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Representations on a current application for the grant or variation of a Premises Licence 
or Club Premises Certificate under the Licensing Act 2003 

Section 1 – Premises details 

Premises name Northern Performance Academy Limited 

Premises address Jubilee Works, Anchor Road, Harrogate, HG1 4TA 

Licence number 
(if known) 

C25/00271/LAPREM 

Section 2 – Personal details 

Name Sarah Callaghan 

Address  

Email address  

Telephone number  

Capacity 

☐ Responsible authority

☒ Local resident

☐ Local business

☐ Other person

Please note that the licensing authority must provide the applicant with copies of any relevant 
representations and make them publicly available. Under normal circumstances, this will include your 
name and address. If you believe that, in the exceptional circumstances of your case, it is necessary 
to withhold your name and part of your address from the applicant, please provide reasons below (for 
example, fear of intimidation). 

Additionally, the applicant or a representative may wish to contact you to discuss their application or 
to consider any amendments that may be made to alleviate your concerns. Please select if you would 
like any of your contact details to be shared for this purpose:  

☒ Email address

☐ Telephone number

Appendix 7.10
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Section 3 - Representations 
 

Your representation must be based on the likely effect of the proposed activities on at least 
one of the four licensing objectives. Please select all that apply to your representation: 
 

☐  the prevention of crime and disorder 

☒  public safety 

☒  the prevention of public nuisance 

☒  the protection of children from harm 

 
 

Please state the grounds for representation (and include any supporting evidence where 
applicable): 
 
Dear Licensing Officer 
 
I am writing to formally object to the application for a premises licence to supply/sell alcohol at 
Northern Performance Academy Limited on the grounds that granting this licence would 
undermine at least two of the four licensing objectives outlined in the Licensing Act 2003: 
 
1.The Protection of Children from Harm 
2. Public Safety  
3. The Prevention of Public Nuisance 
 
1. Protection of Children from Harm / Public Safety 
 
The premises currently functions as a nursery and performing arts centre for young people, which 
means children and vulnerable young adults are regularly on-site and in close proximity to all 
activities taking place. Introducing alcohol sales on these premises: 
• Sends an inappropriate message by normalising alcohol consumption in a child/young adult-
centred learning environment. 
• Increases the risk of children, teenagers and young adults being exposed to behaviours 
associated with alcohol, such as loud or disorderly conduct or potential for under-age drinking. 
• Creates safeguarding concerns regarding supervision and access, particularly as alcohol will 
be available at all times between 12 noon and 22:00. 
• May inadvertently encourage daytime or evening drinking by parents or guardians, particularly 
during drop-off or pick-up times or while attending children’s rehearsals or performances.  This 
presents a serious public safety risk if those individuals subsequently drive with children in the 
car.  Even low levels of alcohol consumption impair judgement, and the presence of an alcohol 
licence may subtly legitimise or facilitate this behaviour in a setting where it is inappropriate and 
unsafe. Introducing alcohol sales to a child/young adult-focused premises could create avoidable 
risks for families, local residents and road users, undermining the licensing objective of protecting 
children from harm and ensuring public safety. 
• An increased number of events or fundraising activities at NPA will further increase traffic flow 
and noise to the local residential area of Anchor Road, Kingsley Drive, Birstwith Road and Torrs 
Road. This is already a concern for local residents, with cars rushing in and out which has been 
witnessed regularly.  Alcohol consumption could certainly increase risk associated with potential 
drinking and driving and impaired judgement. 
 
2. Prevention of Public Nuisance 
 
The venue already creates significant noise disturbance during its current operations. Residents 
frequently endure high levels of noise from 10-25+ children in outside areas, musical rehearsals, 
performances, and drop-offs/pick-ups and increased road traffic in a cul de sac. Authorising the 
supply and sale of alcohol is likely to worsen this and extend operational hours, encourage larger 
and more frequent events, the potential of sub-letting to a variety of groups and result in 
additional evening and weekend disturbances due to: 
• Drinking-related noise (e.g. raised voices, laughter, music, vibration from base) 
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• Loitering after events 
• Potential anti-social behaviour 
• Drinking alcohol has the ability to lower inhibitions, impair a person's judgement and increase 
the risk of aggressive behaviours.  
 
Many local residents are already frustrated with the current situation. There is no easy way to 
contact NPA Ltd in a timely manner as all phone lines go to answerphone. I have previously 
interacted via Whatsapp on a number given to me by Ms Nevett, but messages now fail to deliver.  
I have also interacted via email but the noise levels have been defended, and Ms Nevett has 
failed to acknowledge the impact this has on surrounding residents. I am also aware of 
neighbours who have resorted to going around to the main door to elicit a response but have 
failed.  I have also spoken to members of staff in the area adjacent to my property which is 10-
15 meters from my back door. 
 
Allowing an alcohol licence for these premises would severely impact the residential amenity of 
those living nearby.  The Licence applicant has stated a number of reassurances aimed at 
concerned residents living in close proximity.  However, these reassurances have been stated 
before during the planning application and simply do not happen.  The planning for the premises 
was originally granted subject to a strict noise management plan but this has been essentially 
ignored.  Windows and doors are regularly left open during the use of amplified music, the 
property is not soundproof even with the doors and windows shut, outside spaces were not 
supposed to be used.  All initial reassurances regarding noise nuisance from Kelly Nevett have 
been ignored and in her own words, the way she now uses the premises has ‘evolved’. I therefore 
have no faith in adherence to any ‘behaviour management policy’ stated in this application or 
indeed to the other assurances of keeping windows and doors shut etc. Photos attached were in 
April 2025, one taken from a video on the NPA company Facebook page which clearly shows 
the fire door wide open. The stated neighbourly concern and interaction in the licence application 
is simply whitewashing to give the appearance of engaging with the local community and I have 
serious concerns about the introduction of alcohol into the equation. 
 
Summary 
 
In conclusion, this application poses a serious risk to the safety and well-being of children/young 
adults and would exacerbate an already difficult noise environment for local residents. Previous 
boundaries and reassurances have been consistently disregarded, providing no protection for 
local residents, making it likely that the so-called fundraising ‘wine and cheese’ evenings will 
escalate in frequency and scale over time. For these reasons, I urge the Licensing Committee to 
reject the licence application in full, or at minimum, impose strict limitations to ensure alcohol is 
not sold during or near times when children are present, and to restrict operational hours to 
prevent further nuisance to local residents. 
 
I would appreciate being notified of any hearing date or the outcome of this licence application. 
 
 
 
 
     

Please state if there are any amendments to the application or conditions that may be imposed 
to overcome any concerns: 
 
I do not believe a 6 day licence 12 noon to 22:00 is appropriate for this type of business focused 
on the children and young adults.  I believe that it would be far more suitable that the business 
uses a temporary event notice (TEN) for any specific event/performance and that there is due 
notice given to local residents. 
 






