Selby District Council

Minutes of the proceedings of a meeting of the Economy Board held on 5 March
2009, in Committee Room 2, The Civic Centre, Portholme Road, Selby,

commencing at 5.00pm.

672 Minutes

673 Chair’'s Address to the Economy Board

674 Performance Indicator Report: April 2008 — December 2008

675 Budget Management to 31 December 2008

676 Economic Development Activity Update

677 Urban Renaissance Phase 2

Present: Councillor Lunn in the Chair

Councillors: J Deans, K Ellis, D Fagan, Mrs C Goodall, D Mackay (for Mrs P Mackay),
N Martin, I Nutt, R Sweeting and J Thurlow.

Officials: Head of Service — Development Services, Head of Service — Finance and
Central Services, Development Policy Manager, Development Policy
Officer (Research and Monitoring) and Committee Administrator

Public: 0

Press:

670 Apologies for Absence and Substitution
Apologies were received from Councillor Mrs P Mackay
Substitute Councillor was Councillor D Mackay

671 Disclosure of Interest
None

672 Minutes
Resolved:

That the minutes of the proceedings of the meeting of the Economy
Board held on 13 January 2009 be confirmed as a correct record and
be signed by the Chair.
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Chair’s Address to the Economy Board

The Chair gave his address to councillors which covered the following
issues:

e Unemployment had increased by 85% over the past 12 months with
1,355 claimants in January 2009.

e Selby District Council and the Citizen Advice Bureau had held a
‘Crunch the Crunch’ meeting with agencies and local businesses
invited to look at a holistic approach to the current economic
problems. Over 50 people attended and a steering group has pulled
together ideas generated and will be producing an action plan of
activities due to start in May.

e A re-tender had been made to the office development contract on
the Selby Business Park. A short list is being drawn up and it is
hoped work will commence on site in April.

Performance Indicator Report: April 2008 — December 2008

The Head of Service — Finance and Central Services presented a report,
which updated councillors on the progress that was being made in
2008/2009 for the corporate and statutory National Indicators (NIs) for
which they were responsible.

The Head of Service — Finance and Central Services warned councillors
that whilst the target for processing benefits claims were exceeding the
target at present, due to an increase in claimants this may not be sustained
and more resources may be required in the future.

Resolved:
That the report be noted.

Budget Management to 31 December 2008

The Head of Service - Finance and Central Services presented councillors
with details of major variations between budgeted and actual expenditure
and income for the Board for the 2008/09 financial year to 31 December
2008.

The Head of Service — Finance and Central Services again highlight the
consequences of an increase in claims for housing benefits and the issues
concerning industrial units. Officers would continue to monitor all budget
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variances and will report back to councillors in due course.
Resolved:
() That the report be noted and

(i)  That the Economy Board budgets be adjusted to reflect
the savings expected to be achieved.

Economic Development Activity Update

The Development Policy Officer updated councillors on the recent
developments in economic development within the district, particularly
concerning the North Yorkshire Geographic Programme, Science City
York, the Retail, Commercial and Leisure study for Selby District and the
Selby Heritage Scheme. Yorkshire Forward Rural Business Space Study
had identified Selby Town and Tadcaster as having medium demand for
bespoke workspace.

The York and North Yorkshire Partnership Unit has proposed a set of
indicators to show the impact of the economic downturn and these will be
reported to the Economy Board in due course.

Business Link Yorkshire seminars have been arranged and the
Development Policy Officer will feed into topics of interests for discussion.
The Selby Business Forum was investigating improving the links including
Trade shows between Leeds and Selby Chambers of Trade.

In view of the economic climate it was agreed that the Development Policy
Manager invites the Chamber to the next meeting of the Economy Board.

Resolved:
That the report be noted
Urban Renaissance Phase 2

The Development Policy Manager updated councillors with the findings and
recommendations from the Urban Renaissance Phase 2 working group.
The working group had been very focused and due to Yorkshire Forward
increasing the remit, had increase in numbers to include members from
Sherburn and Tadcaster.

The chair of the working group, Councillor Fagan, informed councillors that
disappointingly Yorkshire Forward had only allocated £1 million instead of
the expected £5 million which had meant that schemes had been prioritised
by the working group. The two schemes which would be developed were
the former Travis Perkins site and the Rediscovering the Waterfront
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scheme. British Waterways were offering good support to the waterfront
scheme but as they were unable to add any funding, private developers
would be invited to invest in the scheme.

The Chair thanked the working group for their work, however it was agreed
that there was no further need to meet in the near future so the group
would be held in abeyance until they were needed again.

Resolved:

(1) That the report be noted and

(i) The recommendations from the Urban Renaissance Phase
2 Working Group on the priority of projects be approved.

The meeting closed at 5.27pm.
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