North Yorkshire County Council

Richmond (Yorks) Area Constituency Committee

Minutes of the meeting held on 8 January 2021, commencing at 2pm — held remotely via Microsoft

Teams.

Present:-

Members:

Other ClIrs Present:

Apologies:

NYCC Officers:

County Councillors Angus Thompson (Chairman), David Blades, Caroline
Dickinson, Helen Grant, Bryn Griffiths, David Hugill, Heather Moorhouse,
Yvonne Peacock, Karin Sedgewick, John Weighell OBE, Annabel Wilkinson,
and co-opted member Malcolm Warne.

County Councillor Gareth Dadd
County Councillor Carl Les

Emily Mellalieu (Team Leader, Flood Risk Management), David Kirkpatrick
(Team Leader — Traffic Engineering, Highways and Transportation) Gary
Fielding (Corporate Director Strategic Resources), Andrew Clare (Senior
Traffic Management and Parking Engineer), Steve Loach and Melanie Carr
(Democratic Services Officers), David Edwardes (Technology and Change).

Copies of all documents considered are in the Minute Book

106. Chairman’s Welcome

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting.

107. Minutes

Resolved -

That the Minutes of the meeting held on 25 November 2020, having been printed and
circulated, be taken as read and confirmed and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

108. Declarations of Interest

There were no declarations of interest to note.

109. Public Questions and Statements

The were no public questions or statements.

110. Melsonby Flood Risks and Drainage Issues — Briefing

Emily Mellalieu - Team Leader, Flood Risk Management, presented a briefing paper relating
to a meeting in December 2020 involving the Corporate Director Business and Environmental
Services, representatives from the Local Highway Office and the Lead Local Flood Authority
(LLFA) team, representatives of the Parish Council and residents of Melsonby and
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representatives of Northumbrian Water, to discuss the concerns of residents regarding flood
risks and drainage issues.

These related to the historic drainage system and its condition and the associated impact the
development proposals would have on its finite capacity. Concerns were raised regarding a
partially collapsed culvert and the general flooding and drainage issues in the village. It was
explained that the riparian land-owner had been notified that repairs were required to the
culvert and if this was not carried out Notice could be served. It was noted that some land
owners were not always were aware of their responsibilities, therefore, they would be
contacted before any Notice was served.

Northumbrian Water had explained the work required in relation to the impact from the new
development and the adequacy of the system. It was noted that the impact could not
effectively be measured until the new development was in place, and it was emphasised that
this would need to go through the various Planning phases with mitigating conditions likely
to be put in place to address the concerns around flooding and drainage.

The situation would continue to be monitored.

In relation to the culverts every effort would be made to ensure that these were operating as
they should and those that were responsible for their upkeep met their obligations.

It was emphasised that flooding events were becoming more prevalent, and the risk from
flooding was on the increase, with investigations into flooding events becoming usual
business.

Members discussed the details raised within the report and the following issues and points
were highlighted:-

o A Member suggested that a flood group should be established for Melsonby to co-
ordinate activities and action to address flooding, as similar groups, in other areas
had been quite successful .In response it was noted that it assisted engagement with
local communities where a local flood group was in place. The visit to Melsonby had
provided an element of collaboration and it was hoped that a group may be
established following those initial discussions. It was emphasised that whilst the
formation of such groups would not necessarily reduce the risk of flooding, they did
help to provide a co-ordinated response, and increase the resilience in those
communities when flooding occurred.

e It was noted that a long standing issue relating to flooding on the B1365 at Stokesley
appeared to have been addressed following the granting of Planning Permission in
that area, however, the Member suggested that he would like to discuss the issue
further with flooding officers outside of the Meeting.

¢ A Member emphasised that flooding issues were very likely to get worse going
forward and local communities would need to become more resilient to dealing with
these events.

e It was suggested that single contact points, when flooding occurred, would be of
benefit to the flooding groups that had been established.

