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What is Lane Rental?
• A scheme allowing Highway Authorities to charge utilities and other third -party contractors for 

occupying road space on the busiest roads at the busiest times. 

• Highway Authority works are also chargeable.

• No more than 5%-10% of the Network may be allocated for Lane Rental.

• Charges are set at a maximum of £2500 per day, dependent on the level of disruption caused.

• This should incentivise Undertakers to carry out works outside disruptive times leading to overall 

minimised disruption on the network.

• Overseen by a governance group made up of Utilities and the Authority, any surplus generated 

from the scheme is to be reinvested in network innovation projects, minus any scheme costs. 

• A minimum of 50% of this is to be reinvested into Highway Maintenance.

• Operates alongside the existing North Yorkshire Permit Scheme



Aims and Objectives of the Scheme
• Minimises disruption and encourage faster, smarter working.

• Reduces environmental impact as works completed to a high standard first 

time. 

Authorities
Reduces traffic congestion by incentivising off-peak work. 

Generates income to fund network improvements.

Undertakers
Encourages innovative working methods and quicker completion.

Public
Minimised traffic delays and safer roads

Improves public satisfaction with road conditions.



Lane Rental Bidding Process
A detailed proposal submitted to the Department for Transport (DfT) 

for Secretary of State Approval includes:

• Area Covered by the scheme

• Traffic Sensitive Street Review 

• Most recent Permit Scheme Evaluation Reports

• A detailed Cost Benefit Analysis

• A Proposed Charging Structure

• Scheme Operation Documentation

• Governance Arrangements for the Reinvesting of Surplus Funds

• Stakeholder Consultation Responses

• Proposals for Evaluation of the Effectiveness of the Scheme



DfT Approval Criteria

DfT approval hinges on several key criteria:

Schemes must demonstrate public benefit. Efficiency and regulatory compliance are 

essential.



Current Status

• 7.25% of the overall network has been proposed as subject to Lane Rental Charges.

• A Traffic Sensitive Street Review was included as part of the application 

• North Yorkshire Council Submitted their application to the DfT on 31st March 2025.

• Assessment by the DfT will take place between May- July 2025 

• If successful, North Yorkshire will look to implement the scheme at the end of 2025.



Next Steps 

• Set up, recruit and train a Lane Rental team alongside existing permit 
team.

• Finalise Governance structure for allocation of surplus funds.

• Finalise Environmental Protection process for working outside Lane 
Rental times.



Questions?
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