HEALTH AND WELLBEING SCRUTINY COMMITTEE

At a meeting held on Thursday, 14th January, 2016
Present:-
Councillor D C Jeffels (Chairman) in the Chair;
Councillors G Coulson, Mrs J E Mortimer, L Backhouse, R Barnett, Mrs D V Cluer,
J Dodds, Ms R Swiers, Mrs S Turner, Mrs L Bastiman and Ms V Inman (as a
substitute for E Colling)

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillor Mrs Mortimer declared a personal interest in agenda item 3, Call-In
of Executive Decision - Review of Parking Charges 2016-17, as a member of
Fylingdales Parish Council which had made representations about the
Cabinet decision.

Councillor Inman declared a personal interest in agenda item 3, Call-In of
Executive Decision - Review of Parking Charges 2016-17, as a motorist who
used car parks operated by the Council.

PUBLIC QUESTION TIME
The Chairman reported that no public questions had been submitted.

CALL-IN OF EXECUTIVE DECISION - REVIEW OF PARKING CHARGES
2016-17

The committee reviewed the Cabinet’s decision dated 15 December 2015 in
respect of parking charges for the financial year 2016/17. The decision had
been called in for scrutiny pursuant to the Additional Overview and Scrutiny
Committee Procedure Rules (4.7) set out in the Constitution. Members had
before them, for reference, the report by the Director (TW) (Reference 15/349
including Appendix C as amended by the Portfolio Holder with delegated
authority after the Cabinet meeting), the extract minute and the call-in form.

Councillor Jefferson addressed the committee in support of the call-in citing
what she believed to be the detrimental effect on tourism, the general
economy, all year round employment and residents’ amenities of introducing
winter charging for the car parks listed in Appendix D of the report. Councillor
Jefferson was also concerned about the proposed in increases in charges in
Appendices B, C, E and F which in some instances were well in excess of
inflation. She also referred to various letters from local businesses and
residents opposed to winter charging proposals, including Mr Senior of the
South Bay Traders Association and Mr Forgan of the Captain Cook Memorial
Museum, and noted that the County Council’s proposed decision to increase
the time limit for parking in disc zones depended on the Borough Council’s
decision in respect of winter charging.

In response, the Portfolio Holder, Councillor Andrew Backhouse welcomed
the call-in and acknowledged the confusion that the report had generated,



both by being incorrectly listed as an A item, and in respect of the winter
charging proposals, which were to be the subject of an initial consultation
exercise to seek the public and stakeholders’ views. He added that the
Council already charged in winter to park in the car parks in Scarborough and
Whitby near the main tourist hubs, and in light of the Council’s financial
pressures, he felt it was right to explore again the option of extending winter
charging. He noted that some of the parking charges in the report had not
altered since 2010, and most of the permits had remained the same for the
last three years. Councillor Backhouse asked the committee to consider the
proposals in the report in the round, as an important element of the Council’s
overall budget strategy.

Members of the committee then debated the call-in and questioned the
Parking Manager and the Portfolio Holder, Councillor Backhouse. At the
invitation of the Chairman, Councillor Cockerill addressed the committee in his
capacity as Filey ward councillor and communicated the views of Filey Town
Council about proposed winter charging: their concerns that such charges
would displace visitor parking to residents’ areas, as occurred during the
summer, an in particular, that a winter charge on Coble Landing would
displace cars to the Ravine which remained free in winter. Councillor
Mortimer in turn related the views of Fylingdales Parish Council: they
accepted that Robin Hoods Bay annual residents’ permits should increase,
but felt that the summer visitors’ permits should increase by the same
proportion. They were very concerned about the introduction of winter
charging in the small coastal resorts, since local businesses faced enough
problems already at this time of year, and failed to see that it made economic
sense for the Borough Council to patrol rural car parks in winter. Councillor
Backhouse noted these comments, but pointed out that Civil Enforcement
Officers were required anyway to monitor traffic regulation orders in these
places. Councillor Turner voiced similar concerns on behalf of the Runswick
Bay Association which feared that winter charging would cause considerable
congestion in the village, by sending motorists in search of free parking.
Councillor Turner added her view that the proposed increases in annual
permit charges for the Whitby Reserved Car Parks were excessive given their
current high values, and similarly for harbour users. She also cautioned, as
did other members, against the Council’s heavy reliance on car parking
income which was both unpredictable and unsustainable in the longer term.
There was widespread support among members of the committee for re-
establishing the cross-party Car Parking Working Group to examine these
complex issues in more depth, in particular the idea of introducing winter
charging for certain car parks in tandem with a residents’ concessionary
scheme, and interchangeable tickets for all the Council’s car parks (not only
long stay as at present). Other members felt that although there was a need
for some fine-tuning, the basis of the Cabinet’s decision was reasonable,
taking into account the popularity of Council car parks in the Borough, the
reduction in fuel costs and the challenging financial context. It was also noted
that the North York Moors National Park Authority had agreed to increase
their car parking charges for 2016/17.
RESOLVED that the committee recommends that the Cabinet:

(i) notes the views expressed by the committee;



(ii) rejects the proposed public consultation on the winter charges outlined
in Appendix D of the report;

(iii) through the Portfolio Holder for Leisure, Tourism and Culture, re-
establishes the Car Parking Working Group to inform debate
around car parking in the Borough in relation to interchangeable
tickets, winter car parking charges and a residents’ concessionary
scheme as appropriate; and

(iv)approves the revised Appendix C of the report in respect of all other
parking permits (amendments highlighted).

Chairman



