SELBY DISTRICT COUNCIL

MINUTES

Of the proceedings of a meeting of the STANDARDS COMMITTEE held on 22
November 2010, in Committee Room 2, The Civic Centre, Portholme Road,

Selby, commencing at 5.00pm.

365 Apologies for absence
366 Disclosure of Interests
367 Election of Chair
368 Minutes
369 Chairs Address to the Standards Committee
370 Future of Standards and Ethical Framework
371 Training for Town and Parish Councillors
372 Conclusion of Other Action (Training) Complaint SDC 010004
373 Updated Monitoring Report
Present: Councillors Mrs K McSherry and C Lunn

Ms H Putman (V Chair)

Mrs W Stables (Independent Member)

Mr B Crossdale
Officials: Monitoring Officer, Senior Solicitor and Committee Services Officer
Public: 0
Press: 0
365 Apologies for Absence

Apologies were received from Roderic Parker.
366 Disclosure of Interest

None.
367 Election of Chair

Hilary Putman was nominated and seconded to Chair the meeting.
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368

369

370

371

Minutes

Resolved:

That the minutes of the proceedings of the meeting of the Standards
Committee held on 21 July 2010 be confirmed as a correct record and
be signed by the Chair.

Chairs Address to the Standards Committee
The chair gave no address to the Standards Committee.
Future of Standards and Ethical Framework

New fundamental information had been received with regard to the Ethical
Framework for District Councillors. It is suggested that local Standards
Committees and the Standards Board for England be disbanded but this is
yet to be confirmed. If this goes ahead the role for the Standards
Committee will be removed. Any issues relating to Councillors committing
criminal acts will be referred to the Police, localised complaints against
Councillors will no longer be considered. The Localism Bill is due to be
published within a month, until then the future of Standards is uncertain.

It is anticipated that any ongoing complaints will be given a timeframe in
which to be completed. There will hopefully be a date given when
complaints will stop being responded to.

At the last meeting it was agreed that until the decision had been received
with regard to the future of the Standards Committee further recruitment of
Standards Committee members would not take place, however due to
recent problems in having representation at meetings there is a need to
recruit other members. Mr Clay, the reserve member, and the second
placed Parish Council representative in the last ballot will be invited to
become a member of the Standards Committee, with the appropriate
training.

Training for Town and Parish Councillors

Training has been offered on the 6 December for Parish Councillors.
Responses have been received from Monk Fryston, Kelfield, Bolton Percy,
Chapel Haddlesey and Eggborough. 14 representatives will be in
attendance.

Councillor McSherry, Councillor Lunn, Hilary Putman and Wanda Stables
also indicated that they would be in attendance.
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Councillor Crossdale expressed concern that not all Parish Councils will
have met since the offer of training was circulated. Jonathan Lund
explained that there will be further training offered in February, date to be
confirmed.

372 Conclusion of Other Action (Training) Complaint SDC 010004

The Chair of the Parish Council for complaint SDC010004 has attended
training and a certificate was produced. This complaint is now closed.

373 Updated Monitoring Report

There will be a consideration hearing before Christmas which will cover
outstanding complaints 2009/006/003 and 007. Any other outstanding
complaints will also be looked at before Christmas.

The meeting closed at 5.25pm.
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