
Enquiries relating to this agenda please contact Sally Mitchell Tel: 01609 532943 
or email democratic.services@northyorks.gov.uk  

 

North Yorkshire County Council 
 

Children and Young People’s Service 
 

Standing Advisory Council for Religious Education 
 

SACRE meeting Thursday 1 March 2018 
 

The Dales School, Morton-on-Swale DL7 9QW 
 

 1.30 pm for Lunch 
 

2.00 pm – 4.00 pm for Meeting 
 

4.00 pm tour of School 
 

Agenda 
 

1. Apologies 
 

2. Minutes of the meeting held on 23
rd

 November 2017                            ( Pages 1 to 5 ) 
 

3. Matters Arising 
 

4. Presentation about RE at the Dales School - Sharon Kettleborough  (Deputy Head Teacher) 
 
5. Discussion on how SACRE can effectively support RE in Special Schools 
 
6. The RE Commission Review – updates and NYCC SACRE’s feedback – Olivia Seymour 
 
7. LTLRE updates – Olivia Seymour 

 
8. Correspondence with Schools regarding RE provision – Rebecca Swift 

 
9. Safeguarding young people being targeted and bullied as Apostates – John Adams 

 
10. Any Other Business 

 
11. Date and time of next meeting  

 
 

 
 
 

 
Barry Khan 
Assistant Chief Executive (Legal and Democratic Services) 

 

County Hall 
Northallerton 
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Membership of the  
Standing Advisory Council for Religious Education 

 
 

Membership 
 
County Councillor Jim Clark 

 

County Councillor Robert Heseltine  
County Councillor Andrew Lee  
County Councillor Patrick Mulligan  
County Councillor Annabel Wilkinson 
 

 

  
  
Mrs B Belsham Methodist 
Revd S Bennett 
Mrs S Beveridge 
Mr Mark Cosens 
 
Mr Mohinder Singh Chana 

Church of England  
Teacher 
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-

day Saints 
Sikhism 

  
Mr M Dickinson Society of Friends 
Mr N M Emam Islam 
Mrs M Gibson 
 

Church of England 
Vacancy 

Mrs K Hill Teacher 
Mr C Devanny Catholic 
Mrs R Oates Teacher 
Dr Neville Packter 
Mrs C Pratt 

Judaism 
Teacher 

Mrs O Seymour Church of England  
Mrs C Taylor Buddhism 
Vacancy Salvationist 
Vacancy Baptist 
Vacancy Hindu 
Vacancy 
 

Church of England 

Co-opted Members  
  
Professor J Adams Humanism 
  
  
Officers 
 

 

Rebecca Swift 
Sally Mitchell 

Children and Young People’s Service 
Legal and Democratic Services 

(Clerk) 
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SACRE Minutes - 23 November 2017/1 

 

 North Yorkshire County Council 
 

Children and Young People’s Service 
 

Standing Advisory Council for Religious Education 
 

Minutes of a meeting held at County Hall, Northallerton, on Thursday, 23 November, 2017 
 
PRESENT: 
 
County Councillors:  Jim Clark, Robert Heseltine and Annabel Wilkinson 
 
Professor John Adams (Humanism), Reverend Simone Bennett (Church of England), 
Mrs Sarah Beveridge (Teacher), Mr Mark Cosens (The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints), Mr Martin Dickinson (Society of Friends), Mr Nasr Emam (Islam), Mrs Rachel Oates 
(Teacher), Dr Neville Packter (Judaism) and Mrs Olivia Seymour (Church of England)      
 
Officers: Mrs Rebecca Swift (Equalities Adviser – Education and Skills – Children and 
Young People’s Service) and Mrs Sally Mitchell (Principal Democratic Services Officer) 
 
Also present:  Mr Howard and Mrs Tricia Quinn as substitutes for Mrs Christine Taylor 
(Buddhism) in connection with Item 6 on the agenda. 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 

 
 

Action 

108. ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN AND VICE-CHAIRMAN 
 
RESOLVED – 
 
That Mr Nasr Emam be elected Chairman and Mrs Olivia Seymour 
be elected Vice-Chairman of the SACRE for 2017-18. 
 

 

109. APOLOGIES: Apologies were received from Mr Christopher 
Devaney (Catholic), Mr Matt Grassam (Teacher), Mrs Kate Hill 
(Teacher), County Councillor Patrick Mulligan, Mrs Caroline Pratt 
(Teacher), Mrs Christine Taylor (Buddhism) and Mohinda Singh 
Chana (Sikhism).  
 