¢ Inrespect of landowners responsibility for culverts it was stated that it would be helpful
to inform local Parish Councils of these, as the discussions around maintenance and
flooding issues could be undertaken at a local level.

o A Member asked whether it was possible to have early warning systems for areas
prone to flooding to assist communities with resilience to such events. In response it
was stated that the Environment Agency currently operated an early warning system,
and anything additional to this would create confusion. Details of the various
responsibilities during flooding events were set out in the North Yorkshire Flood Risk
Strategy and also in an Environment Agency document. Copies of these would be
circulated to Members following the meeting.
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A Member emphasised that the majority of flooding events could no longer be solved
locally, as local work could create flooding problems elsewhere, therefore, an
integrated approach was required. There was a need to accept that some areas, that
did not impact on properties, should be allowed to flood to prevent impact on
buildings. It was recognised that this was a highly complex issue.

Resolved —

That Emily Mellalieu be thanked for her briefing, the content of which be noted.

Hambleton District Council Off-Street Parking Places Amendment Order

David Kirkpatrick (Team Leader — Traffic Engineering, Highways and Transportation) and
Andrew Clare (Senior Traffic Management and Parking Engineer) presented the report,
which provided details of Hambleton District Council’s proposed amendments to its off-street
parking arrangements, gave details of the County Council’'s highways officers’ initial
response, and sought the views of Members as part of that process. The report highlighted
the following proposals:-

Modify car park layout plans for legislative clarity to remove individual bays and
replace with parking place described within a boundary demarcation.

Provide payment for parking by cash, debit and credit cards, smartphone or mobile
device at ticket machine.

Provide extension of parking period in Northallerton Applegarth short stay,
Northallerton Forum short stay, Thirsk Market Car Park, Thirsk Millgate Car Park and
Stokesley Showfield Car Park.

Provide clarification to permit a vehicle to occupy more than one parking bay within a
car park on payment of appropriate charge.

Provide Blue Badge parking bays with a maximum parking period of 3 hours.

Provide clarity to permit blue badge holders to park within a standard parking bay 1
hour after the expiry of the charging period.

Provide coach parking at Bridge Street car park Bedale.

Provide electric vehicle charging point bays in Northallerton Applegarth long and short
stay car parks, Northallerton Forum long and short stay car parks. Thirsk Market
Place, Millgate and Nursery car parks. Bedale Auction Market and Bridge car parks.
Stokesley Showfield car park

Proposal to introduce a cashless payment system to all pay and display car parking in
the Hambleton District.

The following issues were raised by Members during a discussion of the report:-

A Member sought clarification that providing permits to accommodate larger vehicles
through the use of additional bays would not be detrimental to the availability of
parking spaces, particularly at busy times, and that care with the placement of these
bays would be undertaken so as not to encroach onto the highway. In response it
was stated that the concerns raised would be taken account of, as it was in the
interests of the District council to maximise the revenue from their car parks, and
highways’ legislation would ensure there was no encroachment, although it would be
expected that the over-sized bays would be located away from the highway to prevent
that issue from arising.

Members emphasised the need to ensure that all payment options, including cash
were available at all car parks. It was stated that this would be the case.

An explanation was provided as to how the “Smart Parking App” operated, and of its
previous use in the Harrogate Area.

It was asked whether the parking proposals would affect Stokesley Parish Council’s
plans in respect of parking in Stokesley. In response it was emphasised that there
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would be no effect on those plans as this related to the flexibility of operations in car
parks in the District.

A Member suggested that it should be ensured that the Electric Vehicle Charging
Points were the most efficient otherwise parking spaces would be occupied for
lengthy periods by vehicles on charge. In response it was stated that it was expected
that the most efficient and effective charging points currently available would be
provided, but as technology advanced these would be replaced to provide the
speediest charging points available. It was also likely that as electric powered vehicles
became more prevalent, specialist charging facilities would also increase, freeing up
the spaces designated for this in car parks.

It was stated that NYCC had adopted a strategic approach to the proposals from
Hambleton District Council and would work closely with them to ensure there was a
consistent approach to their implementation. The comments provided by Members
would be fed into the consultation process.

Resolved -

That the report, and updates provided, be noted and Members comments be fed back into
the process.

