Hambleton Parishes Syr Average
2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2007-2011
Residential - New Build 1 2 1 0 0 1
0% 100% 100% ~ ~
Residential - Conversions 0 0 0 0 2 0
~ ~ ~ ~ 100%
Holiday - Conversions 0 1 0 0 2 1
~ 100% ~ ~ ~
Householder 19 16 6 15 18 15
95% 94% 83% 100% 94%
Retail 0 0 0 0 0 0
Business and Commercial 0 1 0 0 0 0
~ 100% ~ ~ ~
Minerals and Waste 0 0 0 0 0 0
Tourism and Recreation 0 0 0 0 4 1
~ ~ ~ ~ 75%
Community Facilities 0 0 0 0 0 0
Agriculture 3 2 1 5 11 4
33% 50% 100% 80% ~
Other 0 6 1 2 0 2
~ 66% 100% 100% ~
Total Hambleton 23 28 9 22 37 24
83% 86% 89% 95% 95%
TOTAL HOWARDIAN HILLS AONE 148 154 79 92 37 102
84% 86% 95% 91% 89%
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APPENDIX1

Howardian Hills AONB

Applications Determined by Parish

5yr Average

Ryedale Parishes
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