 

110. MINUTES 
 
RESOLVED - 
 
That the Minutes of the meeting held on 29 June, 2017 be agreed 
and signed by the Chairman, as an accurate record. 
 

 
 
 
 

SAM 
 

111. MATTERS ARISING – none 
 

 
 

112. EXAMINATION OUTCOMES AND FEEDBACK FROM NORTH 
YORKSHIRE RE ANNUAL SURVEY 
 
Rebecca Swift orally updated SACRE on GCSE examination 
results in Religious Education Studies and advised that there was 
currently no analysis of the A Level examinations to share with 
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SACRE Minutes – 23 November 2017/2 

 
 

 
 

Action 

Members as yet.  Rebecca Swift explained how the grading system 
for GCSE examinations had changed and gave North Yorkshire’s 
results in comparison to national results which were up on last 
year’s figures.  
 
Rebecca Swift suggested that a joint SACRE/Local Authority letter 
be sent to academies about what they do in relation to entries for 
RE GCSE examinations.   
 
Rebecca Swift informed Members that the RE Annual Survey which 
could be completed online from September closed on Tuesday 
21 November and had been completed by 156 primary schools, 
nine secondary schools and two special schools had responded.  
Members were advised that this had been a better response than 
last year’s survey but still a little disappointing.. 
 
SACRE was informed that five schools had no religious education 
at Key Stage 4 and that there still should be provision at Key 
Stage 5 but a third of North Yorkshire schools who completed the 
survey did not provide this.  Olivia Seymour suggested that a 
“model” to show how those schools could fit RE studies into their 
wider school life and curriculum.   
 
Rebecca Swift informed Members of some of the reasons given 
why schools were not satisfied with RE provision and a major factor 
was that RE was “squeezed out” by other subjects.   
 
Members were informed that 75% of schools responded did 
undertake a daily act of collective worship but did suggest that 
SACRE may wish to contact those schools that responded they did 
not. 
 
Reverend Simone Bennett commented that the challenges 
presented by mixed age classes was an issue eg Years 3-6 for 
example in one class which was common in North Yorkshire 
smaller, rural schools.   
 
Members were advised by Rebecca Swift that 89% of the schools 
who completed the survey followed the North Yorkshire RE 
syllabus but some also followed Discovery RE and the Diocesan 
syllabus. 
 
Olivia Seymour commented that the Diocesan syllabus was 
different to the NYCC model and that the York and Leeds Diocese 
did try to tie-in but explained to Members why this was difficult to 
do.  Olivia Seymour agreed to circulate to Members of SACRE a 
sample of the “headlines” of the Diocesan syllabus for Members’ 
information.  Also the “Discover RE” syllabus used by some schools 
and understanding Christianity was a resource not a syllabus 
Members were advised. 
 
RESOLVED - 
 
That the position be noted. 
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Action 

 

113. SETTLE RE DIVERSITY DAY 
 
Considered – 
 
Oral report on the RE Diversity Day held at Settle College on 2nd 
November, 2017. 
 
Rebeca Swift welcomed Tricia and Howard Quinn to the meeting, 
representing Christina Taylor, who had led the Buddhist Workshop 
on the day, but was unable to attend the meeting to give feedback. 
 
The Chairman reported on the Muslim Workshop undertaken. 
 
Rebecca Swift reported that approximately 100 young people had 
attended the Diversity Day, comprising pupils from 8 Primary 
Schools within the Settle area and also some Year 7 pupils from 
Settle College had taken part in the activities. 4 Workshops had 
been available.  
 
SACRE was informed by Rebecca Swift that the feedback received 
from participants on the Day had been very positive and the ‘active’ 
Workshops had been enjoyed. 
 
Rebecca Swift expressed her thanks to all those SACRE Members 
who had contributed to what had been a successful day. 
 
In response to a question from the Chairman, Rebecca Swift 
advised that it was not intended to hold another Diversity Day in a 
different area of the County. 
 
Rachel Oates advised that Forest of Galtres Primary School had 
organised an internal ‘Methodist’ Day to be held in school before 
the end of Term and commented that many other schools did 
similarly individually, so SACRE should not feel the need to 
continue to arrange Diversity Days across the County. 
 
Resolved –  
 
That the positive feedback on the Settle RE Diversity Day be noted. 
 