County Council Budget proposals — 2021/22

Gary Fielding (Corporate Director Strategic Resources) gave a presentation detailing the
budget proposals for 2021/22 in respect of the overall County Council, and on a Constituency
area basis, and invited Members comments. The presentation highlighted the following:-

NYCC Budget Headlines

£82m cash shortfall projected over next 3 years
£30m recurring shortfall at end of MTFS (BUT......... )
So many moving parts = big health warnings on all forecasts
No Spending Review beyond 2021/22 — further austerity to follow?
Covid duration and legacy?
LGR
2021/22 balanced mostly through one-off Government funding and Reserves
Council Tax consideration
2022/23 can be balanced through Reserves should that be required but not
sustainable so will need STRONG & CREDIBLE PLAN

Latest Forecast

Funding

Net Service Pressures

Investments

Council Tax

Adult Social Care Precept options

Band D Council Tax Increase lllustration — 2021/22
Risk/Issues (County Council’s Plan)

Next Steps

Members raised the following issues in relation to the initial part of the presentation:-

A Member asked whether savings proposals were still being developed despite the
financial impact of the pandemic. In response it was stated that potential savings
continued to be identified where possible, and despite those being limited due to the
pandemic, there were still savings detailed within the presentation. It was noted that,
going forward, savings targets would still be required, and the position would be made
more difficult should LGR not happen. Members noted that the pandemic had seen
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new ways of working introduced, many of which could continue in the future, leading
to less office space being required and it was asked whether consideration had been
given to possible savings being generated through that factor. In response it was
stated that this was to be taken account of in terms of how the Council would develop
going forward, and it was recognised that there would be a further need to rationalise
property, which was likely to generate savings.

Richmond Constituency Area — Financial Issues

School Projections based on May 2020/21 start budgets
Schools in financial difficulty — Constituency area

HAS budget issues

HAS referrals

Care Market

Other Market issues

Highways and transport schemes

Members raised the following issues in relation to this part of the presentation:-

o A Member asked whether details in relation to the potential budgetary impact on
schools beyond 2022/23 were in available. In response it was stated that the details
were not available for the meeting, however, the budgetary plan for schools did
extend beyond that time-frame and every effort was being made to address the
situation appropriately. It was noted that the sustainability of schools was intrinsically
linked to the funding formula, which in turn related to the number of children going
into schools. Numbers were increasing in some instances which provided some
reassurance around sustainability, however, great care would still be required to
ensure schools remained sustainable. It was stated that the budgetary figures for local
Academies were not currently available. A Member stated that it would be useful for
the Committee to see those figures.

e A member highlighted the particular difficulties facing smaller schools in remaining
sustainable, as additional requirements from schools required increased costs, many
of which could not be sustained due to the smaller nature of the school. It was
emphasised that this issue was particular difficult for smaller Secondary Schools in
terms of the delivery of a wider curriculum and the areas that they covered, for a
relatively small number of pupils. It was considered that, following the return after the
pandemic, there was likely to be an enhanced element of remote learning introduced.
Although that also had issues that would need to addressed.

Resolved -

That Gary Fielding be thanked for his presentation and updates in respect of the budget
position 2021/22, the contents of which be noted.

Work Programme

Considered -

The report of the Assistant Chief Executive (Legal and Democratic Services) providing a
Work Programme for Members to consider, develop and adapt.

Information regarding the current Scrutiny Work Programme was also provided for Members
to consider in terms of developing the Committee’s Work Programme overall.

It was noted that Members were invited to identify issues for inclusion in the Work Programme
outside of the meeting and inform the Clerk accordingly.

The following issues were requested for consideration at the next meeting:-
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e An update on lorry driver parking in local areas and how that was being addressed;
e Broadband roll out with particular consideration given to remote leaning for schools

Resolved -

That the Work Programme be noted and updated to reflect the additional items requested for
the next meeting, as detailed above.

114. Next Meeting

Resolved -

That the next scheduled meeting of the Area Constituency Committee would take place on
Wednesday 24 March 2021 at 10am to be held remotely via Microsoft TEAMS.

The meeting concluded at 3:25pm.
SML
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