
 

APPENDIX 2 
 

Proposed amendments to Council Procedure Rule 15  
 
 

15. VOTING 
 
15.1 Voting In General 
 
(a)   Every question shall be determined by a show of hands or by the use of the electronic 

equipment, when available and as agreed by the Chair of the meeting. Before any 
decision to implement electronic voting is taken, there should be consultation with the 
relevant Executive portfolio holder and the Assistant Chief Executive Legal and 
Democratic Services. 

 
If the majority is less than seven, the Chair, or not less than 10 Members, may require a 
division by name, in which case the Assistant Chief Executive Legal and Democratic 
Services will call the roll of the Council, and each Member present will reply either “for” 
or “against” or “abstain”. Alternatively if electronic voting is in operation the system will 
record whether each Member votes either “for” or “against” or “abstain”. The Assistant 
Chief Executive Legal and Democratic Services will record and count the votes, and 
inform the Chair, who will then announce the result. The names of the Members and the 
manner in which they have voted shall be recorded in the Minutes. 
 
Immediately after any vote is taken at a budget decision meeting of the Council there 
must be recorded in the minutes of that meeting the names of the Members who cast a 
vote for the decision or against the decision or who abstained from voting.   

  
(b)   There will be a division by name if at least 20 Members stand in their places and so 

require.  
 

(The requirements of this Council Procedure Rule will be deemed to have been 
complied with if any Member who, as a result of a disability, would find it difficult or 
impossible to stand, indicates their wish by raising their hand.) 

 
(c)  Where, immediately after a vote is taken at a meeting of the Council, a committee, sub-

committee or joint committee, any member of that body so requires, the minutes shall 
record whether that person cast their vote for or against the proposal or abstained from 
voting. 

 
(d)   All matters shall be decided by a majority of Members present and voting. In the case of 

equality of votes the person presiding at the meeting shall have a casting vote. 
 