 

114. LTLRE (Learn, Teach, Lead RE) CONFERENCE AND NEXT 
STEPS 
 
Considered – 
 
Oral report of Olivia Seymour updating SACRE on the LTLRE 
Conference and next steps. 
 
Olivia Seymour reported that 100 Teachers had attended the 
Conference, with representation from a wide range of beliefs and 
traditions had been present. Workshops had been undertaken and 
also Hubs accessed. 
 
1 guest Speaker had been invited to focus on one specific Religion.  
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Action 

 
SACRE was informed that the delegate feedback from the 
Conference was very positive overall and it was intended to look 
again at the ‘Conference’ scenario, for example, to hold one large 
central Conference, or to hold several smaller Conferences 
regionally. 
 
In two weeks’ time, there was a meeting scheduled of the Steering 
Group, which was aimed at RE Teachers and Teachers supporting 
Teachers. Four different Local Authorities were supported by 
professional Head Teachers and a Steering Group. 
 
Resolved – 
 
That the update on the LTLRE Conference and LTLRE’s next steps 
be noted. 
 

115. DRAFT SACRE ANNUAL REPORT 2016-17 
 
Considered – 
 
Draft SACRE Annual Report 2016-17  
 
Rebecca Swift advised that the draft SACRE Annual Report 
2016/17 needed to be finalised by early January 2018, for 
submission to the DfE and NASACRE.  Members were advised that 
the GCE (A Level) results needed updating, as the statistics were 
currently not available. 
 
Members commented on the quality and content of the draft Report 
and made the following comments:- 
 

 Amend various typographical errors within the document 

 Delete the report from Snainton CE VC Primary School 
(Page 6) 

 Group B Membership (Page 13) to read - Two 
representatives nominated by the Anglican Diocese of 
Leeds and Two representatives nominated by the Diocese 
of York 

 
Members were requested to E-mail any further amendments to 
Rebecca Swift, as soon as possible. 
 
RESOLVED - 
 
That subject to the amendments given above and the insertion of 
the Data Analysis of GCE A Level results, approval be given to the 
finalisation of the SACRE Annual Report 2016-17. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
RS to 
action 

   116. COMMISSION ON RELIGIOUS EDUCATION (CORE) - INTERIM 
REPORT EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
FOR ALL 
 
Considered – 
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Action 

CORE ‘A New Vision for RE in Schools’ 
CORE Interim Report Executive Summary consultation document. 
 
Olivia Seymour introduced the Commission on Religious 
Education’s Interim Report “A New Vision for Religious Education in 
Schools” which had just been released and advised SACRE that 
there was a short time frame for any comments to be submitted to 
the Commission.  The deadline was 5th December, 2017. The 
intention of the Commission was to create an opportunity for as 
many people and organisations as possible to engage with 
developing the future of RE education in schools. 
 
Olivia Seymour drew Members’ attention to the Recommendations 
contained in the Report and after discussion, it was agreed that 
SACRE should respond as a whole and that each Member of 
SACRE could respond as an individual, if he/she wished to do so. 
 
Olivia Seymour undertook to collate Members’ comments to form a 
‘collective’ response on behalf of NYCC SACRE, which she would 
finalise by 30th November, 2017 in order to ensure receipt by the 
CORE by the deadline. 
 
It was agreed that an Item be placed on the Agenda for the next 
meeting of SACRE to report on any feedback and the current 
position on the consultation. 
 
RESOLVED - 
 
That SACRE responds as a ‘collective’ organisation to the CORE 
consultation on the future of RE in Schools. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
SAM 
 
 
All to 
note and 
E-mail 
comment 
to OS by 
29th Nov 

117. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
 
York Interfaith Group Annual Programme – 2018: Mark Cosens 
circulated   the Programme leaflet listing events for the forthcoming 
year, for Members’ information. 

 

118. DATES OF NEXT MEETINGS 
 
RESOLVED - 
 
That the Spring Term meeting will be held on Thursday, 1st March, 
2018, with a School venue to be arranged; and the Summer Term 
‘Twilight’ meeting to be held on Thursday, 21st June, 2018 starting 
at 4.30 pm in Harrogate, hosted by Mark Cosens. 
 

  
 
 
 
All to 
note 
SAM/RS 
to action 
arrange
ments 

 
 
The meeting concluded at 4.25 pm 
 
SAM 
 

5


	2018-03-01 SACRE Agenda
	2018 Membership List for SACRE
	Dales School Morton on Swale
	Dales School Morton on Swale 2
	2017-11-23 SACRE Minutes



