
Dear Annabel, 

Thank you for your comments and feedback regarding our recent application for a 
premises license at Northern Performance Academy LTD. We appreciate your concerns 
and would like to take this opportunity to further explain how we intend to minimise any 
risk to public disturbances. 

The opening times for the café/bar area are currently listed between 12pm and 10pm. For 
lunchtime and early evening hours. This is in line with our current opening hours for the 
business, there is no application to increase these hours, so the premises license simply 
supports our current opening hours. 

The application hours stated are also not ‘opening hours’ to the public, rather open times 
for our centre, where we can be flexible in our current offerings of workshops, events and 
timetabled classes and adults who wish to utilise the café-bar area may choose to have 
a glass of wine after their group meets. We are not intending to open the area to the public 
in a ‘pub’ style fashion, the choice of an alcoholic beverage gives our patrons additional 
choice and will be actively managed responsibly. We intend for the café-bar to enhance 
the adult provision we currently offer. Just as in any café-bar that serves alcohol, the 
responsibility to safeguard children is part of adhering to the license demands. We take 
safeguarding very seriously and have a number of very robust safeguarding measures in 
place. As detailed in the plans for this premises application, we have already outlined 
how we intend to ensure children’s safety is paramount. If you have any additional 
practical measures you would like us to consider adding, please let us know. 

Our clientele are lovely, passionate people with a true admiration for the arts. We have 
been here for 5 years on this site, and work really hard to be a valuable part of the 
community and offer an incredible and inspiring facility for the benefit of all, including 
residents, who ae able to benefit from the large-scale arts offering we provide.  

Measures to help aid the mitigation of noise include measures recommended by the 
police and environmental health and include signage, trained staff on the doors at exit 
points, CCTV, Challenge25 policy, no bottles being emptied into bins at unsociable hours 
and no alcohol being sold after 10pm. As it stands, we run and offer shows, groups and 
events until this time anyway, as per our planning permission. For example one of our 
biggest events in our calendar is a full musical showcase and recently we had no 
complaints at all after a full run of Chicago, which is an all-singing, all-dancing musical 
with amplified music and our largest audience. This was fantastic for all involved and as 
a team, we were happy that additional (and costly) soundproofing methods that we have 
added ar working well. 

As mentioned in your representation, the street area is quiet with little traffic after the 
business is closed. This would remain the same, as the hours applied for are no different 
to what our current registered opening hours are. 
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If you have any further comments or even have any suggestions that you feel would ease 
your concerns regarding our premises license for the sale of alcohol, please do get in 
touch with us directly on  so we can review and potentially 
implement these.  

Thank you  

Best Wishes 

Northen Performance Academy 

 




