
 
The Impact of the Inaugural Tour de Yorkshire 

 

The race was held between 1 and 3 May 2015 over a total of 515km. The towns which hosted the starts 

and finishes were: Bridlington, Scarborough, Selby, York, Wakefield and Leeds. 

 

Race spectators 
One and a half million spectators watched the three days of the race.   Many of these spectators attended 

more than one day of the race. There were one million unique spectators at the race.    

 

72.5% of spectators were Yorkshire residents; 20.5% from elsewhere in the UK and 0.3% from abroad. 

 

Spectator spend 

Total spending by all spectators amounted to £49,711,436.  This is broken down into: 

 

Non-Yorkshire residents £9,897,750 Accommodation 

Non-Yorkshire residents £12,989,536 Non-accommodation 

Yorkshire residents £10,406,004 Accommodation 

Yorkshire residents £15,518,821 Non-accommodation 

Casual spectators £899,325 Non-Accommodation 

TOTAL £49,711,436  

 

Attending the race also had an impact on spectators: 

 95% of spectators were more likely to recommend Yorkshire as a place to visit to friends & family 

 60% were inspired to cycle more frequently than they normally would 

 50.5% were inspired to attend other sports events 

 

Local residents were asked their views on whether hosting the race had been positive for the area: 

Stage 1 residents: 99% agreed or strongly agreed 

Stage 2 residents: 98% agreed or strongly agreed 

Stage 3 residents: 98% agreed or strongly agreed 

 

The average stay for visitors from outside Yorkshire was 2.5 nights  

 

Spectator survey 

The survey was conducted by independent research agency GRASP, involving 1,500 respondents using 

two methods; in person at each stage of the race and online. Data was analysed by Leeds Beckett 

University. 

 

Spending on non-accommodation includes items such as food & drink, transport and souvenirs.   

 

Casual spectators are those for whom the race was not their primary reason for visiting Yorkshire but 

attended the event as it coincided with their visit.  


