
Dear Emily, 

Thank you for your recent representation regarding our application for a premises 
license at Northern Performance Academy LTD. We have read all your points and would 
like to extend to you a response to further explain our intentions for the application and 
to highlight some key areas of concern you have mentioned. We are hoping to ease any 
concerns you have. 

Firstly, let us confirm that we do not intend to apply for alcohol sales for the nursery 
setting, which operates in a completely separate part of the building, and will continue 
to safeguard our children accordingly. We have robust safeguarding procedures in 
place, as an Ofsted regulated establishment and risk assessing is part of our daily life. It 
is not new to us, and as a staff team, we have over 150 years combined experience in 
safeguarding children. 

To give you more clarity on the application itself, we are applying under Northern 
Performance Academy LTD, which is our arts facility that is open to all ages, both 
children and adults at all levels. This application will enable us to offer a full café-bar 
offering, inclusive of alcoholic options. 

Within our current provision we have regular adult groups meeting for arts clubs, 
showcases and events as part of our offering and we would like to be able to offer a true 
theatrical venue experience to all who come to meet like-minded friends and also be 
part of a supportive audience for the productions we put on. The offering of alcohol 
sales, as part of the café-bar area in this respect is for, as an example, an interval 
beverage or even a welcome drink on arrival to a masterclass talk from an industry 
professional. This inclusivity of alcohol to our café-bar area, simply offers choice. It also 
is quite a normal part of an experience of partaking in arts activities, as you would 
expect and receive in other local venues that hold a premises license, including the 
Harrogate Theatre, or the Pannal Family Pantomime event held at Pannal Memorial Hall, 
Harrogate High School (over the road from us) or othe High Schools in the area, who 
also hold a premises license. These venues also show how possible it is to safeguard 
children and offer alcohol responsibly. We have a number of measures detailed in our 
application to mitigate any risks. 

As you would have read in our application, we would be responsible for introducing a 
challenge 25 policy in any sales of alcohol, which would mean that we are certainly not 
intending to sell or encourage the consumption of alcohol to anyone under the age of 
18. The premises licence simply allows us to have more flexibility in our adult provision
and offer more choice on site as part of our café-bar. We can also assure you that our
intention for sales is not to be at an unreasonable level of consumption. As mentioned
in the application, the patrons of our café-bar are users of our centre and are not visiting
purely to get drunk – as in most café bars across town! We will not tolerate any
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antisocial behaviour or extensive consumption of alcohol from attendees, as to not 
cause any risk to the public, staff and our property.  Our staff are trained in conflict 
management and all policies and procedures including our zero-tolerance policy. 

If they are any further suggestions you have that we can practically implement within 
respect to the sale of alcohol, please do get in touch with us directly on 

 so we can consider adding these to our already robust and 
detailed guidance that helps us work hard to uphold the licensing objectives. 

Thank you  

Best wishes 

Northern Performance Academy.  




