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North Yorkshire Council’s role as Host Authority
• North Yorkshire Council is the host authority to 2 National Landscapes (formerly AONBs):

Nidderdale National Landscape
Howardian Hills National Landscape

• As the host authority for two designated national landscapes, the council has the responsibility to manage these areas, 
ensuring their conservation and enhancement of natural beauty. 

• The council also receives core operational funding from DEFRA to support the National Landscape Partnerships in our 
administrative area, we also contribute match funding as part of host authority responsibilities (officer, in kind time etc). 

• This funding supports the day-to-day running of the National Landscape team, including resourcing and revenue 
expenditure, as well as natural capital enhancement programs.
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National Landscape Management Plan Adoption: North 
Yorkshire Council’s role as Host Authority

• The review and refresh of the National Landscape ‘Management Plan’ must take place every 5 years

• The Management plan is developed on behalf of North Yorkshire Council (as Host Authority) and is 
adopted by the local authority for the National Landscape to deliver. Creation of the management 
plan, formulates policy for the management of the National Landscape area and for the carrying out 
of the National Landscape functions in relation to the National Landscape Area.

• It is a Statutory Document, required to be adopted by the Host Authority for the National Landscape. 

• The Howardian Hills National Landscape Management Plan sets out objectives for the next 5 years 
relevant to the conservation and enhancement of the National Landscape area, it covers:

Climate
Natural Environment
Historic Environment
Built Environment
Living and Working
Visiting

• The overall vision and objective have synergies with North Yorkshire Council’s existing policies and 
plans- which are either complimentary, supportive or aligned.
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Host Authority: New Duty to ‘seek to further the purpose’ in 
National  Landscapes (AONBs)
• Section 85 of the Countryside and Right of Way Act 2000 (CRoW Act) (as amended by the Levelling-up and Regeneration 

Act (LURA) in December 2023) now requires ‘relevant authorities’, in exercising or performing any function that affect 
AONBs in England, to ‘seek to further the purpose of conserving and enhancing the natural beauty of the Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty’.

• This is a statutory duty, which has been in force since update guidance was issued in December 2024. The use of the word 
‘duty’ in the legislation means that it is something all ‘relevant authorities must do; it is not discretionary.

• At present- we are actively working with the Yorkshire Dales, North York Moors National Parks and our two National 
Landscapes, to understand and explore how North Yorkshire Council can most effectively, ‘seek to further’ and comply with 
the duty (demonstrate best practice/compliance).

• Through the duty, it will have a relevance upon a number of Council Service Teams, including:
Environment- Nature Recovery Strategy, Natural Capital Policy, Strategic Transport, Highways, Verges/PROW, Active 

Travel, Climate Change, Env Health
Community Development- Local Plan/Planning, Ecology Services, Tourism, Economic Development, Housing, Heritage
Other: Partnership Working, Political involvement in NL/NP meetings etc



Howardian Hills On A Page

Designated: 1987

Area: 204 km2  (79 miles2)

Population: 6,000 

Parishes: 44

PRoW: 203 km

Visitor days: 1m pa

Partnership formed: 1995



Plans for 2025-2026
Main activities
• New duty for relevant authorities
• Management Plan and Nature Recovery Plan
• Local Plan input
• Defra Protected Landscapes Targets and Outcomes Framework
• 30x30 delivery
• Consultations, planning and woodland management plans responses
• Delivery of Management Plan objectives and projects
• Communications
• Volunteers
• Events
• External funding, (NYMNPA Moor Connected unsuccessful)
• Capital, Access for All, Project Fund project development and delivery
• Biodiversity net gain, Natural capital, Carbon trading
• Green finance
• Yorkshire Wolds designation



2025-2030 draft Management Plan
• Structure

Introduction
Achieving a Vision
Implementation

• Themes
Climate
Natural Environment
Historic Environment
Built Environment
Living and Working
Visiting

• Objectives



Management Plan progress
• Nature Recovery Plan:

4 expert workshops (farmland, wetland, grassland, woodland)

• Management Plan:
5 expert stakeholder workshops (heritage and historic environment, integrated transport and 

access, local communities and the rural economy, planning development and the built environment, 
recreation and tourism)

2 public events
Public consultation (non-statutory)
Team workshop
July - August 2025 - Editing

• Timing of next steps:
9 September - 21 October 2025 - Formal statutory consultation
October - December 2025 - North Yorkshire Council sign off process



Consultation to 21 October
Please review the draft Management Plan on our website:
Management & Work Programme | Howardian Hills

We welcome your feedback, please provide your comments via our 
online survey: 
https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/HHNLStatutoryConsultation/

https://www.howardianhills.org.uk/management-plan-and-work-programme/
https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/HHNLStatutoryConsultation/

