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APPENDIX 5 
 

Further proposed amendments to Council Procedure Rules 
 

… 
 
2. ORDINARY MEETINGS 
 
2.1 Timing of Meetings 
 

Ordinary meetings of the full Council shall be held in every year as follows: 
 
(a) on the third Wednesday in February; this meeting is dedicated to the 

consideration of the Council’s Budget and the Council Plan (“the Budget and 
Council Plan meeting”); 

 
(b) on a Wednesday in March or April; 
 
(c) the penultimate Wednesday in July; 
 
(d) the second Wednesday in November; 
 
(e) or on such other dates as the Council shall determine.   
 

The third Friday in February shall be reserved in the diary, each year, for a 
further Budget and Council Plan meeting, if necessary, to deal with business 
left outstanding from the meeting held the previous week. 
The Friday that falls two days after the Budget meeting shall be reserved in 
the diary, each year, for a further Budget meeting, if necessary, to deal with 
business left outstanding from the meeting held earlier in the week. 

 

 Provisions regarding the Annual meeting of full Council are set out in Council 
Procedure Rule 1 and provisions regarding Extraordinary meetings are set out in 
Council Procedure Rule 3.  

 
…  
 
 
3. EXTRAORDINARY MEETINGS 
 
3.1 Calling extraordinary meetings 
 

Those listed below may request the Assistant Chief Executive Legal and Democratic  
Services to call Council meetings in addition to ordinary meetings: 

 
(a)  the Council by resolution; 
(b)  the Chair of the Council; 
(c)  the Monitoring Officer or the Chief Finance Officer; and 
(d)  any five members of the Council if they have signed a requisition presented to 

the Chair of the Council and they have refused to call a meeting or has failed to 
call a meeting within seven clear calendar days of the presentation of the 
requisition; 

 
and any such request shall specify one or more items of business to be transacted at 
the meeting. 
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…  
 
9. QUESTIONS AND STATEMENTS BY THE PUBLIC 
 
9.1 General 
 

With the exception of the Budget and Council Plan meeting, members of the public 
may ask questions or make statements at ordinary meetings of the Council, and 
meetings of the Executive and of committees.  
 
9.1.1 the Council Procedure Rule 9 does not apply to: 

  
(i) the Council’s Planning Committees, Statutory Licensing Sub-

Committees and General Licensing and Registration Sub-Committees 
or any other committee of a quasi-judicial nature), where there are 
other procedures in place to permit public questions/statements.  
Public questions/statements at planning committees are governed by 
the Code of Practice for Councillors and Officers dealing with planning 
matters in Part 5 of the Constitution; 

 
(ii) full Council Budget and Council Plan meetings. 

 
 
…  
 
13. RULES OF DEBATE 
 
 (a) A Member shall stand when speaking and shall address the Chair.  If two or 

more Members rise, the Chair shall call on one of them to speak.  (This 
Standing Order will be deemed to have been complied with if any Member 
who, as a result of a disability, would find it difficult to stand, indicates their 
wish to speak by raising their hand.) 
 

(b) Except with the consent of the Council, and subject to the provisions of 
Council Procedure Rules, a Member shall not speak for more than three 
minutes on any motion or amendment, excluding the mover and the 
Executive Member or Chair of any Committee directly involved, who may 
speak for not more than five minutes. 

 
(i) At Budget and Council Plan full Council meetings, the mover, 

seconder and each spokesperson of a political group shall each be 
able to speak for 6 minutes in relation to the budget item. 

 
…  
 
(g)  A Member shall direct their speech to 

 

 the motion or question under discussion, or  

 an amendment, or  

 a point of order to address a perceived breach of the Council Procedure 
Rules or other perceived procedural irregularity; or 

 a personal explanation.  
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A Member rising to a point of order or in personal explanation is entitled to be  
heard forthwith, but a point of order must specify the Council Procedure Rule  
to which it relates and a personal explanation must be confined to some  
material part of a speech by them which may have been misunderstood or 
misrepresented. 
 

…  
 

 
 


