
Dear Gordon,  

Thank you for taking the time to express your concerns regarding our recent application 
for a premises licence at Northern Performance Academy. We have read your 
representation and are keen to resolve any worries you may have and hope we can put 
your mind at ease by explaining the intention for the progression and development of 
our centre and how the premises license would enhance this. 

We totally respect and understand your concerns regarding the road and the 
accessibility in our surrounding streets. We do reiterate on a regular basis via email 
messaging system and reminders in our car park, that drivers need to be mindful when 
entering and exiting our location. We are confident regular users of our facilities 
understand that any such bend in the road would be a risk to a driver or pedestrian, and 
we trust that they have a license to drive a vehicle and regular reminders help them to 
approach steadily. For your information, we are currently fundraising for an additional 
traffic fisheye mirror for the street away from our premises, that we can gift to the 
neighbourhood to help mitigate any issues on the bend you refer to. Ultimately though, 
it is a busy residential area that leads to multiple streets and would be unfair to suggest 
that the risk in the road structure that leads to multiple dwellings and our premises 
would belong solely to our business. You can contribute to the fundraising efforts by our 
centre for the traffic mirror, if you wish, by calling the main office.  

Regarding your comments around road traffic collisions, we would like to reiterate our 
guidelines in selling and supplying alcohol are a responsibility we take very seriously. 
Hence, why we have in-depth training in place for staff and a Designated Premises 
Supervisor to oversee the operations as a whole too. As I’m sure you have read, we 
operate a Challenge 25 policy and have since added CCTV in the café-bar to the list of 
additional security measures to avoid any concerns around underage selling or drinking. 
Drink-driving is a criminal offence and to suggest our parents would endanger the lives 
of themselves and children is a rather over zealous generalisation to make. In the 
unlikely event that this would happen, we would be obligated to report this to the local 
authorities as a safeguarding concern. We would also not knowingly allow this to 
happen. As an outstanding, national award-winning Ofsted registered provision, we do 
know what we are doing when it comes to safeguarding children. We have a body staff 
with a combined safeguarding years of experience totalling over 150 years of 
experience, we undertake safeguarding training regularly and, we would suggest we are 
exceptionally well equipped to deal with any incidents that may put a child at risk, 
possibly even more so than most other establishments that are family-friendly.  

You have stated in your representation that the sale of alcohol within a venue for 
children and entertainment might not be appropriate, but we do know that many other 
local businesses that host children’s classes and shows are also in possession of a 
premises licence. Various secondary schools, primary schools and village halls that 



host events for children all hold these licenses and we presume for the same purpose 
as us; to enhance a union of our attendees and offer various events and community 
based classes that can positively impact our clientele’s futures and overall well-being 
and citizenship. 

You can source these companies via the Harrogate.gov website, but to give you some 
concrete examples, Harrogate High School, literally a stones throw from us, have one, 
Pannal Primary School, the Harrogate Theatre and Knaresborough community theatre 
also have one –of which, these premises offer very similar business activities as we do.  

We would like to take this opportunity to remind you that we are a training centre that 
holds adult classes, as well as for young people, and underage drinking is absolutely 
NOT condoned or encouraged here. No young person under the legal age for the sale of 
alcohol will be allowed to drink alcohol on our premises.  

You have mentioned in your representation that we could sell alcohol to young people of 
16/17. This simply is NOT the case, as the law states these people, 1) cannot purchase 
the alcohol themselves 2) have to be accompanied by an adult and 3) drink a beer/wine 
or cider with a meal only. We do not intend to open any form of restaurant or provide 
meals; once again, to put your mind at rest, we will only operate within licensing laws 
and no alcohol would be consumed by anyone under the age of 18 as per the legal age. 
We have been in contact with the local police authorities who have given us useful 
guidance and resources to successfully and safely implement a challenge 25 policy to 
prevent underage drinking.  

With regards to an increase in noise levels, based on the sale of alcohol, we are not sure 
why this would be. If you are meaning anti-social behaviour from our attendees, we have 
outlined in the application how we will prevent any noise disturbances to our residents 
and have not exceeded any current opening times, so as to not operate into antisocial 
hours. We are not applying to increase our operating hours.  

If you have any further recommendations on how we could improve on the measures we 
have stated in our application, please do let us know these specifics, as we would be 
more than willing to consider implementing any additional control measures to prevent 
public disturbance. As you will note from the portal, we have already added extra 
measures and hope this additional information helps ease your concerns and puts your 
mind at rest.  

If there are any other further comments or concerns you may have, please do contact 
us directly on i   

Thank you  

Best wishes  

Northern Performance Academy. 




