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SELBY DISTRICT COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES 
 

Of the proceedings of a meeting of the STANDARDS COMMITTEE held on 31 
January 2011, in Committee Room 2, The Civic Centre, Portholme Road, Selby, 

commencing at 5.00pm. 
 

508 Apologies for absence 
509 Disclosure of Interests 
510 Minutes 
511 Chairs Address to the Standards Committee 
512 The Localism Bill 
513 Updated Monitoring Report 

 
Present: Councillors Mrs K McSherry, Mrs M Davis and C Lunn (District Council) 

Mrs W Stables, Acting Chair (Independent Member) 
Mr B Crossdale and Roderic Parker (Parish Council) 

  
Officials:  Monitoring Officer, Senior Solicitor and Committee Services Officer 

 
Public: 0 
Press: 0 

  
508 Apologies for Absence 

 
Apologies were received from Hilary Putman. 
 

509 Disclosure of Interest 
 
None. 
 

510 Minutes 

Resolved:  

 
That the minutes of the proceedings of the meeting of the Standards 
Committee held on 22 November 2010 be confirmed as a correct 
record and be signed by the Chair. 
 

511 Chairs Address to the Standards Committee 
 
The chair gave no address to the Standards Committee. 
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512 The Localism Bill 
 
The Monitoring Officer provided an update report on the provisions 
affecting Standards contained in the Localism Bill.  It states that the local 
authority members’ standards regime will be abolished, including the model 
code of conduct that all councils and councillors have to adopt and give a 
commitment to abide by, as well as the Standards Board for England and 
statutory local authority standards committees.   
 
Local standards committees, if they so wish, are free to adopt their own 
voluntary codes of conduct and establish voluntary standards committees.  
However, Councils will be bound by a duty to ensure that their members 
maintain high standards of code.   
 
The Bill introduces a new criminal offence of failing to disclose or register a 
relevant interest without reasonable excuse for doing so.  Clause 18 
introduces a new criminal offence of failing to comply with the obligations 
which might be imposed by such regulations without reasonable excuse 
and conviction of such an offence can lead to a fine of up to £5,000 and 
disqualification from being a councillor for up to five years. 
 
The regime will be abolished on a day to be appointed by the Secretary of 
State.  The Monitoring Officer will keep the Standards Committee updated. 
 
Training of Parish Councillors is due to take place on the 3 February 2011 
and the Standards Committee members were invited to attend. 
 
Tim Clay, reserve for the Standards Committee, will join the Committee as 
the Independent Member.  A further Parish Council representative needs to 
be appointed and the Monitoring Officer will endeavour to find a 
representative prior to the next meeting. 
  

513 Updated Monitoring Report 
 
The Monitoring Officer presented the current case monitoring report up to 
the end of December 2010. 
 
Resolved: 
 
That the report be noted. 

 
 

The meeting closed at 5.35pm. 


