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SELBY DISTRICT COUNCIL 
 
Minutes of the proceedings of a meeting of the Social Board held on 3 April 2007 
in Committee Room 2, The Civic Centre, Portholme Road, Selby, commencing at 

5:00 pm. 
 

 

1620 Minutes 
1621 Performance Indicators April 2006-February 2007 
1622 Service Performance Agreements (SPAs) 
1623 Community Safety Partnership Update 
1624 Social Board Work Programme 
1625 Empty Lettings Process 
1626 Asbestos Policy 
1627 Anti-Social Behaviour Policy 
1628 Private Session 
1629 Land at Wistow 

 
 

Present: Councillor Mrs E Casling in the Chair 
  
Councillors: M Crane, P Harvey, W Inness, Mrs W Nichols, I Nutt, R Parker, C Pearson 

and S Shaw-Wright.  
  
Officials: Head of Service-Housing, Head of Service-Finance and Central Services, 

Head of Service-Policy and Performance, Safer and Stronger Communities 
Coordinator, Interim Property Services Manager, Assistant Policy and 
Partnership Officer, Leisure Services Manager, Principal Environment 
Health Officer (Commercial) and Democratic Services Officer 
 

Observer: Councillor D Davies 
  
Public: 0 
Press: 0 

  
 

  
1618 Apologies for Absence and Substitution  

 
Apologies were received from Councillor C Lunn. 
 
 

1619 Disclosure of Interest 
 
None received. 
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1620 Minutes 
 
Resolved:  
 
That the minutes of the proceedings of the meeting of the Social 
Board held on 20 February 2007 be confirmed as a correct record and 
be signed by the Chair. 
 

1621 Performance Indicators April 2006-February 2007 
 
Councillors received the report of the Head of Service – Policy and 
Performance updating them on the progress that was being made in 
2006/2007 on the corporate and statutory Best Value Performance 
Indicators (BVPIs) for which the Board was responsible. 
 
Resolved: 
 
That the report be noted. 

 
1622 Service Performance Agreements (SPAs) 

 
Councillors received the report of the Head of Service – Policy and 
Performance with regard to the SPAs for 2007/08 for the services that were 
within the remit of the Social Board. 
 
SPAs enabled councillors to exercise control over services at strategic 
level by outlining the nature of the service, staff involved, budgets, 
improvements and performance indicators.  The SPAs represented the 
agreed level of service provision within the allocated resources. 
 
Resolved: 
 
That the Service Performance Agreements as set out in the report be 
approved. 
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1623 Community Safety Partnership Update 
 
Councillors received the report of the Safer and Stronger Communities Co-
ordinator in respect of the Community Safety Draft Action Plan 2007-
08.The plan covered a range of actions aimed at tackling the four strategic 
strategies identified as priorities, volume crime, violent crime, anti-social 
behaviour and safer communities.  
 
Resolved: 
 
That the Community Safety Partnership Draft Action Plan be 
approved and adopted.  

 
1624 Social Board Work Programme 

 
The Strategic Director submitted a report setting out the progress made 
against the 2006/07 work programme. The report also set out a suggested 
programme for 2007/08. 
 
A discussion took place on the provision of an update on the Leisure 4 
Youth project. 
 
Resolved that: 
 

(i) The Work Programme for 2007/08 be approved; and 
 

(ii) A report on the Leisure 4 Youth project be submitted to 
the next meeting of this Board.   

 
1625 Empty Properties Lettings Process 

 
Councillors considered a report by the Head of Service – Housing seeking 
approval for the review of the existing lettable standard and making 
suggestions for a new standard and the introduction of innovations to 
improve the lettings process. 
 
The management of empty properties was a key performance area for 
housing services and it was imperative that the process was efficient and 
customer focused. The existing policy had been examined by a project 
group who had drawn up recommendations which were intended to meet 
the following objectives:- 
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 Properties were let in a consistent manner 

 Properties were let quickly 

 Staff were fully aware of the process 

 Customers were fully aware of the process and the standard 

 A reduction in the number of refusals on empty properties 
 
Resolved that:- 
 

(i) the revised lettable standard as set out  in Appendix 1 to the 
report be approved 
  

(ii) the proposal to establish a budget to deal with difficult to let 
properties set out in paragraph 4.13 of the report be 
approved; and 
 

(iii) the introduction of a welcome pack for new tenants and the 
establishment of a budget to fund the scheme be approved. 

 
Recommended 

 
That the Policy and Resources Committee be requested to approve 
the lettable standards set out in appendix 1 to the report and the 
establishment of budgets to finance difficult to let properties and the 
introduction of a welcome pack. 
 

 
1626 Asbestos Policy 

 
The Head of Service – Housing submitted a report setting out proposed 
changes to the Council’s existing  Asbestos Policy. The revised policy met 
the requirements of the Control of Asbestos Regulations 2006 and would 
safeguard the Council against any future risks that might arise. 
 
The revised policy was attached as an appendix to the report. 
 
Resolved: 
 
That the revised Asbestos Policy as set out in the appendix to the 
report be approved. 
 
Recommended: 
 
That the Policy and Resources Committee be requested to approve 
the revised Asbestos Policy. 
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1627 Anti-Social Behaviour Policy 
 
Councillors considered a report by the Head of Service – Housing on 
proposed revisions to the Council’s existing Housing Services Anti-Social 
Behaviour Policy. The policy had been introduced in 2003 and needed to 
be revised to take into account new powers for social landlords included in 
the Housing Act 2004 and Government initiatives to tackle anti-social 
behaviour. 
 
Resolved: 
 
That the revised Anti-Social Behaviour Policy as set out in the report 
be approved. 
 
Recommended: 
 
That the Policy and Resources Committee be requested to approve 
the revised Anti-Social Behaviour Policy. 
 
 

1628 Private Session 
 
That in accordance with Section 100(A)(4) of the Local Government 
Act 1972 in view of the nature of the business to be transacted the 
meeting be not open to the Press and public during discussion of the 
following items as there will be a disclosure of exempt information as 
defined in Section 100(1) of the Act as described in paragraph 3 of 
Part 1 of Schedule 12A to the Act. 
 

1629 Land at Wistow 
 
Councillors considered a report by the Head of Service – Legal and 
Democratic Services on a request from Wistow Parish Council to prevent 
cars parking on land at Prospect Place Wistow. 
 
It was recommended that consultations be held with the Parish Council and 
local residents about the situation and a further report be submitted to a 
future meeting. 
 
Resolved: 
 
That officers be advised that in cases of this nature and in order to 
reduce delays, appropriate consultations be held before a report is 
presented to this Board. 

 
The meeting closed at 5.55pm. 


